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It’s true: Everything is bigger 
in Texas... including ASBPA!

— September 2018 —

Key dates to remember: 
 Sept. 7: Poster abstract deadline
 Sept. 7: Shore & Beach photo contest deadline
 Sept. 29: Last day that conference hotel room reservations 
     are guaranteed at $169 per night
 Sept. 29: Early conference registration deadline
 Oct. 24: Regular conference registration deadline
 After Oct. 24: At-the-door conference rates apply
 Oct. 30-Nov. 2: National Coastal Conference in Galveston

By ASHLEY JUDITH, National 
Coastal Conference co-chair

They say everything is bigger in 
Texas and that definitely true 
for this year’s ASBPA National 

Coastal Conference! With two pre-
conference short courses, 
more than 200 presenters, 
and a wide range of dedi-
cated tracks on the latest 
and greatest in coastal 
science, engineering, op-
erations, and policy, there 
is something for every 
coastal professional! 

In addition to a full 
technical program, take 
advantage of the many 
networking opportunities 
that are presented over the 
course of the conference 
including the informal 
student mixer immediately 
following the opening re-
ception where you can also 
vote for the best student 
(poster) presentation. 

Help your team win 
(or simply cheer them on) 
at the annual Volleyball 
Competition between geologists, en-
gineers, and biologists on Thursday 

evening.
Wrap up your week and 

enhance your experience by partici-
pating in the post conference Field 
Trip on Friday, Nov. 2, which will 
depart from the Convention Center 
and tour a variety of local beach 

and shoreline restoration 
projects from East Beach 
all the way to Galveston 
Island State Park. The 
cooler temperatures that 
fall brings make it the 
perfect time to enjoy the 
outdoors in Texas [with-
out melting]! 

Early registration is 
happening now through 
Sept. 29, with additional 
information on short 
courses, hotel and trans-
portation, exhibiting, and 
sponsorships available on 
the website http://www.
asbpa.org. On behalf of the 
conference steering com-
mittee, I’d like to thank 
you all in advance for 
making this year’s confer-
ence a success with your 
continued support and 

participation. See y’all in Galveston 
Oct. 30 through Nov. 2!  v

JUDITH
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Why I’m going… 
from previous 
fall conference 
attendees
“I’m going to hear insights 
from others across the coun-
try. In particular, other proj-
ects’ successes and lessons 
learned which I can apply to 
my projects here in Califor-
nia.”

 Kim Garvey, Moffatt & 
Nichol, California

“I’m attending the confer-
ence this year to share and 
learn from other coastal op-
erations professionals.”

 Reuben Trevino, Galveston 
Park Board, Texas

“I’m always impressed with 
the student posters and I’m 
excited to see the posters 
and meet the future coastal 
engineers and scientists!”

 Peter Seidle, Applied Tech-
nology & Management, Florida

“I’m going to share how a 
new financing instrument 
could help attract private 
sector involvement in coastal 
resilience projects and help 
communities finance their 
projects.”

 Shannon Cunniff, Environ-
mental Defense Fund, Vermont 

National Coastal Conference:

Something for 
everyone, and 
plenty for all
By KATE GOODERHAM, 
ASBPA Managing Director

The reasons people attend the 
ASBPA National Conference are 
as different as the people them-

selves. Elsewhere in this newsletter 
and other emails, you’ll receive from 
us you’ll see quotes from a variety of 
people describing why they attend.

The 200+ speakers giving you a 
wide variety of choices are a major rea-
son to attend. Go to http://asbpa.org/
wpv2/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/
Conference-Schedule-Table-08162018.
pdf and you’ll see our program table 
which shows you sessions adjacent to 
each other.

Being an interdisciplinary orga-
nization means you can network with 
a broad variety of coastal professional, 
including those who you’ve been try-
ing to call!

The conference is Goldilocks 

size — big enough that there is variety 
in sessions and experiences, but small 
enough that you don’t feel like a grain 
of sand on the beach!

The conference includes all ages 
and all points in people’s careers. A 
great opportunity for perspective. At-
tendees respect each other’s thirst for 
knowledge.

