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A new commitment 
to our coasts
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n Thanks to our 2017 ASBPA Coastal Summit sponsors n

n Congressional reception: 
Great Lakes Dredge & Dock Co.

n Board breakfast: South Padre Island, TX

n Notebooks: Texas Chapter ASBPA
n Conference bags: Humiston & Moore Engineers

n Short course sponsor: CrowderGulf
n Wednesday breakfast: CDM Smith
n Lanyards: HDR Engineering
n AV sponsor: Marinex Construction
n Exhibitors: AccessRec LLC

n Mobile ASBPA: Coastal Science & Engineering Inc.

Conference handbook advertisers: 
n Dredging Contractors of America n Manson Construction Co. 

n Waterway Surveys & Engineering n Dewberry

General sponsors: 
n Moffatt & Nichol n Galveston Park Board of Trustees
n Taylor Engineering n City of Virginia Beach, VA 

n Michael Baker Internatioinal
n West Galveston Island Property Owners Association
n North Carolina Beach, Inlet & Waterway Association

Tweeting during the Summit? Please use #ASBPASummit2017
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PROGRAM

The Southeast’s
leader in dredging and 
marine construction

www.marinexconstruction.com
843.722.9083
E-mail: info@

marinexconstruction.com

Tuesday, Feb. 28
8-11:45 a.m.	 ASBPA Board of Directors’ meeting
		  Breakfast sponsored by Town of South Padre Island, TX

 

“Understanding the New Normal”
Day Moderator: Joan Pope

1 p.m. 		  Welcome — Bill Hanson, Joan Pope and Michael 
		  Walther, Summit co-chairs;  
		  Derek Brockbank, ASBPA Executive Director, 
		  Kate Gooderham, ASBPA Managing Director
 
1:15-1:45 p.m.	 Keynote — Collin O’Mara, President and CEO, 
		  National Wildlife Federation
 
1:45-2:15 p.m.	 Keynote: “BOEM’s Sand Resource Vision to Support 
		  Coastal Communities” — Renee Orr, Chief, Office of 
		  Strategic Resources, Bureau of Ocean Energy 
		  Management 
 
2:15-3 p.m.	 Keynote: “The Corps, Civil Works and the Coastal 
		  Engineering Research Board” — Major General Donald 
		  (Ed) Jackson Jr., Deputy Commanding General for Civil 
		  and Emergency Operations, U.S. Army Corps of 
		  Engineers

n President’s Award: Major General Donald (Ed) Jackson Jr.
n Corps Award: Jarod Norton, Portland District
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You’re navigating rough waters. 
We’ll help you light the way.

“At CDM Smith, your concerns are our concerns.  
We help our clients navigate through obstacles and  

complexities to find solutions and certainties.  
We’ll keep you on course for success.”

Tony Bouchard
North America Unit President 
CDM Smithcdmsmith.com/OurPromise

3-3:20 p.m.	 Break

3:20-4:20 p.m.	 “Rising Seas and Lowering Expectations — The Lay of 
		  the Land with DC Lobbyists” 
		  Moderator: Phill Roehrs, City of Virginia Beach, VA
		  Panel:
	 	 n Greg Burns, Van Scoyoc Associates
	 	 n Julie Minerva, Carpi & Clay
	 	 n Howard Marlowe, Warwick Consultants
	 	 n Nancy Prowitt, Alcalde & Fay

4:20-4:40 p.m.	 “News You Can Use: Science and Technology 
		  Committee Activities”  — Nicole Elko, ASBPA 
		  Vice President for Science & Technology
 
4:40-5:00 p.m.	 “Government Affairs and Congressional Agenda” —
		  Michael Walther, Summit co-chair
 
5:00-5:30 p.m.	 “Making Your Best Case for the Coast: Optimizing Hill 
		  and Advocacy Visit Time” — Derek Brockbank, ASBPA 
		  Executive Director, and Mark Osler, Michael Baker 
		  International
 
5:30 p.m. 	 Adjourn
 
5:30 p.m. 	 National Coastal Conference organizational meeting 
		  — Ken Craig, Mike McGarry, Peter Seidle, 2017 
		  National Coastal Conference co-chairs
5:45 p.m. 	 Happy Hour at BlackFinns, 1620 I Street NW
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Proud to support the ASBPA Coastal Summit

