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Texas, we are thinking of you
— September 2017 —

By TONY PRATT,  
ASBPA President

As I write this, Hurricane 
Harvey continues to dev-
astate Texas. The news this 

morning reports that at least 30,000 
people have been displaced from 
their homes. This historic level of 
inland flooding is really quite impos-
sible to comprehend. 

I have seen few reports yet on 
how badly damaged the Texas coast 
and its communities are as all eyes 
remain focused on the continuing 
rain and worsening floods in the 
Houston area. ASBPA and Texas 
Chapter members are participants in 
teams that do search and rescue and 
help put communities back together. 

Although 
this newsletter 
is about what 
ASBPA is work-
ing on, we don’t 
want to neglect 
saying to all of 
you Texans that 
we are thinking 
of you and are 
hoping for the 
best outcome 
possible. As an 

organization of experts (through 
both training and experience), we are 
ready and eager to help in way we 
can.  v

GOODERHAM

By KATE GOODERHAM,  
ASBPA Managing Director

September is one of ASBPA’s 
busiest months: 

• The deadline for the 
photography contest is Sept. 8, along 
with the deadline for student posters 
and student award nominations; 

• Gearing up for the National 
Coastal Conference’s early bird 
deadline and hotel registration dead-
line of Sept. 29. 

• Congress will be back in ses-
sion. 

• The Students and New 
Professionals Committee is hosting 
a webinar on Networking Tips on 
Thursday, Sept. 28.

• We’re going to be busy mak-
ing the National Coastal Conference 
the best yet, while monitoring Con-
gress and preparing for 2018. 

With summer over, September kicks into gear

• It is also the month I’ll be 
sending out proxies for the Board of 
Directors’ election. With our bylaws 
change, the membership now elects 

the board at the 
annual meeting. 
So this will be a 
very important 
year to send in 
that proxy. 

Better 
yet, since it is 
Wednesday, 
Oct. 25, during 
the National 
Coastal Confer-
ence, you can 

attend and participate in person! It 
will not be the staid old boring an-
nual meeting. President Tony Pratt 
has some great ideas in the works! v
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Key dates to remember: 
n Sept. 8 — Student Poster ab-

stract DEADLINE
n Sept. 29 — Last day hotel room 

reservations guaranteed at $149 
n Through Sept. 29 — Early con-

ference registration 
n After Sept. 29 and before Oct. 

17 — Regular conference regis-
tration

n After Oct. 18 — At-the-door 
registration

n Oct. 24-27 — National Coastal 
Conference

Photo contest 
deadline is Sept. 8

Are you planning to go to the 
coast for Labor Day? Will you 
take your camera or phone? 

Or have you gone to the coast anytime 
this year? We bet you took some great 
photos. Were they of the marshes? 
The beach? The bluffs? If so, submit 
them to ASBPA’s 10th annual Shore & 
Beach photo contest by Sept. 8. 

Your photograph could end up 
gracing the cover of Shore & Beach 
journal in its first issue of 2018! The 
purpose of the contest is to highlight 
the beauty and natural wonders of 
America’s magnificent coasts as part 
of celebrating more than 80 years of 
continuous publication of Shore & 
Beach.

For more details, go to http://asb-
pa.org/2017/08/08/enter-this-contest-
and-put-your-coast-on-our-cover/. v

It’s almost here!
By PETER SEIDLE, Co-chair,  
2017  National Coastal Conference

It’s almost here — and I can hardly 
wait. This is why I’m going... 
South Florida and the 2017 ASBPA 

National Coastal Conference is an 
exceptional pairing. The diversity 
of people, projects, and possibilities 
are the incredible elements that help 
define South Florida. It is truly a place 
of beaches, bays and beyond. This 
event combines a pro-environment 
atmosphere with a remarkable depth 
of expertise to delve into topics (in 

the tropics!) 
from research to 
tangible projects 
that take this 
conference – and 
South Florida 
— beyond just 
beaches and 
bays. And, 

well… yes, South Florida could use 
more bays. 

Why am I a co-chair? I love 
South Florida. This dynamic, vibrant 
region epitomizes how nature, en-
gineering and science unite to bring 
people and policy together. It is thrill-
ing to have the conference hosted 
in my backyard. Collaborating with 
my co-chairs, Ken Craig and Mike 
McGarry, has been a motivating and 
insightful experience.

I will be near the front row for 
the opening plenary sessions. We will 
have three extraordinary speakers — 
Dr. Jurado, Dr. Kriebel and Dr. Berry 
— giving talks on nuisance flooding 
and coastal risks from changing sea 
levels. In additional, these experts will 
share with you the Compact (South-
east Florida Regional Climate Change 
Compact) that was formed among the 
South Florida counties that is getting 
national attention. As they will dem-
onstrate, sea level change is a national 
issue, and South Florida is among the 

leaders in adapting resilient strate-
gies. You will want to be a part of this 
compelling presentation.

This year’s conference has six 
concurrent sessions. Surely an enticing 
presentation will catch your attention, 
whether it is about beaches, bays or 
something beyond. Interestingly, you 
could attend every session of the con-
ference and not participate in a single 
beach-oriented presentation. ASBPA 
has definitely put the (inland) Shore 
back in the forefront as the American 
Shore and Beach Preservation Asso-

ciation.
The six concurrent session tracts 

are “A Sustainable and Living Coast”; 
“Beach and Dunes, Planning and 
Policy”; “The Coastal System; Flood-
ing, Sea Level Rise & Hurricanes”; 
and “Data, Tools & Research.” The 
specific sessions and a draft program 
available at http://asbpa.org/conferenc-
es/. I am not sure of another organiza-
tion that has such a multi-disciplinary 
program and audience. If you know of 
another, drop by the poster session and 
tell me about it!!

This conference is shaping up 
to be bigger than last year’s Long 
Branch, NJ, conference, which was 
bigger than New Orleans conference 
the year before. Although the bar has 
been set high, it is up to you to make 
it more exciting than the past confer-
ences. I look forward to being a part 
of that!

For all these reasons, I am hon-
ored and excited to be co-chairing the 
conference. And even if I wasn’t a co-
chair, I would be eagerly anticipating 
attending this exceptional gathering. I 
hope to see you there! v
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Lanyards sponsor:

Exhibitors:

Notebook sponsor:

Conference bag sponsor:

Reception sponsor:

Water bottle sponsor:

Mobile sponsor:

Break sponsors:

Coastal, Environmental, Marine 
& Water Resources Engineering
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CoastalSedimentsConferences

Thanks to our 2017 
conference partners!

