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Coastal Voice
THE NEWSLETTER OF THE AMERICAN SHORE & BEACH PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION

ASBPA supports list of federal 
appropriations priorities for 2017
By DEREK BROCKBANK, 
ASBPA Executive Director

As Congress attempts to 
return to “regular order” 
and pass FY17 appropria-

tions bills, ASBPA has submitted 
three letters requesting FY17 
appropriations for the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers (USACE); 
U.S. Geological Survey (USGS); 
and National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Agency — National 
Marine Fisheries Service (NO-
AA-NMFS). 

1) For USACE, ASBPA’s top 
priority is federal funds for “shore 
protection.” Consistently left out 
of the president’s budget, shore 
protection” is typically added 
in to the final federal budget by 
Congress. For FY17, we have 
requested $75 million for USACE 
construction for shore protec-
tion; this is significantly below 
estimated capabilities for current 
projects, but would be a $35 mil-
lion increase over FY16. 

We also requested a $1 
million increase over FY16 for 
a USACE navigation line item 
“Regional Sediment Manage-
ment,” and asked Congress to 
maintain the FY16 dollar amount 
($5.4 million) for USACE Coast-
al Data Information Program 
(CDIP); both of these would be 
an increase over the president’s 
budget. 

2) For USGS, ASBPA is 
supporting an increase of $5.8 

BROCKBANK
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million over FY16 for the Coastal 
and Marine Geology Program 
(CMGP); and, in particular, 
include an increase of $2.1 mil-
lion over FY16 for the Building 
Landscape-Level Resilience to 
Coastal Hazards program. These 
are the amounts included in the 

president’s 
FY17 budget. 

3) For 
NOAA-
NMFS, ASB-
PA supports 
an increase of 
$13.5 million 
over FY16 for 
the Protected 
Resources 

Science and Management En-
dangered Species Act (ESA) and 
Marine Mammals Protection Act 
(MMPA) consultation capacity, 
and an increase of $6.5 million 
over FY16 levels for Habitat 
Conservation and Restoration for 
essential fish habitat (EFH) con-
sultation capacity. Underfunded 
for years, NMFS regulatory arms 
are seeing their workload increase 
without an increase in staff capac-
ity. In one effort to help allevi-
ate the backlog of consultations, 
ASBPA is supporting the presi-
dent’s budget request for NMFS. 

ASBPA is also supporting a 
$15 million increase over FY16 
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for the National Ocean Service 
(NOS) Office of Coastal Manage-
ment (OCM) Regional Coastal 
Resilience Grants and an increase 
of $5 million for a joint initia-
tive between NOS and NMFS on 
Ecosystem-based Solutions for 
Coastal Resilience.

In addition to meeting with, 
and sending letters to, appropriators 
and the Coastal Communities Cau-
cus in the House, ASBPA worked 
with our two recent congressional 
“Friends of the Coast” to gener-
ate “Dear Colleague” letters from 
Members of Congress to the ap-
propriations committee on USACE 
“Shore Protection” (led by Rep. 
Lois Frankel) and USGS “Coastal 
Marine Geology Program” (led by 
Rep. Bill Keating). v

Last call: Renewals
Did you receive a yellow 

postcard from ASPBA about your 
membership? ASBPA does not 
drive its members crazy with inces-
sant membership bills. We send one 
invoice either by mail or by email 
(depending on the level of mem-
bership) and a follow up by mail. 
Then we send a postcard giving a 
final deadline. For those who have 
not renewed by that deadline, this 
will be your last newsletter.

In 2015 ASBPA made some 
major changes to better represent 
you and include you. The addition 
of Derek Brockbank to the ASBPA 
team has made us all better, and it 
shows. The new leadership team 
headed by President Tony Pratt 
is taking us in new directions. 
We want everyone to be a part of 
ASBPA’s future. So if you haven’t 
renewed, please do so today. v

We’ve lost one 
of the giants 
from our midst
By KATE & KEN GOODERHAM, 
ASBPA Managing Directors

Orville Magoon died on 
March 19. A simple state-
ment but, for all of us who 

care about the coast, it’s a tremen-
dous loss. Over the next months, 
people will outline the amazing 
contribution to coastal engineering 
and ASBPA that Orville made, the 
breadth of which will take some 
work to recount. 

For all of us at ASBPA, he 
was one of us — a member since 
1976 and ASBPA’s president from 
1984 to 1995. He was given the 
prestigious Murrough P. O’Brien 
Award in 1984, before he was 
elected president. He was a proud 
member of both the Hawaii and 
California chapters. 