 Wednesday, March 1
 “Tools for the Future”
Day Moderator: Mike Walther

 
7:45 a.m. 	 Continental breakfast — Sponsored by CDM Smith
 
8:00-9:00 a.m.	 “2016 Best Restored Beaches: Sharing Best Practices”
		  Moderator: Lee Weishar, Best Restored Beaches Chair
		  Panel:
	 	 n Babes Beach, Galveston, TX — Reuben Trevino, 
		  Director of Operations, Galveston Park Board
	 	 n Rosewood Park, IL — Gordon Thomson, Senior 
		  Coastal Engineer and Client Program Manager, Baird
	 	 n Seabrook Island, SC — Ed Jones, President, Seabrook 
		  Island Property Owners’ Association
	 	 n Topsail Beach, NC — Howard Braxton, Mayor, City of 
		  Topsail Beach
	 	 n Redondo Beach, CA — Cesar Espinosa, Planner, 
		  Los Angeles County
 
9:00-9:45 a.m.	 Keynote: “Update on the Corps’ Civil Works and Coastal 
		  Program” — Sean L. Smith, U.S. Army Corps of 
		  Engineers

n Best Restored Beaches Awards will be presented

 9:45-10:15 a.m.	Break — Sponsored by CDM Smith
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10:15-11:00 a.m.	 “Collaborative Science: Creating a National 
			   Coastal Research Program”
			   Moderator: Nicole Elko, ASBPA Vice President 
			   for Science & Technology
	 	 	 n Jeff Lillycrop, Technical Director, USACE
	 	 	 n Hilary Stockdon, Research Oceanographer, 
			   Coastal and Marine Geology Program, USGS
	 	 	 n Margaret Brady, NOAA’s Fisheries Strategic 
			   Planner, Subcommittee on Ocean Science and 
			   Technology, White House Office of Science and 
			   Technology Policy
 
11:00-11:30 a.m.	 “Capitalizing on the Strength and Resilience of 
			   Natural and Coastal Infrastructure” — Norma 
			   Jean Mattei, President, American Society of 
			   Civil Engineers
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Waterway Surveys & Engineering, Ltd. is a surveying and en-
gineering firm that specializes in hydrographic surveying and 
engineering design relating to maintenance and improvement of 
our rivers, lakes, harbors and coastlines.

Over the last 40 years, Water-
way has been recognized as 
an industry leader for numer-
ous clients including federal, 
state and local agencies, large 
utility and industrial corpora-
tions, shipyards, ship terminal 
operators, private waterfront 
developers and architectural 
and engineering firms.

We are proud of our ac-
complishments on land 
and on the water. Today, 
no other firm in the South 
Atlantic region has con-
sistently demonstrated 
the ability to combine the 
surveying, environmental 
and design tasks needed 
to execute complex civil 
engineering projects. 

321 Cleveland Place, Virginia Beach VA 23462
Tel:757-490-1691 n Fax:757-490-1348

www.waterwaysurveys.com
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AccessRec, LLC. manufactures & 
supplies the most affordable and 
durable ABA- & ADA-compliant 
beach access 
surfaces and 
beach wheelchairs.

Contact: Seb Ragon
Office: 973-955-0514

Fax: 201-624-7007
Cell: 201-321-8506 

www.AccessRec.com

• High Value Services • 
Sustainable Solutions

30 years helping  
beach communities

Wednesday afternoon:
Advocacy visits (advance reservations required)

Times/meeting places to be determined, check at registration desk for updates
n USACE — Julie Dean Roasti n USFWS — Ken Humiston 
n NOAA/NMFS — Ken Willson n BOEM — Michael Walther 

Thursday afternoon: n FEMA — Mark Osler
 
4-5 p.m. 	 Hill Briefing with Coastal States Organization: “The 
		  2017 Congressional Agenda”  — Senate Russell Office 
		  Building, Room 253
		  Moderator: Bradley Watson, Coastal States 
		  Organization, with staff from:
	 	 n House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee
	 	 n Senate Environment and Public Works Committee
	 	 n Senate Commerce Committee
 
5:30-7 pm 	 Coastal Celebration Reception — Hart Senate Office 
		  Building (Hart 902), 9th floor
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Working with communities  
to restore America’s beaches

Supporting America’s ports, waterways, wetlands and beaches
503 D Street NW, Suite 150, Washington, DC 20001

(202) 737-2674 • Fax (202) 737-2677
www.dredgingcontractors.org

Barry Holliday, executive director • Michael Gerhardt, assistant executive director

DCA is the collective voice of our nation’s dredging industry.  
We are committed to the support and protection of  

America’s ports, waterways, wetlands, and beaches.

