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— April 2018 —

Upcoming deadlines:
 April 6: Nominations for Best Restored Beaches due
 May 4: Abstract deadline for ASBPA National Coastal 

Conference

By KATE GOODERHAM,  
ASBPA Managing Director

Most of us know how gru-
eling it is to get a beach 
restoration project togeth-

er. The permitting, the funding, the 
engineering and design, the environ-
ment studies are all extensive. When 
it’s done, you’d like to show it off and 
brag a little? We’d like you to as well, 
but the deadline is coming fast – this 
Friday.

So how do you obtain these 
bragging rights? 
Merely go to the 
ASBPA website 
(ASBPA.org) 
and click on the 
pulldown menu 
“About Us,” and 
then click on 
“Awards.” This will 
take you to the 
page with the ap-
plication for the Best Restored Beach 
Award. In general, we are looking 
for the following information from 
established, as well as new, projects 
for the 2018 Best Restored Beaches 
Award:

To meet submission deadlines, 
all nominations must be sent elec-
tronically to Bestrestoredbeach@
asbpa.org by April 6, 2018. The nom-
ination text must be in Word, Word-
Perfect, or PDF, and photos must 
be saved in JPEG or TIF formats. A 

nomination checklist is available at 
www.asbpa.org. We encourage all ap-
plicants to use this form to make sure 
their application is complete. 

Nomination packages must 
contain the following:

1. Nominator’s contact infor-
mation (name, address, phone, fax, 
email).

2. The name and contact in-
formation for the nominee’s public 
relations specialist who will be co-
ordinating with the media for press 
releases, etc. 

3. The name of 
the project manager, 
design engineer, and 
the dredge contractor 
who constructed the 
project.

4. Project de-
scription (whether 
or not it is a federal 
project, sponsors, de-
signers, engineers, 

location, length, dates and volumes 
of nourishment material for each 
nourishment episode and dates of 
nourishments, obstacles overcome, 
success of project).

5. At least one professional 
quality color photograph of restored 
beach with release (tourist develop-
ment councils and local resorts are 
good sources for photos of this qual-
ity).

6. Project locator map.
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7. Before and after restoration 
photographs.

8. A statement about why you 
consider this beach a best restored 
beach in the United States. (It is 
important to let the Committee know 
that you love your beach and that the 
restoration project was a benefit to the 
Community, storm damage protec-
tion, habitat restoration, recreation, or 
other).

9. If available, please include 
beach nourishment data for your 
current project, and historic beach 
nourishments, to include volume (cu-
bic yards), cost, and length of shoreline 
restored. Your project will be added to 

ASBPA visits the South Atlantic Division
On March 29, ASBPA board members and officials met with the leader-

ship of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, South Atlantic Division (SAD), to 
discuss our many collaborations, including efforts on a South Atlantic Coastal 
Study, reducing permitting timeframes for coastal projects, and regional sedi-
ment management. Brig. Gen. Diana Holland is still new to the division, starting 
with SAD shortly before the 2017 hurricane season and spending most of her 
first few months in Puerto Rico. She’s also new to coastal engineering issues, but 
she shared stories of growing up on the beaches of Santa Barbara, CA, and has 
already engaged as a board member of the Coastal Engineering and Research 
Board (CERB). We look forward to working with Gen. Holland and continuing 
our strong working relationship with the South Atlantic Division. v

Beaches———————————————––
 Continued from page 1 our online geodatabase: https://gim2.

aptim.com/ASBPANationwideRenour-
ishment/ 

Winners will be notified in 
advance. ASBPA will prepare press 
releases to notify the media of the 
winner. Winners must agree to pro-
vide press releases to their local media 
and arrange for a representative to be 
present at the 2018 ASBPA Summit in 
Washington D.C. to accept the award. 

All materials submitted will be-
come property of the American Shore 
and Beach Preservation Association 
and will not be returned. Upon written 
request, a nomination from 2017 that 
was not chosen can be carried over to 
2018. v

Bernie Moore, 81, 
dies March 27

Bernard J. Moore, New Jersey’s 
long time expert on shore 
protection and beach replen-

ishment, died recently. In 2003, the 
American Coastal Coalition (which 
merged with the ASBPA in 2004) 
honored him with the Director’s 
Award for Lifetime Achievement, that 
organization’s highest honor. He was a 
former member of the ASBPA Board 
of Directors and a member of ASBPA’s 
President Advisory Board

Moore re-
tired in 2002 after 
34 years of service 
with the New 
Jersey Department 
of Environmental 
Protection, during 
which time he 
became the state’s 
leading expert on 

shore replenishment issues and one of 
its most vocal advocates for restoring 
beaches to protect lives and property. 
At his retirement he was director of 
the DEP Division of Engineering and 
Construction. 

Under Mr. Moore’s guidance, the 
state of New Jersey has developed the 
most enviable shore protection pro-
gram in the nation. Virtually all of the 
New Jersey coastline is either a United 
States Army Corps Project Site, or is in 
study to become one. His tenacity in 
dealing with bureaucrats over so many 
years at virtually every level of govern-
ment, from local public officials to the 
highest ranking members of Congress 
has made him the ‘Grandfather of 
Shore Protection.’”

According to Tom Herrington, 
Associate Director of the Urban Coast 
Institute, Monmouth University, “Ber-
nie Moore understood that the only 
way to protect the New Jersey coast 
from storm damage and to preserve 
and enhance the state’s tourism econ-

MOORE
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2018 National Coastal Conference 
call for abstracts are due May 4

Yes, we just finished the Coastal 
Summit, but ASBPA has no 
time to rest on our laurels. 

Below is the call for Abstracts which 
are due May 4. You’ll notice that this 
year we plan to include a track for 
operations managers. Please encourage 
beach operations managers to submit 
abstracts. They really are a specialized 
group who need the opportunity to 
grow in their professionalism.