ASBPA runs a conference where 
we care that you have a good experi-
ence.  v

Deadline nears, poster abstracts open to all!

Now that the word is out that 
ASBPA’s National Coastal 
Conference is going to be the 

best yet, do you regret you didn’t sub-
mit an abstract back in May? ASBPA 
is now accepting abstracts for post-
ers only from both professionals and 
students until Sept. 7.

More and more professionals 
and students are finding that post-
ers are a great way of having two-way 
communication with their peers in a 
fun setting. Wednesday, October 31, 
the ASBPA is holding a poster ses-
sion in conjunction with the Welcome 
Reception. For the first time, ASBPA 
has extended the poster deadline for 
professionals so it is Sept. 7. Go to 
http://asbpa.org/2018/05/17/2018-

poster-abstract-submittal/. We’ll notify 
you if your poster is accepted no later 
than Sept. 21.

Technical, policy-oriented, and 
“operational” posters are invited for 
a broad range of coastal & estuarine 
ecology, science, engineering, econom-
ics, and policy. Specific topics include, 
but are not limited to:
•	 Design Concepts and Projects
•	 Green/Grey Infrastructure and Liv-

ing Shorelines
•	 Regional Comprehensive Coastal 

Studies
•	 Lessons Learned from tropical 

storms/hurricanes (Matthew, Har-
vey, Irma, Maria, etc.)

•	 Coastal & Estuarine Landscape 
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Thanks to our 2018 
National Coastal 

Conference partners

New sponsorship available

This year’s conference has a new sponsorship op-
portunity — Track Sponsor! On Thursday and 
Friday, Nov. 1-2, ASBPA is offering sponsorship 

opportunities for the seven tracks that make up the 
concurrent sessions part of the conference. This is a 
perfect solution for those who want to focus their mes-
sage to a more targeted audience. 

For those two days, there will be a poster with 
your company’s name and logo outside the room and 
your logo on the session room matrix posters.

Remaining tracks include: Economics & Beach Response, Regional Studies 
& Storm Response, RSM, Modeling & Management and Beach Operations. For 
information go to http://asbpa.org/wpv2/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/072018sp
onsorship.pdf.  v

Architecture
•	 Coastal & Estuarine Modeling
•	 Coastal Hazard Mapping & Analy-

sis Tools
•	 Coastal & Estuarine Resiliency
•	 Sea Level Guidance, Planning and 

Adaptive Management
•	 Beach Restoration and Coastal 

Structures
•	 Lagoon, Wetland, Marsh, and Estu-

ary Restoration and Enhancement
•	 Regional Sediment Management
•	 Economics of Coastal Resources
•	 Federal, State, and Local Coastal 

Policy, Regulatory and Legal Issues
•	 Sand Source Rights

•	 Coastal Infrastructure Management
Coastal Operations topics may 

include:
•	 Community Outreach and Educa-

tion
•	 Day to Day Coastal Operations
•	 Managing the public (e.g. keeping 

people off dunes, pet issues, hazard 
warnings)

•	 Creating and managing revenue 
streams (e.g., parking, concession-
aires, etc.)

•	 Marketing
•	 Waste/litter management 
•	 Health and Safety (e.g., lifeguard is-

sues, rip current, ADA accessibility)
•	 Access issues v

Go to http://asbpa.org/wpv2/
wp-content/uploads/2018/08/
Conference-Schedule-
Table-08162018.pdf to see our 
program table showing which 
sessions are adjacent to each other
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Thanks to our 2018 sponsors

Notebook sponsor

Volleyball sponsor

Lanyards sponsor

Awards sponsor

Reception sponsor

Short course sponsor

Wi-fi sponsor

Poster session sponsor
Session track sponsors

Water bottle sponsor

Conference bag sponsor

Mobile sponsor
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General sponsors

Exhibitors

Handbook advertiser AV sponsor
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Sept. 7 deadline nears for student awards and posters
By TIFFANY ROBERTS BRIGGS, 
Ph.D., Science & Technology 
Committee Co-Chair, Board Liaison 
for Student & New Professionals

Both student poster presentation 
abstracts and award nomina-
tions for ASBPA’s 2018 National 

Coastal Conference in Galveston, 
Texas are due Sept. 7, 2018. 

