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Coastal Voice
THE NEWSLETTER OF THE AMERICAN SHORE & BEACH PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION

BROCKBANK

Save the dates!
n Feb. 28-March 2: ASBPA’s Coastal Summit,
    Washington, DC. Registration is open
n Oct. 24-27: ASBPA’s National Coastal 
    Conference, Fort Lauderdale

Welcome to our January issue of “Coastal Voice,” which is ASBPA’s 
annual report. It will provide you with an overview of the year from the 

perspectives of Governance, Leadership, Communication, Committees, Events 
and Membership & Chapters. As you will see, 2016 was a year of celebration 
of ASBPA’s first 90 years. In the back section of this issue, we also have a little 
current information as well.

Leadership:

Members are ASBPA’s greatest asset

EXECUTIVE  REPORTBy DEREK BROCKBANK,  
ASBPA Executive Director

As I reach the end of my 
second year as executive 
director, I continue to be 

awed and humbled by ASBPA’s 
greatest asset: its people. You, 
our members, keep ASBPA run-
ning and make our organization 
influential. When I tell colleagues 
and partners that ASBPA has less 
than three full-time staff, I get 
looks of utter disbelief. And while 
Kate and Ken Gooderham are the 
definition of workhorses, Beth 
Sciaudone is the engine behind 
our website and our journal, and 
I work pretty hard too, the effort 
you put into ASBPA makes us 
what we are.

In this year-end Annual 
Report, you’ll read about the in-
credible work done by volunteers 
in our Science & Technology, 
Government Affairs, Conference 
and Summit committees, by our 
chapters and the Shore & Beach 

editorial board. In each of these 
areas, ASBPA had a stellar and, in 
some cases, historically impres-
sive year. Our achievements in 

these areas 
have allowed 
us to grow 
and expand 
beyond just a 
beach nour-
ishment group 
to a coastal 
science and 
advocacy 
group that 

addresses the physical and eco-
logical processes and needs of 
beaches, bays and beyond. But 
we have grown and branched out 
in a focused way.

ASBPA was successful in 
2016 because of our adherence to 
a strategic plan. In the first year 
of our three-year plan, we took 
major strides in achieving our 
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MANAGING REPORTLeadership: 

A transitional year for ASBPA

goals. But just as significantly, we 
set aside and in some cases bluntly 
ignored issues that are unequivo-
cally important to the coast, which 
we simply didn’t have the capacity 
to work on. In 2017, we will delib-
erately re-assess the strategic plan 
at its halfway point and will no 
doubt make some minor changes, 
but seeing the plan though to 2019 
will ensure we keep our focus and 
will provide us a good barometer of 
our own success.

In addition to continuing on 
our strategic plan, ASBPA will 
have stability in 2017 from our 
leadership. Tony Pratt enters his 
second year as president and our 
officers remain in their positions. 

As we enter a time of political 
transition in the U.S., this stabil-

ity and focus should serve us well. 
I believe 2017 and the next few 
years will challenge us with unex-
pected political threats to healthy 
coastlines. We may also see some 
potentially big opportunities for 
investment in coastal infrastruc-
ture. We will need to be nimble in 
our responses, but that nimbleness 
will come from having a clear plan 
and experienced leadership at our 
foundation.

I’m very much looking for-
ward to 2017. With your support 
and your participation, ASBPA is 
well positioned to have an even 
more successful year than 2016. As 
always, if I can be of any assistance 
or you’d like to know more about 
ASBPA’s plans, don’t hesitate to 
email me at Derek.Brockbank@
asbpa.org. v

By KEN and KATE GOODERHAM, 
ASBPA Managing Directors

It may be premature to say, but 
in the not too distant future 
ASBPA may look back on 2016 

as a transitional year on many 
levels.

Why?
It marked the first complete 

year for a number of key players 
in the association, with Executive 
Director Derek Brockbank, Presi-
dent Tony Pratt, Treasurer Cameron 
Perry and Science & Technology 
Vice President Nicole Elko having 
more time to make adjustments to 
and achievements in their leader-
ship roles. Some of these have been 
major, other unnoticed by most, 
and still others are getting under 
way and could result in significant 
shifts in the way ASBPA pursues 
its mission.

It saw the most successful 
National Coastal Conference yet, 
with more attendees, (a lot) more 
presentations and more topics 
offered at the 90th anniversary 
celebration in New Jersey than ever 
before. It put ASBPA on the radar 
of a lot of new professional and 
groups, which we all hope will cre-
ate a strong base on which to build 
future conferences and the associa-
tion itself.

And this year may also have 
bring a major change in the way 
the federal government operates 
— although it is too soon to tell 
what the electoral eruption on Nov. 
8 will mean for the coast in the 
years ahead. ASBPA leaders and 
its Government Affairs Committee 
are working to be ready to respond 
to the new administration and 

Congress to keep advocating for 
healthy coastlines, and the upcom-

ing Coastal 
Summit will 
offer an initial 
impetus to 
gather coastal 
advocates from 
around the 
country to keep 
coastal issues 
on the federal 
agenda.

As manag-
ing directors, 

our job is to keep all the pieces 
moving forward, to serve the mem-
bers and support the board and of-
ficers, and to facilitate the range of 
efforts ASPA undertakes on behalf 
of our coasts. As the association’s 

scope widens to encompass more 
aspects of our coast — and as the 
players in the coastal community 
evolve and change — the work to 
encourage integration and informa-
tion concerning all ASBPA does is 
more crucial than ever.

This year we saw some amaz-
ing results from the work of so 
many to make ASBPA a more 
effective advocate – engaging 
more coastal professionals, hav-
ing a more effective federal voice, 
pursuing exciting new opportuni-
ties in coastal science and technol-
ogy. We hope that, when we look 
back on this year somewhere down 
the road, we will recognize it as a 
time when ASBPA began a number 
of new initiatives that made our 
association stronger and our coasts 
better. v
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Officers & directors
PRESIDENT: Anthony Pratt — Dover, DE
VICE PRESIDENTS:
• Russell Boudreau — Long Beach, CA
• Nicole Elko, Ph.D. — Charleston, SC
• Phillip Roehrs — Virginia Beach, VA
• Gordon Thomson — Boca Raton, FL
SECRETARY: Lee Weishar, Ph.D. — East 
Falmouth, MA
TREASURER: M. Cameron Perry, P.E. — 
Corpus Christi, TX
DIRECTORS:
• Lisa Armbruster — St. Augustine, FL
• Maura Boswell — Virginia Beach, VA
• Tiffany Roberts Briggs, Ph.D. — Boca 

Raton, FL
• Susan Brodeur, P.E. — Santa Ana, CA
• Brian Caufield — Cambridge, MA
• Chris Conger — Waimanalo, HI
• Kenneth Craig —Jacksonville, FL
• Shannon Cunniff — Washington, DC
• Scott Douglass, Ph.D. — Fairhope, AL
• Douglas Gaffney — Freehold, NJ
• William Hanson — Washington, DC
• Thomas O. Herrington, Ph.D. — 

Hoboken, NJ
• Barry Holliday — Washington, DC
• Kenneth Humiston — Naples, FL
• Gary Jones — Marina del Rey, CA
• Tim Kana, Ph.D. — Columbia, SC
• John Lee — Dickinson, TX
• Tom Linton, Ph.D. — Galveston, TX
• *Elizabeth Livermont — Hoboken, NJ
• James Marino —Jacksonville, FL
• Mike McGarry — Viera, FL
• Jerry Mohn — Galveston, TX
• Mark Osler — Alexandria, VA
• Brad Pickel — Beaufort, SC
• Tamara Pigott — Fort Myers, FL
• Joan Pope — Alexandria, VA
• Amber Ramsey — Theodore, AL
• Thomas W. Richardson — Jackson, MS
• Julie Rosati, Ph.D. — Washington, DC
• Peter Seidle — West Palm Beach, FL
• Jon Shabica, Ph.D. — Chicago, IL
• Aram Terchunian — West Hampton 

Beach, NY
• Reuben Trevino — Galveston, TX
• Mayor Gary Vegliante — West Hampton 

Dunes, NY
• Michael P. Walther, P.E. — Vero Beach, 

FL
• Kenneth Willson — Wilmington, NC
• Dawn York — Wilmington, NC

* By virtue of being a chapter president

ADVISORY BOARD: David Basco, Ph.D.; 
Thomas Campbell; Richard A. Davis Jr., 
Ph.D.; Billy Edge, Ph.D.; Lesley Ewing, 
Ph.D., James R. Houston, Ph.D.; Bernie 
Moore; William Stronge, Ph.D.

PRATT

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Governance:

Our mission: Teach the value of beaches
By TONY PRATT, ASBPA President

This new year brings a ma-
jor change in government 
which we, the broad leader-

ship of ASBPA, will be watching 
as new national leadership goals 
and priorities emerge. Our voice 
will be loud and clear in Congress 
as well as with the agencies of the 
Administration. I am anxious for us 
to engage but we are, as I write this 
in the “lame duck” period of transi-
tion. Many changes are occurring 
at the state and local level as well. 

As a state government admin-
istrator I experience the reset of 
state elected and appointed people. 
In some cases there will be new 
people who are quite unfamiliar 
with the complexities of beach and 
shorefront community protection. I 
am reminded when I tell the com-
pelling story of how economically 
important wide beaches and dunes 
are to coastal communities, that 
people do not realize how valuable 
to society beaches and coasts are. It 
is a story we will have to tell over 
and over and over again, and we 
will. 

I was speaking with a reporter 
recently who asked about what 
Rehoboth Beach, here in Delaware, 
would look like if we had not been 
nourishing it for the past 10 years. 
I reminded her that on Memorial 
Day weekend of 2005 there was 
about 25 feet of dry sand in front 
of the boardwalk at high tide. With 
an average erosion rate of 2-3 feet/
year we would have lost 20-30 feet 

of beach by now and there would 
be no dry beach seaward of the 
boardwalk. 

Most people immediately 
envision building collapse follow-
ing this loss of beach as the hard 
economic impact resulting from 

this erosion. 
However, long 
before buildings 
fall into the sea 
they become 
empty or of little 
value because 
people have 
stopped coming 
to the town once 
there is no beach 
area for recre-

ation. Thousands of jobs are lost, 
property values plummet, buildings 
are allowed to fall into disrepair as 
a result of lost value, and the city 
by the sea falls to being a slum. It 
has happened. 

So our mission in ASBPA, 
with new government settling in 
around the nation, is to educate. 
Educate ourselves through im-
proved understanding of ocean/
shore dynamics and educate deci-
sion makers and appropriators 
about the high value of protective 
beaches. This is the essence of 
ASBPA’s mission and it is what 
gives me energy to keep work-
ing on it — telling our view of 
the world loud enough and long 
enough until the right decisions for 
the nation are made. v
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Governance:

ASBPA poised for another successful year
By CAMERON PERRY,  
ASBPA Treasurer

At the time of writing this 
report, I am now a little 
over a year into the role of 

Treasurer for ASBPA, and it has 
been an interesting and productive 
year. ASBPA continues to grow 
into a larger and more diverse 
organization that is branching out 
into new realms of outreach and 
research. As such, there have been 
new challenges to face, but work-
ing with our fantastic board and 
directors (both Executive and Man-
aging) has made these transitions a 
success. I’m looking forward to the 
next year as we build on these new 
endeavors. 

The past year saw both of 
our conferences yet again meet 
or exceed their income goals, and 
for that I’d like to thank all of our 
sponsors and conference attend-
ees, as well as the members of our 
sponsorship/conference commit-
tees. The National Conference in 
New Jersey had the most abstracts 
in ASBPA history, which resulted 
in nearly a 30% increase in regis-
tration compared to our budgeted 
estimates. 

The outstanding quality of our 

PERRY

TREASURER’S REPORT
conference this year sets the stage 
for even larger and more diverse 
conferences in the future, starting 
in Fort Lauderdale in 2017. Over-
all, as we move to the end of 2016 
and membership revenue continues 
to roll in, the organization is poised 
to meet our overall projections and 

have another suc-
cessful year. 