ASBPA, in cooperation with the 
Coastal Zone Foundation, announces 
the Call for Abstracts for its 2018 
National Coastal Conference, Oct. 30-
Nov 2 at the Galveston Island Conven-
tion Center on Galveston Island, TX.

ASBPA is the nation’s first or-
ganization to promote science-based 
policies for the preservation of coastal 
areas. The theme of the 2018 confer-
ence, “Resilient Shorelines for Rising 
Tides,” continues to broaden our focus 
across the entire physical coastal and 
estuarine system. The National Coastal 
Conference provides an opportunity 
for coastal stakeholders and managers 
to develop collaborative networks to 
promote best management practices, 
while learning the latest science, engi-
neering and policy needed to maintain 
and improve the health of our beach-
front and estuarine shorelines and 
ecosystems. 

In addition to our usual content 
of coastal science and engineering, 
policy and management, restoration 
and resilience, this year ASBPA’s con-
ference has a dedicated call for presen-
tations on the day to day operations 
of public beaches and coastlines. We 
invite parks and recreation profession-
als who manage beaches and coastal 
areas and are responsible for their 

general upkeep, profitability, and com-
munity engagement to present on their 
successes and challenges. We hope that 
the scientific, engineering and restora-
tion community can learn about the 
challenges of a managing a coastline 
after restoration or between nourish-
ments, and coastal managers can learn 
more about the physical and biological 
processes that impact their coastline.

Technical, policy-oriented, and 
“operational” presentations or posters 
are invited for a broad range of coastal 
& estuarine ecology, science, engineer-
ing, economics, and policy. Specific 
topics include, but are not limited to:
•	 Design concepts and projects
•	 Green/grey infrastructure and living 

shorelines
•	 Regional comprehensive coastal 

studies
•	 Lessons learned from tropical 

storms/hurricanes (Matthew, Har-
vey, Irma, Maria, etc.)

•	 Coastal & estuarine landscape 
architecture

•	 Coastal & estuarine modeling
•	 Coastal hazard mapping & analysis 

tools
•	 Coastal & estuarine resiliency
•	 Sea level guidance, planning and 

adaptive management
•	 Beach restoration and coastal struc-

tures
•	 Lagoon, wetland, marsh and estuary 

restoration and enhancement
•	 Regional sediment management
•	 Economics of coastal resources
•	 Federal, state and local coastal 

policy, regulatory and legal issues
•	 Sand source rights
•	 Coastal infrastructure management
•	 Coastal operations — topics may 

include:

•	 Community outreach and educa-
tion

•	 Day-to-day coastal operations
•	 Managing the public (e.g. keep-

ing people off dunes, pet issues, 
hazard warnings)

•	 Creating and managing revenue 
streams (e.g. parking, concession-
aires, etc.)

•	 Marketing
•	 Waste/litter management 
•	 Health and safety (e.g. lifeguard 

issues, rip current, ADA acces-
sibility)

•	 Access issues
Presentations may be PowerPoint 

or poster format. Abstracts (up to 500 
words) are due by May 4, 2018, and 
can be submitted online via the online 
form at www.asbpa.org. Presenters are 
responsible for all of their expenses 
including travel, lodging, and registra-
tion fees. Notification of presentation 
status will occur by June 25. Additional 
information can be found at www.
asbpa.org. v
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Federal FY18 
omnibus budget 
finally approved
By DEREK BROCKBANK,  
ASBPA Executive Director

On Friday, March 23, the presi-
dent signed the FY18 omni-
bus budget bill, funding the 

government through September.
Coastal agencies finally have pre-

dictable funding 
for the remainder 
of the year after 
four short-term 
continuing resolu-
tions in the past 
six months pre-
vented them from 
planning or fully 
spending out their 
budgets.

ASBPA had 
weighed in on a 

number of coastal provisions across a 
few agencies. Here’s how our priorities 
ended up, and what the administration 
request is for these priorities in FY19 
(see chart at right).

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE) coastal appropriations.

USACE Civil Works received a 
robust $6.8 billion in FY18, an increase 
over previous years. This comes on top 
of $16+ billion for work in flood risk 
reduction, investigations and flood 
control and coastal emergency fund-
ing appropriated in the supplemental 
Disaster Response Bill, this past Febru-
ary. USACE will have a lot of work to 
do in the coming months to spend, or 
at least obligate, all their funding.

WASHINGTON REPORT USACE coastal appropriations:
Line item FY17 ASBPA FY18 FY 19
(all figures in millions) allocation request final budget admin request
Shore Protection 
(construction) $50 $75 $50 $0
Shore Protection 
(Cont. Auth. Program) $0 – $3  $0
Beneficial Use of Dredged Material 
(Cont. Auth. Program) $1 $1.5 $1.5 $0.5
Regional Sediment
Management $1.8 $6.8 $3.5 $3.5
Coastal Inlet Research $2.7 $2.7 $2.975 $2.7
National Coastal Mapping $6.3 $6.3 $6.3 $6.3
Coastal Ocean Data Sys. $6 $6 $6  $2.5
NOAA coastal appropriations:
Line item FY17 ASBPA FY18 FY 19
(all figures in millions) allocation request final budget admin request
Protected Resources Sci. 
& Mgmt (e.g. permitting) $185.8 $199.2 $189.6 $181.6
Coastal Zone 
Management Grants $70 $70 $75 $0
Regional Coastal 
Resilience Grants $15 $15 $30 $0
National Sea Grant 
College Program $63 $63 $65 $0
 

USGS coastal appropriations:
Line item FY17 ASBPA FY18 FY 19
(all figures in millions) allocation request final budget admin request
Coastal/Marine Hazards
& Resources $40.5 $46.3 $40.5 $35.5

National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Agency (NOAA) 
coastal appropriations.