Orville continued to attend 
conferences and write for Shore & 
Beach until very recently. Those 
of you who attended our National 
Coastal Conference in either San 
Francisco (2005) or Galveston 
(2007) had the chance to hear 
Orville reminisce about his years 
working for our nation’s coasts — 
but, frankly, at every conference he 
attended he was eager to discuss 
coastal issues and interests with 
anyone and everyone, as long as 
you shared his passion for shore-
lines. He also attended our South 
Padre Island, Texas conference and 
field trip in 2013.

For those of you who did not 
get the chance to talk with Orville, 
Shore & Beach Executive Editor 
Lesley Ewing interviewed him 

in 2010 for our continuing series 
on O’Brien Award winners. That 
interview is on ASBPA’s website 
at http://www.asbpa.org/Inter-
view%20with%20Orville%20Ma-
goon.pdf.

We had the privilege of talk-
ing with Orville both in person  and 
by telephone numerous times over 
the years we’ve been involved with 
ASBPA. The most recent time was 
an afternoon coffee with he and 
Karen in San Francisco last May. 
We brought him the CD of the pa-
pers from Coastal Sediments 2015, 
and he was thrilled to see the latest 
in geological thinking. He wanted 
to plan a conference on carbonate 
beaches, a long-time passion of his. 

Because we organize ASBPA’s 
conferences, he loved to talk about 
organizing the very popular Coastal 
Zone conferences in the 1980s and 
1990s. It’s hard to imagine running 
those huge conferences before the 
days of email, laptops and Pow-
erPoint — but listening to Orville 
made it sound easy (even though 
we know better)!

There are still coastal giants 
among us. Take the time to talk 
to them at conferences. Have the 
experience of knowing the people 
who have made a difference in your 
profession. Then, go out and make 
that difference. That is a legacy 
Orville would approve. v
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Last call: BRB
Are you one of those people 

who like to live on the edge – 
turning in everything at the last 
minute? ASBPA has an opportu-
nity for you. On April 10, nomi-
nations for Best Restored Beaches 
are due. What’s in it for ASBPA is 
that we can point out 
to people all over the 
country, that America 
has some really great 
beaches that have 
been restored and 
maintained. 

What’s in it for you? The 
recognition that your beach is 
the best of the best. Additionally, 
you will get bragging rights that 
will allow you to advertise your 
beach as one of the best in the na-
tion That’s a good thing for your 
community, the merchants within 
your community, your clients and 

for your community 
overall. For details, 
go to http://www.
asbpa.org/about_us/
about_us_best_re-
stored_beach_2016.
htm. v

Ken Craig joins 
ASBPA board

At the February ASBPA board 
meeting, President Tony Pratt ac-
cepted Jim Marino’s resignation 
and thanked him for his service on 
the board of directors. He appoint-

ed Ken Craig, P.E., 
vice president of 
coastal engineer-
ing at Taylor En-
gineering, Inc., to 
replace him. Craig 
holds overall re-
sponsibility for the 
company’s coastal 
engineering opera-
tions and provides 

managerial oversight on many of 
the company’s largest coastal engi-
neering projects. He frequently acts 
as project liaison to local, state, and 
federal agencies regarding project 
related issues such as design, per-
mitting, and funding options. Craig 
currently serves as the chair of the 
Coasts, Oceans, Ports & Rivers 
Institute’s National Coastal Zone 
Management Committee. v

CRAIG

Ushering in  
a new era  
of thinking
By TOM HERRINGTON, Ph.D., 
ASBPA National Coastal 
Conference co-chair

On Oct. 29, 2012, Super-
storm Sandy struck one 
of the oldest developed 

coastlines of the United States with 
incredible power and fury, wreak-
ing havoc in communities across 
the region. Entire neighborhoods 
were flooded and businesses were 
destroyed. Critical infrastruc-
ture was damaged, destroyed and 
compromised. In a region that had 
been planning for, and preparing 
defenses against, coastal storm im-
pacts for over half a century, Sandy 
revealed previously unknown vul-
nerabilities and risk in the region. 

In the immediate response 
and recovery from Sandy, coastal 
engineers, scientists, planners, 
managers and policy makers evalu-
ated the effectiveness of coastal 
storm damage reduction projects 
in reducing the impact of Sandy. 
In areas with well-designed and 
maintained coastal defenses, such 
as federal beach and dune nourish-
ment projects, the coastal protec-
tion provided storm damage reduc-
tion benefits well beyond that for 
which they were designed. In areas 
of insufficient protection or mainte-
nance, catastrophic storm damage 
often resulted. 

Sandy provided an opportu-
nity to assess the effectiveness of 
coastal elements in reducing storm 
damage including areas surrounded 
by natural coastal landscapes and 

relic coastal structures that date 
back to the late 19th century. Sandy 
also revealed the extreme vulner-
ability of our coastal cities to storm 
damage in the face of increasing 
sea levels and possibly stronger 
and more frequent coastal storms.