I want to 
once again thank 
all of you for 
being a part of 
the ASBPA. It is 
a pleasure be-
ing Treasurer of 
such an esteemed 
Association as 
we grow and 

work to become a larger part of the 
coastal discussion. 

I once again ask for your help 
in letting us know if there is a topic 
we need to keep an eye on in the 
coming year. Finally, I hope to see 
everyone in Washington in Febru-
ary at the Coastal Summit. Advo-
cating for our shores, beaches, and 
coastal environment will be critical 
with the new incoming administra-
tion. v

Communication
ASBPA communicates with its members 
and other interested parties in a variety 
of ways: Shore & Beach journal, an 
80+year peer reviewed publication with 
a technical focus; “Coastal Voice,” a 
monthly e-newsletter primarily aimed at 
members; and the website and social 
media that works to address both 
members and nonmembers alike.

Communication:

‘Shore & Beach’ 
looks forward, 
backward in 2016
By LESLEY EWING, Executive 
Editor, and BETH SCIAUDONE, 
Managing Editor

In 2016, Shore & Beach contin-
ued to bring updated research 
findings and case studies to 

ASBPA members. To keep up with 
the times, Shore & Beach has been 
exploring options for using elec-
tronic media. We have updated the 
2006 Shore & Beach DVD and we 
now have the early ASBPA meeting 
and all journal content from1933 
though mid-year 2016 available 
on either a DVD or a USB drive. 
We’ve drafted an RFP to put Shore 
& Beach online and will be taking 
it to the board early in 2017 for 
their review and support for fol-
low-up. Finally, Shannon Cunniff 
is now working as the natural/na-
ture based features editor to recruit 
papers on this topic for upcoming 
issues. 

To start the 2016 publication 
calendar, we held our seventh pho-
tography contest, and the winning 
photo, printed on the cover of Vol-
ume 84, No. 1, was “A Long Day’s 
Night,” by Robbyn C. Spratt of 

Digital collection offers 90 years of ASBPA 

The digital collection of all the past Shore & Beach magazines 
(including a searchable index) from 1933 to 2016 and confer-
ence proceedings from 1927 through 1929 all on a convenient 

DVD is now available on a flash drive or a DVD. The cost is $90 for 
members (or 5 for $350), $190 for non-members $250 for libraries and 
other institutions. Fill out the order form (online at http://asbpa.org/
wpv2/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/DVDOrderformASBPAfillable.pdf) 
and enclose a check or credit card information and send to ASBPA, 
5460 Beaujolais Lane, Fort Myers, Florida 33919. If using a credit 
card, you can email or fax the info.  v
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Merritt Island, Florida. The photo 
is of a green sea turtle returning to 
the Atlantic Ocean after nesting at 
the Archie Carr National Wildlife 
Refuge in Brevard County, Florida. 
In this issue, a report on the Fall 
2015 workshop on Dune Manage-
ment Challenges on Developed 
Coasts was published. Other ar-
ticles in this issue focused on beach 
cliffs and nourishment, natural 
infrastructure, the IPCC’s sea level 
rise predictions, and wave observa-
tions during a strong El Niño year 
on the U.S west coast.

Volume 84, No. 2 included a 
varied collection of papers rang-
ing from work along the soft cliff 
coastlines and dunes of the U.K. 
to beach nourishment along the 
Florida coast and dunes in North 
Carolina. A paper by Ron Flick 
added further discussion of the El 
Niño affecting the California coast 
during the winter of 2015-2016. 
This issue also featured two “In 
Memoriam” pieces on Douglas In-
man and Craig Everts, to recognize 
and celebrate the lives and con-
tributions of these men to coastal 
engineering and science, as well as 
to the development of those who 
followed them into the field. 

Our next issue of the year 
(Volume 84, No. 3) was a dedicated 
issue focused on the lessons of 
Hurricane Sandy and guest edited 
by Tom Herrington. It included an 
“In Memoriam” piece for Orville 
Magoon, truly one of the giants of 
ASBPA, who will not be soon for-
gotten. Papers in this issue included 
a summary of impacts and recovery 
of beaches and dunes in New Jer-
sey and a discussion of the North 
Atlantic Coast Comprehensive 
Study risk management framework, 

‘Shore & Beach”————————————————————————————–
 Continued from page 4

developed after Sandy. An exami-
nation of the New York shoreline 
response to hurricanes and sea 
level rise was also included. A 
description of a project monitoring 
dune fence assisted recovery and a 
study of the effect of a buried rock 
seawall on hurricane response and 
recovery were other highlights of 
this issue. 

Our final issue of the year, 
Volume 84, No. 4, was dedicated to 
advances in coastal systems resil-
ience research and applications and 
was guest edited by Julie Rosati 
and Irene Watts. Contributions 

included a comparison of morpho-
logic response of a beach in Dela-
ware to three storms, the case for 
consideration of multivariate fragil-
ity in flood risk analysis, and a case 
study of resilience in communities 
on the southeastern Virginia coast. 
Two papers examined community 
feedback; using community input 
to advance coastal resilience re-
search, and presenting community 
ideas and priorities for address-
ing climate change. The issue also 
includes our last “In Memoriam” 
of the year, for Robert L. Wiegel, 
longtime professor at the Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley. Profes-
sor Wiegel mentored many current 
ASBPA members and made a last-
ing mark on the profession. He and 
the others we have lost during 2016 
will be missed. 

Many thanks go to our peer-
reviewers who are an invaluable 
part of the publication process. 
We appreciate all you and all of 
our contributors do to make Shore 
& Beach a continued success. We 
hope you have all enjoyed your 
subscription this year, and continue 
to do so in 2017. Thank you all for 
your support, and remember that 
we always welcome your contri-
butions — manuscripts, opinion 
pieces, letters and photographs! v

This photo-contest-winning image by 
Robbyn Spratt graced the cover of this 
year’s first issue of Shore & Beach.

Shore & Beach:
EDITOR: Lesley C. Ewing, Ph.D. — email 
to editor@asbpa.org
MANAGING EDITOR: Beth Sciaudone, 
Ph.D. — email to mg_editor@asbpa.org
EDITORIAL ASSISTANT: Amy Hsiao — 
email to editorial.assistant@asbpa.org
EDITORIAL BOARD:
• Lindino Benedet — Boca Raton, FL
• Tiffany Roberts Briggs, Ph.D. — Boca 
   Raton, FL
• Feng Cai, Ph.D. — Xiamen, China

• Brian Caufield — Cambridge, MA
• Reinhard E. Flick, Ph.D. — La Jolla, CA
• Douglas Gaffney — Voorhees, NJ
• James R. Houston, Ph.D. — Vicksburg,
  MS
• Tim Kana, Ph.D. — Columbia, SC
• Chris Potter — San Francisco, CA
• Julie Rosati, Ph.D. — Washington, DC
• Charles Shabica, Ph.D. — Chicago, IL
• Irene Watts — Melbourne, FL
PRODUCTION: Ken Gooderham — email 
to production@asbpa.org

 Continued on next page
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Thanks to our 2016 contributors
Volume 84, Number 1
• Lesley C. Ewing
• Gary Griggs
• Nicole Kinsman
• Nicole Elko
• Kate Brodie
• Hilary Stockdon
• Karl Nordstrom
• Chris Houser
• Kim McKenna
• Laura Moore
• Julie Rosati
• Peter Ruggiero
• Roberta Thuman
• Ian Walker
• Shannon E. Cunniff
• James R. Houston
• Richard J. Seymour,
• Juliana O. Thomas
• David Castel
• Steven Traynum
• Tim Kana

Volume 84, Number 2
• James R. Houston
• Sally Brown
• Max E. Barton
• Robert J. Nicholls
• Reinhard E. Flick
• Kenneth Pye
• Simon J. Blott
• Elizabeth J. Sciaudone
• Liliana Velasquez-Montoya
• Elizabeth A. Smyre
• Margery F. Overton
• Amy Williams
• Matt Janssen
• Scott A. Jenkins
• Russ Boudreau
• Chris Webb

Volume 84, Number 3
• Thomas O. Herrington
• Kimberly K. McKenna
• Stewart C. Farrell
• Jeffrey A. Gebert
• Lauren S. Klonsky
• Frances A. Bui
• Donald Cresitello
• David Robbins
• J.B. Smith
• Hanlu Huang
• Henry Bokuniewicz
• Katlin Walling
• Jon K. Miller

• Bianca Reo Charbonneau 
• John P. Wnek
• Lesley Ewing
• Brad Rosov
• Stephanie Bush
• Tiffany Roberts Briggs
• Nicole Elko

Volume 84, Number 4
• Julie Rosati
• Irene Watts
• S.M. Dohner
• A.C. Trembanis
• D.C. Miller
• R. Jane
• B. Gouldby
• D. Simmonds
• J. Simm
• A. Raby
• L. Dalla Valle
• Carol Considine
• Ann Claire Phillips
• Maura K. Boswell
• Michael Seek
• Katherine Touzinsky
• Cate Fox-Lent
• Austin Becker
• Audra Luscher
• Shannon E. Cunniff
• Jon Moore
• Craig Leidersdorf
• Dave Robbins
• Marty Smithson

Thanks to our 2016 reviewers:
William Birkemeier, Tiffany Briggs, Sally 
Brown, Brian Caufield, Shannon Cunniff, 
Larry Deysher, Scott Douglass, Nicole 
Elko, James Elliott, Ron Flick, Jens 
Figlus, Alicia Gorton, John Headland, Tom 
Herrington, Greg Johnson, Ayse Karanci, 
Kim McKenna, Heidi Moritz, Jon Miller, 
Chris Potter, Dominic Reeve, Spencer 
Rogers, Julie Rosati, Tom Spencer, Irene 
Watts, Bret Webb and David Wyncoll

Thanks to our 2016 advertisers:
• Applied Technology & Management
• First Coastal
• Gahagan & Bryant Associates Inc.
• Great Lakes Dredge & Dock Co. 

Naismith Marine 
• HDR
• Mott MacDonald
• Olsen Associates Inc.
• Woods Hole Group v

Communication:

New look, resources 
for ASBPA website
By BETH SCIAUDONE, Ph.D., 
ASBPA webmaster

2016 was a year of change and 
innovation for the ASBPA 
website. In June, an all-new, 

updated website was launched. The 
website is a collaborative effort 
and we appreciate everyone who 
worked to update the information 
that is presented there. The new 
website is mobile-friendly, mean-
ing that a separate mobile website 
for the conference was not neces-
sary; which made development 
and maintenance of the conference 
agenda more efficient. 

More users than ever before 
accessed our website which had 
over 35,924 unique visitors (a 25% 
increase over 2015) and over 2 mil-
lion hits in 2016. The U.S., Russian 
Federation, India, and Great Britain 
were the top four countries access-
ing the site, and visitors came from 
as far away as Malaysia and South 
Korea. The become a member, 
for the media, and Shore & Beach 
pages were the top three accessed 
in 2016, and the most popular 
downloads of the year were the 
fact sheet “How Beach Nourish-
ment Projects Work,” published in 
association with the USACE, and 
a white paper on “Reintroducing 
Structures for Erosion Control.”

The electronic newsletters 
continue to be posted monthly and 
other news, legislative updates, and 
conference information are posted 
as they are available. Any time a 
new story is posted, we post a no-
tice on Facebook and Twitter. The 

 Continued on next page
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updated contents of Shore & Beach 
as well as an image of the cover 
are also posted. We also add ab-
stracts of the current issue’s papers 
to provide a preview of what is to 
come in the issue. We maintain a 
searchable online table of Shore & 
Beach, with keywords, an excellent 
resource for finding references.