NOAA’s budget was targeted 
for major cuts and program elimina-
tions in the administration’s proposed 
FY18 budget (and again in FY19), but 
Congress provided funding to all the 
coastal programs ASBPA supported, 
and in many cases increased the bud-
get over last year.

U.S. Geologic Survey (USGS) 
coastal appropriations.

ASBPA’s primary interest in 
USGS is with their Coastal/Marine 
Hazards and Resources program. The 
Administration’s budget had targeted 
this for 12% cut in FY18 (and again in 

FY19), but funding was maintained at 
FY17 levels for the remainder of the 
year.

 
Looking ahead to FY19

ASBPA is already working to 
see increases in some FY19 appro-
priations. We are working with allies 
in Congress to get shore protection 
increased back to $75 million, and see 
increases to regional sediment man-
agement and beneficial use of dredged 
material (BUDM) in order to fund the 
BUDM pilot projects that are currently 
being considered.

See all our priorities in our 2018 
Legislative and Federal Affairs Agenda 
http://asbpa.org/wpv2/wp-content/up
loads/2018/02/2018LegAgendaBrochu
re_Color.pdf  v

BROCKBANK
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Coastal Summit 
wrap-up — or 
was it bundle up?
By JOAN POPE, ASBPA 
Coastal Summit co-chair

Thanks to all who contributed 
to the highly successful 2018 
Coastal Summit — “Working 

Together: Science and Policy for Resil-
ient Coasts.”

ASBPA’s annual Coastal Summit 
was held March 20-22 in Washington, 
DC. If you missed it, you missed an 
excellent, informative and generally 
fun meeting. A good old DC snow 
storm (“worst of the season” accord-
ing to local weather reporters) closed 
down the city on Wednesday and also 
caused many flight cancellations. But 
the Coastal Summit went on, some say 
even better than in previous years. 

We had to make some adjust-
ments to accommodate weather-
induced issues such as moving speak-
ers, using Skype and cellphones to 
link with speakers, and even hold 
our advocacy meetings at the Sum-
mit venue rather then travel to agency 
offices (which were closed). Some of 
the emergency steps taken were so 
successful they may become permeant 
features of the summit. For example, 
with a good turnout of agency par-
ticipants, the advocacy meetings were 
more efficient when we didn’t have to 
go through the various federal office 
security systems. 

After last year’s success, we again 
held a joint reception/Coastal Celebra-
tion with the Coastal States Organiza-
tion (CSO). The dialogue and net-
working opportunity with peers and 
from State governments was a great 
experience. We also made a change in 
the social program to include a Chill 
Out Time mixer on Tuesday after the 
formal presentations. By not going to 

Summit shows ASBPA is a major voice
By TONY PRATT, ASBPA President

I have just returned from the Sum-
mit in Washington last week. I per-
sonally felt it was one of our best 

Summits to date. As always, seeing our 
board members and the many people 
who attended the meeting in person 
so conversations can flow face-to-
face is a high point of any conference. 
Our speakers this year were thought-
provoking, informative, supportive of 
ASBPA’s mission and goals, and clearly 
aimed at helping the nation’s coastal 
resources improve and prosper. 

One thing clear to me is that 
ASBPA is regarded and respected as a 
major voice in the national conversa-
tion on beaches and coasts. Presenta-
tions from speakers and the dialogue 
in agency meetings is far more detailed 
and issues oriented than just a couple 
of years ago. 

I recall going to an agency meet-

ing in the not too distant past and 
hearing agency staff inquire about just 
who we are and what do we want. I 
felt as if someone had looked up and 

down the halls of 
the office to see 
who might have 
a few minutes to 
meet with the folks 
who just walked in 
(us). They know us 
well now and bring 
the right staff to 
engage with us on 
challenging top-
ics they are very 
involved with. We 

are very much part of the path forward 
and our collective expertise, experi-
ence, knowledge and partnership is 
valued and sought. 

Well done all, our stock value 
rises each year and I am so proud to be 
part of ASBPA.  v

PRATT

Thanks to a late-season 
snowstorm that shuttered 
the city (above), this year’s 
Coastal Summit often had 
to resort to some creative 
solutions (left) to allow 
stranded speakers to 
present to the attendees.
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Lanyard sponsor:

Notebook sponsor:

Mobile sponsor:

Handbook advertisers:

Bag sponsor:

Break sponsors:

AV sponsor: MIxer sponsor:
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Coastal Celebration:

General sponsors:

a crowded, noisy DC bar, we were able 
to talk with each other in a relaxed 
setting.

The speakers were fantastic, 
stirring conversation and presenting 
challenges Jeff Lillycrop presented the 
key note representing the Corps, we 
had a panel regarding the new regula-
tory Executive Order 13807. A keynote 
from BOEM, and another panel on 
Regional Sediment Management. And 
that was just Tuesday afternoon. Other 
high points from the program included 
a review of the Best Resorted beaches 
awardees, a panel on the Federal han-
dling of storm surge predictions and 
public warning system, and a keynote 
by the Eric Letvin the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator for Mitigation at FEMA. 

We ended the summit with pow-
erful presentations from Gavin Smith 

with the Coastal Resilience Center 
at the University of North Carolina 
and Lynn Scarlett who is the Global 
Managing Director for Public Policy at 
the Nature Conservancy. Add to these 
formal presentations the report outs by 
the Science and Technology and Gov-
ernment Affairs Committees and out 
brief discussions after the Agency Ad-
vocacy and Congressional visits. There 
was a general upbeat mood as a result 
of these visits. Many came away from 
their visits with the impression that 
people on the Hill and in the agencies 
have been hearing us and are working 
on issues of interest to ASBPA. But on 
a cautionary note. 