General sponsors:AV sponsor:

Program advertiser:

General sponsors:
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n Continued on next page
n Continued on page 15

With nearly 200 speakers and 
posters, check out the 2017 
National Coastal Conference 

program. The conference program, 
registration link and sponsorship op-
portunities are now online for ASB-
PA’s National Coastal Conference, 
“Beaches, Bays and Beyond” at the 
conference website.

There are a wide range of 
sponsorship opportunities, including 
exhibit spaces at $2,200 (including 
conference registration) or $1,900 
(with no access to sessions or meals). 
Other sponsorships range in price from 
$920 to $10,000 and include confer-
ence registration. 

For more information go to 
http://asbpa.org/conferences/ v

Why I’m going

Everyone has a different reason 
for attending ASBPA’s National 
Coastal Conference. Below are 

a few of them.

This October, I’ll attend ASBPA’s 
National Coastal Conference 

to connect with and learn from col-
leagues from around the nation. Even 
after almost 40 years of attending con-
ferences, at every ASBPA conference, 
I make new connections, share experi-
ence, and always learn something new 
that helps me in my work as a coastal 
engineer and professional.” 

— Michael Walther | Vice Presi-
dent, Coastal Tech – G.E.C., Inc. 

Every year, I look forward to hear-
ing about the latest research and 

projects conducted across the US. 
However, with the fall conference 
located just a few miles away from 
me this year, I’m especially looking 
forward to attending presentations 
discussing issues affecting Florida’s 
beaches and coasts, including those 
featured in the upcoming dedicated 
issue of Shore & Beach.”

— Tiffany Roberts Briggs, 
Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Depart-
ment of Geosciences, Florida Atlantic 
University, and guest co-editor of the 
dedicated issue of Shore & Beach 
shamelessly promoted above

I said in the past and continue to re-
flect the importance in going to the 

Fall Technical Conference. There is so 
much new coastal and governmental 
information that is available. I am like 
a sponge and really try to absorb all 
the great information and presenta-
tions. In addition, at relaxing time, it’s 
always fun to watch the battle of the 
engineers and scientists in their vol-
leyball game!”

— Jerry Mohn, Texas Chapter 
President

Just announced!  
New keynote speaker

Craig McLean, Acting Chief 
Scientist at NOAA will be a 
keynote speaker at ASBPA’s 

National Coastal Conference. He will 
provide an overview of how NOAA is 
involved in coastal research and data 
acquisition, and the challenges and 
opportunities NOAA currently faces in 
coastal research. He will also discuss 
what he believes are the most impor-
tant issues, questions and research 
for coastal scientists and engineers to 
focus on. v

A great opportunity to rejuvenate my 
coastal spirit by meeting with my 

coastal network and future colleagues 
that I have yet to meet.”

— Aram Terchunian, President, 
First Coastal and Coastal Geologist

I am going because ASBPA has lever-
aged its leadership role to set the 

table for important improvements in 
the way coastal projects get planned, 
designed, and funded.”

— Bill Hanson, Vice president, 
Great Lakes Dredge & Dock Com-
pany v

Last call for student 
poster abstracts and 
award nominations
By TIFFANY ROBERTS BRIGGS, 
Ph.D., Co-Chair, Student & New 
Professional Committee

Student poster presentation ab-
stracts and award nominations 
for the 2017 National Coastal 

Conference in Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida are DUE Sept. 9. 

The poster session is an excel-
lent opportunity to present graduate 
and undergraduate research to the 
coastal community. In addition, a “best 
student poster presentation” award 
will be announced at the conference 
luncheon. 

Three student awards are avail-
able, with an accompanying stipend 
that could help with the cost of confer-
ence attendance:

•The ASBPA Student Educa-
tional Award winner not only presents 
his or her research at the conference, 
but is strongly encouraged to submit 
their award nomination paper for peer 
review by the editorial staff of Shore & 
Beach, the ASBPA’s technical journal, 
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Students———————————————––
n Continued from page 5
and possible inclusion in a future is-
sue; 

• The Nicholas Kraus Coastal 
Scholar Award winner will become 
the dedicated staff member for the 
ASBPA’s Science and Technology 
Committee; and 

• The newly introduced Student 
Coastal Advocate Award winner will 
become the dedicated staff member 
for the ASBPA’s Government Affairs 
Committee. 

Please check the ASBPA website 
for information on award criteria.

Additional student incentives 
to attend this year’s fall conference 
includes the annual student/new pro-
fessional informal networking happy 
hour, student volunteer positions 
(registration costs waived), and special 
student conference registration rates of 
$75 for student members or $100 for 
non-members (includes membership). 
Lastly, don’t miss the opportunity 
to meet your fellow members of the 
Student & New Professional (SNP) 
Committee at the only face-to-face 
SNP meeting of the year (e.g. at the 
conference). v

By DEREK BROCKBANK,  
ASBPA Executive Director

In August, ASBPA — together 
with our friends at Florida Shore 
& Beach Preservation Association 

— submitted comments to National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Agency 
(NOAA) on how to streamline Nation-
al Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) 
permitting and regulatory process. 

As many 
of our members 
well know, coastal 
restoration and 
resilience proj-
ects, particularly 
those in the Gulf 
of Mexico and 
Southeastern 
United States, are 
often delayed and 
incur additional 
expenses due to 

backlogs and delays in NMFS regu-
latory and review processes. These 
extended delays and excessively long 
consultations are directly related to 
the federal government’s attempt to 
comply with Section 7 of the Endan-
gered Species Act (ESA). For several 
years, ASBPA has been working with 
NMFS Protected Resources Division 
(PRD) staff to identify the underlying 
causes of these delays and excessively 
long consultation time periods. We 
have found three primary causes: a) an 
underfunded agency; b) a culture of 
risk aversion that has led to too many 
individual consultations, and c) overly 
bureaucratic protocols.

Our comments address each of 
these causes, and make specific rec-
ommendations to address them. Our 
solutions range from allowing states 
to fund NMFS permit review staff to 
expedite reviews, to requiring regular 
updates to programmatic biological 
opinions (BOs), to removing layers 

ASBPA provides comments on 
NMFS, USACE regulatory processes

of legal approvals, and more. Fixing 
NMFS regulatory does not have a 
silver bullet solution, but we believe 
combining many small solutions could 
significantly improve the process. 
See our full comments at http://asbpa.
org/2017/08/21/nmfs-regulatory/

These comments were submit-
ted as part of open comment period on 
streamlining NMFS regulatory pro-
cesses. A very similarly comment peri-
od is open until Sept. 19 on streamlin-
ing the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE) regulatory processes. We’ll 
be working on comments for this too, 
but would love to hear from you! 