Updated information on our 
Coastal Summit and fall conference 
is also constantly updated. Sponsor 
links for both conferences continue 
to be featured, and in 2016 the 
logos appeared on the main confer-
ence page. A virtual summit and 
virtual conference including most 
presentations are made available to 
attendees.  v

Communication:

‘Coastal Voice’ our 
monthly outreach 
to ASBPA members

The focus of “Coastal Voice” 
is on ASBPA activities. We 
publish 10 issues as general 

news and one issue (January) that 
serves as ASBPA’s Annual Re-
port. Over the summer, the June/
July and the July/August issues are 
combined. As an e-newsletter, we 
have the luxury of extended length 
articles and color photos. “Coastal 
Voice” is great venues for letting 
members know about upcoming 
conferences, contests and other or-
ganizational information. Although 
we have specific content for each 
issue, we also appreciate articles 
from our members that are more 
informal than Shore & Beach. We 
work to provide a variety of con-
tent in an effort to have something 
for everyone in each issue.  v

By BETH SCIAUDONE, Ph.D., 
ASBPA webmaster 

ASBPA continued to main-
tain a strong presence on 
social media in 2016. The 

ASBPA Facebook and Twitter 
accounts have increased activity, 
and ASBPA expanded efforts on 
social media in 2016 by adding an 

ASBPA LinkedIn 
page. 

As of De-
cember 2016, the 
ASBPA Facebook 
page had 815 fans 
(in comparison, 
we had 666 in 
December 2015, 
and 550 at the 
end of 2014), our 

average post reach was 162 people 
compared with 78 the year before. 
The Executive Director, Manag-
ing Directors, and Webmaster all 
contribute to Facebook postings. 
Generally, Facebook is used to alert 
followers to coastal news stories of 
interest, ASBPA activities, confer-
ences and meetings, new Beach 
News press releases, upcoming 
deadlines, as well as other an-
nouncements and items of inter-
est. Posting has increased with an 
average of 10-15 posts per month 
in 2016; a major increase over the 

2-5 postings of prior years. www.
fb.me/AmericanBeaches.

As of December 2016, there 
were 687 followers of the ASBPA 
twitter account (in comparison, 
there were 407 people following 
the ASBPA account in 2015, and 
221 people in 2014), and totaled 
210,000 impressions. Our confer-
ence hashtag #ASBPA2016 had 
509,000 impressions. 

The overall efforts on Twitter 
are geared towards communicating 
relevant news from ASBPA and 
other sources, as well as updates 
on meetings and conferences that 
ASBPA is attending. Efforts are 
structured to try to represent all US 
coastal regions and projects. We 
have also used Twitter to contact 
elected officials and congressio-
nal committees, and have been 
re-tweeted by the official Twitter 
accounts of the House Transporta-
tion and Infrastructure committee 
and by Senators. Vitter and Carper. 
www.twitter.org/ASBPA

The new ASBPA LinkedIn 
page currently has 115 followers. 
Please follow that page and help 
us expand our reach! https://www.
linkedin.com/company/american-
shore-&-beach-preservation-asso-
ciation. We look forward to you 
joining the conversation on social 
media in 2017!  v

Communication:

ASBPA social media presence growing

SCIAUDONE

CONFERENCES
n Jan. 10-11: ASBPA’s Cen-

tral East Coast Chapter Regional 
Environmental Permitting Work-
shop, Wilmington, NC. Details at 
mbosw002@odu.edu.

n Feb. 8-10: National Confer-
ence on Beach Preservation Tech-
nology. Details at www.fsbpa.com.

n Feb. 28-March 2: ASBPA 
Coastal Summit, Washington, DC. 
Registration at www.asbpa.org.

n Oct. 24-27: ASBPA Na-
tional Coastal Conference, Fort 
Lauderdale-Broward County Con-
vention Center. Details to come at 
www.asbpa.org.  v
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The American Beach News 
Service is different from all 
other ASBPA communica-

tions – the target audience is lay 
people. On the second and fourth 
Tuesday of each month, a general 
interest article is sent to approxi-
mately 400 newspapers in coastal 
areas. In addition, articles are 
archived on the website and are 
included in “Coastal Voice.”

The BNS articles for 2016:
• (12/20/16) Congress passes water bill, a 

“WIIN” for U.S. coastlines
• (12/13/16) Partnership to help shape 

safer coastal communities
• (11/22/16) Making a case for the coast
• (11/8/16) Investing in our natural 

infrastructure
• (10/25/16) An open letter to candidates 

about coastal infrastructure
• (10/11/16) As the storm subsides, what’s 

new(s)?
• (9/27/16) Environmental oversight 

crucial to beach restoration
• (9/13/16) Sand becoming an 

endangered resource
• (8/23/16) The lessons of Superstorm 

Sandy
• (8/9/16) This ‘algae’ is a colorful coastal 

catastrophe
• (7/26/16) A new tool to monitor storm 

surge
• (7/12/16) Managing beach projects to 

manage the coastal food chain
• (6/28/16) Why should you care about 

WRDA?
• (6/14/16) A plan to respond to rising 

seas
• (5/25/16) Water Bill supports Beneficial 

Use of Dredged Sediment
• (5/23/16) Celebrate America’s beaches: 

ASBPA names its Best Restored 
Beaches for 2016

• (5/10/16) Investing in the coast pays off
• (4/26/16) Don’t take your coast for 

granted
• (4/18/16) Federal Funds for Shore 

Protection Included in Energy & Water 
Appropriations

• (4/13/16) Tsunamis: One of the coast’s 
most destructive forces

• (3/24/16) How can federal agencies 
invest in your coast?

• (3/11/16) Corps RSM team honored by 
beach association

• (3/8/16) How can Congress invest in 
your coast?

• (2/23/16) Planning ahead for coastal 
resilience

• (2/9/16) “Healthy coasts” the focus of 
upcoming Coastal Summit

• (1/26/16) Still bracing for a Godzilla El 
Niño in 2016?

• (1/12/16) Nominate your coastline as a 
Best Restored Beach v

Communication:

News and more for the coastal lay person

Events:

Spotlighting our Best Restored Beaches
By LEE WEISHAR, Ph.D., Best 
Restored Beaches Chair

For the last 40 years, beach 
restoration has been the 
preferred method of shore 

protection in coastal communi-
ties. As many of you know, beach 
restoration is the process of plac-
ing beach-quality sand on eroding 
beaches to reverse or offset the 
effects of erosion. The four main 
reasons for restoration are:

• Storm protection – A wide 
sandy beach helps dissipate storm 
waves before they reach upland 
structures and infrastructure.

• Mitigate the effects of sea 
level rise — Sea level increases 
in elevation in most of the coastal 
United States is several millime-
ters a year. Restoring beaches and 
building dunes provides a resilient 
and renewable protection to seaside 
communities from the effects of sea 
level rise.

• Habitat restoration — 
Numerous species rely on wide, 
healthy beaches as a place to live, 
feed, and nest.

• Recreation — America’s 
beaches have twice as many visi-
tors annually as all of America’s 
national parks combined. Every 
year, there are more than 2 billion 
visitors to America’s beaches. The 
revenue generated by our beaches 
exceeds the gross national product 
of many nations.

As I look forward, the term 
coastal resiliency and living shore-
lines continues to be big buzzwords 
these days. However, the coastal 
engineering community has been 
promoting coastal resiliency and 
living shorelines long before they 

were popularized and given names. 
Engineered beaches form the back-
bone of resilient shorelines (which 
are also living shorelines) that are 
able to respond naturally to the im-
pacts of storms such as Superstorm 
Sandy. 

Speaking of Superstorm 
Sandy, the breadth of its destruc-
tion brought together the nation to 
support recovery from this event. 
As the storm fades into the back-
ground, many people have forgot-

ten that during Superstorm Sandy 
areas protected by engineered 
beaches that included high dunes 
provided protection to the infra-
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structure located behind the beach-
es and dunes. 

The USACE’s North Ameri-
can Coastal Comprehensive Study 
documented that high dunes and 
wide beaches significantly in-
creased coastal resiliency and 
reduced damage in areas that had 
maintained beaches and dunes. 
The post-Sandy beach nourish-
ment efforts have restored most of 
the hardest-hit beaches. It is very 
clear that the restored beaches have 
helped the economic recovery in 
devastated seaside communities 
while providing renewed protection 
to the houses and city infrastruc-
ture.

These newly restored beaches 
are open for business and tourists 
are once again flocking to these 
beaches, and they are proving to 
be an even more desirable vacation 
destination than before the storm. 
The restored beaches are more at-
tractive and generate more revenue 
than any other recreational activ-
ity in the United States. They offer 
families and visitors an accessible 
and affordable getaway. It is clear 
that our beaches are a significant 
employment and tax generator. 

This provides the perfect 
segue into ASBPA’s Best Restored 
Beach contest where anyone can 
nominate a beach that has been 
restored for this award. In re-
viewing the 2016 Best Restored 
Beaches applications and read-
ing the descriptions of the beach 
restoration projects submitted, you 
can tell that everyone is passionate 
about “their” beach. They all (quite 
rightly) feel that their beach is the 
best beach and that it is deserving 
of the award. The competition was 
fierce and the awards committee 

had an extremely difficult time 
choosing the winners. However, 
after many debates, the following 
winners were selected:

• Babes Beach, Texas
• Rosewood Park, Highland 

Park, Illinois
• Seabrook Island, South 

Carolina, and 
• Topsail Beach, North Caro-

lina
• Redondo Beach, California

Babes Beach,  
Galveston, TX

Galveston Island is a tourism-
driven economy, with more than 6 
million visitors a year to Galves-
ton’s beaches. This project area 
— named in honor of a legendary 
figure in coastal Texas history, 
former State Senator A.R. “Babe” 
Schwartz, an early leader to pro-
tect the public’s right to access 
the beach — has been completely 
submerged since Hurricane Carla 
in 1961. This restoration project 
has provided (at a minimum) 34 
additional acres of coastal beach 
and dune habitat for native species, 
enhanced recreational opportuni-
ties for residents and visitors, and 
served to help grow the Galveston 
economy. This economic develop-

Babes Beach in Galveston.

ment is possible because the beach 
area west of 61st Street is the last 
“undeveloped” area along Galves-
ton’s shoreline. 

Another benefit is the con-
fidence this project has fostered 
in the island’s Sand Management 
Plan. Previously, the area west of 
61st Street was almost a forgotten 
area, with “common knowledge” 
saying restoration would not be 
possible due to the anticipated high 
cost. That was proven not to be 
true, and this project helps to set 
the stage for future restoration ef-
forts along the length of the seawall 
to 103rd Street. Within the project 
area beach visitation, hotel occu-
pancy, and parking along Seawall 
Blvd. have dramatically increased.

This project is nationally 
significant because it was the very 
first beach and dune habitat res-
toration project implemented on 
Galveston’s Gulf shoreline utilizing 
Beneficial Use of Dredged Materi-
als (BUDM). It also proved that 
a project does not have to contain 
multiple millions of cubic yards 
to be successful, and that with the 
right planning documents and local 
will almost anything can be accom-
plished. 

“The restoration project 
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clearly demonstrates that federal, 
state, and local agencies can come 
together to overcome obstacles to 
build a beach that softens a hard 
structure and increases coastal 
resiliency,” said Weishar. “Addi-
tionally, it shows that the project 
increases recreational use of a 
newly created beach.”

Rosewood Beach, 
Highland Park, IL

The Park District of Highland 
Park’s recently completed restora-
tion of Rosewood Beach, located 
in Highland Park, IL, represents 
the combination of two separate 
but complementary projects — a 
unique opportunity to build an eco-
system restoration project concur-
rent with a separate recreation and 
education project, resulting in the 
restoration of beach, bluff and ra-
vine ecosystems along a 1,500-foot 
section of the west shore of Lake 
Michigan.

The two projects represent the 
culmination of a waterfront vision 
for the site that dates bac k to 1928, 
when the land was donated to the 
Park District by Julius Rosenwald, 
chairman of Sears, Roebuck Co. 
The planning and implementation 
of these projects included exten-
sive resident involvement, strong 
partnerships and a clear vision to 
blend ecological best practices with 
forward-thinking recreational and 
educational programming to serve 
the community’s needs today and 
for future generations.

• The project has successfully 
restored a beach that has suffered 
decades of deterioration due to 
human-caused influences along the 
west shore of Lake Michigan; 

Rosewood Beach in Highland Park, IL.

• The restoration work has 
successfully achieved multiple 
objectives, including ecosystem 
restoration (beach, bluff and ravine 
habitats), erosion protection and 
recreational and educational oppor-
tunities;

• The project will achieve 
these objectives over the long‐term 
without the need for significant 
maintenance work.