We need to continue to maintain 
our dialogues with both the Hill and in 
the agencies to influence their agen-
das to include advances in coastal and 
beach practices. So keep it up. v
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Coastal Summit:

One student’s 
perspective
By COREY AITKEN, co-chair, 
ASBPA Student and Young 
Professionals Committee

ASBPA hosted their annual 
Coastal Summit March 20-22. 
Held at the ASAE Conference 

Center in Washington, DC, numerous 
members of the ASBPA community 
were in attendance. From a student 
perspective, and as a newer member 
of the Association, it is always a great 
feeling to see so many of the profes-
sional that my colleagues aspire to be, 
in a setting that allows for advocacy to 
numerous agencies, as well as vari-
ous state delegations. The impending 
snowstorm, the opposite of the weath-
er that many of our southern members 
were expecting, with the forecast two 
weeks out calling for cherry blossom 
blooms, had caused a shuffle of the 
schedule, but not the conversation.

While advocacy meetings at our 
various agencies (NOAA, USACE, 
FEMA, BOEM) did not happen in 
person, we did break into discussion 
groups, where some of the repre-

An agency audible
When the winter weather 
shut down DC, the usual 
agency visits were shifted 
to meeting at the Summit 
venue and conferencing 
in speakers or holding 
discussions among 
attendees to develop a 
memo covering pertinent 
issues to send later.
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SCIENCE REPORT

sentatives from the agencies came 
to us, with others opting to call in, 
for discussion over the phone. Oth-
ers worked to connect to their state 
delegation, having met either earlier in 
the week, or re-scheduled for the next 
day when the buildings had re-opened. 
This by itself displays the lengths that 
the relationships between ASBPA, the 
agencies we interact with, and various 
delegations, have been designed, where 
members from ASBPA want to advo-
cate for our cause, and our partners are 
eager to know what we are doing and 
how they can help.

In addition to these advocacy 
meetings, the keynote speakers, from 
a number of the agencies we advo-
cate with, presented numerous topics 
around the roles of the Army Corps of 
Engineers, BOEM, and FEMA, as well 
as panels discussing regional sediment 
management, blending of science and 
policy, and the response from a num-
ber of agencies regarding Executive 
Order 13807 (which works to establish 
discipline and accountability in envi-
ronmental review and permitting). 

While these topics do get covered 
in our yearly technical conference, it 
is very interesting, as a student, to see 
them become the focus of discussion. 
And while my personal goals include 
some policy aspects, my recent train-
ing has been focused on the science of 
our coasts. The largest takeaway from 
this, aside from the networking done 
within ASBPA and with the Coastal 
States Organization, at the various 
networking sessions, and our coastal 
celebration on Wednesday night, was 
how all of the work the members of 
ASBPA put into our field is considered 
and utilized. This event is something 
that many students and new profes-
sionals in our field can benefit from 
attending. v

By NICOLE ELKO, Ph. D.,  
ASBPA Science Director

It was a pleasure to attend the 2018 
ASBPA Summit in my new role as 
Science Director! Thanks again to 

all who made this new position pos-
sible. The theme of this year’s sum-
mit, merging Science & Policy, is the 
foundation of ASBPA. As I mentioned 
during my joint presentation with 
Executive Director Derek Brockbank, I 
hope you will work with us to educate 
elected officials, agency leadership, 
and ourselves as to the importance of 
investment in coastal research. 

The message that even “a small 
investment in research can significant-
ly reduce risk and project cost” is one 
we will be communicating with greater 
frequency. The present supplemental 
is an excellent example of where this 
message did not get through. 

The nation’s shore protection pro-
gram has historically been significantly 

ELKO

Investment in research can reduce risk, project cost

underfunded until disasters, which 
provide an influx of construction 
dollars, which is “sand on the beach” 
money. 

This supplemental is no differ-
ent. We need to 
educate of the 
need to shift 
from reaction-
ary to proactive 
coastal manage-
ment. Many of 
your beach proj-
ects have years, 
if not decades, 
of monitoring 
data, that if 
analyzed, would 

yield the answers we need to build our 
projects better. Let’s advocate for small 
research investments to accompany 
our large construction investments in 
the future. v

Above: Weather impacted 
the Hill briefing (above), but 
attendance for the Coastal 

Celebration stayed strong. Right:  
Alabama was well represented, 

with (from left) U.S. Bradley 
Byrne, Amber Ramsay with 

CrowderGulf, Dauphin Island 
Mayor Jeff Collier and ASBPA 

board member Scott Douglass.
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Coastal Advocate: Rep. Frank LoBiondo

Throughout his 22 years in public office, U.S. 
Rep. LoBiondo has worked hard to protect 
fragile wildlife and wetlands areas and has 

advocated for projects to preserve and restore the 
New Jersey coastline. Representing a district that 
depends in large part on a tourism-based economy, 
replenishment of the district’s ocean and bay beaches 
has been an important priority for the Congressman. 
His membership on the Congressional Coastal Cau-
cus and his frequent stateside press conferences have 
given him a platform to voice his support for the 
protection and preservation of New Jersey beaches 
and coastal waters.

ASBPA commends and applauds his extraor-
dinary Congressional leadership and many years of 
public service that have benefitted all our citizens. 
We take pride in presenting him with ASBPA’s 2018 
Coastal Advocate Award. v

Friend of the Coast: Rep. Garret Graves

Rep. Garret Graves is truly the epitome of a con-
gressional Friend of the Coast. Prior to serving 
in Congress, Graves was the U.S. first coastal 

czar in his home state of Louisiana. From this pulpit, 
Graves spoke passionately and knowledgeably about 
the serious coastal erosion and subsidence issues fac-
ing Louisiana and shepherded through a State Coastal 
Master Plan, the first of its kind, which has served as a 
model for other states and also helped set the stage for 
future investment in coastal resilience. 

Now, as a congressman now in his second term, 
he continues to lead the charge for coastal issues not 
only Louisiana but also for other states. As current 
chairman of the Water Resources subcommittee under 
the House Transportation & Infrastructure Commit-
tee, he has worked proactively to generate Corps re-
form that makes coastal projects easier to accomplish 
and the agency more efficient.