The impacts generated by 
Sandy have ushered in a new era of 
thinking in regard to coastal protec-
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tion, sustainability and resiliency. 
In the three years since Sandy, 
coastal researchers and engineers 
have laid the framework for en-
couraging innovative solutions 
to coastal protection. Drawing on 
both international and national 
knowledge and experience, con-
cepts and techniques focused on 
the integration of; nature-based 
features and coastal defenses, 
coastal landscapes, high-resolution 
surge modeling for flood control, 
integration of urban greenways 
for surge protection, urban flood 
storage and discharge, surge bar-
riers, living shorelines, regional 
sediment management, and natural 
resource restoration, among many 
other ideas. Many of 
these concepts are 
still evolving but in 
some instances have 
reached the imple-
mentation phase. 

ASBPA will 
host its 2016 Na-
tional Coastal 
Conference Oct. 
25-28 at the Ocean 
Place Resort, Long 
Branch, New Jersey, 
Founded in New Jer-
sey in 1926, ASBPA 
returns to the state to 
celebrate its 90-year 
history of science-
based policies for the preservation 
of the nation’s coastal areas and set 
a course for the future of coastal 
sustainability and resiliency. The 
theme of the conference is “Light-

ing the Way for the Coastal Fu-
ture,” offering an exciting oppor-
tunity for coastal professionals to 
learn of, and discuss, the new and 
evolving landscape of coastal sci-
ence, engineering and policy. 

I would like to encourage 
anyone working in the coastal 
environment to consider submitting 
an abstract to present their research 
at this very exciting conference. 

Technical or policy-
oriented presenta-
tions are invited for 
a broad range of 
coastal issues related 
to changes in coastal 
ecology, science, 
engineering, eco-
nomics, and policy. 
Presentations may be 
PowerPoint or poster 
format. Abstracts 
(500 words) are due 
May 9, 2016. Ab-
stracts may be sub-
mitted via an online 
form at: http://www.
asbpa.org/conferenc-

es/conf_fall_16_call_for_abstracts.
htm.

I look forward to seeing you at 
the 2016 National Coastal Confer-
ence at the Jersey shore! v

New this year!
For the 2016 National 

Coastal Conference ab-
stracts will be submitted via 
an online form. Go to http://
www.asbpa.org/conferences/
conf_fall_16_call_for_ab-
stracts.htm. Abstracts are due 
May 9..

BOEM publishes 
proposed OCS rule

In late March, the Bureau of 
Ocean Energy Management 
(BOEM), the agency respon-

sible for managing offshore mineral 
rights, proposed a rule that would 
set policy for negotiated, non-
competitive agreement for use of 
offshore sediment. 

According to BOEM: “The 
proposed rule would not materi-
ally change existing requirements 
for negotiated agreements to use 
these minerals in coastal restora-
tion and construction projects, does 
not affect OCS oil or gas resources, 
and should not impose additional 
compliance obligations or costs 
upon the regulated entities.” 

Essentially, the rule simply 
makes official the procedures that 
BOEM has operated under in 
providing off shore sand to beach 
projects. 

“To date, BOEM has ex-
ecuted 48 leases to provide OCS 
sand resources for coastal restora-
tion projects in seven states (New 
Jersey, Maryland, Virginia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Florida, 
and Louisiana), conveying more 
than 112 million cubic yards of ma-
terial that has restored more than 
269 miles of coastline.” 

The rule can be found on 
www.regulations.gov, under 
“BOEM-2010-0041”, and the Reg-
ulation Identifier Number (RIN) 
“1010-AD90”. Comments will be 
accepted until May 23, 2016. v
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The American Shore & Beach Preservation Associa-
tion (ASBPA) announces the Call for Abstracts for 
its 2016 National Coastal Conference, Oct. 25-28 

at the Ocean Place Resort, Long Branch, NJ. 

ASBPA is the nation’s first organization to promote 
science-based policies for the preservation of coastal 
areas.  The theme of the 2016 conference is “Lighting 
the Way for the Coastal Future.” The national coastal 
conference will provide an opportunity for all coastal 
stakeholders to learn together and develop collabora-
tive networks and resources to promote best manage-
ment practices to maintain and improve the health of 
our coasts.