“The Rosewood Beach project 
demonstrates how you can combine 
both hard and soft coastal engineer-
ing to restore habitat and restore a 
public beach,” said Weishar. “The 
restoration of Rosewood Beach has 
helped provide public access to the 
Great Lakes.”

Seabrook Island, SC
To combat ongoing and severe 

erosion, Seabrook Island manage-
ment adopted a soft engineering 
strategy, the cornerstone of which 
is periodic relocation of Cap’n 
Sams Inlet. Rather than stabilizing 
the inlet itself or heavily armoring 
the shoreline, the inlet is allowed 
to migrate naturally at ~200 feet 
per year for about every 15 years 
over a designated inlet conserva-
tion zone — a length of coast that 

is left in a natural state between 
each event. Repeated projects, 
many years apart, allow new sand 
spit formation and washover habitat 
sought by certain threatened spe-
cies, such as the piping plover and 
red knot.

Each inlet relocation has 
required more than one attempt to 
close the old channel — the most 
difficult aspect of projects like this. 
With each project, construction 
efficiencies have improved and the 
result was ultimately the same: a 
viable new inlet was created, and 
the old inlet stayed closed so that 
sand in the abandoned ebb tidal 
delta moved onshore and naturally 
nourished Seabrook Island’s beach. 
The results have been a cost effec-
tive management strategy for main-
taining a healthy shoreline. The 
positive ecological impacts of the 
project include creating additional 
dry sand beach above the high tide 
line for turtle nesting sites and 
maintaining unvegetated washovers 
and tidal pool areas for additional 
piping plover habitat. 

The project results in an ac-
creting shoreline downcoast that 
promotes the formation of healthy 
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dunes to protect the island from 
tidal surges associated with large 
storms. The sand that accumu-
lates on the beach is a fine sand 
from shoals that move in from just 
offshore that matches the existing 
sand on the beach perfectly without 
utilizing offshore sand resources.

“The Seabrook Island restora-
tion project clearly demonstrates 
the importance of developing a 
long -term management plan that 
works with the natural processes 
to overcome severe erosion,” said 
Weishar. “This project shows that 
a beach restoration project can be 
successful in a dynamic environ-
ment if you clearly understand the 
coastal processes and develop a 
plan that works with the coastal 
processes to achieve the restoration 
of the beach.”

Topsail Beach, NC
In an era where federal fund-

ing for beach nourishment projects 
is quickly drying up and the need 
to maintain a beautiful recreational 
beach and provide substantial 
coastal protection is at an all-time 
high, coastal communities must 
find creative solutions to develop 
and maintain a successful beach 
nourishment. This project has been 
an example of how an individual 
community can work with non-fed-
eral agencies to create new funding 
mechanisms, provide multi-level 
benefits to the community, create 
political unity within the communi-
ty, and do so while being a steward 
of the environment.

The town achieved this 
through a number of steps:

• Creating a viable partner-
ship with the state to fund dredging 

An aerial view of Seabrook Island, SC.

of the state’s shallow-draft inlets;
• Developing a partnership 

between beachfront and non-
beachfront property owners to 
recognized and protect the valu-
able coastal economy build around 
healthy beaches;

• Integrating positive envi-
ronmental benefits into the beach 
and inlet management plan;

• Investing in crucial infra-
structure that not only reduces 
costs but enhances navigation and 

inlet maintenance
Ultimately, the Topsail Beach 

project is a holistic program pro-
viding a multitude of benefits, 
proof that a small community can 
regroup when necessary, think 
outside the box to complete mul-
tiple goals, and develop a long-
term strategy that works within 
the town’s financial constraints. It 
has been the inspiration and cata-
lyst for a new financial partner-
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ship between North Carolina and 
its coastal communities aimed at 
protecting the coastal systems as a 
whole. Its performance for the past 
year, including a heavy battering 
by Hurricane Joaquin, proves that 
Topsail Beach provides substantial 
shoreline protection in the form of 
a beautiful and natural beach.

“The Topsail Beach restora-
tion project clearly demonstrates 
the value the town places on their 
beach,” said Weishar. “In today’s 
climate of funding uncertainty, the 
town stepped up and provided the 
funds to restore the beach because 
Congress failed to fund the federal 
portion of the project. This project 
clearly shows that the town val-
ues their beach and the benefits it 
brings to the community.”

Redondo Beach, CA
Redondo Beach is renowned 

for the many amenities it offers 
residents — such as the Marvin 
Braude Bike Trail, surfing year-
round (in December 2005 it re-
ceived some of the largest wave 
heights ever recorded at 15-20 
feet), beach volleyball, and the 
many episodes it hosted for the 
filming of “Baywatch” — and the 
more than 2 million visitors it re-
ceives every year. Of course, none 
of these could be possible without 
the wide and flat sandy beaches. 

The beach area has undergone 
several nourishment projects since 
the 1930s. During the last project, 
160,000 cubic yards of clean sand 
was dredged from the marina’s north 
entrance and barged just offshore at 
Redondo Beach. About 75,000 cubic 
yards of the sand sediment were 
placed onshore between the jetty 

Topsail Beach, NC.

Redondo Beach, CA.

and the beach area; the remaining 
85,000 cubic yards were placed off-
shore for future nourishment needs. 

The nourished beach not only 
allows for recreational activities to 
continue, but it provides protection 
from storm waves to public infra-
structure and allows the economic 
vitality of the local area to thrive.

“The Redondo Beach restora-
tion project demonstrates that a 
restored beach can be the center of 
a recreational hub,” said Weishar. 
“The benefits the restored beach 

brings to the community are clearly 
demonstrated. The county was able 
to work collectively with the US-
ACE and overcome the challenge 
of the deep offshore canyon that 
acts as a sediment sink.

“Additionally,” Weishar con-
tinued, “this project demonstrates 
that multiple interests of beach res-
toration, recreation and navigation 
can be addressed in a single project 
when a dedicated group of like-
minded individuals come together 
to create a project.”  v
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Plenty of take-
aways from 
Coastal Summit
By KATE GOODERHAM,  
ASBPA Managing Director

When parents are returning 
from a trip, kids invari-
ably ask: “What did you 

bring me?” After spending money 
to send their people to an event, 
bosses or clients (whomever is pay-
ing the bill) want to know what you 
learned and what connections you 
made — their version of “What did 
you bring me?”

Those returning from the re-
cent Coastal Summit brought home 
a lot. They brought connections 
with each other and agencies. They 
brought continued relationships 
with their Members of Congress. 
They also brought home knowl-
edge and ideas. Maybe a different 
tack? Maybe a pilot project?

2016 Coastal Summit 
sponsors & exhibitors:
• Great Lakes Dredge & Dock Co.
• Crowder Gulf
• Texas Chapter ASBPA
• Taylor Engineering
• Michael Baker Jr. Inc.
• CB&I
• HDR Engineering
• Marinex
• Coastal Transplants
• DMS-MobiMat
• Coastal Science & Engineering
• Moffatt & Nichol
• CDM Smith
• Manson Construction
• Town of South Padre Island, TX
• West Galveston Island Property Owners 

Assn.
• BeachTech
• Waterway Surveys & Engineering Ltd.
• Humiston & Moore
• Norfolk Dredging
• International Consulting Engineers
• City of Virginia Beach, VA
• Galveston (TX) Park Board of Trustees

Coastal Summit Awards
• Lifetime Achievement — Senator 

Barbara Mikulski, Maryland
• Lifetime Achievement — Senator 

Barbara Boxer, California
• Friend of the Coast — Rep. Lois 

Frankel, Florida
• Friend of the Coast — Rep. Bill Keating, 

Massachusetts
• Corps of Engineers Award — The 

Regional Sediment Management Team, 
Mobile District

• Coastal Innovator Award — Sean Duffy, 
Big River Coastal Coalition

Regardless, our Coastal Sum-
miteers had three days of speak-
ers, agency and NGO panels, Hill 
visits, and advocacy visits. We 
celebrated ASBPA’s 90th anniver-
sary, the first anniversary of the 

Congressional Coastal Communi-
ties’ Caucus and our award winners 
working for the coast. 

Knowledge, relationships and 
inspiration — a great take-home 
from another great ASBPA event.v

Events:

ASBPA marks 90th anniversary with a spectacular conference 
By MARGOT WALSH, 2016 National 
Coastal Conference Co-Chair

Lighting the Way for the 
Coastal Future” was an il-
luminating experience for 

the more than 350 participants that 
gathered Oct. 25-28 at the Ocean 
Place Resort in Long Branch, New 
Jersey, for the ASBPA’s 90th An-
niversary. Participants chose from 
160 presentations across six con-
current sessions on topics ranging 
from Implementing Living Shore-
lines to Modeling Coastal Process-
es and Sediment Transport. 

U.S. Representative Frank 
Pallone, New Jersey, co-chair of 
the Congressional Coastal Commu-
nities Caucus, opened the Confer-
ence Plenary Session as keynote 
speaker. A packed agenda kept 
conference attendees go-
ing from 7:30 a.m. until 
dusk over two days.

In addition to the 
informative sessions, the 
conference provided ex-
cellent networking oppor-
tunities. The reception on 
the first evening brought 
together the conference 

participants and recognized the 30 
poster contributors. The Awards 
Luncheon on Thursday, Oct. 27, 
honored people and organizations 
that have contributed to the mis-
sion of the ASBPA and the fields 

of coastal engineering 
and science. The beach 
volley ball game was 
cancelled due to rain, but 
the impromptu quiz game 
generated team competi-
tion and lots of fun for 
players and observers. 
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The engineers won this year. 

The Friday afternoon field 
trip continued the conference 
camaraderie and gave travelers 
an overview of the history of Fort 
Hancock, research being conducted 
at the NOAA Fisheries lab, and re-
siliency features being employed in 
New Jersey coastal communities. 
The conference success was made 
possible with the invaluable as-
sistance of committed and talented 
volunteers. Special thanks to the 
following:

• Co-chairs Doug 
Gaffney, Tom Her-
rington, and Margot 
Walsh for their leader-
ship of a successful New 
Jersey conference.

• Brian Caulfield 
for bringing new com-
panies into the ASBPA 
fold.

• Lee Weishar for 
enlisting 160 diverse 
presentations — the most ever.

• Jon Miller and Tom Her-
rington for authoring and teach-
ing the Coastal Engineering short 
course.

• Brad Pickel for his thought-
ful leadership of the Awards Com-
mittee.

• Field trip Coordinators Amy 
Williams and Claire Antonucci for 
a Jersey Shore overview.

• All the volunteers, led by 
Amy Williams, that kept the con-
ference running smoothly.