We improve the quality and responsiveness of dredging service 
delivery to the nation, ensuring that America’s ports,  

waterways, wetlands and beaches are efficiently constructed 
and maintained in an environmentally sustainable manner  

using innovative methods and American ingenuity. 
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Thursday, March 2
“Moving Forward”

Day Moderator: Bill Hanson
8 a.m. 		  Continental breakfast

8:30-9 a.m.	 “What we heard from the agencies: A recap”
	 	 n Michael Walther, ASBPA Govt. Affairs Co-Chair
	 	 n Mark Osler, ASBPA Advocacy Chair
9-9:30 a.m.	 “What we heard from the Hill: A recap”
	 	 n Tony Pratt, ASBPA President
	 	 n Derek Brockbank, ASBPA Executive Director
9:30-9:45 a.m.	 Break

9:45-10:15 a.m.	Keynote: Former U.S. Senator Mary Landrieu, Louisiana
 
10:15-11:30 a.m.“Stakeholders Perspective: Getting Sand on 
		  the Beach, Cheaply, Quickly and Regionally”
		  Moderator: Bill Hanson, Great Lakes Dredge & Dock Co. 
		  nTom Payne — Marinex Construction
	 	 n Ken Goldberg — Philadelphia District, USACE
	 	 n Joseph Seebode — New York District, USACE
	 	 n Gary Jones — Los Angeles County, CA
	 	 n Nicole Sharp — Broward County, FL
		  A conversation with beach stakeholders; we invite 
		  the participation of all attendees — particularly 
		  local officials.
 
11:30 a.m. -noon   “Moving Backward: Planning for Retreat” — 
		       Sandra Knight, University of Maryland

Noon 		  Adjourn
 
1-5 p.m. 	 *Short Course: Communications Module — Kate 
		  Gooderham, APR, CPRC, and Francesca Dolan, APR
Communicating with the myriad people involved is critical to the success of any project. The 
communications module, one of ten modules that comprise the Certified Coastal Practitioner 
certification, provides the basics of communication whether you are the primary communicator 
for your project or working with public relations or public information professionals. Professional 
development certificates will be awarded to those who successfully complete the module.
* Separate fee, not included in conference registration

Program as of Feb.23, 2017 — subject to change
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Rebuild by Design Hudson River | Hudson County, New Jersey

Committed to delivering resilience 
services that strengthen communities 
and positively impact the quality of life

Proudly sponsoring
the 2017 American Shore and Beach  

Preservation Association’s Conference

www.dewberry.com

Brian Batten 
804.823.6981 • bbatten@dewberry.com
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Coastal Summit speakers
Margaret M. (Peg) Brady: Brady is 
NOAA’s Fisheries Strategic Planner and 
serves as Chair of the National Ocean 
Policy Ecosystem-based Management 
Subgroup. Prior to joining NOAA, Brady 
served as the Assistant Secretary within 
the Massachusetts Executive Office of 
Environmental Affairs, Director of the 
Commonwealth’s Coastal Zone Manage-
ment Program, and as a marine research 
scientist and instructor at a variety of labs 
and institutions. Brady holds Bachelor 
and Master of Science degrees from the 
University of Rhode Island. 

Mayor Howard Braxton Jr.: Braxton has 
been the Mayor of the Town of Topsail 
Beach since 2005. From 2001-2005 he 
served as a town commissioner. He cur-
rently serves as a member of the National 
Red Cross Disaster Team, the Early Assess-
ment Committee for hurricane re-entry 
and the Topsail Island Beach Re-nourish-
ment Committee. Before retiring in 1995, 
he worked in public service related occu-
pations and ended his working career as 
Principal of the Weaver Education Center 
in the Greensboro/Guilford County 
School System (National Distinguished 
Principal-1986). His education included 
a Doctor of Education at University of 
North Carolina/Greensboro, NC.
 
Derek Brockbank: Brockbank, who has 
served as ASBPA’s Executive Director 
since April 2015, has been an organizer 
and run conservation campaigns around 
the country and, for the past 10 years, in 
Washington, DC. His focus has been on 
climate change adaptation and restoring 
natural resources, most recently direct-
ing a campaign to restore the Mississippi 
River Delta and Coastal Louisiana through 
a coalition of conservation organizations 
including National Wildlife Federation, 
National Audubon Society and Environ-
mental Defense Fund. He grew up in 

New York City and the beaches of Long 
Island, and ran along the Lake Michigan 
beach while at the University of Chicago, 
getting a degree in political science and 
environmental studies.