Technical and policy-oriented PowerPoint presentations 
or posters are invited for a broad 
range of coastal issues related to 
changes in coastal ecology, sci-
ence, engineering, economics, and 
policy.  Specific topics include, but 
are not limited to:
•	 Rebuild by Design Concepts 

and Projects
•	 Green/Grey Infrastructure and 

Living Shorelines
•	 USACE North Atlantic Coast 

Comprehensive Study Imple-
mentation

•	 Lessons Learned from Sandy
•	 Coastal Landscape Architec-

ture
•	 Coastal Modeling 
•	 Coastal Hazard Mapping & 

Analysis Tools

ASBPA 2016 National Coastal Conference
“Lighting the Way for the Coastal Future”

CALL FOR ABSTRACTS
Due May 9, 2016

•	 Coastal Resiliency 
•	 Sea Level Guidance, Planning and Adaptive Man-

agement
•	 Beach Restoration and Coastal Structures
•	 Lagoon, Wetland, Marsh, and Estuary Restoration 

and Enhancement
•	 Regional Sediment Management
•	 Economics of Coastal Resources 
•	 Federal, State, and Local Coastal Policy, Regula-

tory and Legal Issues
•	 Sand/Beach Access Rights
•	 Community Outreach and Education

Presentations may be Power-
Point or poster format. One-page 
abstracts are due May 9, 2016. 
Abstracts may be submitted via an 
online form at: http://www.asbpa.
org/conferences/conf_fall_16_
call_for_abstracts.htm Abstracts 
must include the name, affiliation, 
address, telephone number and 
e-mail address of the primary cor-
responding author and include a 
brief (100-word maximum) biogra-
phy of the presenter. All expenses 
are the responsibility of the pre-
senter, including travel, lodging, 
and registration fees. Submissions 
will be confirmed within a week of 
submittal with notification of pre-
sentation status by June 20, 2016. 
Additional information can be 
found at www.asbpa.org.
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The Student/New Professional Committee 
submits a monthly column that either high-
lights research or experience of ASPBA’s 
students and new professionals. If you are 
a student or new professional and would 
like to contribute to the monthly student/
new professional column, or if you are a 
seasoned professional who would like to 
connect with any of the monthly writers, 
please contact Tiffany Roberts Briggs 
at briggst@fau.edu or Katie Brutsche at 
Katherine.E.Brutsche@usace.army.mil.

Integrating Health in All Policy in coastal planning

EAGLIN

By MARGARET EAGLIN,  
MPH, MUPP, Doctor of  
Public Health Student, 
University of Illinois at Chicago

When I was a child, I want-
ed to be a meteorologist. 
I was always fascinated 

by extreme weather events (e.g. se-
vere thunderstorms, numerous tor-
nado alerts, blizzards, and floods) 
that often occurred in Chicago. Un-
fortunately, my career choice took 
a different turn. I decided to go into 
the field of public health. 

In the fall of 1992, I enrolled 
in the Master of Public Health pro-
gram at the University of Michigan 
School of Public Health, special-
izing in epidemiology. Here, I 
learned the importance of not only 
understanding human pathology, 
but also understanding the broader 
factors that influence disease with 
regards to “person, place and time.” 
I wanted to use my skills to make a 
difference in real communities. 

Therefore, I decided to be-
come a practicing epidemiologist. 
I wanted to monitor the distribu-
tion and determinants of diseases 
within communities and popula-
tions so that I could help identify 
opportunities to prevent poor health 
and disease, and treat illness at the 
community level. Pursuing this 
passion over the past 22 years, I 
have served in the public sector 
as an epidemiologist, specializing 
in maternal and child health and 
infectious diseases. 

In 2005, after Hurricane 
Katrina struck the Gulf Coast of 
the United States, my career took 
another turn back to my original 
interest in extreme weather events. 
I became particularly interested in 

the impact of flooding from coastal 
storms on public health, after 
watching many videos and reading 
stories about the impact of Hur-
ricane Katrina in New Orleans and 

Biloxi. I wanted 
to learn what 
was contributing 
to the increase 
in frequency and 
intensity of these 
extreme weather 
events along 
our nation’s 
coast. After 
watching “An 

Inconvenient Truth” by the former 
Vice President Al Gore, I began to 
understand the connection between 
global warming, climate change 
and coastal hazards. 

In 2007, I decided that I need-
ed to pursue additional training, 
combining my training and skills 
in principles and practice of public 
health with those of urban plan-
ning. Therefore, I chose to pursue 

a Master of Urban Planning and 
Policy (MUPP) degree program at 
the University of Illinois at Chica-
go (UIC), specializing in economic 
and environmental planning. 

I felt that the MUPP degree 
would provide me with a better 
understanding of how external, and 
societal factors, such as economic 
and environmental conditions, as 
well as the political, educational, 
health and other infrastructures at 
the neighborhood and jurisdictional 
levels, either allow or deter com-
munities from having the ability 
to protect their populations and 
provide adequate services. I needed 
to better understand how these 
external factors either promote or 
impede the ability of communities 
— especially coastal communi-
ties — to protect their population’s 
health in the face of climate change 
and extreme weather events in 
order to help people stay healthy 
and avoid disease risks along the 
coastal zone “where they live, work 
and play.” 