ASBPA awards the 2018 Friend of the Coast 
award to Chairman Garret Graves for continuing to 
make coastal protection, restoration and resilience 
a focus of his work in Congress as it was in his state 
capacity.  v

From left: Doug Gaffney, Margot Walsh, Rep. Frank LoBiondo and Tom 
Herrington.

From left: Tony Pratt, Shannon Cuniff, Rep. Garret Graves, Bill Hanson 
and Derek Brockbank.

— The 2018 ASBPA Coastal Sumit Awards Winners —
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Friend of the Coast: Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse

Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse has made climate change 
and sea level rise and the impact they will have on 
Rhode Island and the United States his signature is-

sue. No Senator has done more to demand that Congress 
and federal agencies consider how coastal areas will adapt 
to future conditions. His legislation, The National Oceans 
and Coastal Security Act (signed by the President in 2015), 
creates a reliable stream of funding to support ocean and 
coastal research, restoration and conservation. 

This fund provides dedicated funding for coastal 
protection with revenue from offshore energy production 
including oil, gas and renewable energy. He regularly serves 
as the “voice of the coast” on the Environment and Public 
Works committee, raising coastal issues with administration 
nominees and with almost all discussions of infrastructure 
investment. 

Although Sen. Whitehouse represents the smallest 
state in the nation, his tireless advocacy for coastal and 
ocean issues across the nation make him a great “Friend of 
the Coast” v Jesse Baldwin (left) and Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse.

Corps Award: Jeffrey Gebert, 
Philadelphia District

Jeff Gebert was selected as Hurricane 
Sandy Coastal Planning Expert and 
later, just simply Coastal Planning Ex-

pert. In his post-Hurricane Sandy work, 
he led District teams on Sandy coastal 
construction projects representing over 
$450 million in construction projects to 
reduce the level of coastal storm risk in 
New Jersey and Delaware. The projects 
encompass the entire coastline of New 
Jersey south of Manasquan Inlet through 
the entire coast of Delaware. 

Jeff ’s influence extends well be-
yond the Philadelphia District. He is an 
instructor in the Coastal Planning Course 
for the Corps’ Planning Associates Pro-
gram. This prestigious training program 
involves all top-level planners in the 
Corps of Engineers. Jeff epitomizes the 
term “public servant.” He is the face of the 
Corps’ Philadelphia District with prac-
ticing coastal engineers and scientists in 
New Jersey and Delaware. He is a major 
asset to the Corps and to all who appre-
ciate and work on our nation’s beaches, 
waterways, and coastal infrastructure. v

Above: Tony Pratt (left) and Jeff Gebert.
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Lifetime Achievement Award:  
Linda Lillycrop, RSM, ERDC

Linda S. Lillycrop, U.S. Army 
Engineer Research & Develop-
ment Center and ASBPA board 

member, is nominated for the Lifetime 
Achievement Award for her long-
standing leadership, innovation and 
commitment to improving coastal and 
beach management through regional 
sediment management (RSM). 

She has been key to the Corps of 
Engineer’s development and adoption 
nationally of RSM principles and prac-
tices, which transformed the Corps 
from project by project management 
to managing projects in the context of 
regional processes and resources. This 
has directly resulted in more beneficial 
use of coastal sediments that improve 
the performance of shore protection 
projects, reduce the cost of importing 
and exporting products, and increase 
the health of our ecosystems. 

She has also helped drive ASBPA’s 
focus on RSM, and regular participates 
in many aspects of ASBPA’s science & 

technology and policy work — draft-
ing white papers, presenting at confer-
ences, hosting workshops and brief-
ings, and more.

As pressure builds along our 
coasts from shifting demographics, 
rising sea level, and increased storm 

From left: Jeff Lillycrop, Nicole Elko, Linda Lillycrop, Joan Pope and Jesse Baldwin.

severity, RSM principles form the 
foundation for sustainable practices to 
maintain resilient, healthy coasts. Over 
a lifetime of work, Linda has made 
sure ASBPA and the Corps embrace 
these principles to improve our na-
tion’s coastlines.  v

Agency Award: Jeffrey 
Reidenauer, BOEM

During his tenure as MMP 
Chief, Dr. Jeff Reidenauer has 
helped develop and implement 

three strategic priorities for the MMP. 
These include creating a national 
offshore sand inventory consisting of 
a comprehensive database of marine 
geological, geophysical, and environ-
mental data and information collected 
over the past two decades to better un-
derstand the resource BOEM manages. 

Second, Dr. Reidenauer and 
BOEM set a goal to strengthen part-
nerships with their federal, state, local 
and non-governmental stakeholders, 
including developing and publish-
ing new regulations that clarify the 
requirements for OCS marine mineral 
resource identification and leasing. 

Finally, BOEM’s third priority 
is to conduct pertinent environmen-
tal and sand resource studies to help 
identify potential sand resources and 

to better understand monitoring and 
mitigation protocols to effectively 
identify and manage the use of off-
shore sand resources.

Dr. Reidenauer manages all of 
these priorities and projects while 
implementing the core regulatory 
responsibility of the MMP: to properly 
manage the use of OCS sand resources 
through negotiated, noncompetitive 
leases of sediment resources from the 

OCS for shore protection. Since 1995, 
this effort has resulted in 54 OCS sand 
resource leases for 42 projects, consist-
ing of >145 million cubic yards of OCS 
sand and over 321 miles of coastline 
restored. Through the leadership of 
Dr. Reidenauer and many of his col-
leagues, BOEM has emerged as one of 
the leading agencies within the federal 
government promoting beach preser-
vation. v

From left: Ken Willson, 
Renee Orr, Jeff 
Reidenauer and Jesse 
Baldwin.
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The 2018 Coastal Summit in pictures
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 Continued on next page

ASBPA Local 
Funding Group 
needs your input
By TYLER BUCKINGHAM, Local 
Funding Working Group vice-chair

ASBPA is pleased to announce 
the creation of the Local Fund-
ing Working Group, chaired 

by Peter A. Ravella. Local government 
officials are looking for ways to pay 
for long-term shoreline management 
projects and programs — how to 
create and structure the local fund-
ing streams, how to maximize state 
or federal dollars, and how to develop 
support for the funding plan in the 
community and in the political pro-
cess. 