Greg Burns: Dubbed by a client as their 
“secret weapon in DC,” Burns offers expert 
advice and strategic counsel to local and 
regional government entities on a wide 
variety of issues. As a vice president at 
Van Scoyoc Associates, where he has 
been for more than eight years, Burns’ 
hands-on approach to client service 
is recognized and appreciated by his 
clients. By making his clients’ challenges 
his own, Burns successfully helps secure 
federal funding for projects, improves 
client outcomes as they interact with the 
federal government, overcomes regula-
tory or legislative challenges, and finds 
solutions to otherwise intractable prob-
lems with Congress or federal agencies. 

Francesca Donlan, APR: Donlan serves 
as the communications director for the 
Lee County Visitor & Convention Bureau 
in Fort Myers, FL. Prior to her position 
in public relations, she spent 20 years 
as a journalist working at newspapers 
throughout the country. She holds a 
bachelor’s degree in psychology from 
Rutgers University and a master’s degree 
for journalism from the University of 
Missouri.

Cesar Espinosa: Espinosa has been a 
planner with the Los Angeles County 
Department of Beaches and Harbors for 
10 years. He works on a number of capital 
projects in county-operated, owned 
and controlled beaches, and Marina 
del Rey. In his current assignment, he 
works closely with the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers to address any shoaling 
issues at the entrances to the Marina. Any 
beneficial re-use material that comes out 
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of any dredging project that the Corps 
undertakes, Espinosa makes sure it is 
placed at any of the local county beaches. 
Espinosa is also responsible for oversee-
ing the maintenance of the department’s 
GIS data and software. 

Nicole Elko, Ph.D.: An ASBPA vice 
president, Elko’s consulting business 
in Charleston, South Carolina special-
izes in beach preservation advocacy, 
research and management. Elko has a 
Ph.D. in Coastal Geology, and 16 years 
of experience in the coastal field. She 
has managed or assisted with 20 beach 
nourishment projects along the U.S. East 
and Gulf coasts. Elko has authored eight 
peer-reviewed journal publications. She 
teaches a Beaches 101 course to regula-
tors and elected officials in the Carolinas 
and is the executive director of the South 
Carolina Beach Advocates.

Kenneth Goldberg: Godberg is the 
Deputy District Engineer for Programs 

and Project Management for the 
Philadelphia District, U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers. He is responsible for providing 
program and project management and 
oversight services to support the District’s 
diverse civil works and military construc-
tion programs. Goldberg holds a B.S. 
degree in Mechanical Engineering from 
the Pennsylvania State University (1988). 
He is also a Registered Professional Engi-
neer in Pennsylvania; a registered Project 
Management Professional; a registered 
Certified Energy Manager and a gradu-
ate of the Army Leadership development 
Program.
 
Kate Gooderham, APR, CPRC: Gooder-
ham is ASBPA’s managing director and 
president of Gooderham & Associates, 
Inc., a Fort Myers (FL) public relations 
consulting firm established in 1986. Cur-
rently she is Vice President of Professional 
Development for the Southwest Chapter 
of the Florida Public Relations Association 
(FPRA). Gooderham is past chair of FPRA’s 

ASBPA 2017 National Coastal Conference

“Beaches, Bays and Beyond”
Oct. 24-27 • Fort Lauderdale, FL


Check at www.asbpa.org for a call forpapers and updates

ASBPA 2017 National Coastal Conference

“Beaches, Bays and Beyond”
Oct. 24-27 • Fort Lauderdale, FL


Check at www.asbpa.org for a call forpapers and updates
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Counselor’s Network, past president of 
the Southwest Chapter, 2005 and 2011 PR 
Professional of the Year and 2015 Lifetime 
Achievement Award winner. She was ac-
credited in 1999 and became a certified 
public relations counselor in 2008. She 
is a member of the board for the Coastal 
Zone Foundation.

Bill Hanson: Hanson serves as a vice 
president for Great Lakes Dredge & 
Dock Company. He holds a BS in Ocean 
Engineering from Texas A&M Univer-
sity, and currently serves on the TAMU 
Board of Industry Advisors and the TEES 
Board. He serves on the USACE Coastal 
Engineering Research Board and is Vice 
Chair of the NOAA Hydrographic Services 
Review Panel. As an ACOPNE Diplomate 
of Navigation Engineering he also serves 
on the COPRI Board of Governors; Federal 
Advisory Panels – DOC International 
Trade Advisory Committee; DOC Supply 
Chain Management.