In August 2014, I enrolled in 
the Doctor of Public Health Lead-
ership Program at the University of 
Illinois at Chicago. I pursued this 
degree because I felt that it would 
provide me with more advanced 
knowledge and practice skills to 
critically analyze public health 
problems that impact coastal resi-
dents, as well as apply advanced 
research and statistical methods to 
answer critical questions about the 
multi-sectorial and multifactorial 
contributors to illness, death and 
other threats to the health and well-
being of diverse populations from 
coastal hazards and climate change. 

My research interest is fo-
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cused on integrating a Health in 
All Policy (HiAP) approach in 
the coastal management decision-
making process. The HiAP is a col-
laborative approach that engages 
diverse governmental partners and 
stakeholders, to incorporate health, 
equity, and sustainability consider-
ations into decision-making across 
sectors and policy area. 

Many land-use decisions are 
often made without the consider-
ation or review of potential health 
consequences. The health impact 
assessment (HIA) is a tool that 
achieves the HiAP by providing 
evidence-based recommendations 
to inform decision-making to land-
use and public health agencies, as 
well as communities relative to the 
health implications of policies or 
proposals prior to implementation. 

My potential dissertation topic 
will focus on providing recom-
mendations to policy makers to 
incorporate HIAs into the coastal 
restoration and protection plan-
ning process. Attending the ASBPA 
Coastal Summit 2016 helped me to 
network with subject matter experts 
in the field of coastal management 
at the local and federal level, as 
well as to understand the federal 
process of coastal policy and poli-
tics in Washington, DC. v

Agency advocacy meetings reports
As a part of ASBPA’s Coastal Summit, 
ASBPA board members organized four 
meetings between ASBPA members 
and federal agencies. Below are sum-
maries of the meetings with the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers and U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service.

USACE meeting
By JULIE ROSATI, Ph.D.,  
ASBPA board member

As part of the ASBPA’s 2016 
Coastal Summit, ASBPA 
leadership and interested 

members met with representa-
tives from the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE) at the USACE 
Headquarters Building in Wash-
ington, DC. More than 25 were 
in attendance, including USACE 
representatives from the Headquar-
ters office, the Engineer Research 
and Development Center’s (ERDC) 
Coastal & Hydraulics and Environ-
mental Laboratories, and the Insti-
tute for Water Resources (IWR).

Discussion focused on several 
topics including conducting ad-
ditional comprehensive regional 
studies, such as the North Atlan-
tic Coast Comprehensive Study, 
Mississippi Coastal Improvements 
Program, and Louisiana Coastal 
Protection and Restoration activi-
ties; the recent advances in using 
Natural and Nature-Based Feature 
(NNBF) approaches to sustain 
ocean, bay, lake and estuary coastal 
regions; and advantages in leverag-
ing other federal, state and non-
governmental office (NGO) activi-
ties along the coast. 

To encourage future funding 
of additional comprehensive stud-
ies, participants stressed the need to 

apply and cite the lessons learned 
through previous studies. For ex-
ample, coastal communities might 
incorporate lessons learned and 
recommendations from compre-
hensive studies into storm recovery 
plans. Regions may also do well to 
organize integrated teams to tackle 
coastal issues in order to leverage 
each other’s resources as well as to 
identify the need for future federal 
action required. 

While research is being 
conducted to develop design and 
maintenance guidance for NNBFs 
as coastal management options, 
coastal communities can advance 
knowledge by providing key 
information on how well NN-
BFs perform and are maintained 
through typical and extreme coastal 
conditions. In conclusion, ASBPA 
encouraged continued research 
and development associated with 
coastal beaches, estuaries, and 
communities in supporting the 
USACE’s storm damage reduction, 
navigation and environmental mis-
sion areas.

USFWS meeting
By ARAM TERCHUNIAN, M.Sc., 
Advocacy Visit co-chair

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) visit by 
ASBPA members Tim Kana, 

Ken Humiston, Patricia Pacitti, 
Eric Lutz, Bill DiLibero and Aram 
Terchunian was highly productive. 
USFWS was represented by Patrice 
Ashfield, Trish Adams and Johna-
than Phinney.

The staff indicated that their 
primary constraint at the field office 

 Continued on next page
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level is the lack of staff to respond 
to the various consultations re-
quired for the 1,550 listed species 
and 500-600 listed critical habitats. 
In response to these constraints 
the USFWS has implemented a 
common review process wherein 
like kind consultation requests are 
handled in a more uniform and 
streamline manner. Nevertheless, 
staff constraints continue to hamper 
these consultation efforts. Some 
specific programmatic approaches 
were suggested by staff including 
participating in the NCTC (Nation-
al Conservation Training Center) 
programs that give applicants 
instructions on how to best submit 
a request for 
consultation. 
Such training 
may help ex-
pedite consul-
tation reviews.