The ASBPA Local Funding 
Working Group is dedicated to help-
ing local communities solve their 
beach and shoreline program fund-
ing problems by providing technical 
resources, best practices, workshops 
and trainings to the ASBPA commu-
nity. To kickoff this effort, we ask for 
your help as we collect local beach and 
shoreline project funding information 
by completing the short, 10-minute 
ASBPA Local Funding Survey (http://
asbpa.org/2018/02/21/local-funding-
survey/). If you have information 
about a locally funded program, please 
consider helping us out.”

This information will greatly 
help us understand the current fund-
ing landscape and determine how the 
Working Group can best assist ASBPA 
members accomplish project funding. 
For more information about the Local 
Funding Survey or be become involved 
in the working group, please email 
tyler@parccoastal.com. v

Central Gulf Coast Chapter chartered

From left: Bret Webb, Derek Brockbank, Katie Brutsche, ????, Mayor Jeff Collier, ????, 
Lauren Averill and Scott Douglass.

By BRET M. WEBB, Ph.D., P.E., 
D.CE, Gulf Coast Chapter President

California has one, Hawaii also does. 
The Northeast, Great Lakes, and 
Central East have generated buzz. 
Texas is large, so they have their own. 
Florida is weird, but cooperation 
they have shown. Yet in between the 
large and weird ones do lie, a vibrant 
and diverse 8,687 miles of forgotten 
shoreline. 

When any rational person in 
the U.S. hears the words 
“shore” or “beach” they 

probably think of the big ones. There’s 
Miami Beach in all of its glory, and 
Daytona with the cars. You might 
think of the Jersey Shore and the feel 
of an old boardwalk under foot. Or 
maybe your thoughts turn to sunny, 
Southern California and maybe, just 
maybe, you hear an old Beach Boys 
tune playing somewhere in the back-
ground. However, it would probably 
take an impossibly long time for 

someone to conjure up an image of 
Gulf Shores, the marshes of Grand Bay, 
or the Chandeleur Islands. Huh? Do 
those places even exist? Yes, they do! 

In between Florida and Texas lies 
a wildly beautiful stretch of dynamic 
coastline that connects the three states 
that form our new Central Gulf Coast 
Chapter of the American Shore & 
Beach Preservation Association. To 
argue that the shores and beaches of 
Alabama, Louisiana, and Mississippi 
are in any way less spectacular than the 
“big ones” named above is as pointless 
a task as counting the grains of sand 
on a beach. Stretching from east to 
west our shorelines change from the 
white sandy beaches characteristic of 
the Northwest Florida Panhandle, to 
the expansive yet rapidly disappearing 
coastal marshes of Louisiana. In fact, 
from the time you first started reading 
this edition of Coastal Voice, Louisi-
ana just lost another chunk of coastal 
wetlands roughly the size of a football 
field! 
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The formation of this new 
chapter underscores the importance 
of our coastal region and highlights 
our members’ commitment to advo-
cating for the protection, restoration, 
and preservation of our shorelines 
and coastal ecosystems. The timing 
could not be better. The 2010 Gulf 
Oil Spill had a profound effect on our 
region’s ecosystem and economy. As 
federal funding from the RESTORE 
Act, NRDA, and NFWF finally start to 
reach the five Gulf Coast states, coastal 
ecosystem restoration and economic 
recovery projects are underway. This 
chapter and its members can be an 
effective force to ensure that we are 
good stewards of these funds, and that 
the projects will have both lasting and 
positive impacts. 

Ecosystem restoration and eco-
nomic recovery are large endeavors re-
quiring enormous amounts of money 
and integrative, long-term planning 
across a diverse array of stakehold-
ers. A diversity that exists within our 
ASBPA membership. While not simple 
by any stretch of the imagination, these 
goals seem somewhat attainable given 
the funding that exists to support 
them. However, what happens when 
the “river runs dry” and the money 
is all spent? That’s the time when this 
chapter’s work will be most important 
as its members advocate for continued 
funding for coastal improvements that 
increase the likelihood of our “chil-
dren’s children” enjoying them as we 
have. 

It may seem contrary to see the 
words “economic recovery” juxtaposed 
with “ecosystem restoration” but they 
are inseparable in our region. This 
regional chapter of ASBPA resides in a 
nature-based economy where tourism, 
recreation, fisheries, and water-based 
commerce drive our economies for-
ward. All of these economic influences 
are predicated on healthy and resilient 
coastal ecosystems. For example, the 

Gulf of Mexico states account for 18% 
of all commercially landed US seafood, 
second only to Alaska (and they don’t 
have an ASBPA chapter, yet). Tourism 
at Alabama and Mississippi beaches 
provide those states with consider-
able general fund revenues.In other 
words, what’s good for the goose really 
is good for the gander! The Gulf Oil 
Spill demonstrated just how impor-
tant our shores and beaches were on 
scales ranging from local to national. 
It also demonstrated how vulnerable 
our fragile ecosystems are to disasters 
of both the natural and man-made 
variety. 

The mission of the Central Gulf 
Coast Chapter is to serve as an advo-
cate for the diverse shorelines of our 
region by capitalizing on the time, 
talents, and treasury of our regional 
coastal professionals for the purpose 
of preserving, restoring, protecting, 
and enhancing our coasts. Our chapter 
aims to provide networking, training, 
and professional development oppor-
tunities to our regional coastal profes-
sionals through regular meetings held 
throughout the year. 