Kenneth Humiston, P.E.: With a B.S. in 
Chemical Engineering from the University 
of Delaware and an M.S. in Coastal En-
gineering from the University of Florida, 
Humiston has previously worked for the 
Corp of Engineers, was assistant vice 
president of Southern Dredging Co., and 
co-founded Humiston & Moore Engineers 
in 1991. He is past president of the firm, 
and currently serves as Senior Consul-
tant. He is also a director on the Board of 
Audubon of the Western Everglades.

Major General Donald E. (Ed) Jackson, 
Jr.: Jackson assumed responsibility as 
the Deputy Commanding General for 
Civil and Emergency Operations, U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, on August 12, 
2015. In his role as DCG, he is also serves 
as president of the Coastal Engineering 
Research Board (CERB), an advisory board 
to the Chief of Engineers which was 
originally established by the ASBPA in the 
1930s as the Beach Erosion Board. 

Edward D. Jones III: Jones is a 21-year 
resident of Seabrook Island, just south 
of Charleston, SC, and president of its 
property owners association (SIPOA) 
Board. Jones also is owner of Cornichon 
Healthcare Select, LLC, an online provider 
of HIPAA/HITECH Act privacy and security 
compliance solutions for healthcare cov-
ered entities and their business associ-
ates (www.HIPAAIntegrity.com). He has 
written 10 books and numerous articles 
on how to safeguard sensitive business 
and health record information, and has 
years of experience as a senior official in 
the federal government, business entre-
preneur and executive.

Gary Jones: As director for the Los Ange-
les County Department of Beaches and 
Harbors, Jones is responsible for 30 miles 
of non-contiguous coastline in Los An-
geles County, including Marina del Rey, 
the largest small craft harbor in the U.S. 
Jones has 25 years of experience in real 
estate, development and urban planning. 
Educated in Great Britain, he received his 
B.S. degree in Biology from Southampton 
University and his M.S. degree in Real Es-
tate Studies from De Montfort University 
in Leicester.
Sandra Knight, Ph.D.: Knight is a senior 
research engineer at the University of 
Maryland where she works with her col-
leagues in the research and development 
of water resources, disaster resilience 
and flood risk management policies and 
initiatives. She previously held senior 
positions at FEMA, NOAA and USACE. As 
the Deputy Associate Administrator for 
Mitigation, FEMA, Knight was responsible 
for the nation’s floodplain mapping, 
management and mitigation grants 
supporting the National Flood Insurance 
Program, environmental compliance for 
the agency, and oversight of the National 
Dam Safety Program. A registered profes-
sional engineer, she has a Ph.D. from the 
University of Memphis.
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Senator Mary Landrieu: Landrieu was 
elected to the Louisiana State Legislature 
in 1979 where she successfully champi-
oned flood protection. In 1987, she was 
elected State Treasurer. She was elected 
to the U.S. Senate in the fall of 1996 and 
served as chair of the Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee. One of her notable 
accomplishment was the passage of 
the RESTORE Act, the single largest 
federal environmental investment in the 
Gulf Coast in the history of the nation. 
Landrieu is now a Senior Policy Advisor 
for Van Ness Feldman, located in Wash-
ington, DC. She was a recipient of ASBPA’s 
Friend of the Coast Award in 2011.

W. Jeff Lillycrop: Lillycrop is the Techni-
cal Director for Civil Works Research, De-
velopment and Technical at the Engineer 
Research and Development Center, Corps 
of Engineers. Lillycrop is responsible for 
integration of the Environmental, Flood 
Risk Management, and Navigation R&D 
covering a wide-ranging research topics 
across 13 separate programs. He has 
worked for the Corps since 1983. Lillycrop 
holds a master’s of science in coastal and 
oceanographic engineering from the Uni-
versity of Florida and has published over 
50 papers on airborne Lidar surveying 
and mapping, sediment management, 
and other topics related to navigation 
and coastal engineering.