What USACE regulatory pro-
cesses delay your projects? Where 
could USACE speed up? Move a 
project faster? If you were Assistant 
Secretary of the Army for Civil Works, 
how would you expedite USACE 
regulatory? Share your thoughts – or 
if you’re submitting your own com-
ments, share them – with me and we’ll 
try to include them in ASBPA’s formal 
comments. Email to derek.brock-
bank@asbpa.org. v

WWW.ASBPA.ORG

SCIAUDONE

Check our website for all you 
need to know about the upcom-
ing 2017 National Coastal Con-

ference “Beaches, Bays, and Beyond.” 
You can access the draft program and 
see talk abstracts and speaker bios by 
clicking on the “Conferences” link. 
Please make your plans to join us in 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida, this fall! 
Hotel accommodations are filling up. 
Don’t forget to click through to our 
partner and sponsor websites and show 

your support. They 
make this fantastic 
event possible! 

Also check our 
website for details 
on the 2017 photo 
contest — your 
beach shot could be 
on the cover of our 
first issue of Shore 
& Beach next year! 

Don’t delay, entries are due Sept. 8!
As always, all the latest Beach 

News and updates on legislative action 
items are linked to our home page. 
Follow us on Twitter and “like” us 
on Facebook to stay up to date with 
all of the latest news and happenings. 
— Beth Sciaudone, Ph.D., ASBPA 
Webmaster v
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By TARA MARDEN & CATHY 
MOREY, Woods Hole Group Inc.

The Popponesset Spit is a 
4,000-foot-long barrier beach 
that extends from the main-

land shoreline to the northeast across 
Popponesset Bay, in Mashpee, MA, 
where it terminates at a small but deep 
tidal inlet. The Spit provides habitat 
for endangered species such as piping 
plover and least terns, provides storm 
protection for the residences around 
Popponesset Bay, and is a valuable 
recreational asset accessible to all resi-
dents in the Town of Mashpee.

Historically, the spit has been 
subject to both long-term and storm 
event-driven erosion, and has an 
average erosion rate of -5.0 feet per 
year. The erosion can be attributed to 
normal coastal processes, the effects 
of sea level rise and in recent years, 
and a lack of sediment moving down-
drift toward the spit because of updrift 
shoreline armoring; studies to date 
suggest there is an annual sand deficit 
on the order of 10,000-12,000 cubic 

yards per year because of 
the updrift armoring.

The elevation of 
the spit had lowered, 
the dunes had suffered 
numerous storm induced 
breaches and as a result 
the recreational beach 
had become very narrow. 
Moderate storms (10% 
chance of annual occurrence) had been 
overtopping the barrier regularly.

The FEMA flood map indicates 
that most of the spit is in a VE 17 
Zone, which indicates that during this 
100-year storm the entire spit would 
be inundated, resulting in significant 
erosion, loss of habitat and storm 
protection. Landward properties along 
the shore of Popponesset Bay would 
be vulnerable during this scenario, as 
FEMA assumes the barrier is over-
topped and eroded during a 100-year 
event, essentially exposing certain 
properties along the shore of the Bay 
to waves entering from the open 
Sound over the inundated spit.

Beach nourishment and dredg-

ing activities have been 
ongoing in Popponesset 
Spit and within the bay 
for the past 27 years, 
when navigation chan-
nels in the Bay and in the 
Sound were permitted for 
dredging and the dredged 
material was used for 
beach nourishment on 

the Spit. 
Since that time, navigation 

dredging of the channels has been 
done almost annually, which had 
helped offset the sand deficit; how-
ever, small dredged quantities (5,000-
6,000 cubic yards/year) haven’t been 
sufficient to keep up with the effects 
of coastal erosion and sea level rise. 
Consequently, the Spit had become 
more vulnerable than ever before, and 
despite the small nourishment proj-
ects, the spit was slowly disappearing.

Based on the sediment deficit 
and dwindling sediment supply to 
Popponesset Spit, ongoing erosional 
pressures (particularly during storms), 

Popponesset Spit:

Restoring a protective 
and recreational asset
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and rising sea level, Save Poppones-
set Bay, Audubon Society, and the 
Town of Mashpee have been working 
collaboratively since 2014 to protect 
the Spit, the Bay ecology, navigation 
channels, and landward properties. 

In 2014, the first substantial dune 
restoration project commenced and 
over the past three years over 60,000 
cubic yards of sand have been placed 
on the dunes to restore dune height 
and elevation along most of the 4,000-
foot barrier and along the beach to 
increase the elevation and width. 

The dune restoration and beach 
nourishment have dramatically im-
proved the resiliency of the Spit and 
Bay and provided the following public 
benefits: mitigate the ongoing erosion 
and improve storm damage prevention 
and flood protection to the Bay and 
infrastructure; restore wildlife habi-
tat, including for endangered species; 
prevent shoaling of Bay channels, 
enhancing navigational safety and reli-
ability; and improve the recreational 
resource of the beach.

The dune restoration and beach 
nourishment have dramatically im-
proved the resiliency and recreational 
resource of the beach Popponesset 
Spit and Bay for years to come. The 
nourishment has provided immea-

surable protection from the ongoing 
erosion and has dramatically improve 
storm damage prevention and flood 
protection to the Bay and surrounding 
infrastructure. 

The project has carefully restored 
wildlife habitat for endangered species 

and the Piping Plover and Least Tern 
habitat populations have increased 
annually over the past three years. 
The dredging portion of the project 
has helped to prevent shoaling of Bay 
channels leading to enhanced naviga-
tional safety and reliability. v
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Federal appropriations and infrastructure update

USACE coastal appropriations: 
Here’s where coastal appropriations that ASBPA specifically weighed in on stand: 
 FY17 (current) 
Line item allocation ASBPA request House Bill: Senate Mark-Up: 
Shore Protection
(construction) $50 million $75 million $75 million $50 million
Shore Protection
(Cont. Authorities Prog.) $0 — $0.5 million $0.5 million
Beneficial Use of Dredged 
Material (Cont. Auth. Prog.) $1 million $1 million $0.5 million $1 million
Regional Sed. Management $1.8 million $6.8 million $3.5 million $3.5 million
Coastal Inlet Research $2.7 million $2.7 million $2.7 million $2.975 million
National Coastal Mapping $6.3 million $6.3 million $6.3 million $6.3 million
Coastal Ocean Data System $6 million $6 million $6 million $6 million