• And most especially, the 
sponsors and members that made 
the conference possible.  v

2016 National Coastal 
Conference Awards:
• Morrough P. O’Brien Award – Richard 

Weggel
• Robert L. Wiegel Coastal Project Award 

Winner – Monmouth County
• Rising Star – Amy Williams
• President – Lee Weishar
• Bob Dean Coastal Scholar Award – Tom 

Herrington
• Coastal Project – Monmouth County, NJ
• Member – Tiffany Roberts Briggs
• Education Award – Julie Cisneros
• Coastal Scholar Award – Corey Aitken
• Student Poster Award – Riley Nevil

National Coastal Conference 
sponsors & exhibitors:
• Great Lakes Dredge & Dock Co.
• Texas Chapter ASBPA
• HDR Engineering
• Taylor Engineering
• CB&I
• Michael Baker International
• Galveston (TX) Park Board of Trustees
• Crowder Gulf
• Applied Technology & Management
• Coastal Science & Engineering
• Stevens Institute of Technology
• NSBPA
• U.S. Geological Survey
• CDM Smith
• Weeks Marine
• Michael Baker International
• Giken America Corp.
• BOEM
• Mott MacDonald
• NETCO
• Alpine Ocean Seismic Survey Inc.
• Eastman Aggregates
• American Vibracore
• EcoShore International
• CSBPA 
• Jersey Shore Partnership
• TenCate
• DMS-MobiMat
• Tensar International
• AccessRec
• Econcrete
• The Nature Conservancy
• Manson Construction
• Marinex
• Norfolk Dredging Co.
• WGIPOA
• Humiston & Moore
• NCBIWA
• Brazoria County
• South Coast Engineers
• Texas A&M University Galveston
• Cavache Inc.
• Moffatt & Nichol
• Olsen Associates Inc.
• Virginia Beach
• Dewberry

Student volunteers
Without our student 
volunteers, there would be no 
National Coastal Conference. 
We offer a special thanks 
to Amy Williams, Stevens 
Institute who served as 
volunteer coordinator and 
Leslie O’Hara who served as 
AV assistant.
This year’s volunteers: 
• Corey Aitken, Florida 
Atlantic University
• Bianca Reo 

Charbonneau, University of Penn
• Julie Cisnero, Florida Atlantic University
• Ian Conery, East Carolina Uni/UNC 

Coastal Studies Institute
• Melanie Gingras, TAMU-CC
• Ayse Karanci, NCSU
• Liliana Velasquez Montoya, NCSU
• Ali Mohammad Rezaei, George Mason 

University (Virginia)
• Madeline Rubio, Florida Atlantic 

University
• Thomas Shahan, Florida Atlantic 

University
• Dawan Taylor, TAMU
• William Warren, Florida Atlantic 

University
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Association members:
• Florida Shore & Beach Preservation 

Association
• HR Wallingford 
• NCBIWA 
• Ocean Village POA 
• Coastal Supporter
• Dredging Contractors of America

Corporate members:
• Applied Technology & Management
• CB&I
• Coastal Engineering Consultants Inc.
• Crowder-Gulf 
• Coastal Science & Engineering
• e4sciences 
• EA Engineering 
• Earth Balance 
• Ecoplage
• ESA
• G.E.C. Inc. 
• Gahagan & Bryant Associates
• Great Lakes Dredge & Dock Co.
• GZA 
• HDR Engineering
• LJA Engineering
• Lloyd Engineering 
• Manson Construction 
• Mike Hooks Inc. 
• Moffatt & Nichol
• Olsen Associates Inc.
• Pine Bluff Sand & Gravel Co.
• Tradewinds Resort
• Weeks Marine 

Government members:
• California Parks/Dept. of Boating & 

Waterways
• Los Angeles County, CA
• Orange County, CA
• Port San Luis (CA) Harbor District
• Bethany Beach, DE
• Bowers, DE
• Delaware Department of Natural 

Resources and Environmental Control 
• Rehobeth Beach, DE
• South Bethany, DE
• Brevard County, FL
• Canaveral Port Authority, FL
• Captiva (FL) Erosion Prevention District
• Delray Beach, FL
• Flagler County, FL
• Lee County, FL
• Panama City Beach, FL
• Pinellas County, FL
• St. Augustine Beach, FL

Membership: 

A good year 
for growing 
membership
By JOHN LEE,  
ASBPA Membership Chair

This year has been a busy year 
for ASBPA — the Coastal 
Summit in February and the 

National Coastal Conference in 
October that took us back to the 
place of our beginning 90 years ago 
in New Jersey. Both events were 
extremely successful and attracted 
many new members to the As-
sociation. Through the leadership 
and energy of Derek Brockbank, 
(no longer the “new”) Executive 
Director of ASBPA, membership is 
a priority. 

Specifically, membership is 
a critical part of the Strategic Plan 
and the message is simple- each 
of our members can be an effec-
tive recruiter on behalf of ASBPA. 
The attraction of new members is 
equally as important as the task of 
remaining as a leader in the coastal 
community to retain existing mem-
bers.

With a national view in mind, 
it gives hope to the Association to 
see how far we have come hav-
ing organized ASBPA Chapters in 
Hawaii, California, the Great Lakes 
area, the Northeast, Central East 
Coast, and Texas. Compliment-
ing these active State and regional 
chapters are growing Student chap-
ters at universities across the coun-
try. Universities are working on 
local student chapters and include 
Florida Atlantic University, Texas 

• St. Lucie County, FL
• Tybee Island, GA
• Hawaii Dept. of Land & Natural 

Resources
• Ocean City, MD
• Carolina Beach, NC
• Carteret County, NC
• Duck, NC
• Nags Head, NC
• North Myrtle Beach, SC
• Oak Island, NC
• Ocean Isle Beach, NC
• Surf City, NC
• West Hampton Dunes, NY
• Hilton Head Island, SC
• Brazoria County, TX
• Corpus Christi, TX
• Freeport, TX
• Galveston (TX) Park Board of Trustees
• Jamaica Beach, TX
• Port Aransas, TX
• South Padre Island, TX
• Surfside Beach, TX
• Willacy County (TX) Navigation District
• Virginia Beach, VA

Individual Corporate members:
• Artist Boat
• Barrier Beach Preservation Association
• BeachTech 
• CNM Dev. & The Beach Comber
• Connecticut Institute for Resilience and 

Climate Adaptation
• First Coastal
• Isle of Palms, SC
• Jersey Shore Partnership 
• R.E. Staite Engineering Inc.
• S&ME Inc.
• Sand n Sea Properties
• Sarsody Consulting Inc.
• Seahaven Consulting
• Van Scoyoc Associates
• Vanasse Hangen Brustlin Inc.

University member:
• Texas A&M University

In memoriam — 2016:
• Bill Curtis
• Robert Dolan
• Craig Everts
• Doug Inman
• Orville Magoon
• Don Treadwell
• Robert Wiegel

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
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A&M University at Galveston and 
Corpus Christi, Texas.

This has indeed been a good 
year, but, what’s in front of us can 
be even better. Looking forward to 
our next 90 years, ASBPA can be 
more successful that ever if we all 
work together toward that future. 
But we can only be as successful as 
we attempt to be; so let’s attempt 
some really big things together. 
Plan to attend the ASBPA Summit 
in Washington, DC, in February, 
and mark your calendar for Na-
tional Coastal Conference in Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida in October.  v

Membership—————
 Continued from page 15

CSBPA update
By SUSAN BRODEUR, 
California Chapter President

The California Shore and 
Beach Preservation Associa-
tion (CSBPA) had a success-

ful 2016 with achievements in our 
core business endeavors, as well as 
exploring new avenues and part-
nerships to support our mission of 
science and education.

California State Science Fair
CSBPA was once again 

pleased to support excellence 
in coastal science by providing 
scholarship awards for the State 
Science Fair. An award is given in 
the amount of $500 in the Senior 
Division, $250 in the Junior Divi-
sion. Award also includes student 
membership in ASBPA. The Senior 
Division award was presented to 
Titus M. Patton for his project An-
timicrobial Properties of the Natu-
ral Flora Found in Stingray Mucus. 
The Junior award went to Ella T. 
Lifset for her work studying bac-
teria contamination plaguing her 
local beach, titled Efficacy of UVC 
Treatment Facility on Cottonwood 
Creek Water Quality. This is an im-
pressive group of kids who partici-
pate in the annual science fair and 
we congratulate these students on 
their winning projects.

Wiegel Scholarship Winner
CSBPA established the Robert 

L. Wiegel Scholarship for Coastal 
Studies in 2002 and has made an-
nual awards to students pursuing 
graduate level studies at a Califor-
nia university or college. The larg-
est award ($4,000) made thus far 
went to this year’s recipient, Karen 

Petersen of UC Santa Cruz for her 
research on Impacts of effluent 
from Carlsbad Desalination Plant 
on the coastal biology and chem-
istry - an in-situ study of pre- and 
post-discharge. The judges agreed 
that Peteren’s work was impressive, 
especially coming from a Master’s 
student and the combination of lab 
and field work truly represented 
the ideology of Professor Wiegel. 
Karen wrote in her thank you note 
that she was honored and humbled 
to receive the award. 

H2O Conference 2017
Planning is under way for the 

2017 Headwaters to Ocean (H2O) 
Conference with a new partner on 
board. UC Irvine’s Water, Sustain-
ability, and Oceans Initiatives in 
partnership with the California 
Shore and Beach Preservation As-
sociation and Southern California 
Wetlands Recovery Project are 
eager to host the H2O Conference 
in Irvine, California, May 23-24. 

This two-day event will be 
the premier biennial convening for 
a multidisciplinary group of lead-
ers, decision-makers, scholars, and 
advocates to engage and address 
key social, economic, and envi-
ronmental impacts on our natural 
systems. UC Irvine brings to the 
table regional leadership in water, 
ocean and resilience programs and 
research, including the interface of 
these systems with land and terres-
trial environments. This conference 
will leverage the strengths of each 
organization toward developing a 
great event. 

This past year, CSBPA part-
nered with ASBPA to submit a pro-
posal for a grant funding projects 
in conservation and science. The 
proposal was to host a workshop on 
the physical, ecological, social and 
regulatory perspective on beach 
nourishment and other beachfront 
living shoreline management mea-
sures appropriate for high energy 
coasts. Although the proposal did 
not get selected, the topic gained 
interest and support from various 
organizations and may be revital-
ized in the future.

Central East Coast
By MAURA BOSWELL, Central 
East Coast Chapter President

The Central East Coast Chap-
ter (CEC) held monthly 
board conference calls this 

year focusing on planning the re-
gional coastal permitting workshop 
that will be held in Wilmington, 
North Carolina, Jan. 10-11, 2017 

 Continued on next page
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(https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
cec-chapter-of-asbpa-permitting-
workshop-tickets-27641562658). 
The workshop will bring together 
representatives from federal and 
state permitting agencies, federal 
and state resource agencies, coastal 
engineering and environmental 
permitting practitioners, and beach 
nourishment and navigation project 
sponsors to discuss what is work-
ing well and what can be improved 
upon with the permitting of coastal 
projects in the region. 

This focused dialogue will 
inform and enable those in atten-
dance who are looking to improve 
the permitting process in the future 
and balance the need to protect 
natural resources and avoid exces-
sive delays in implementing coastal 
projects in the public interest. The 
Central East Coast Chapter con-
tinues to grow its membership and 
is always looking for additional 
volunteers to participate in the 
planning and execution of chapter 
ideas. Please let us know if you 
are interested in becoming more 
engaged with the local chapter.

Great Lakes Chapter
By JON SHABICA, Great  
Lakes Chapter President

2016 was another challenging 
year for the Great Lakes, with 
local news announcing:
• “Erosion complicates 

property rights battle” – April 21, 
2016, Indiana Public Media, Annie 
Ropeik

• “All of our beaches are 
shrinking” – May 9, 2016, Chica-
go Tribune article, Bob Seidenberg

Above: Looking 
north from 
the Evanston 
Illinois boatramp 
(north beach is 
approximately 300’ 
wide). Feb. 3, 2013 
– Elevation 576.1’.
Left: Looking north 
with almost no 
beach present at 
the north end of the 
beach. May 1, 2016 
– Elevation 580. 6’.

• “As erosion threatens lake-
front, North Shore towns seek so-
lutions together” – July 28, 2016, 
Chicago Tribune, Tony Briscoe

The shoreline along portions 
of Lake Michigan and other Great 
Lakes are seeing first-hand the im-
pact of prolonged low water levels 
and how it will permanently affect 
the beaches in the future. Lake-
bed down-cutting is the erosion 
of lake-bed clay along a shoreline 
by wave action. With the low lake 
levels, storm waves were breaking 
further offshore eroding sections of 
the lakebed previously less vulner-
able due to higher water levels and 

less wave energy interacting with 
the lake bottom. Once this erosion 
of the native clay takes place, it is 
irreversible due to the cohesive na-
ture of the lake bed, and we are left 
with deeper water closer to shore. 
This deeper water means larger 
waves breaking along the shoreline 
and an increase in the wave energy 
that transports sand. This process 
has become visibly apparent along 
most of the Great Lakes shorelines, 
with native sand and stable coastal 
habitat continuing to be a rare com-
modity along the shoreline.

Currently the state and fed-
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Native Highland Park, Illinois, shoreline impacted by the increase in Lake Michigan water 
levels with a house at jeopardy

Chapters—————————————————————————————————–
 Continued from page 17
eral regulators are overwhelmed 
by the amount of shoreline permits 
under review with the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources 
issuing emergency authoriza-
tion for shoreline revetments via 
email provided an after-the-fact 
permit would be submitted once 
the work was complete. Along the 
Illinois shoreline, Illinois Coastal 
Management Program is funding 
exploration of options to develop a 
regional sand management strategy 
as some governmental agencies are 
burdened by too much sand held by 
extremely long coastal structures 
such as harbors and other agencies 
have a hardship being downdrift of 
large littoral blocks such as Wauke-
gan Harbor or Naval Station Great 
Lakes and being completely sand 
deprived. 