In ad-
dition, the Ser-
vice suggested 
that consider-
ation be given 
for Section 
10 vs Section 
7 consultations. The reasoning is 
that a Section 10 consultation may 
be issued for 25-40 years and thus 
eliminate the need for numerous 
consultations under Section 7 on 
many individual projects. How-
ever, the Section 10 process is 
more rigorous since it is intended 
to address multiple project occur-
rences as opposed to individual 
project occurrences under Section 7 
consultations. Commonly, Section 
10 documents prescribe mitigation 
which may pose issues for some 

Agencies——————————————————————————————————
 Continued from page 7 projects.

Another potential effort could 
be the development of a Program-
matic Biological Opinion for beach 
restoration projects. This could be 
done either for a region (North-
east or Southeast USA) or by state 
(for example, Florida). Thus, a 
programmatic biological opinion 
developing a Habitat Conservation 
Plan (HCP) would cover multiple 
instances of beach restoration 
within the geographic area of the 
B.O.

ASBPA is requesting regional 
contacts for programmatic Section 
7 and Section 10 consultations in 
the Southeast and Northeast Atlan-
tic/Gulf Coast, Regions 4 and 5, 

respectively. 
The ASBPA 
seeks guid-
ance from US-
FWS HQ as 
to what other 
programs 
(and program 
contacts at Re-
gional and HQ 
level) interact 
and could 
be mutually 

benefited from beach and coastal 
restoration projects.

ASBPA will continue to 
interact with Patrice Ashfield and 
Trish Adams as our primary points 
of contact at the USFWS HQ in 
Falls Church. ASBPA is request-
ing quarterly communication with 
staff to report on progress with both 
programmatic efforts and specific 
projects and an additional follow 
up meeting in early 2017. 

ASBPA invites the USFWS 
to the ASBPA conference in Long 

Branch New Jersey on October 
2016. The title of the Conference is 
“Lighting the Way” and celebrates 
90 years of advocating for healthy 
coasts. USFWS is invited to par-
ticipate in both the technical papers 
and as a conference participant.

NMFS meeting
By DEREK BROCKBANK, 
ASBPA Executive Director

In continuing efforts to help 
improve permitting from Na-
tional Marine Fisheries Service 

(NMFS), ASBPA staff and board 
members have had multiple meet-
ings in February and March with 
NMFS regulatory leads at their 
headquarters in Washington. We 
are looking to improve processes 
that have made NMFS permitting 
slow. We are seeking to expand the 
use of general permits and ensure 
permits get decided at the divi-
sion level by biologists and do not 
require legal review from head-
quarters. 

We are also advocating for 
full funding for NMFS regulatory 
efforts, so the agency can increase 
staff size to match its increasing 
workload. But local applicants can 
help expedite permitting by, when-
ever possible, grouping similar 
projects into one permit, mak-
ing sure permit applications have 
full information, and not calling 
members of congress to request 
individual projects get prioritized 
or special treatment — NMFS at 
all levels assures us this only takes 
up time in responding to Members 
of Congress and does nothing to 
expedite a project. v
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At the 2016 Ocean Sciences meeting in New Orleans on Feb. 23, Nicole 
Elko, Ph.D., ASBPA Vice President of Science & Technology, presented 
on behalf of ASBPA on “The Future of Nearshore Processes Research: 
U.S. Integrated Coastal Research Program.” To see a full-size version 
of her poster (shown above), go to http://www.asbpa.org/publications/
pubs_white_papers.htm. v

Elko presents at 
Ocean Sciences
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American Beach News Service

How can Congress invest in your coast?

Healthy coasts are a wise 
investment. Coastlines 
protect communities from 

storms and sea level rise, provide 
habitat and ecological benefits, 
support coastal economies, pro-
vide recreation to local residents 
and draw tourists from around the 
world. This means healthy coast-
lines bring multiple returns on the 
investment made by the federal 
government, state and local project 
sponsors and private investors. 

So what can Congress do to 
sensibly invest in healthy coast-
lines?

1) Fund key coastal pro-
grams: Money still makes the 
world go around and, even in the 
post-earmarks era, let’s never for-
get that only Congress can appro-
priate federal funds. So Members 
should fund the following:

• Shore protection projects 
through the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE), the federal 
agency tasked with coastal con-
struction projects.

• Regional Sediment Man-
agement (RSM) projects through 
USACE, allow systemic manage-
ment of sand to maximize natural 
and economic efficiencies.

• Coastal and marine geology 
efforts through the U.S. Geological 
Survey (USGS).

• Coastal resilience grants 
through the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA), to help efforts throughout 
the country to boost resilience and 
resistance.

• Coastal permitting efforts 
through the National Marine Fish-

eries Service (NMFS) and the U.S. 
Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS), 
so these agencies can move more 
efficiently.

2) Pursue long-term coastal 
funding: By authorizing an ar-
ray of federal agencies to pursue 
public-private partnerships with 
states, local government and the 
private sector, Congress could 
lead the way toward establishing a 
long-term funding base to address 
coastal management issues – mov-
ing this whole effort from being 
segmented or crisis-driven to being 
coordinated and anticipatory.