Howard Marlowe: Marlowe is president 
of Warwick Group Consultants, a Wash-
ington, DC, government affairs consulting 
firm that serves local and state govern-
ments as well as engineering firms and 
nonprofits. Marlowe’s articles on coastal 
economics and resilience have appeared 
in the American Shore & Beach Preserva-
tion Association’s Shore & Beach magazine 
as well as other peer-reviewed publica-
tions. In addition to his work with the 
firm, Marlowe served as president of the 
American League of Lobbyists in 1988-
1989 and again in 2011-2012. Marlowe is 

a graduate of Penn’s Wharton School of 
Finance and Commerce and NYU’s School 
of Law. He is currently on the Faculty at 
George Washington University.

Norma Jean Mattei, Ph.D., P.E.: Presi-
dent of the American Society of Civil 
Engineers (ASCE), Mattei is professor 
and past chair at the University of New 
Orleans’ Department of Civil and Envi-
ronmental Engineering. She sits on the 
executive committee of ASCE’s New Or-
leans Branch SEI/Structures Committee, 
the Committee on Diversity and Women 
in Civil Engineering, and the Commit-
tee on Licensure and Ethics. In 2012, 
President Obama named Mattei one of 
three civilian members of the Mississippi 
River Commission, which researches and 
provides policy and work recommenda-
tions covering flood control, navigation 
and environmental projects. Before her 
academic career, Mattei worked for more 
than 10 years for various New Orleans 
consulting firms as a project engineer.

Collin O’Mara: O’Mara is president and 
CEO of the National Wildlife Federation 
(NWF), America’s largest wildlife con-
servation organization. Under O’Mara’s 
leadership, the NWF is protecting wildlife 
ranging from bison to monarch but-
terflies, ensuring healthy waters and 
sustainable habitats, defending public 
lands, advancing environmental educa-
tion, and connecting people with the 
great outdoors. Prior to the NWF, O’Mara 
led Delaware’s Department of Natural 
Resources and Environmental Control, 
where he led numerous regional clean air, 
clean water, youth recreation, and habitat 
restoration efforts. Preceding that he 
was a primary architect of the City of San 
Jose’s Green Vision.

Julie Minerva: Minerva is a partner at 
Carpi & Clay, has worked on a variety 
of critical infrastructure investments in 
25 states including her home state of 



— 16 —

California. Minreva’s work bridges water 
and transportation industries, where her 
hands-on style has taken her inside of 
dams, atop bridges and below the street 
level. A former legislative assistant to 
Congressman Matsui, her work covers all 
aspects of the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers’ mission, including flood damage 
risk reduction, navigation, environmental 
restoration and shoreline protection. 
Minreva’s work caught the attention of 
Washingtonian magazine, which named 
her one of Washington’s “Top 40 under 
40” lobbyists.

Mark Osler: Osler serves as an associate 
vice president for Michael Baker Interna-
tional where he leads the firm’s national 
Coastal Science and Engineering practice. 
His 15 years of professional experience 
have centered around the computer 
modeling of coastal hydrodynamics with 
a focus on the impacts of climate change, 
coastal flood hazard analysis and proba-
bilistic risk assessment. He has worked 
with clients throughout the Atlantic, Gulf, 
Pacific and Great Lakes coasts, as well as 
in Alaska and Antarctica. Osler holds a 
Bachelor’s Degree from Lehigh University 
and a Master’s degree from the University 
of Delaware’s Center for Applied Coastal 
Research.

Renee Orr: Orr is a senior executive on 
BOEM’s leadership team with more than 
25 years of experience with the Depart-
ment of Interior. As chief of the Office 
of Strategic Resources, she oversees 
development and implementation of the 
Nation’s offshore oil and gas and marine 
mineral leasing programs. BOEM’s Marine 
Minerals Program is responsible for 
stewardship of the Nation’s Outer Conti-
nental Shelf mineral resources. The MMP 
assesses and provides access to these 
critical resources to preserve and restore 
the nation’s beaches and support coastal 
resilience, such as in BOEM’s Hurricane 
Sandy response. Orr earned her B.A. 

degrees in Economics and History from 
Metropolitan State College in Denver.

Thomas Payne: Payne is vice president 
of Marinex Construction. He has over 
30 years of experience with large-scale 
coastal dredging along the U.S. East and 
Gulf coasts including harbor deepening, 
beach nourishment, port development, 
and maintenance dredging projects. 
Payne presently oversees several crews, 
operating 3 dredges including the Savan-
nah, a 24” offshore-service hydraulic 
cutter-suction dredge, and the Pete De-
Jong, a 50 cubic-yard clamshell (bucket) 
dredge.