One critical question from a 
political perspective still needs to 
be answered by the state and fed-
eral regulators which is: can native 
beach sand be relocated? Shoreline 
permitting, including sand nour-
ishment, in Illinois can take 8-18 
months with some marine contrac-
tors already booking work through 
2018. 

Additionally, some states such 
as Michigan and Indiana are deal-
ing with potentially precedent-set-
ting and ongoing legal battles over 
public access, improperly designed 
or built coastal structures, revised 
compensatory mitigation regula-
tions between the federal EPA and 
Corps of Engineers, and cases 
against federal regulators where ri-
parian rights were violated by how 
engineered structures have or have 
not been maintained.

Hawaii Chapter
By CHRIS CONGER,  
Hawaii Chapter President

The Hawaii Chapter had a 
very productive and success-
ful year in 2016. We targeted 

two key projects for the year, and 
have focused our efforts to those 
ends. 

The first was hosting a work-
shop on Living Shorelines in the 
Tropics, as part of the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN) conference that was held in 
Honolulu, Hawaii. The IUCN holds 
these conferences once every four 
years, and the competition to get a 
place at the table was tremendous. 

HSBPA partnered with the 
Hawaii Department of Land and 
Natural Resources, University of 
Hawaii, University of the West 
Indies, University of Massachu-
setts, The Nature Conservancy, Na-
tional Disaster Preparedness Train-
ing Center, National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, and 
the Environmental Defense Fund to 

successfully craft a workshop topic 
and agenda. 

The workshop explored 
various techniques that incorpo-
rate natural and modified shoreline 
environments, which can be used 
for shoreline stabilization. These 
techniques ranged from beach 
nourishment, to artificial reefs, to 
smart coastal community, build-
ing, and infrastructure design, to 
mangrove stands, and beyond. The 
workshop employed presentations, 
hands on experiments, and small 
group discussions to explore the 
topics being presented and gather 
anecdotal accounts of successful 
and unsuccessful attempts the audi-
ence was knowledgeable of or had 
participated in. 

The second is a joint effort 
that is still under development. 
HSBPA is working with the local 
Surfrider chapter to develop a pam-
phlet on Hawaii’s beaches, which 
can accompany or be included in 
the Surfrider State of the Beaches 
report. 

In addition, HSBPA has 



Coastal Voice            1 9

engage local legislators during 
the 2016 Hawaii State Legislative 
Session to provide information and 
technical advice on bills related to 
the coastline. Our chapter is gear-
ing up again this winter, in prepara-
tion for the 2017 session.

HSBPA has begun document-
ing the efforts of the chapter, our 
members, and our affiliate orga-
nizations in a newsletter. During 
2017 this newsletter will become 
our primary form of communica-
tion with members and others.

Texas Chapter
By JERRY MOHN,  
Texas Chapter President

The Texas Chapter held three 
meetings in 2016 in the cen-
tral and upper coast areas, 

Port Aransas, Galveston and Port 
Neches. The first meeting was held 
April 1 in Port Aransas with 70 
attendees, our second symposium 
whose theme was “Texas Shore-
lines — Bays to Beaches.” It was 
held at the University of Texas Ma-
rine Science Institute with a field 
trip around the Port Aransas area 
and on North Padre Island. 

Twenty-one presentations 
throughout the day covered a wide 
range of topics including the chem-
istry of oil spills, nearshore cur-
rents, and beach visitation benefit 
calculations. The field trip provided 
participants an excellent opportuni-
ty to experience the diversity of the 
Texas coast as well as an informa-
tive field excursion on one of best 
natural barrier islands in Texas. 

The second meeting was Aug. 
5 on Galveston Island, the third 

Chapters—————————————————————————————————–
 Continued from page 18 meeting over the last two years 

where we partnered with the U.S. 
Army Corps’ Galveston District 
and tied it in with their stakeholder 
meeting. Close to 160 people were 
in attendance to hear presentations 
from the Galveston District, from 
Texas A&M in Galveston, and 
from the Galveston Parks Board 
on a recently com-
pleted beneficial use 
of dredge material 
in building a new 
beach in front of the 
Galveston Seawall. 

The Galveston 
District gave on an 
update of the Coastal 
Texas Protection 
and Restoration 
Feasibility Study. The purpose is to 
develop and evaluate coastal storm 
damage risk reduction measures for 
coastal Texas residents, industries 
and businesses which are critical 
to the nation’s economy. Texas 
A&M reviewed the “Ike Dike” 
surge protection system for the 
Houston/Galveston region, which 
is a coastal spine close to 60 miles 
long and 17 feet tall, to achieve 
the greatest protection possible for 
communities, the economy, envi-
ronment, and especially the Hous-
ton Ship Channel. The Galveston 
Parks Board showed the ASBPA 
“Best Restored Beach” award for 
“Babe’s Beach” which placed more 
than 629,000 cubic yards of ben-
eficial dredge beach-quality sand 
from the Houston Ship Channel on 
4,900 feet of beach. 

The third meeting was held 
in Port Neches on Dec. 9, which 
was our annual meeting with board 
election. In addition, this meeting 
laid the groundwork for our state 
and federal legislative agenda that 

we prepare for members to use as 
they visit their legislators in Austin 
and Washington, DC. We heard 
about the update on the Salt Bayou 
Watershed Restoration Project 
where a grant was awarded to Jef-
ferson County by the Gulf Environ-
mental Benefits Fund to construct 
two freshwater siphons that will 

restore freshwater 
flow to 18,000 acres 
of wetlands within 
the Salt Bayou Wa-
tershed, the largest 
contiguous estuarine 
marsh in Texas. 

The siphons 
will reconnect 
freshwater flows 
from north of the 

Gulf Intracoastal Waterway to 
the fragile coastal wetlands to the 
south. We also heard about con-
struction of approximately 20 miles 
of dune ridge and nourished beach 
face along the McFaddin National 
Wildlife Refuge shoreline, utilizing 
sediments from an offshore borrow 
area. The improvement plan to pro-
tect the sensitive wetlands within 
the Refuge and the Salt Bayou 
watershed from increasing seawa-
ter inundation; protect the Chenier 
beach ridge from further erosion 
and shoreline retreat; and, re-create 
lost dune/beach habitat. 

For 2017 our goal is to have a 
meeting each quarter, three up and 
down the coast and one in Austin, 
the state capital. Every two years 
the Texas Legislature meets for five 
months, and the sessions are stress-
ful and tense since many bills are 
filed and debated. We plan a March 
meeting at the height of the legisla-
tive session and the Texas Chapter 
prepared an agenda for members to 
use visiting their legislators. v
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Busy year 
for Science & 
Technology 
By NICOLE ELKO, ASBPA Vice 
President for Science & Technology

Accomplishments: With its 
partnering federal agencies, 
(U.S. Army Corps of En-

gineers (USACE), U.S. Geologic 
Survey (USGS), Bureau of Ocean 
Energy Management (BOEM), 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, Office of Naval 
Research, National Park Service, 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission, FEMA, and the National 
Science Foundation, ASBPA has 
helped to publish a national near-
shore processes research imple-
mentation plan (hereafter referred 
to as the “National Plan”) to 
implement the nearshore processes 
research strategy developed by the 
U.S. nearshore processes commu-
nity. 

In the National Plan, an inven-
tory of ongoing federal and non-
federal research projects serves to 
identify areas of potential collabo-
ration, as well as research gaps. 
Examples of successful interagency 
collaborations are highlighted to 
inform future collaborations. To 
develop the National Plan, the 
ASBPA collaborated with both the 
nearshore community to establish 
an academia-based council, and 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ 
Coastal Engineering Research 
Board (CERB), who facilitated the 
federal collaboration. 

Recommendations (11) are 
provided for immediate execution 

and long-term planning toward 
increased collaboration to gain effi-
ciencies. Over 260 relevant federal 
agency research projects and 92 
non-federal projects were catego-
rized by basic research questions 
for each theme to identify areas for 
potential collaboration. The first 
National Nearshore Collaboration 
Workshop was held in Kitty Hawk, 
NC, Nov. 29-Dec. 1, which pro-
duced the road map for this fiscal 
year including a number of inter-
agency research collaborations to 
be announced soon.

2. In partnership with ASBPA, 
the USACE Engineering Research 
and Development Center (ERDC), 
and the USGS Coastal Marine 
Geology Program has awarded 
$265,672 in federal funding to 
directly support academic research 
to investigate dune management 
challenges on developed coasts. 
Each university was awarded 
$40,000-$50,000 for the following 
projects, which all partnered with 
local coastal managers to define 
their research questions.

3. ASBPA published a white 
paper on “The State of Under-
standing the Impacts of Beach 

Nourishment Activities on Infaunal 
Communities,” authored by Tiffany 
Roberts Briggs, Brad Rosov and 
Stephanie Bush.

4. S&T is compiling national 
statistics on beach restoration, such 
as an updated geodatabase quanti-
fying the miles of U.S. coast that 
have been restored and the total 
volume of sand placed. Deadline 
for roll out is the 2017 Coastal 
Summit. We also developed a list 
of state regulations for sand place-
ment on beaches and for living 
shoreline/marsh placement for all 
coastal states.

Other notable S&T activities 
in 2016 include:

1. Chair Nicole Elko was ap-
pointed to the CERB.

2. Elko and Derek Brockbank 
(ASBPA Executive Director) met 
with USGS and BOEM leadership 
in April to foster ASBPA relation-
ship from research to budgets/leg-
islation.

3. Brockbank and member 
Brian Caufield presented on ASB-
PA S&T topics, coastal research 
and dune management challenges, 
respectively, at Restore America’s 
Estuaries (RAE) conference.  v
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By TIFFANY ROBERTS BRIGGS 
& KATIE BRUTSCHÉ, Student & 
New Professional Involvement 
Committee Co-Chairs

The ASBPA Student & New 
Professional (SNP) Committee 
continued to work hard in 2016, 
engaging the next generation of 
coastal scientists and engineers 
and growing the SNP membership. 
Since 2009, the number of student 
and new professional members has 
continued to grow. As our member-
ship continues to grow, so does the 
quantity (and quality!) of student 
speakers and poster presenters at 
the annual technical conference. 
This is just one way in which stu-
dents become, or stay, active within 
ASBPA. The SNP group hopes to 
continue this forward momentum 
and continue growing with the 
ASBPA membership.

The SNP committee continues 
to contribute to the efforts of the 
steering committee in conference 
planning (e.g. orchestrating the 
student mixer and other activities) 
as well as volunteer coordination. 
A couple of conference call semi-
nars were held to provide students 
with information on how to submit 
an abstract (Dr. Lee Weishar), how 
to submit an award nomination 
(Brad Pickel), how to apply for a 
Knauss Fellowship (Alex Renaud), 
and opportunities at the Coastal 
Summit (Derek Brockbank). Ad-
ditionally, several students and new 
professionals also contributed to 
the Coastal Voice monthly e-news-
letter: William Warren (February), 
Caleb Tillotson (March), Margaret 
Eaglin (April), Bianca Charbon-
neau (June), Madeline Rubio (July/

Committees:

Engaging the next generation of professionals

August), Julie Cisneros (October), 
Reza Marsooli (November), and 
Zach Tyler (December).

Below are a few of the SNP 
initiatives:

• 75 student registration fee 
for the fall technical conference 
(with $25 membership fee)

• Three annual student awards 
(stipends included in two): Edu-
cational Award, Nicholas Kraus 
Coastal Scholar Award, Best Poster 
Presentation Award

• Internship with Science & 
Technology committee (part of the 
Coastal Scholar Award)

• Reduced membership fee for 
new professionals (recent gradu-
ates)

• Reduced price for short 
courses

• Monthly student/new profes-
sional written articles published in 
the monthly “Coastal Voice”

• Internship, employment, 
and graduate opportunities updated 
frequently on the ASBPA website 
(under “Student Opportunities”)

• A number of networking op-
portunities at the conference

• Volunteer opportunities at 
both annual conferences (with 
waived registration fee)

For more information, visit: 
www.asbpa.org and click on the 
Members tab then Students and 
new professionals.  v

Committees:

A successful 
year for ASBPA’s 
Government Affairs
By TOM RICHARDSON, 
ASBPA Government Affairs Chair

This is a summary of the 
2016 focus and activities of 
ASBPA’s Government Af-

fairs Committee. 
n Success on WRDA. 