This also means protecting 
existing sources of coastal funding 
from being diverted into non-coast-
al uses as well as being open to 
developing new sources of funding 
appropriate to the needs and issues 
at hand.

3) Pass a Water Resources 
Development Act (WRDA) this 
year, and get this authorization 
back on a two-year cycle that’s 
predictable and professional. There 
are a number of specific efforts 
that should be included in the next 
WRDA – establishing a federal 
coastal priorities list, supporting 
interagency undertaking along the 
coast, supporting RSM efforts now 
under way and encouraging a more 
systematic approach to coastal risk 

reduction. But returning to a more 
consistent WRDA cycle would also 
allow communities and agencies 
to plan their efforts (and the fund-
ing those efforts need) with more 
consistency… which saves time, 
dollars and effort, and only makes 
sense.

4) Fund more Comprehen-
sive Coastal Studies. The North 
Atlantic study done in the wake 
of Superstorm Sandy developed a 
cohesive strategy for integrating 
shore protection with estuary and 
environmental restoration – again, 
a prudent use of resources in a 
way that maximizes benefits to the 
coast. Undertaking similar studies 
for other U.S. coasts would allow 
this integrative effort to expand, 
either in response to or (preferably) 
in anticipation of storms, as well 
as allow the post-Sandy work to 
continue and develop.

5) Support the coast: Mem-
bers of Congress should become 
members of the Coastal Communi-
ties Caucus and join a bipartisan 
group of Representatives working 
to speak in defense of America’s 
coasts. Common interests help 
build common ground, and if coast-
al concerns can help bring people 
in Washington together, that’s good 
for everyone.

NOTE: These recommenda-
tions are drawn from the 2016 
Legislative and Federal Agency 
Agenda developed by the Ameri-
can Shore & Beach Preservation 
Association (ASBPA), a 501(c)3 
nonprofit founded in 1926 that 
advocates for healthy coastlines 
by promoting the integration of 
science, policies and actions that 
maintain, protect and enhance the 
coasts of America. v

American Beach News Service
The articles below were sent the 2nd and 4th 
Tuesday of the month to over 400 media 
outlets. We encourage members to utilize 
information in these communications with 
their clients, constituents and others. A full 
list of all the ABNS articles can be located 
at http://www.asbpa.org/news/newsroom_
beachnews.htm
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American Beach News Service

How can federal agencies invest in your coast?

Healthy coasts are a wise 
investment. Coastlines 
protect communities from 

storms and sea level rise, provide 
habitat and ecological benefits, 
support coastal economies, pro-
vide recreation to local residents 
and draw tourists from around the 
world. This means healthy coast-
lines bring multiple returns on the 
investment made by the federal 
government, state and local project 
sponsors and private investors. 

So what can federal agen-
cies do now to sensibly invest in 
healthy coastlines?

1) Expand the range of 
benefits for coastal projects’ 
economic impacts. Required by 
law to show $1 of benefit for every 
federal $1 spent on projects, the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
actually is forced to show $2.5:$1 
to justify federal participation in 
projects — and that is limited to 
protective value only (which shuts 
out projects with less dense upland 
development behind the beach and 
doesn’t include ecosystem and 
habitat benefits). There have been 
multiple studies that document the 
economic benefits to city, state and 
federal governments; however, the 
Corps is prohibited from includ-
ing these benefits in calculating 
the benefit to cost ratio. The Corps 
should be allowed to expand the 
benefits analysis to include eco-
nomic and ecological values.

2) Expedite the Corps re-
view and approval process. 
Recent (in the last decade) efforts 
by the Corps to expedite feasibility 
studies for projects have helped a 
once-laborious process, but there 

are still problems that often leave 
local sponsors (cities and counties, 
say) having to sign off on studies 
before knowing all the real costs. 
Time for more tweaking to speed 
things up.

3) Improve regulatory and 
permitting timeframes and in-
tegration. As anyone who works 
there knows, coastal restoration 
comes with many regulations to 
protect species, habitat and condi-
tions. In order to comply with all 
the rules within the framework of a 
major public works project such as 
beach restoration, timing is crucial 
— which means coordination and 
cooperation between regulatory 
agencies is similarly essential. If a 
project manager can’t get approval 
to protect an upland habitat within 
the window designed to protect wa-
terborne creatures, projects won’t 
get done — or species and habitat 
won’t get properly protected. Nei-
ther of those outcomes is accept-
able, and so regulatory folks should 

be able to work together and have 
the funding and resources neces-
sary to do their work in a timely 
fashion, so projects, people and 
nature can all benefit.

