
 

 

 

SUMMER NEWSLETTER 2015  

Recent News 

 
 
On April 17th, the HSBPA Board of Directors approved 
the chapter’s first publication, “Beach Restoration in 
Hawaii: Challenges and Opportunities.”  This white 
paper presents the outcomes from the HSBPA Beach 
Restoration Workshop, held on November 24th, 2014 in 
Honolulu.  
 
The white paper includes a background on beach 
erosion and restoration in Hawaii, provides an overview 
of the workshop, and includes key recommendations 
moving forward to improve beach restoration as an 
option for maintaining Hawaii’s disappearing beaches.   
 
The recommendations from the workshop include 
streamlining the permitting process for beach 
restoration projects, increasing funding to support  
 

 
 
 
 
 
beach preservation and restoration, supporting studies 
of offshore sand resources that may be available for 
beach nourishment, and improve understanding of 
potential impacts to the marine environment from beach 
restoration.   
 
The white paper is available for download at 
http://www.hawaiishoreandbeach.org/.  Please contact 
Brad Romine at romine@hawaii.edu with any questions 
related to the paper.  

Legislative Update 
The Hawaii State Legislature closed its 2015 session on 
May 7. It was an unprecedented year for proposed bills 
related to coastal management.  The HSBPA 
Legislative Committee has been actively tracking 
legislation and submitted testimony in support of several 
bills at the State and Honolulu City Council related to 
beach management.   
 
The HSBPA provided written testimony on State bills 
that proposed a beach management plan for the North 
Shore of Oahu (SB 204), exempting clean beach sand 
from the State’s list of “water pollutants” for certain 
types of small beach management projects (HB 872), 
and increased funding to support beach conservation 
and restoration efforts through the Department of Land 
and Natural Resources (DLNR) (HB 444).  
 
HB 444 passed the State Legislature and, at the time of 
this writing, is awaiting the Governor’s signature.  The 
final version of HB 444 provides $3 million to the DLNR 
Special Land and Development Fund, of which 
$600,000 will be allocated annually to the DLNR Office 
of Conservation and Coastal Lands (OCCL) to support 
beach conservation and restoration efforts.  This money 
will help support the State’s beach maintenance efforts 
at Waikiki, Oahu; Kaanapali, Maui; and elsewhere.  In 
addition, the OCCL plans to revive a streamlined 
programmatic permit for small-scale beach restoration 
projects and investigate offshore sand resources and 
recovery for beach nourishment projects.   
 



 

 

Legislative (continued from p.1) 
SB 204 and HB 872 did not make it through this 
Legislative season.  However, all is not lost!  Worthwhile 
bills are often revived in the following session.  At the 
very least, the hearings on these bills including 
HSBPA’s testimony helped raise awareness of the 
State’s critical needs for improving and simplifying 
preservation and restoration of our beaches.  
 
At Honolulu City Council, Bills 81 and 82 establishes a 
Waikiki Beach Special Improvement District (SID) 
providing improved funding for shoreline improvement, 
restoration and protection projects at Waikiki.  The bills 
passed the third and final Council hearing with a 
unanimous vote of approval and have been sent to the 
Mayor for approval. The funding from the new Waikiki 
SID will bolster efforts to keep up with ongoing erosion 
at Waikiki in partnership with DLNR and other 
stakeholders and will support a new Waikiki beach 
management coordinator.     
 
See the Hawaii State Legislature website for more 
information on these Bills at: www.capitol.hawaii.gov.  
Also, if you would like to be involved in the HSBPA 
legislative committee contact Brad Romine at 
romine@hawaii.edu or Ruby Pap at rpap@hawaii.edu.  

 
National News- ASBPA 
The national American Shore and Beach Preservation 
Association’s Shore and Beach publication recently 
published a report titled “The Future of Nearshore 
Processes Research”. HSBPA is currently reviewing the 
report and believes it has research implications and 
recommendations relevant to Hawaii’s coastal research 
needs. 
 