NOAA coastal appropriations: 
Here’s where coastal appropriations that ASBPA specifically weighed in on stand:
 FY17 (current) ASBPA House Senate
Line Item allocation request Mark-up: Mark-Up: 
Protected Resources Sci. & 
Mgmt (e.g. permitting/reg.) $185.8 million $199.2 million $183.7 million $188.6 million
Coastal Zone 
Management Grants $70 million $70 million $45 million $70 million
Regional Coastal 
Resilience Grants $15 million $15 million $0 $15 million
National Sea Grant 
College Program $63 million $63 million $63 million $65 million

USGS coastal appropriations:
Here’s how the one coastal appropriation that ASBPA specifically weighed in on stands:
Line Item FY17 (current) ASBPA House Senate
 allocation request Mark-up: Mark-Up: 
Coastal/Marine Hazards 
& Resources $40.5 million $46.3 million $38.6 million —

By DEREK BROCKBANK,  
ASBPA Executive Director

As Congress wraps up its August 
recess/district work period, and 
returns to Washington DC for 

September, the budget deadline of Oct. 
1 looms. With disagreement over what 
the total federal budget should be, a 
debt ceiling increase needed this fall, 
and no leadership from the administra-
tion, what happens with the budget is 
anyone’s guess — an omnibus could 
pass, there could be short or long term 
Continuing Resolution or the govern-
ment could shut down. 

However, Congress has to some 
degree advanced three appropria-
tions bills that impact shore and beach 
funding, and Members continue to talk 
about the need to fund infrastructure. 
Here’s an update of where coastal 
FY18 appropriations currently stand 
and expectations for an infrastructure 
bill that could include “coastal infra-
structure” funding.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
coastal appropriations

The full House of Representa-
tives passed the Energy & Water 
Appropriations Bill on July 27 as part 
of a “mini-omnibus” that included 
Defense, Veterans Affairs, and Legisla-
tive Branch funding. The Energy & 
Water appropriations bill includes all 
USACE appropriations. However, this 
omnibus bill is unlikely to be picked 
up in the Senate, because it contains 
controversial provisions, including 
policy on “Waters of the United State 
(WOTUS)” and $1.6 billion for a 
border wall. The Senate has passed the 
Energy & Water Appropriations Bill 
through committee, but not through 
the full chamber.

National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Agency coastal 
appropriations

The Appropriations Committees 
in both the House of Representatives 
and the Senate have passed the Com-
merce, Justice and Science appropria-
tions bill, which includes NOAA’s 
funding, but neither chamber has gone 
farther than the committee mark up. 
NOAA’s budget, with a lot funding 
related to climate science, can be one 
of the more politically charged bud-
gets, and the administration proposed 
major cuts and program eliminations 
in FY18. Both the House and the 
Senate have major increases over the 
proposed administration budget, but 

have significant differences between 
each other, with the House largely cut-
ting from FY17 levels and the Senate 
largely keeping funding flat. 

U.S. Geologic Survey  
coastal appropriations

The House of Representatives 
appropriations committee has passed 
the Interior, Environment and Related 
Agencies Appropriations bill, but the 
full House has not yet taken it up. The 
Senate has not yet brought this bill up 
before committee. Like the NOAA 
funding bill, the Interior, Environment 
and Related Agencies bill is often very 
politically charged, and is one of the 
least likely funding bills to be passed 
in regular order. v
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Infrastructure bill  
up in the air for now
By DEREK BROCKBANK,  
ASBPA Executive Director

Unlike appropriations bills, there 
is no specific information to 
report on infrastructure legisla-

tion. Neither the House, the Senate nor 
the administration have a clear written 
proposal, much less draft legislation. 
A trillion-dollar infrastructure bill is a 
major piece of legislation with signifi-
cant budget implications and deter-
mining how this would be funded is 
still a huge unanswered question. 

Furthermore, the administration’s 
preferred order 
to its legislative 
agenda was health 
care, tax reform, 
then infrastructure, 
which has been 
upended with the 
apparent demise 
of any health 
care bills. Further 
complicating the 
timing of an infra-

structure bill is deepening partisanship 
in Congress, which many folks expect 
to get worse before it gets better.

All this adds up to an infrastruc-
ture bill being unlikely before 2018. 
However, despite the grim forecast, I 
believe that if the Republican Major-
ity in the House and Senate decide to 
actively work to find bipartisan agree-
ment on something, then infrastructure 
is the most likely issue to land on. The 
parties’ differences are much smaller 
on this than on other issues. And so, if 
infrastructure comes up, it could move 
relatively quickly. The coastal com-
munity must, therefore, keep pushing 
for coastal natural infrastructure — 
beaches, dunes, and wetlands — to be 
part of any final legislation.  v

CUNNIFF

WASHINGTON REPORT

BROCKBANK

Disasters impact more than meets the eye
By SHANNON CUNNIFF,  
ASBPA Board Member

A couple of weeks ago, I spent 
three days with the nation’s   
  leading researchers and prac-

titioners in reducing the hazards of 
natural disasters, and the evidence is 
clear: Disasters have an adverse effect 
on the social, economic, and environ-
mental fabric of their communities — 
and climate change is already making 
the problem more acute.

Large and small communities 
across the nation are trying to figure 
out how they will adapt and miti-
gate to reduce the impacts of natural 
hazards — floods, drought, wild fire, 
mudslides, tornadoes and earthquakes 
— on their communities. 

While federal progress on cli-
mate mitigation may be stalled, gov-
ernment agencies such as the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency and 
National Institute of Standards and 
Technology continue efforts to reduce 
the impacts from extreme weather 
disasters.

Local planners, emergency 
responders, ecologists and sociologists 
are banding together to sift through the 
plethora of plans, including economic 
development, transportation, energy, 
natural resources, and disaster plans, 
just to name a few. The aim is to de-
conflict the plans and create more inte-
grated frameworks that actually guide 
communities toward greater resiliency. 

You’ve probably experienced 
an aspect of these conflicts. Maybe 
you’ve participated in a tree planting 
effort to beautify and cool a neighbor-
hood only to see the trees bulldozed a 
year or two later to widen a road. Or 
perhaps you’ve seen a pothole being 
fixed one week only to see the whole 
street torn up a month later? This lack 
of integration can really affect the suc-
cess of disaster risk reduction efforts. 

For example, through this 
process, one town — you’ll see why 

I don’t name it — realized that its 
economic development plan called for 
increased density in a walkable com-
munity. Unfortunately, it was the very 
same area that emergency planners 
had identified for private property buy-
outs because it flooded so frequently. 