We are currently making plans 
for our first two member events to 
coincide with the State of the Coast 
Conference in New Orleans, LA, 
May 30-June 1. One event will be an 
evening chapter social event at a New 
Orleans establishment, the other will 
be an organized chapter kickoff meet-
ing held during breakfast. In addition, 
we are partnering with ASBPA to have 

an exhibitors table during that con-
ference where people can learn more 
about the organization and this new 
regional chapter. At least one addition-
al chapter event will be scheduled for 
fall 2018. Chapter news and events will 
be advertised on the chapter website 
(http://asbpa.org/centralgulf/) and 
other social media platforms.

The new Central Gulf Coast 
Chapter already has a fairly established 
membership base, but there is room to 
grow… and grow we will. Our national 
ASBPA membership includes about 
80 individuals residing in Alabama, 
Louisiana, and Mississippi, along with 
a handful of corporate members and 
municipalities, too. Our goal for 2018 
is to grow the number of individual 
memberships to 100 in our region. 
Existing members have diverse back-
grounds and expertise coming from 
the public, private, and academic set-
tings. That diversity is mirrored in the 
composition of our Executive Com-
mittee and Board of Directors named 
below (affiliation) [state]: 
•	 Bret Webb, president (University of 

South Alabama) [AL]
•	 Melissa Pringle, vice president (Al-

len ES) [MS]
•	 Lauren Averill, vice president (Jef-

ferson Parish, LA) [LA]
•	 Kari Servold, treasurer (Goodwyn-

Mills-Cawood) [AL]
•	 Brett Geesey, secretary (HDR) [LA]
•	 Richard Allen (U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers) [AL]
•	 Scott Douglass (South Coast Engi-

neers) [AL]
•	 Lauren Dunkin (U.S. Army Corps 

of Engineers) [MS]
•	 Jack Koban (Fugro) [LA]
•	 Bethany Kraft (Volkert) [AL]
•	 George Ramseur (Mississippi 

Department of Marine Resources) 
[MS]

•	 Davin Wallace (University of South-
ern Mississippi) [MS]

•	 Phillip West (City of Orange Beach) 
[AL]  v
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Noiminations sought for National Coastal Conference awards

ASBPA is accepting nomina-
tions for the 2018 National 
Coastal Conference Awards 

including the Morrough P. O’Brien 
Award, the Robert L. Wiegel Coastal 
Project Award, the Bob Dean Coastal 
Academic Award, the ASBPA Student 
Educational Award, the Nicholas 
Kraus Coastal Scholar Award, the Stu-
dent Coastal Advocate Award and the 
ASBPA Member of the Year Award.

The Morrough P. O’Brien Award 
is presented annually to an individual 
or organizational member of ASBPA 
on the basis of 1) an outstanding 
record in achieving the objectives and 
ideals of ASBPA; or 2) for major direct 
contributions to ASBPA. Any ASBPA 
member can submit a nomination that 
outlines the accomplishments of the 
nominee and the basis upon which 
the nomination is being put forth. The 
winner will be invited to attend 2018 
ASBPA National Coastal Conference 
October 30-November 2 in Galveston, 
Texas to accept the award. 

The Robert L. Wiegel Coastal 
Project Award is presented in rec-
ognition to a coastal project that has 
stood the test of time and has shown 
a positive environmental, social, or 
recreational benefit. Nominations must 
include a statement of objectives of the 
project and the major design features; 
evidence that the project achieved the 
desired objectives with a minimum 
of five years since completion; the 
environmental, social, recreational and 
other effects of the project should be 
described; a statement identifying the 
agencies and individuals responsible 
for planning, designing and construct-
ing the work and the individuals that 
will receive the award; and the cost of 
the project. The award will be present-
ed at the 2018 ASBPA National Coastal 
Conference in Galveston, Texas.

The Robert G. Dean Coastal 
Academic Award is presented in rec-
ognition of an academic who has made 
significant contributions furthering the 

community’s understanding of coastal 
science or engineering and in fostering 
young coastal scientists or engineers.

The ASBPA Student Educational 
Award is presented annually to an un-
dergraduate or graduate student who, 
through his or her research, is further-
ing the science of coastal or riverine 
systems as it relates to the goals and 
mission of the ASBPA. 

The award includes a $500 cash 
stipend and it is expected that the 
Educational Award winner will attend 
the 2018 ASBPA National Coastal 
Conference in Galveston (for which 
the registration fee will be waived), 
and present his or her findings to 
the coastal community. Additionally, 
the winner is strongly encouraged to 
submit their award nomination paper 
for peer review by the editorial staff of 
Shore & Beach, the ASBPA’s technical 
journal, and possible inclusion in a 
future issue.

Entries must consist of a cur-
riculum vita and paper suitable for 
presentation and publication (for non-
electronic submissions, please provide 
five hard copies of the entire nomina-
tion package). Any subject pertaining 
to coastal or riverine science is eligible 
for consideration. Representative 

subject areas include natural processes 
(waves, currents sediment transport), 
ecology (habitat, ecosystem func-
tion), water quality (pollution sources, 
remedies), economics (cost/benefits 
of beach projects) and human impact 
on the coast (coastal structures, dams, 
restoration projects). The paper may 
include figures, tables, and photo-
graphs and should not exceed 10 pages 
in length, single-spaced, including 
references.