4) Use, don’t lose, any sand 
we have along the coast. If more 
federal agencies (some of them 
already do) recognized what a 
valuable resource we have in 
nearshore sand, they could bet-
ter support Regional Sediment 
Management (a systems approach 
to managing sand) and Beneficial 
Use of Dredged Materials (using 
dredged materials from navigation 
projects to restore adjacent beaches 
and wetlands rather than dump-
ing it offshore and losing it to the 
coastal systems forever). Support-
ing (and funding) both approaches 
in any coastal project with federal 
involvement would help keep this 
valuable resources protecting our 
coasts. Additionally, we need to 
clarify the RSM language to not 
penalize operating & management 
budgets if a slightly more expen-
sive beneficial use of dredged ma-
terial is selected as the best (but not 
necessarily the lowest cost) option

5) Support regional efforts 
to promote coastal protection. 
This can range from finishing the 
work identified by the post-Sandy 
study of the Northeast coast to 
expanding such studies to other 
coastal areas around the country. 
It can mean protecting existing 
funding sources for coastal work 
from elimination (as is threatened 
along the Gulf Coast), to ensuring 
prospective funding sources are 
kept working for the coast (as is 
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A look back at 1926
Editor’s Note: In celebration of ASBPA’s 90th anniversary, 
we will include a bit of information from 1926 in each issue.

The Call for Abstracts for the 
2016 National Coastal Con-
ference has now been posted 

to the home page. Click through 
the call to submit your abstract via 
our new online form. 

Nominations are still being 
accepted for the 2016 Best Re-
stored Beaches awards. Click the 
link from the home page to access 
the Call for Nominations – the 
deadline is April 10. If you know of 
a great project, please contact the 
sponsor and let them know about 
this opportunity for recognition. 

The 2016 ASBPA Photo Con-
test is underway. You could win 

WWW.ASBPA.ORG
the need with the RESTORE funds 
from the Deepwater Horizon oil 
spill) to supporting new and neces-
sary projects in coastal areas where 
federal involvement is historically 
weak (such as Texas, California 
and sections of New England and 
the Northwest).

Federal agencies don’t al-
ways set their own directions, so 
some of these suggestions may 
take Congressional action to fully 
implement. But if agency leaders 
pursue the changes they can make 
and request the ones they can’t, we 
can realize some real progress in 
investing in our nation’s coasts.

NOTE: These recommenda-
tions are drawn from the 2016 
Legislative and Federal Agency 
Agenda developed by the Ameri-
can Shore & Beach Preservation 
Association (ASBPA), a 501(c)3 
nonprofit founded in 1926 that 
advocates for healthy coastlines 
by promoting the integration of 
science, policies and actions that 
maintain, protect and enhance the 
coasts of America. v

a year’s membership in ASBPA 
including a subscription to Shore & 
Beach and your photo could grace 
the first issue of 2017! Please, 
check out the rules linked from the 
home page and publications pages 
and submit your best coastal photo-
graphs. 

We are still working on our 
new website upgrade. We hope to 
have the site active by early May! 

Don’t forget to “like” ASBPA 
on Facebook (fb.me/american-
beaches) and follow us on Twitter 
(@asbpa) to stay up to date on the 
latest beach news. — Beth Scidu-
aone, Ph.D., ASBPA Webmaster v

Famous births:
• Patricia Neal
• Alan Greenspan
• Ralph Abernathy
• Harper Lee
• Miles Davis
• Andy Griffith
• Marilyn Monroe

• Tony Bennett
• Hugh Hefner
• Queen Elizabeth
• Jerry Lewis
• Chuck Berry
• Fidel Castro
• Allen Ginsberg v

n April 1, 2016: Texas Chap-
ter ASBPA Symposium, University 
of Texas Marine Science Institute, 
Port Aransas, TX. Details at http://
www.texasasbpa.org/site/home/.

n April 21: Rhode Island 
Coastal Erosion Control Workshop, 
Crowne Plaza Warwick, Rhode Is-
land. Details by emailing shannon.
bragg@ejprescott.com.

n June 21-23, 2016, “From 

CONFERENCES
Sail to Satellite: Delivering So-
lutions for Tomorrow’s MTS,” 
Washington, DC. Details at: 
http://www.cvent.com/events/
from-sail-to-satellite-delivering-
solutions-for-tomorrow-s-mts/
event-summary-5a62122d2eb-
748979bea7be80c4503c2.aspx 

n Sept. 14-16 2016: FSBPA 
Annual Conference at the Naples 
Grande, Naples, FL. Details at 

www.fsbpa.com
n Oct. 25-28, 2016: ASB-

PA’s National Coastal Confer-
ence, Ocean Place Resort, Long 
Branch, NJ. bstracts due May 9; 
details to come at www.asbpa.
org.

n Feb. 28-March 2, 2017: 
ASBPA Coastal Summit, Wash-
ington, DC. Details to come at 
www.asbpa.org. v