These reviews are revealing 
where hospitals, 
fire stations, and 
schools will be iso-
lated by rising seas 
or flood events. In-
tegrating plans will 
help guide where 
to build infrastruc-
ture — both built 
and natural — to 
reduce the costs of 
disasters, generate 

disaster risk reduction benefits as well 
as other day-to-day benefits like public 
open-space, groundwater recharge, 
and higher property values.

Getting agreement from the pub-
lic and political leaders on whether hu-
mans are the cause of climate change 
is not seen as a barrier to building 
resilient infrastructure. Increasingly, 
conversations are about reducing 
economic and social disruption from 
disasters, finding ways to create thriv-
ing communities through safe growth, 
and positioning communities to wisely 
leverage disaster funds if and when 
one strikes.

Plans need to be built with the 
community — not solely by com-
munity planners through practices 
founded on informed citizen involve-
ment. Louisiana’s LA SAFE program 
— a project supported by the Environ-
mental Defense Fund (EDF) — was 
highlighted as an exciting example of 
how to combine grassroots (commu-
nity members) and grasstops (experts) 
knowledge to help define community 
assets and values; assess vulnerabili-
ties now and at various times in the 
future; and define projects, programs, 
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The Student/New Professional Committee 
submits a monthly column that either highlights 
research or experience of ASPBA’s students 
and new professionals. If you are a student or 
new professional and would like to contribute to 
the monthly student/new professional column, 
please contact Tiffany Roberts Briggs: briggst@
fau.edu. If you are a seasoned professional and 
would like to connect with any of the monthly 
writers, please also contact Tiffany Roberts 
Briggs.

‘You don’t know 
what you got 
till it’s gone’
By RACHEL EDWARDS,  
Research Scientist, Texas A&M 
University-Corpus Christi

The paradigm “you don’t know 
what you got till it’s gone” 
applies succinctly to my early 

relationship to the coastal zone. I 
always loved going to the beach, and 
I lived very near the shoreline for my 
entire life; indeed, my parents owned 
a beach house when I was born. In 
hindsight, I took the easy access to the 
beach for granted — I mean, doesn’t 
everyone get to go enjoy the sand and 
surf whenever they want? I did not ap-
preciate it or its proximity until I took 
a job in Illinois after graduating from 
high school. 

Although Lake Michigan was 
a little over an hour away, I did not 
once visit it, instead electing to spend 
my free time exploring the small 
towns nestled between cornfields. Fast 
forward several years, and I returned 
home to the coastal zone with a new-
found appreciation of it. I was also a 
Geography/GIS major at the Univer-
sity of North Carolina. I read articles 
about how GIS was forecasted to be a 
very employable skill, which was how 
I ended up in the major, but I did not 
know upon which industry I wanted to 
focus. 

That all changed very suddenly 
when I watched a 20-minute TED 
talk given by Dr. Barbara Block. She 
discussed how, by tagging and track-
ing Bluefin tuna, she and her team 
provided evidence that there is in fact 
one trans-Atlantic population of Blue-
fin. This is of paramount importance 
because fishing quotas are based upon 
the belief that two Atlantic populations 
exist with minimal mixing between the 
two. 

EDWARDS

Dr. Block argued that individuals 
actually transverse the ocean and thus 
all belong to one population, and they 
are being counted twice under this 
two-population hypothesis, leading to 
much higher fishing quotas than the 
single population can support. She 
argued that, based upon this and other 
research, Bluefin should be listed as 
an endangered species. While Dr. 
Block did not mention GIS explicitly, 
I recognized that it and other geospa-
tial tools could be incredibly useful 
for such applications. I spent the next 
week or so doing random research 
on any and all marine science topics, 
and the idea that the oceans are the 
last great, unexplored frontier on this 
planet really resounded with me. I de-
clared a marine science minor shortly 
thereafter. 

However, there is a potential 
downside to this TED talk. In a 
very interesting and innovative 

use of the technology, using tracking 
data from other species and research-
ers, Dr. Block mapped the locations of 
“hope spots” where many individuals 
from different species congregate in a 
relatively small area. Dr. Block argued 
that these hope spots should be legally 
protected in order to preservation a 
great number of species. 

However, Dr. Block’s published 
the locations of the hope spots, and 
they are now vulnerable to exploita-
tion by any nefarious anglers who may 
want to take advantage of the data. 
This highlights the need for public 
policy and regulations to protect these 
overfished species and highly produc-
tive areas. While I do not study biol-
ogy, the research I do today does have 
a high degree of policy work incor-
porated into it, which, I do not doubt, 
comes in part from this early recogni-
tion of the need for well-considered 
and well-implemented public policies. 

After 
graduating with 
my bachelor’s, I 
decided to pursue 
a master’s degree 
at Harte Research 
Institute for 
Gulf of Mexico 
Studies at Texas 
A&M University- 
Corpus Christi. 
My advisor 
was Dr. James 

Gibeaut who runs the Coastal and 
Marine Geospatial Lab, and he had 
funding available for a student to 
study sea level rise (SLR) in Galves-
ton Bay, Texas. Naturally, that is what 
I happily agreed to study. My thesis 
coupled public policies and geospatial 
modeling — we wanted to know what 
changes would occur on the landscape 
as a result of actions taken today in the 
face of SLR. 

We tweaked the Sea Level Af-
fecting Marshes Model (SLAMM) 
to represent different shoreline 
management techniques including 
armoring the shoreline, removing 
existing armoring, and the installa-
tion of living shorelines to see what 
land cover changes would result as a 
result of SLR. We determined that the 
“best” shoreline management decision 
depends largely upon the individual 
community’s priorities. 

For instance, some larger com-
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Networking webinar 
for students Sept. 28

ASBPA’s Students and New Pro-
fessionals Committee is hosting a we-
binar, “Networking 
Tips: Industry vs 
Academia,” pre-
sented by Nicole 
Elko, Ph.D., Elko 
Coastal Consulting, 
Inc. on Thursday, 
Sept. 28 at 2 p.m. 
ET. This seminar 
will focus on the 
difference between 
networking for 
academic careers 
versus networking for industry careers. 
This webinar will be just in time for 
the fall conference, and as a prelude to 
Mark Osler’s dedicated (Friday) con-
ference session on networking. v

munities with infrastructure necessary 
to the state and nation, such as Texas 
City and its petrochemical refineries, 
ought to be armored and protected 
against the rising sea. However, it 
may be most appropriate for smaller 
communities with little infrastructure 
with a history of erosion to retreat 
away from the shoreline, while living 
shorelines or hybrid shorelines that in-
clude marsh replantings coupled with 
a sill may be most suitable for devel-
oped shorelines that aren’t of national 
importance. 