ASBPA, in collaboration with the 
Coastal States Organization, has 
been very involved in the success-
ful adoption of WRDA in 2016. We 
worked with Committee staff to 
draft language, advocated coastal 
policies, and urged passage. Our 
leadership has been recognized on 
the Hill for our support. In early 
December, Congress passed S.612, 
the “Water Infrastructure Improve-
ments for the Nation Act” or the 
“WIIN Act” (also known as the 
Water Resource Development Act 
[WRDA]), which includes provi-
sions to protect, restore, and in-
crease resilience of U.S. coastlines. 
WIIN establishes an important pilot 
program to allow coastal com-
munities, states and the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers to beneficially 
use dredged sediment. WIIN also 
supports coastal resilience and sea 
level rise planning and charges the 
Corps to assess the ability of natu-
ral and nature-based features – such 
as beaches, dunes and wetlands – 
to reduce flood risk.

n Shore Protection Appro-
priations. ASBPA promoted an 
FY17 budget with an increase over 
FY16, which had just $40 million 
for shore protection construction; 

 Continued on next page
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the FY17 House bill has $45 mil-
lion and the Senate bill has $50 
million. ASBPA had numerous 
meetings with committee staff and 
legislative champions to advocate 
increased funding, and we helped 
drive support for a “dear colleague” 
letter. We were also able to twice 
successfully prevent an anti-beach 
nourishment funding amendment 
from coming up for a vote.

n Living Shorelines Na-
tionwide Permit. ASBPA’s goal 
of improved/expedited permitting 
on coastal issues was opportunisti-
cally focused this year on living 
shorelines. The Corps of Engineers 
proposed a new nationwide permit 
for living shorelines, which ASBPA 
supported and has advocated for 
some changes to make it more flex-
ible for use in more regions.

In addition, consistent with 
ASBPA’s Road Map, ASBPA:

• Drafted letters, met with 
appropriations committees, and 
encouraged legislators to support 
funding for USACE shore protec-
tion, NOAA Resilience, and USGS 
and NOAA coastal research;

• Communicated our advocacy 
on appropriations with relevant 
agencies;

• Organized and hosted a ses-
sion on RSM at “State of the Coast 
2016” in Louisiana;

• Met with OMB’s Water Proj-
ects branch chief; drafted letter for 
broader range of economic factors;

• Co-hosted with the Congres-
sional Coastal Communities Cau-
cus a briefing on hurricane assess-
ment and coastal change by USGS;

Government——————————————————
 Continued from page 21 • Communicated on relevant 

issues with Caucus members and 
chairs quarterly;

• Submitted comments in 
favor of improvements to the 
USACE nationwide permit B on 
Living Shorelines; put out press 
release on the topic; met with US-
ACE; 

• Had meetings and 
email communication 
with NMFS advocating 
expedited permitting;

• Distributed the 
Shore & Beach special 
issue on Hurricane Sandy 
on the Hill to New York 
and New Jersey members’ 
offices;

• Drafted letter for 
OMB on NACCS implementation; 

• Participated in RESTORE 
listening session and distributed 
analysis of updated Comprehensive 
plan to Gulf Members;

• In concert with the Coastal 
Summit had four advocacy visits, 
bringing ~35 people to meet with 
USACE, USFWS, NMFS (NOAA) 
and FEMA; ~20 Hill meetings;

• Brockbank presented on fed-
eral policy at NCBIWA, FSBPA, 
CSBPA and Texas Chapter meet-
ings;

• Worked with CSBPA to 
develop a unified position on sand 
mining and the California Coastal 
Commission’s proposal to remove 
the permit for the last remaining 
beach sand mine in the U.S.; 

• Joined with approx. eight 
other organizations to work with 
NOAA’s habitat restoration pro-
gram.  v

New ‘Shore & 
Beach’ out soon

The next issue of Shore & 
Beach should be landing in 
your mailbox shortly, a dedi-

cated issue on advances in coastal 
systems resilience research and 
applications edited by Julie Rosati 

and Irene Watts.
Among the articles 

published in this issue:
• “A tale of 

three storms: Morpholog-
ic response of Broadkill 
Beach, Delaware, follow-
ing Superstorm Sandy, 
Hurricane Joaquin and 
Winter Storm Jonas,’” by 
S.M. Dohner, A.C. Trem-

banis and D.C. Miller.
• “Understanding the role of 

fragility in flood risk analysis: A 
justification for multivariate fragil-
ity,” by R. Jane, B. Gouldby, D. 
Simmonds, J. Simm, A. Raby and 
L. Dalla Valle.

• “A coastal resilience case 
study: The Little Creek/Pretty Lake 
communities of Hampton Roads,” 
by Carol Considine, Ann Claire 
Phillips, Maura K. Boswell and 
Michael Seek.

• “Advancing coastal systems 
resilience research: Improving 
quantification tools through com-
munity feedback,” by Katherine 
Touzinsky, Dr. Julie Rosati, Cate 
Fox-Lent, Dr. Austin Becker and 
Audra Luscher.

The issue also features “A 
tale of two surveys: What coastal 
communities need to meet the chal-
lenges posed by climate change, by 
Shannon E. Cunniff, and a re-
membrance of Bob Wiegel by Jon 
Moore and Craig Leidersdorf.  v
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Advocacy:
Wednesday afternoon is set aside 
for targeted advocacy. We will dis-
cuss ASBPA’s legislative agenda 
and how to have an effective meet-
ing with your legislator or agency 
during the sessions. We strongly 
urge you to schedule advocacy 
meetings for Wednesday afternoon 
in advance of your travel. 

“A New  
Commitment  
to Our Coast”
Feb. 28-March 2, 2017
ASAE Conference Center

1575 I Street NW
Washington, DC

Contact:
Derek Brockbank, 
Executive Director

(202) 827-4246 
Derek.Brockbank@asbpa.org

Kate & Ken Gooderham, 
Managing Directors

(239) 489-2616
managing@asbpa.org 

Online: www.asbpa.org
Online registration open

Fact Sheet
Join us for three days of policy, 

technology and advocacy 
in Washington, DC.

Information and program 
at www.asbpa.org. 

Draft program available Jan. 5

– PROGRAM** –
Registration: Tuesday, Feb. 28, 10 a.m.

Plenary sessions: Tuesday, Feb. 28, 1-5 p.m., 
Wednesday, Feb. 24, 8-11 a.m. ■ Thursday, March 2, 9-11:30 a.m.

Advocacy Meetings: Wednesday, March 1, 1:30 to 4 p.m.
Hill Briefing: Wednesday, March 1, 4-5 p.m.

Coastal Hill Reception: Wednesday, March 1, 5:30-7 p.m.
Certification Short Course (Communication): Thursday 1-5 p.m. 

**Program, including times, is in draft form and may be modified

– REGISTRATION FEES –
 ASBPA  Non-ASBPA Student Student
 member member* member non-member*
To midnight Jan. 27 $385 $485 $75 $100
After Jan. 27 $435 $535 $75 $100
At the door $485 $585 $75 $100
  (after Feb. 22) 
Short Course $75 $75 $35 $35

Deadlines: Cancellation with refund: Feb. 22, 2017 ($50 cancellation fee)
Sponsorships are available...full details at www.asbpa.org
Send checks or government purchase orders to ASBPA, 5460 Beaujolais Lane, Fort Myers, FL 

33919-2704. To be officially registered, payments must be received by Feb. 22, 2017. 
*Registration fee includes 2017 ASBPA membership.

– SPONSORS –

Reception

Lanyards

Exhibitor

Notebooks

Meetings with Members 
of Congress or their staff:
ASBPA has a legislative agenda, 
and your organization may have 
some agenda items as well, that 
need to be discussed with legisla-
tors. Please confirm your Rep-
resentative and Senators using 
the links below, then contact their 
offices to set up a meeting for 
Wednesday afternoon. Members 

 Continued on next page
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of Congress prioritize meeting with 
people from their district or state, 
so be sure to identify yourself as 
a constituent when you set up the 
meeting.

Meetings with coastal agencies:
ASBPA is arranging for a num-
ber of advocacy meetings with 
agencies such as NOAA (NMFS), 
BOEM, USFWS, FEMA, and US-
ACE. The registration form pro-
vides you with opportunity to sign 
up for one of these meetings. If 
you are interested in meeting with 
another agency, let us know!

Short Course:
ASBPA and Coastal Zone Founda-

tion (CZF) have teamed up to-
gether to present a series of short 
courses as modules for the Certi-
fied Coastal Practitioner credential. 
Thursday, March 2, 1- 5 p.m. CZF 
will present the Communications 
module. Professional develop-
ment certificates will be awarded to 
those who successfully complete 
the module.

Hotel:
There is no conference hotel. The 
conference venue is near McPher-
son Square Metro Station (Blue/
Orange lines). Nearby hotels are: 
n Upscale (4+ star):
• Sofitel Washington: (202)730-
8800 ■ Lafayette Square, 806 15th 
Street NW

• Grand Hyatt Washington: (202) 
582-1234 ■ 1000 H Street NW
• Capital Hilton: (202) 393-1000 ■ 
1001 16th St NW
• Crowne Plaza Hamilton: (202) 
682-0111 ■ 14th Street & K Street 
NW
n Mid-range (3+ star):
• Embassy Suites Washington 
Convention Center: (202) 857-
3388 ■ 900 10th Street NW
• AKA White House: (202) 904-
2500 ■ 1710 H Street NW
• The Eldon Luxury Suites: (202) 
540-5000 ■ 933 L Street NW
• Hilton Garden Inn Washington  
DC Downtown: (202) 783-7800 ■ 
815 14th St NW
• Hyatt Place: (202) 830-1900 ■ 
1522 K St NW

Summit——————————————————————————————————
 Continued from page 23

2017 Best Restored Beach nominations now open

For some 40 years communi-
ties around the United States 
have been restoring their 

beaches. Although some areas in 
the country are relatively new to 
the process, others have a long 
history of successful beach nour-
ishment projects. In many cases, 
the restoration process is so well 
established that beach enthusiasts 
are not even aware they are enjoy-
ing a restored beach! This often 
occurs when a community has a 
large seasonal population and the 
beach nourishment occurs when 
the seasonal residents are not there 
to see the effort that is required to 
restore the beach. 

ASBPA feels it is critically 
important to educate residents 
and tourists about the time, effort, 
and money that it takes to restore 
the beach so that they can lay on 
their beach and enjoy the sun and 
water. In order to help the cities, 
towns and states educate residents 
and tourist, the ASBPA honors the 

Best Restored Beaches in America 
annually to help build awareness 
of the value of America’s restored 
beaches. 

“In the post-Sandy era it is 
widely accepted that high dunes 
and wide beaches are one of the 
best defenses to minimize the 
impacts of erosion and 
flooding from severe 
storms,” says ASBPA 
President Tony Pratt. 
“Many seasonal or 
new residents of beach 
communities do not 
realize that their beach 
was built and has been 
maintained over the years. It is 
important that everyone realize the 
time and effort that is required to 
maintain this critical resource.” 

Continued public support for 
restoration is crucial and often dif-
ficult to maintain when restoration 
projects become successful and 
routine. ASBPA encourages nomi-
nations from established, as well 

as new, projects for the 2017Best 
Restored Beaches Award.

To meet submission deadlines, 
all nominations must be sent elec-
tronically to Bestrestoredbeach@
asbpa.org by April 8, 2017. The 
nomination text must be in a MS 
Word, WordPerfect, or PDF file, 

and photos must be 
saved in JPEG or TIF 
formats. A nomination 
checklist is available 
at www.asbpa.org. We 
encourage all appli-
cants to use this form 
to make sure their ap-
plication is complete. 