Joan Pope: In 2012, Pope retired from 
U.S. Army Engineer Headquarters after 
a career with the Corps involving a 
variety of practicing coastal geology and 
engineering, research, and management 
positions. At the time of her retirement, 
she oversaw the Corps water resource 
research and development Program. Dur-
ing her career, she directed several major 
projects including the development of 
the Coastal Engineering Manual, the 
National Shore Erosion Demonstration 
Program, and Regional Sediment Man-
agement. Since retiring, Pope has been 
employed as a consultant with the Corps.

Tony Pratt: ASBPA’s president since Sep-
tember 2015, Pratt is administrator of the 
Shoreline and Waterway Management 
Section within the Delaware Department 
of Natural Resources and Environmental 
Control, where he oversees programs 
related to beach nourishment, beach 
construction regulation, coastal hazards 
mitigation, waterway management, and 
flood mitigation. Pratt was a member of 
the National Research Council Committee 
on Beach Nourishment and Protection, 
and the Heinz Center Panel on Risk Vul-
nerability and the True Costs of Coastal 
Hazards. He held elected office in Lewes, 
DE, four years of which were as deputy 
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mayor. Pratt currently serves on the Advi-
sory Board to the DHS Coastal Resilience 
Center of Excellence at UNC, Chapel Hill.

Nancy Gibson Prowitt: Prowitt is presi-
dent and COO of Alcalde & Fay, one of 
the oldest lobbying firms in DC. During 
her 32 years at the firm, she has worked 
on every type of client—private and 
public. Prowitt’s contacts on Capitol Hill 
and throughout the Executive Branch are 
extensive. She has served as the federal 
advocate for the City of Virginia Beach 
for 25 years. Originally from Chicago, she 
started her career as a legislative aide 
for a Virginia Congressman handling his 
appropriations committee work. She is a 
graduate of DePauw University.

Phillip Roehrs, P.E.: As Water Resources 
Engineer, Roehrs leads the City of Virginia 
Beach’s Coastal and Storm Water Engi-
neering Divisions. Programs under his su-
pervision include beach replenishment, 
shore protection works, maintenance of 
navigation channels and marine facilities, 
storm water system capital improve-
ments, storm water quality initiatives, and 
the City’s National Flood Insurance Pro-
gram. Roehrs is executive vice president 
of ASBPA, a past-president of the Virginia 
Shore & Beach Preservation Association 
and is a member of the American Society 
of Civil Engineers, the American Public 
Works Association and the Engineering 
Club of Hampton Roads.

Julie Dean Rosati, Ph.D.: A Research 
Hydraulic Engineer with the Coastal and 
Hydraulics Laboratory, Engineer Research 
and Development Center, U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, Rosati has 30 years’ 
experience in coastal and inlet sediment 
transport, developing regional sediment 
budgets, and applied coastal studies. She 
received a B.Sc. from Northwestern Uni-
versity in 1984, and M.Sc. from Mississippi 
State University in 1988, both in Civil 
Engineering. Rosati received her Ph.D. in 

Oceanography from Louisiana State Uni-
versity in 2009, and is program manager 
of the Coastal Inlets Research Program.

Joseph Seebode: Seebode serves as the 
Deputy District Engineer and Chief of 
Programs and Project Management for 
the New York District of the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, where he manages a 
diverse team of engineers and scientists 
in administering programs investing in 
military construction, civil works, and 
regional infrastructure improvements. 
He served in senior level leadership roles 
after Superstorm Sandy; post 9/11; and 
the multi-billion-dollar deepening of 
NY/NJ Harbor to 50 feet. Seebode was 
also Assistant Commissioner of the New 
Jersey Dept. of Environmental Protection 
2003-2006. Seebode has a B.S. and M.S. 
from Manhattan College and has been 
awarded numerous nationals citations for 
engineering and humanitarian service.

Nicole S. Sharp, P.E.: Sharp is the Natural 
Resources Administrator at Broward 
County. She received her Master’s degree 
in coastal and oceanographic engineer-
ing from University of Florida. Sharp has 
worked on coastal restoration projects 
from New York to Florida, most recently 
the Segment II Shore Protection Project 
in Broward County. Her work focuses 
on coastal processes, beach and dune 
erosion, regional sediment management, 
and developing strategies to improve the 
resilience of coastal environments.