I am extremely grateful to have 
participated in a number of career 
development opportunities while at 
Harte. I attended a number of confer-
ences, mostly in Texas but also in New 
York City and New Orleans, including 
the Texas chapter of ASBPA meet-
ing. I also sailed for five weeks on 
the R/V Falkor in the middle of the 
Pacific Ocean, leaving from Hawaii 
and returning from Guam, collecting 
bathymetry and magnetometer data on 
Tamu Massif, the world’s single larg-
est volcano. 

After graduation, I stayed on at 
Dr. Gibeaut’s lab as a coastal geosci-
entist. My work involves quite a lot 
of writing, and we hope that an article 
that I co-authored will be published in 
an upcoming edition of the Sea Grant 
Law and Policy Journal. Another 
white paper that I co-authored discuss-
es public policy concerns and opportu-
nities in the Upper Texas Coast, using 

Students—————–
n Continued from page 11

Florida as a comparison. 
Additionally, we hope to begin 

running the Living Shoreline Site 
Suitability Model in Texas. Living 
shorelines are one of the best options 
that we as coastal inhabitants have to 
protect ecologically important habitats 
while preparing for SLR, and I am 
grateful and excited to be able to par-
ticipate in all of these projects. I will 
be thrilled if any of these efforts will 
affect policy and development deci-
sions in the Galveston Bay region with 
the aim of protecting the coastal zone, 
its inhabitants, and wetland habitats 
from SLR. v

ELKO

BOEM helps you 
create our best 
restored beaches
By MARJORIE WEISSKOHL, APR, 
Public Affairs Specialist, Bureau of 
Ocean Energy Management

For many people, summer and 
vacation season come to a close 
in September, but coastal areas 

can be wonderful to visit throughout 
the year. At the same time, some of 
our most infamous hurricanes and 
storms have happened in late summer 
and fall. The BOEM Marine Minerals 
Program is here to partner with com-
munities to address serious erosion 
that results along the nation’s coastal 
beaches, dunes, barrier islands and 
wetlands.

As members of ASBPA, you 
have an opportunity every year to 
nominate a local beach for the Best 
Restored Beaches. The next one will 
be for 2018. Some of the winners 
chosen by ASBPA in recent years 
have used offshore sand from federal 
waters on the Outer Continental Shelf, 
managed and leased by BOEM. They 
include Sandbridge, Virginia Beach, 
VA (2017); Cocoa Beach, Brevard 
County, FL (2014); and Pelican Island, 
LA (2013). 

So when you make your nomi-
nation, please take a few minutes to 
consider and include information on 
BOEM’s role in helping you achieve a 
successful outcome if we were in-
volved. Did offshore sand help your 
community extend and elevate the 
beach’s slope for the public to enjoy, 

addressing a shortage of sand from 
state waters? Did dunes reinforced 
with OCS sand provide the foundation 
for new vegetation and fences to re-
duce impacts from storm surge? Does 
the wetlands renourishment help main-
tain the estuary gradient within the bay 
behind and help protect shellfish beds 
or juvenile fish habitat? 

We also invite you to check out 
our newly updated Marine Minerals 
Program website (www.boem.gov/
Marine-Minerals-Program/) with the 
latest information on the National 
Offshore Sand Inventory, projects, 
studies, and upcoming events. We are 
here to serve you. v
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American Beach News Service
The articles were sent the second and 
fourth Tuesday of the month to more 
than 400 media outlets. We encourage 
members to utilize information in these 
communications with their clients, 
constituents and others. A full list of all 
the ABNS articles can be located at 
http://www.asbpa.org/news/newsroom_
beachnews.htm

American Beach News Service:

Congress, take care of our coasts!

While the near-daily DC 
dramas may provide enter-
tainment to some and fund-

raising fodder for others, we should 
not be distracted by these diversions 
into forgetting what Washington is 
really about: Running the federal gov-
ernment, funding its operations and 
moving forward on the priorities of the 
people who put them into office.

In the case of their coastal con-
stituents, voters are looking to Wash-
ington to support shore protection 
projects, use sound science to produce 
prudent policy and strengthen the eco-
nomic engine that is our coastline.

Recently, coastal leaders with the 
American Shore & Beach Preserva-
tion Association met with Congres-
sional staffers and officials both on the 
Hill and back in the home districts to 
spotlight the ASBPA’s federal agenda 
for the coast. The “asks” are simple, 
but crucial to coastal protection and 
promotion:

• Include $5 billion in direct 
spending to build (or rebuild) federal, 
state and local beaches, dunes, wet-
lands and other coastal risk reduction 
in a federal Infrastructure bill. Assum-
ing a much-needed federal infrastruc-
ture effort moves forward, directing 
some small portion of that investment 
into coastal resources will have a clear 
and effective return both to coastal 
communities (whose jobs and econo-
mies rely on a healthy coast) and the 
country as a whole (thanks to the 
increased tax revenue and decreased 
storm-recovery costs that will result).

• Support $75 million for shore 
protection in the FY18 Energy & 
Water Appropriations bill. Not only 
is this a way to maintain the federal 
commitment to shore protection and 
mitigate impacts of federal actions on 
adjacent coasts, but this kind of steady 
(albeit minimal) investment triggers a 

lot of other funding to support shore 
protection… since federal dollars are 
only part of these projects, requiring 
an investment of state and local funds 
as well. Also, regular funding allows 
ongoing projects to keep momentum, 
rather than leaving them short of cash 
when the next phase of expenditure 
arrives (since these are always multi-
year and multi-part projects). (The 
House of Representative appropria-
tions committee has subsequently in-
cluded $75 million in their legislation, 
while the Senate maintained the FY17 
level of $50 million.)

• Maintain funding levels for 
permitting and key coastal research 
and data acquisition programs op-
erated by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE), the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion (NOAA) and the U.S. Geological 
Survey. Not only do federal agencies 
protect and preserve myriad coastal 
resources around the country, a crucial 
task, but they serve as both drivers of 
coastal innovation and keeps of coastal 
knowledge. This is a vital role, since 
only a federal entity has the big-pic-
ture overview and scope to look at the 
entire coast, rather than just that over-
seen by a smaller political or regula-
tory entity. When it comes to coastal 
protection, bigger is always better.

To reinforce these requests, con-
sider the following points… just some 
of the benefits of healthy investment in 
a healthy coast:

• Healthy coasts drive local 

economies and are a jobs bonanza. 
Studies of estuarine restoration — 
from the Gulf of Maine to the Chesa-
peake to North Carolina — consis-
tently show that for every $1 million 
invested, approximately 30 jobs are 
created or protected.