The Nicholas Kraus Coastal 
Scholar Award is presented annually 
to a graduate student who aspires to 
advance his or her knowledge and ex-
perience of coastal or riverine science 
through an internship with ASBPA. 
The winner will become the dedicated 
staff member for the ASBPA’s Sci-
ence and Technology Committee. The 
Coastal Scholar will work hand-in-
hand with practicing coastal experts 
to develop technical position papers 
with the Committee; and serve as the 
liaison for ASBPA with other gradu-
ate students in coastal and riverine 
sciences. The Coastal Scholar will work 
from their home institution and will 
participate with the ASBPA via confer-
ence calls and email. In addition to 
the experience of working with coastal 
experts, the award includes a $600 cash 
stipend paid in quarterly payments of 
$150. 

Award winner must attend the 
2018 ASBPA National Conference 
in Galveston, Texas (for which the 
registration fee will be waived) to 
receive the award. Entries must include 
a curriculum vita and paper address-
ing why the candidate is interested in 
becoming the ASBPA’s Coastal Scholar. 
The paper should include previous 
experience, education, future goals, 
as well as expectations of the Coastal 
Scholar Award position. The paper 
should not exceed five pages in length, 
single-spaced.

The Student Coastal Advocate 
 Continued on next page
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Award is presented to a graduate or 
undergraduate student who aspires to 
advance his or her knowledge of and 
experience in federal coastal policy 
and advocacy through an internship 
with ASBPA. The winner will become 
the dedicated staff member for the 
ASBPA’s Government Affairs Com-
mittee. The Student Advocate will 
work hand-in-hand with practicing 
coastal experts to develop policy posi-
tion papers with the Committee and 
participate in advocacy efforts seeking 
to influence federal policy via agencies 
or Congress. The Coastal Advocate will 
work from his or her home institution 
and will participate with the ASBPA 
via conference calls and email. In addi-
tion to the experience of working with 
coastal experts, the award includes a 
$600 cash stipend paid in quarterly 
payments of $150. 

Award winner must attend 
the 2019 ASBPA Coastal Summit, 
in Washington, DC (for which the 
registration fee will be waived) to 
receive the award. Entries must include 
a resume or curriculum vita, a paper 
addressing why the candidate is inter-
ested in becoming the ASBPA’s Student 

Coastal Advocate, and contact infor-
mation for two professional references 
(either academic or work related). The 
paper should include previous experi-
ence, education, future goals, as well 
as expectations of the Student Coastal 
Advocate position. The paper should 
not exceed two pages in length, single-
spaced.

The ASBPA Member of the Year 
Award is an award to be presented an-
nually to an individual on the basis of 
their giving of time, talent, and trea-
sury to furthering the goals and objec-
tives of the ASBPA during the previous 
year. The winner will be presented the 
award at the 2018 ASBPA National 
Coastal Conference in Galveston.

Entries for all awards except 
for the three student awards must be 
received by Aug. 10, 2018. The dead-
line for ASBPA Student Educational 
Award, the Nicholas Kraus Coastal 
Scholar Award and the Student Coastal 
Advocate is September 7, 2018. Please 
send entries to Awards@asbpa.org. 
All information should be submitted 
in PDF attachment form or a Word 
document with a maximum file size of 
1 Mb. If you have any questions, please 
call (239) 489-2616. v

omy was to partner with the federal 
government to construct projects with 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. He 
worked tirelessly to educate elected of-
ficials on the importance of large-scale 
beach nourishment and to advocate for 
a stable source of state funds to provide 
the required local percentage of project 
costs. His success and lasting legacy is 
evident along every mile of the Jersey 
Shore’s wide sandy beaches.”

“Bernie Moore was the “inven-
tor” of beach replenishment in New 
Jersey. He believed in the value of re-
plenishment to rebuild eroded beaches 
and laid the foundation for the State’s 
beach protection program.” Thomas 
Gagliano, founder of the Jersey Shore 
Partnership.

To send condolences or flowers, 
please go to www.obrienfuneralhome.
com. v

 April 16-18: Forecasting 
Storm Processes and Impacts. Hilton 
St. Pete Bayfront, St. Petersburg, FL 
Details at https://uscoastalresearch.
org/storms-workshop 

 April 17-19: CSBPA Confer-
ence, “Coastal Conditions: Strategies 
for Present and Future. Bodega Marine 
Laboratory, Bodega Bay.” Information 
at csbpa.org.

 April 23-24: North Carolina 
Beach Inlet and Waterway Association 
(NCBIWA) Local Governments meet-
ing in Pine Knolls Shores, NC. Details 
at: http://www.ncbiwa.org/events

 April 24: Texas Chapter 

CONFERENCES
Symposium to be held at the Harte 
Institute in Corpus Christi. Details at 
http://www.texasasbpa.org/site/ 

 June 12-14: Management of 
coastal dunes and sandy beaches work-
shop, Dunkirk, France. Details at www.
lifeflandre.be or www.natuurenbos.be/
FLANDRE-international-workshop.

 July 30-Aug. 3: International 
Conference on Coastal Engineering 
(ICCE 2018), Baltimore, MD. Details 
at www.icce2018.com/

 Oct. 30-Nov. 2: ASBPA’s Na-
tional Coastal Conference, Galveston 
Island Convention Center, Galveston, 
Texas. v

WWW.ASBPA.ORG

It’s not too late to nominate a 
special beach for the 2018 Best 
Restored Beaches awards (nomina-

tions are due April 6)! Don’t let that 
amazing project go unrecognized 
— look on the home page for all the 
details. The call for abstracts for the 
2018 National Coastal Conference is 
also available now as well (due date for 
abstracts is May 4). 

Special congrats to our new-
est chapter — the Central Gulf Coast 
Chapter of ASBPA. Please check out 
all of their new pages, linked to our 
website under About Us. We are all so 
excited to see what this group will do 
next!

All of the latest updates about 
ASBPA’s advocacy efforts is linked 
from the home page and news archive. 
Follow us on Twitter and “like” us on 
Facebook to stay up to date with what 
we are doing! — Beth Sciaudone, 
Ph.D., ASBPA Webmaster v

Moore–——————
 Continued from page 2