Sean L. Smith, P.E.: Smith is Principal 
Hydrologic and Hydraulic Engineer Hy-
drology, Hydraulics and Coastal Commu-
nity of Practice Leader U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Headquarters (CECW-CE)

Hilary Stockdon, Ph.D.: Stockdon is a 
research oceanographer with the U.S. 
Geological Survey Coastal and Marine 
Science Center in St. Petersburg, FL. She 
currently leads the National Assessment 
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of Coastal Change Hazards, a multifac-
eted project that quantifies how sea level 
rise, storms and long-term erosion are 
shaping our shorelines. Her work on the 
effects of storms on the coastal com-
munities of our nation has raised public 
awareness about the value of scientific 
information on coastal vulnerability, help-
ing residents prepare for future storms. 
Stockdon received her B.S. in Geology 
from Duke University and her M.S. and 
Ph.D. in Oceanography from Oregon 
State University. 

Gordon Thomson, P.E., D.CE: Thom-
son, an ASBPA vice president, is a Senior 
Coastal Engineer and Client Program 
Manager at Baird & Associates. He has 
designed, permitted and constructed a 
wide array of beach nourishment, marsh 
restoration, and coastal structure projects 
along the Atlantic and Gulf coasts. Thom-
son has developed numerous reports and 
federal documents combining coastal 
principles and numerical modeling. He 
is a licensed professional engineer in five 
states and is accredited by COPRI as a 
Diplomate in Coastal Engineering. He re-
ceived a B.Sc. Eng and an M.Sc. Eng from 
Queen’s University, Canada.

Reuben Trevino: Trevino has been an 
Eagle Scout since age 15. Hos experi-
ences led to his concern for preservation 
and restoration of the great outdoors, 
and more specifically our coastal areas. 
Trevino participated in multiple research 
projects while earning a BS and Masters 
in Biology. He is a certified Texas Master & 
Coastal Naturalist, and former member of 
the Texas Sea Grant Advisory Committee. 
He worked for the City of South Padre 
Island, TX, from 2008 to 2015 manag-
ing their Coastal Resources Program. In 
February 2016 he joined the Galveston 
Park Board of Trustees as Director of 
Operations. 

Michael P. Walther, P.E., D.CE.: Vice 
president of Coastal Tech – G.E.C., Inc, 
based in “mostly beautiful” Vero Beach, 
FL, Walther has over 38 years of practical 
experience in the national arena of beach 
and inlet management from planning to 
design, permitting and construction. As a 
professional engineer, avid surfer, beach 
user, and volunteer activist, Walther is 
familiar with coastal resources and policy 
throughout the nation.

Bradley Watson: Watson is Coastal States 
Organization’s (CSO’s) Legal Counsel and 
Director of Coastal Resilience. Spanning 
parts or all of four Congresses, Watson 
worked for the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure under the late 
Chairman James L. Oberstar, as a member 
of the investigations team for the Senate 
Armed Services Committee under Sena-
tor Carl Levin, and as a senior legislative 
staffer for Congresswoman Eddie Bernice 
Johnson. Watson is a graduate of Gon-
zaga College High School in Washington, 
D.C., Tulane University in New Orleans, 
LA, and the Columbus School of Law at 
the Catholic University of America. 

Lee Weishar, Ph.D., PWS: A Senior Sci-
entist with the Woods Hole Group since 
1989, Weishar has more than 35 years’ 
experience in the fields of oceanography, 
coastal engineering, sediment transport, 
ecological restoration, environmental 
impact assessment, and project/program 
management. Prior to joining the Woods 
Hole Group, he was employed by the 
USACE Waterways Experiment Station 
(now ERDC). Weishar, ASBPA’s secretary, 
specializes in coastal engineering and 
wetland/marsh restoration and the 
integration of biological, ecological, and 
hydraulic data into wetland restoration 
designs to ensure that the design will 
meet the restoration objectives. 
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Ken Willson: A client program manager 
for CB&I (formerly CPE) in Wilmington, 
NC, since 2003, Willson has assisted coast-
al clients in Massachusetts, Virginia, North 
Carolina, Florida, and Louisiana. His broad 
knowledge base of geology, engineer-
ing, environmental science, policy, and 
finance has allowed him to assist numer-

ous clients with designing, permitting, 
and constructing a wide array of beach 
and inlet management projects. Willson 
earned a BS and MS in Geology from the 
University of North Carolina at Wilming-
ton, and a Coastal Engineering Certifica-
tion from Old Dominion University.. 
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