• Natural coastal infrastructure 
(beaches, dunes and wetlands) protect 
communities and upland infrastruc-
ture from storms and coastal hazards. 
These “soft” protections pay hard 
dividends for both onshore communi-
ties and offshore resources.

• Investing in coastal protec-
tion now saves money in rebuilding 
later – so we can spend millions to 
save billions, as well as keep coastal 
economies and communities safe and 
resilient against whatever people or 
nature throw at them.

• Efforts to improve coastal 
resiliency — a current watchword that 
really is just a common-sense ap-
proach to protection and planning — 
protect homes, jobs, lives and infra-
structure… and look forward in a way 
that can reduce future costs by antici-
pating future concerns and conditions.

• We can’t overlook the recre-
ational value of a healthy coast. More 
than twice as many people go to the 
beach each year as visit all our state 
and national parks combined, and 
wide beaches are a huge tourism draw 
for both domestic and international 
visitors… the source of some 85% of 
the country’s tourism revenue.

All this means that Congres-
sional action to protect our coasts is 
essential to the economy and ecology, 
to protect upland structures and natural 
habitat. It’s a smart investment that 
pays plenty of dividends, it’s an issue 
that should easily win bipartisan sup-
port, and it’s something that impacts 
tens of millions of people.

We hope our elected federal of-
ficials will put aside their distractions 
and take significant and timely coastal 
action. It’s the right, and smart, thing 
to do. v
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American Beach News Service:

Enter this contest and put your coast on our cover

Are you planning to go to the 
coast in the next month? 
Will you take your camera or 

phone? Or have you gone to the coast 
anytime this year? We bet you took 
some great photos. Were they of the 
marshes? The beach? The bluffs? If 
so, submit them to ASBPA’s 10th an-
nual Shore & Beach photo contest by 
Sept. 8. Your photograph could end up 
gracing the cover of Shore & Beach 
journal in its first issue of 2018!

The purpose of the contest is to 
highlight the beauty, variety and natu-
ral wonders of America’s magnificent 
coasts as part of celebrating nearly 
85 years of continuous publication of 
Shore & Beach by the American Shore 
& Beach Preservation Association 
(ASBPA).

Any photographs depicting the 
coast that you’ve taken since Jan. 1, 
2016, are appropriate. These include 
bluffs, beaches, marinas, wetlands, 
marine life, recreational facilities, and 
engineered projects as long as they 
include the setting in which they were 
built (i.e. no portraits of dredges or 
your favorite coastal armoring). 

Photographs can be full-color, 
black and white, sepia or colorized. 
Manipulated photographs (colorized, 
posterized, solarized, etc.) are also 
welcome if you briefly describe the 
changes or procedure. The original 
base photograph must have been taken 
by the submitter.

Categories for submission are all 
U.S. regions, states and territories: east 
coast, Gulf of Mexico coast, Caribbe-
an (Puerto Rico, U.S. Virgin Islands), 
Pacific Coast (one category for U.S. 
mainland and Alaska and the other for 
U.S. Pacific Islands (e.g. Hawaii or 
Guam)

Winning photographs may be 
used as cover art on Shore & Beach. 
Therefore, VERTICAL-format photo-
graphs are highly preferred. Horizontal 

photographs can be submitted, too, 
but if a horizontal format photograph 
is a winner the editors of ASBPA may 
have to crop some of the scene, at their 
sole discretion, to fit on the cover of 
Shore & Beach.

Submit up to five photographs 
total in electronic files in JPEG, TIFF 
or BMP format to the following e-mail 
address: contest@ASBPA.org.

Please send the full-size JPEG 
file as created in your camera (note, 
minimum camera resolution of 3 
megapixels to allow for sufficient 
printing quality for cover art) or a 
reduced-size file (800x600 
pixels minimum). Winners 
will have to send the full-
size file later.

What will we need to 
know from you in the text of 
the email? The basics: 

1) Your name, 
2) Physical address, 
3) Email address, 
4) Occupation and 

place of employment, 
5) Photograph title or 

description, 
6) Date taken, 

7) Geographic Category (see list 
above), 

8) Indicate if submission is full-
size original or reduced size file for 
contest purpose. 

9) Other notes if necessary (what 
is happening if it is an unusual scene, 
why you took the photograph, etc.).

Prizes are essentially bragging 
rights. Not exactly the cover of Rolling 
Stone, but not a bad deal for the ama-
teur photographer great nonetheless.

Winner in each category will 
have his or her name and photograph 
printed in either Shore & Beach or the 
ASBPA’s “Coastal Voice” e-newslet-
ter, or both. A Grand Prize winner will 
be selected from among the category 
winners to have his or her photograph 
printed on the cover of Shore & Beach 
and receive a one-year annual mem-
bership renewal to ASBPA. 

Other entries of outstanding mer-
it may be printed in “Coastal Voice,” 
Shore & Beach, or on the ASBPA web-
site. (Note: The editors may contact 
you for more information). All deci-
sions by the ASBPA judges will be 
final and binding. Editors and officers 
of ASBPA will serve as the review and 
judging committee.

For more details, go to http://asb-
pa.org/2017/07/25/deadline-coming-
soon-for-asbpa-2017-photo-contest/ v
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American Beach News Service:

Marking the merits of mangroves

Want some effective and af-
fordable protection for your 
coast? If you’re in the right 

clime, consider planting some man-
groves.

Recent research published in 
Hydrobiologica looked at the coastal 
protection attributes for the east 
central Florida coast – specifically the 
Merritt Island Wildlife Refuge, which 
also houses the Kennedy Space Center 
(NASA helped fund the study, appro-
priately).

The two main protection systems 
studied were salt marshes and man-
groves – two primary components in 
the natural protection efforts covered 
broadly under the “living shorelines” 
rubric. The findings were remarkable 
for a number of reasons:

• Mangroves provided 800% 
more coastal protection than salt 
marshes.

• Mangroves were also much 
better (470%) at erosion control than 
salt marshes.

• A healthy mangrove fringe/
forest can reduce the height on incom-
ing waves by 90%.

• Mangrove habitat at the Mer-
ritt Island Refuge would provide $4.9 
million more in coastal protection than 
manmade barriers.

• Looking at all natural coastal 
protection options now in place in the 
U.S., the study estimated they offer 
an estimated $23.2 billion per year of 
protection against economic and hu-
man losses from major storm events.

Around the world, the impor-
tance of mangroves for coastal protec-
tion is more critical. The U.S. ranks 

15th in total mangrove forest (605 
square miles), while the top nation 
overall for mangroves (Indonesia) has 
more than 9,000 square miles of man-
grove forest. These salt-tolerant trees 
provide valuable habitat along with 
vital shore protection and stabilization.