Nomination packages must 
contain the following:

1. Nominator’s contact infor-
mation (name, address, phone, fax, 
email).

2. The name and contact in-
formation for the nominee’s public 
relations specialist who will be co-
ordinating with the media for press 

 Continued on page 27
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American Beach News Service:

Partnership to help shape safer coastal communities

Coastal zone research projects 
around the nation will help 
coastal managers protect de-

veloped areas’ beach dunes, which 
are vital to resilient communities, 
ecosystems and economies.

University of Pennsylvania 
scientists will build a wind tunnel 
to test the sand-capturing capability 
of five types of dune vegetation. 

Oregon State University’s 
model of coastal dune evolution 
will be expanded to include man-
agement options such as vegetation 
planting, beach nourishment, and 
beach scraping. 

The University of Alabama 
will investigate the vulnerability of 
dunes to multiple storms. 

These are among the new 
research projects undertaken in a 
collaboration by coastal scientists 
in the federal government and 
academia. The goal is to improve 
management of coastal dunes, 
which are vital to maintaining the 
resilience of coastal communities, 
ecosystems and economies.

The U.S. Geological Survey 
(USGS), U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers (USACE) and the Ameri-
can Shore and Beach Preservation 
Association (ASBPA) are working 
together to advance coastal dune 
science and management through 
workshops and research invest-
ments. 

ASBPA led the first Nearshore 
Collaboration Workshop in Kitty 
Hawk, NC Nov. 29-Dec. 1. The 
meeting brought together coastal 
experts from USGS, USACE, 
National Park Service, Bureau of 
Ocean Energy Management, Office 
of Naval Research, NOAA, Woods 
Hole Oceanographic Institution, 

University of New Hampshire, 
and other academic institutions. 
The meeting will become an 
annual event where federal and 
non-federal coastal scientists gather 
to develop opportunities for col-
laborative research projects in the 
coastal zone. 

USGS, USACE and ASBPA 
have funded projects at Oregon 
State University, University of 
North Carolina, University of 
Pennsylvania, North Carolina State 
University, Texas A&M University 
and the University of Alabama. 
These projects, which received a 
total of about $250,000 in fund-
ing, are aimed at improving dune 
management in developed coastal 
communities.

 “High, continuous dunes 
are economically and ecologi-
cally sensible elements of a larger 
shore protection program,” said” 
Nicole Elko, Ph.D., ASBPA’s Vice 
President of Science and Technol-
ogy. “Hurricane Matthew’s recent 
dune erosion highlights the need 
for a consistent national program to 
evaluate dune management strate-
gies so that the nation is ready for 
future storms and sea-level rise.” 
(USGS has posted before- and 
after-Matthew images at www.
usgs.gov/news/and-after-photos-
se-beach-dunes-lost-hurricane-

matthew.)
The academic studies support 

and build upon existing USACE 
and USGS dune research. 

“Coastal managers must 
balance the costs and benefits of 
dunes as one important component 
of healthy and resilient coasts,” 
said John Haines, USGS Coastal 
and Marine Geology Program 
Coordinator. “To help guide their 
decision making, USGS has been 
studying how sand dunes respond 
and migrate during storms and as a 
consequence of sea-level rise.”

Researchers at the U.S. Army 
Engineer Research and Develop-
ment Center have also been study-
ing dune evolution for the past 
three years, along with scientists 
from the Naval Research Labora-
tory. “USACE coastal researchers 
take a three-pronged approach to 
research in dune evolution,” said 
Jeff Lillycrop, USACE Technical 
Director for Civil Works Research 
and Development. “Field data 
collection, physical modeling, and 
numerical modeling are all impor-
tant.“

Higher dunes can help pro-
tect communities from damaging 
waves and surge; they can also 
impede natural coastal processes. 
Scientists need to better understand 
how dunes’ effectiveness in pro-
tecting developed areas will be af-
fected by long-term coastal change, 
or by extreme events such as hur-
ricanes. The projects are intended 
to fill in some of those knowledge 
gaps. “The academic research stud-
ies address aspects of coastal dune 
modeling and decision-support 
analysis,” Haines said. “These 

American Beach News Service
The articles were sent the second and 
fourth Tuesday of the month to more 
than 400 media outlets. We encourage 
members to utilize information in these 
communications with their clients, 
constituents and others. A full list of all 
the ABNS articles can be located at 
http://www.asbpa.org/news/newsroom_
beachnews.htm  Continued on page 27
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American Beach News Service:

Congress passes water bill, a “WIIN” for U.S. coastlines

On Dec. 10, the U.S. House 
of Representatives and Sen-
ate passed S.612, the Water 

Infrastructure Improvements for 
the Nation Act” or the “WIIN Act” 
(also known as the Water Resource 
Development Act [WRDA]), which 
includes provisions to help protect, 
restore, and increase the resilience 
of U.S. coastlines. The bill passed 
the House 360-61 and the Senate 
78-21.

“Sediment is a critical re-
source for building and restoring 
protective beach and dune systems 
and restoring coastal environments. 
S.612 establishes an important pilot 
program that would allow coastal 
communities, states and the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers to bene-
ficially use dredged sediment,” said 
Derek Brockbank, executive direc-
tor of American Shore & Beach 
Preservation Association (ASBPA). 

“Supporting regional sedi-
ment management is just one way 
the WIIN Act helps coastal com-
munities prepare for hurricanes 
and coastal storms. The WIIN also 
supports coastal resilience and sea 
level rise planning and tells the 
Corps of Engineers to assess the 
ability of natural and nature-based 
features – such as beaches, dunes 
and wetlands – to reduce flood 
risk.”

“The Coastal States Organiza-
tion commends Congress for acting 
in bipartisan fashion to address 
the country’s coastal challenges,” 
noted Bradley Watson, Director of 
Coastal Resilience at the Coastal 
States Organization (CSO). “It 
is important that water resources 
legislation is considered and acted 
on and each Congress is given its 

potential to address immediate and 
long term challenges facing our na-
tion’s coasts” he concludes.

This WRDA authorized water 
infrastructure projects – including 
seven hurricane and storm dam-
age risk reduction projects on the 
coasts of South Carolina, Florida, 
North Carolina, New Jersey, Loui-
siana and California – as well as 
other coastal and inland flood risk 
reduction and environmental resto-
ration projects.

In addition to authorizing 
projects, WRDA also establishes a 
number of policies and authorizes 
studies to help improve coastal 
resilience across the country. They 
include:

• Section 1122 – Beneficial 
Use of Dredged Material. Es-
tablishes a pilot program for the 
beneficial use of dredged sediment 
by the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers (USACE) without being con-
strained by the Federal Standard. 
The placement of dredged sand and 
other sediment on beaches, dunes, 
and coastal wetlands can serve 
multiple benefits, including flood 
and storm risk reduction, ecologi-
cal restoration, and adaptation to 
sea level rise. As sediment sources 
become increasingly scarce, man-
aging sediment as a resource is 
essential for the USACE to achieve 
its multiple missions. This provi-
sion would allow the USACE to 
choose 10 project areas to benefi-
cially use sediment with a federal 
cost-share (rather than being paid 
for entirely by local sponsors). It 
also allows states that are doing 
regional sediment management 
projects to more effectively use 
sediment dredged from both feder-

ally and non-federally authorized 
navigation projects.

• Section 1183 – Coastal En-
gineering. Directs USACE to pri-
oritize feasibility studies for coast-
al projects, including “shoreline 
restoration, tidal marsh restoration, 
[and] dunal habitats to protect 
coastal infrastructure,” from rising 
sea levels. It also authorizes “re-
gional assessments of coastal and 
back bay protection and of Federal 
and State policies and programs 
related to coastal water resources.” 
Flood risk and coastal hazards do 
not follow state or USACE District 
lines and neither should their solu-
tions. Furthermore, many branches 
of government have overlapping 
jurisdiction in promoting resilience 
to coastal hazards. This section 
will promote interstate, intergov-
ernmental collaboration so that the 
states can have an increased role 
in developing solutions that are 
tailored to their region and federal 
agencies are coordinating with 
states and each other.

• Section 1184 – Consider-
ation of Measures. Directs the 
USACE to consider, as appropri-
ate, all measures for coastal risk re-
duction, including natural, nature-
based, nonstructural, and structural 
measures, when developing proj-
ects for coastal risk reduction.

• Sections 1128 & 1129 
– Multistate Activities & Plan-
ning Assistance to States. Allows 
states to jointly apply for planning 
and technical assistance from the 
USACE for coordinated interstate 
efforts with regional and national 
importance. Section 1129 includes 
a cost-share waiver up to $200,000 

 Continued on page 27
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releases, etc. 
3. The name of the project 

manager, design engineer, and the 
dredge contractor who constructed 
the project.

4. Project description (whether 
or not it is a federal project, spon-
sors, designers, engineers, loca-
tion, length, dates and volumes 
of nourishment material for each 
nourishment episode and dates of 
nourishments, obstacles overcome, 
success of project).

5. At least one professional 
quality color photograph of re-
stored beach with release (tourist 
development councils and local 
resorts are good sources for photos 
of this quality).

6. Project locator map.
7. Before and after restoration 

photographs.
8. A statement about why you 

consider this beach a best restored 
beach in the United States.

Winners will be notified in 
advance. ASBPA will prepare press 
releases to notify the media of the 
winner. Winners must agree to 
provide press releases to their local 
media and arrange for a represen-
tative to be present at the 2018 
ASBPA Summit in Washington 
D.C. to accept the award. 

All materials submitted will 
become property of the American 
Shore and Beach Preservation As-
sociation and will not be returned. 
Upon written request, a nomination 
from 2016 that was not chosen can 
be carried over to 2017.  v

Partnership——————————————————
 Continued from page 25

Restored———————
 Continued from page 24

projects will help to understand 
and assess the many roles dunes 
play in coastal environments.”

Each academic institution is 
collaborating with a local govern-
ment agency or a non-governmen-
tal organization involved in coastal 
management. Each project will 
be presented at the ASBPA’s an-
nual National Coastal Conference, 
which will be held Oct. 24-27, 
2017, in Fort Lauderdale, FL.

The 2016 research awards are 
the outcome of a workshop hosted 
by ASBPA in October 2015, also in 
Kitty Hawk, NC, where nearly 100 
coastal managers and researchers 
met to bridge the gap between the 
scientists’ and engineers’ research 
and the managers’ needs.

The funded projects at a 
glance:

• Oregon State University’s 
research will expand a numerical 
modeling system for coastal dunes 
on managed coasts to include op-
tions such as vegetation planting, 
beach nourishment, and beach 
scraping.

• Researchers at the Uni-
versity of North Carolina will 

combine OSU’s study results with 
observations of dune topography, 
vegetation cover, and wind data for 
a 15-mile (25-kilometer) stretch of 
the North Carolina coast. The work 
will support a numerical model of 
dune growth and change, and pro-
vide a database that can be used for 
future work on the effects of wind 
and vegetation. 

• University of Pennsylvania 
scientists will build a wind tunnel 
to test the sand-capturing capabil-
ity of five types of dune vegetation 
and develop methods to predict 
how vegetation affects dune stabi-
lization. 

• Research at North Carolina 
State University will work on dune 
construction guidance for projects 
where a constructed beach berm 
affects how waves can alter or 
overtop the dune.

• A group at Texas A&M 
University will evaluate local 
stakeholder perceptions and man-
agement of coastal dunes.

• The University of Alabama 
will investigate the vulnerability of 
dunes to multiple storms and then 
test and refine ways to predict dune 
responses to these events.  v

for all studies and projects for Is-
land Territories.

• Section 1204 – South 
Atlantic Coastal Study. Directs 
the USACE to conduct a study of 
the coastal areas located within 
the geographic boundaries of the 

WIIN——————————————————————
 Continued from page 26 South Atlantic Division of USACE 

(North Carolina to Alabama) to 
identify risks and vulnerabilities of 
those areas to increased hurricane 
and storm damage as a result of sea 
level rise. This study will also in-
clude a focus on sediment resourc-
es and coastal erosion issues.  v