The report summarizes the coastal research needs in 
the U.S. and highlights America’s coastal nearshore 
need of further integrated research and the nurturing of 
a “nearshore community” to ensure its fragile resources 
are being properly managed and protected. This vision 
for the future of nearshore processes research was 
developed at a 2014 workshop in Duck, North Carolina, 
called "“The Past and Future of Nearshore Processes 
Research: Reflections on the Sallenger Years and a 
New Vision for the Future”. 
 
This report, along with a companion piece looking at the 
last 40 years of nearshore research, was published in 
the most recent issues of “Shore & Beach”, a peer-  

 
 
 
 
 
reviewed technical journal published by the American 
Shore & Beach Preservation Association (ASBPA) 
since 1933.  
 
Those interested in receiving a PDF of the entire 
Nearshore Processes report can make requests to 
managing@asbpa.org. 

Elections 
HSBPA elections for 2015 were for the five At-Large 
positions.  Nominations were open from the beginning 
of December, 2014, until the middle of January, 2015.  
At the end of the nomination period the incumbents 
were the only members nominated for the positions.  
HSBPA was fortunate in that each of the incumbents 
agreed to serve another one-year term.  
 
HSBPA would like to thank David Smith, Andrew 
Bohlander, Andrew Wycklendt, Chuck Blay, and Matt 
Barbee for their willingness to serve, and their 
acceptance of another year of service on the Board of 
Directors. 
 

Committees 
HSBPA members are welcome to participate on any of 
the Committees below. This is a great way to get to 
know your fellow HSBPA members and work towards 
preservation and restoration of Hawaii’s beaches and 
coastal environments! Please contact Committee Chairs 
if you are interested.  
 
Budget - Chair Ben Reder (ben.reder@noaa.gov)  
Press Release - Chair Rob Walker 
(walkerra@hawaii.edu)  
Membership Engagement-Chair Tara Owens 
(taram@hawaii.edu) 
Website - Chair Andy Bohlander 
(andrewbo@hawaii.edu)  
Legislative - Chair Brad Romine (romine@hawaii.edu) 
and Ruby Pap (rpap@hawaii.edu)  
ASBPA and HSBPA Document Editing - Chair Chris 
Conger (cconger@seaengineering.com)  
HSBPA Bylaws - Chair Rob Walker 
(walkerra@hawaii.edu)  
Workshops and Meetings - Chair Dolan Eversole 
(eversole@hawaii.edu)  



 

 

President’s Update 
Aloha HSBPA members.  Thank you for persevering 
through our first year as an organization.  Your 
understanding and support has been tremendous, and 
appreciated.   
 
The Hawaii Chapter of the American Shore and Beach 
Preservation Association (ASBPA) was awarded our 
Charter on October 24, 2013, at the ASBPA National 
Coastal Conference in South Padre Island, TX.  Since 
then, we have been an active chapter of the ASBPA, 
with our own bylaws and an elected Board of Directors.  
Our  HSBPA Chapter membership is a blend of 
community members, private sector (engineering, 
science, and planning), academia, and agency 
representatives (Federal, State, and County).   
 
Though membership is currently diverse, the Board of 
Directors is hoping to improve membership outreach as 
a key component of our 2015 activities.   
 

Annual Meeting November 2014 (photo: Dolan Eversole). 
 
The Chapter held its first annual Board of Directors 
planning and summary meeting, the first annual 
Chapter Membership meeting, and the first annual 
technical workshop on November 24, 2014.  The Board 
of Directors meeting had full turn out from elected 
members and charted the course for the Chapter's 
efforts in 2015.  The membership meeting was a 
success, and had open communication between the 
Board and the members.  The technical workshop 
focused on local beach nourishment project constraints, 
with invited speakers from the private sector, agencies, 
and academia, who specialize in the coastal 
environment.  The workshop focused on the physical, 
financial, and regulatory issues that make beach 
nourishment a difficult alternative to implement for  

 
 
 
 
 
mitigating erosion and reducing natural coastal hazard 
risk on Hawaii's shoreline.  HSBPA was very fortunate 
to have financial and logistics support from both the 
Hawaii Department of Land and Natural Resources and 
the ASBPA.  The white paper discussed in this 
newsletter is a direct outcome of the technical 
workshop. 
 