That’s an impressive amount of 
good news. What’s the downside?

For one, mangroves are only 
viable in tropical or subtropical zones 
due to their sensitivity to temperature. 
For the United States, that limits them 
to Florida and some portions of the 
Gulf coast. However, as ocean wa-
ter temperatures rise, mangroves are 
starting to establish themselves further 
north on the coast — one of the moti-
vations for this study.

Salt marshes, however, don’t 
face such limits and are capable of 

existing along low-energy coasts in 
far cooler areas. While their protective 
value may not be that of a mangrove 
fringe, marshes still create an impres-
sive coastal buffer, natural habitat and 
agent for accretion.

Both mangroves and salt marshes 
have fallen prey to human activities in 
the past. Whether filled to create de-
velopable lands, ditched to fight mos-
quitoes or eliminated to enhance water 
access and sightlines for adjacent 
upland properties, thousands of acres 
of mangroves and marshes were lost 
before regulators and coastal manag-
ers finally realized the myriad values 
offered by such “soft” shorelines.

One should hope that under-
standing the many attributes they offer, 
and the increasing need for natural 
solutions as our shorelines change, 
will promote the rise and expansion of 
both mangroves and marshes. Cer-
tainly studies such as this help to make 
a very convincing case. v

Remembering  
Anne Woodell
By TOM KENDALL,  
ASBPA Treasurer 1994-2003

ASBPA just learned that Anne 
Woodell, long-time business 
manager for ASBPA died in 

late January in Oakland, California. 
Anne came on board as our busi-

ness officer in 1994. This was the same 
time that I took over as Treasurer. I re-
member initially being a little hesitant 
to retain Anne in this capacity because, 
after all, she was the sister-in-law of 
our then-President, Greg Woodell. As 
it turned out, I wasn’t doing Anne (or 

WOODELL

Greg) any sort of 
favor by hiring 
Anne — I was the 
clear beneficiary 
in the relation-
ship. 

Anne was 
an absolute god-
send. She brought 
a lot of order and 
energy to ASB-
PA, transferring 
her many skills 

honed in her other civic leadership 
roles to our organization, and made 
my tenure as Treasurer a delight. Anne 
touched a lot of lives and I for one am 
so glad she touched ASBPA. She will 
be missed. v
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CONFERENCES
n Sept. 27-29: FSBPA Annual 

Conference, Westin Fort Lauderdale 
Beach Resort, Fort Lauderdale, FL; 
www.fsbpa.com.

n Oct. 24-27: ASBPA National 
Coastal Conference, Fort Lauderdale-
Broward County Convention Center 
and Hilton Fort Lauderdale Marina 
Hotel. Details at http://asbpa.org/con-
ferences/ 

n Nov. 13-14: North Carolina 
Beach, Inlet & Waterway Associa-
tion’s 2017 Annual Conference. De-
tails at www.ncbiwa.org.

n Nov. 15-16 Atlantic Intra-
coastal Waterway Association An-
nual Meeting the Blockade Runner 
in Wrightsville Beach, NC, Details at 
www.atlanticintracoastal.org.

n Feb. 7-9, 2018: FSBPA Tech 
Conference at the Edgewater Beach 
Resort, in Panama City Beach, FL. 
Look for details at FSBPA.com

n March 20-22, 2018: ASBPA’s 
Coastal Summit, ASAE Conference 
Center, 1575 I Street NW, Washington, 
DC.

n July 30-Aug. 3, 2018: Interna-
tional Conference on Coastal Engi-
neering, ICCE 2018, Baltimore, MD. 
Details at www.icce2018.com/ v

‘Shore & Beach’ is 
coming your way!
By KEN GOODERHAM,  
ASBPA Managing Director

The next issue of Shore & Beach 
offers readers a preview of some 
of the Florida-based coastal 

concerns to be explored at the 2017 
National Coastal Conference in Fort 
Lauderdale this October, as the focus 
of this dedicated issue is coastal re-
search and engineering in the Sunshine 
State.

Guest editors Tiffany Roberts 
Briggs and Lindino Benedet have 
gathered an array of South Florida-fo-
cused articles in one of the largest is-
sues of Shore & Beach ever published.

Articles include:
• “Identifying potential natural 

and human influences on loggerhead 
sea turtle nesting, hatching, and emer-
gence success,” by Rachel A. Bladow 
and Tiffany M. Roberts Briggs

• “Delray Beach, Florida: Forty 
years of dune management,” by Rob-
ert H. Barron

• “Long-term evolution and 
future approach of the Captiva and 
Sanibel Islands Beach Renourishment 
Program,” by Thomas P. Pierro, Kathy 
Rooker, Michelle Pfeiffer, and Steve 
Keehn

• “Beach management in Bro-
ward County, Florida,” by Nicole S. 
Sharp and Christopher G. Creed

• “Shoreline recession caused 
by inlets created or modified for navi-
gation on the Florida southeast coast,” 
by James R. Houston

• “Hurricane Matthew obser-
vations and numerical modeling at 

Sebastian Inlet,” by Irene M. Watts 
and Gary A. Zarillo

• “Evaluation of engineering 
alternatives to reduce volume loss 
from a beach nourishment project 
influenced by a severe erosional hot 
spot,” by Lindino Benedet and João 
P.F. Dobrochinski

• “Strategic nearshore place-
ment of dredged sediment at Vilano 
Beach, Florida,” by Katherine E. 
Brutsché, Brian C. McFall, Honghai 
Li, Jesse E. McNinch, Jase D. Ous-
ley, Jason A. Engle and Coraggio K. 
Maglio

• “Searching for sand in Flori-
da: Exploiting sea floor morphology 
as a reconnaissance tool,” by Paul O. 
Knorr

• “To strengthen the south 
Florida coast, look upstream,” by 
David Muth and Glenn Watkins

Next up: The next issue of Shore 
& Beach will focus on living shore-
lines. Look for that issue to be headed 
to your mailbox before the end of this 
year. v

and policy changes necessary to 
achieve the future they envision.

Efforts across the nation are 
building community capacity to plan 
for a climate impacted future, seek-
ing to change perverse incentives, and 
incorporating risk reduction as a fun-
damental land use planning tool. Best 
of all, there is growing recognition 
that protecting and restoring natural 
habitats is an important component to 
ensuring communities thrive. 

Resiliency isn’t a fixed endpoint, 
it’s a journey — and while the path 
won’t be easy, at least we’re under 
way.  v

Disasters—————–
n Continued from page 10