Immediately following the meetings and workshop, 
HSBPA began the election process for the five At-Large 
Directors.  The nomination process was fairly uneventful 
with no new candidates being nominated for the 
positions.  
 
During that time, Greg Guannel who had been our 
elected Treasurer moved to Florida with his family.  
Though we are sad to see Greg go, we were all very 
excited about his new career opportunity with The 
Nature Conservancy.  We were fortunate that Ben 
Reder was willing to step up into the role, allowing for a 
relatively smooth transition of the Treasurer’s duties.  
 
As you can see from the articles in this newsletter, our 
Board and membership have been active.  We are 
working on multiple fronts, using committees to spread 
the workload while also allowing anyone who is 
interested to participate.  
 
This newsletter is our first shot at formalizing our 
broader membership engagement.  We intend to 
prepare a newsletter quarterly, to keep folks posted on 
what is going on and provide an opportunity to share 
ideas.  Please take a read through, and feel free to 
send comments and questions our way.  Also, if you 
have a technical or topical article you would like to 
share, send it on and we will see about fitting it into the 
next quarterly publication. 
 
For the foreseeable future, HSBPA will continue to 
focus on issues related to the wide range of coastal 
environments found along Hawaii's diverse, island 
shorelines.  In the mean time, I hope to see you all at 
this year’s annual meeting. Until then, I wish you and 
your family a healthy and exciting summer, hopefully 
spent on Hawaii’s amazing shoreline! 

 

 



 

 

Coastal Literature 

Erosion at Kahana Bay on Maui’s west side after a series of 
Kona wave events in January 2015 (photo: Tara Owens). 

 
Beach erosion is already a major problem in Hawaii.  
How bad will it get in coming decades with projected 
increasing rates of sea-level rise?  New research by 
scientists at the University of Hawaii Coastal Geology 
Group led by post-doctoral researcher Tiffany 
Anderson, finds that coastal erosion will double in 
Hawaii by mid-century under IPCC “business as usual” 
climate and sea-level rise scenarios.    
 
The project looked at erosion forecasts at ten beaches 
on Kauai, Oahu, and Maui.  For the study published this 
week in Natural Hazards, the research team developed 
a simple model to assess future erosion hazards under 
higher sea levels - taking into account historical 
shoreline changes and projected sea-level rise.  
 
If these beaches were to follow current trends, an 
average 20 to 40 feet of shoreline recession would be 
expected by 2050 and 2100, respectively.  “When we 
modeled future shoreline change with the increased 
rates of sea level rise (SLR) projected under the IPCC’s 
“business as usual” scenario, we found that increased 
SLR causes an average 16–20 feet of additional 
shoreline retreat by 2050, and an average of nearly 60 
feet of additional retreat by 2100,” said Tiffany 
Anderson. “With these new results government 
agencies can begin to develop adaptation strategies, 
including new policies, for safely developing the 
shoreline,” said Anderson.   
 
To further improve the estimates of climate impacts, the 
next step for the team of researchers will be to combine 
the new model with assessments of increased flooding 

 

by waves. The research was sponsored by the Hawaiʻi 
Department of Land and Natural Resources and the 
U.S. Geological Survey Pacific Islands Climate Science 
Center. 
The State of Hawaii will be developing a State Sea 
Level Rise Vulnerability and Adaptation Report under 
the Hawaii Climate Adaptation Initiative Act (Act 83, 
2014) over the next three years incorporating the results 
from this and other recent studies looking at the 
projected impacts of sea-level rise in Hawaii.  
 
A press release from the University of Hawaii regarding 
the article is available HERE.  The full article is 
available for download at the journal “Natural Hazards.”

  
 

Become a Member! 
 
Benefits of joining the ASBPA and HSBPA include: 
 

1. Expand your network! Join a group of peers 
that share a deep passion for the preservation 
of Hawaii’s beaches  

2. Make a Difference! Great opportunity to have a 
voice and engage community on a wide range 
of coastal matters 

3. Stay informed! with free subscriptions to the 
Coastal Voice and Shore & Beach, the official 
Journal of the ASBPA 

4. Save money! With reduced registration costs 
at ASBPA's two annual conferences 

 
For more information, see:                    
www.hawaiishoreandbeach.org 

 
 