Poster presentations are an excel-
lent way to share your research, get 
feedback from experts from across the 
nation, and develop professional rela-
tionships and collaborations. Although 
the poster session is a mix of present-
ers, last year over half were students! 
Disseminating your research is an im-
portant milestone, so be sure to share 
your work in coastal ecology, geology, 
engineering, policy, and other sciences 
while networking with leading scien-
tists, engineers and policy makers. 

Also, the best student poster, 
determined by conference attendee 
votes, will receive a special award. Ab-
stract submissions are due Sept. 7 and 

BRIGGS

should be submit-
ted via the ASBPA 
website (direct 
link: http://asbpa.
org/2018/05/17/ 
2018-poster-ab-
stract-submittal/.

In addi-
tion to the many 
opportunities 
and incentives to 
attend the annual 
technical confer-
ence, three (cash-
stipend) student awards are available, 
by self-nomination: the Nicholas Kraus 
Coastal Scholar Award, the Student 
Educational Award and the Student 
Coastal Advocate Award.

 The Nicholas Kraus Coastal 
Scholar Award is given annually to 
a graduate student who aspires to 
advance his or her knowledge and ex-
perience of coastal or riverine science 
through an internship with ASBPA. 
The winner will become the dedicated 
staff member for the ASBPA’s Science 

and Technology Committee. 
The ASBPA Student Educational 

Award is given annually to an under-
graduate or graduate student who, 
through his or her research, is fur-
thering the state of science of coastal 
or riverine systems as it relates to the 
goals and mission of the ASBPA. Any 
research pertaining to coastal or river-
ine science is eligible for consideration. 
The winner is expected to present their 
research at the 2018 National Coastal 
Conference in Galveston, Texas. Both 
awards will be given at the conference. 

Lastly, the Student Coastal Ad-
vocate Award is given to a graduate or 
undergraduate student who aspires to 
advance his or her knowledge of, and 
experience in, federal coastal policy 
and advocacy through an internship 
with the ASBPA Government Af-
fairs Committee. This award will be 
given at the 2019 Coastal Summit in 
Washington, DC, and also includes a 
stipend. All nominations are due Sept. 
7 and should be submitted via email to 
awards@asbpa.org.  v

By TONY PRATT, ASBPA President

Several years ago the ASBPA board 
of directors developed a vision for 
new and improved management 

for ASBPA. Enacting that vision has 
brought us the terrific leadership team 
of Derek Brockbank and Kate and Ken 
Gooderham. 

Our managers are currently 
leading us through committee-driven 
visioning processes to better positon 
ASBPA with funding and personnel 
in the years to come. This is driven by 
our identified goal of being a stronger 
voice for coastal protection. 

All of our moving parts work 
together toward this goal. Helping 
promote the best possible science and 
technology in the arena of coastal land 
dynamics; communicating science, 

What exactly is the ASBPA brand?

PRATT

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
technology, best 
management 
practices for shore 
protection thor-
ough our journal 
Shore & Beach 
as well as our 
two conferences; 
working at federal 
and local levels of 
government to im-
prove funding and 
policy on behalf of 

beneficial coastal lands; and working 
with federal agencies and other NGOs 
to better the national effort toward 
shore protection have been and will 
continue to be our drivers. 

As we go through these processes 
I am thinking about what our ‘brand’ 
is or how our brand may be evolving. 

For many years we have been identi-
fied as the folks who advocate for more 
money for beach nourishment. That 
one-note song never rang true enough 
for me. I know how much more we do 
than that one important mission. 

So I invite all of you to think 
about what is ASBPA’s brand? In my 
mind, we are the coastal sediments 
team. We are the national leaders in 
understanding and managing marine 
land/water interactions and the im-
pacts to society that come from coastal 
sediment dynamics. 

Let us, as an entire organization, 
consider our brand. What makes us 
unique and what are we the national 
leaders of in total? Bring your ideas to 
Galveston and let’s talk about how we 
want to be branded as we evolve with 
the visions being developed now.  v
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Making the 
conference work 
for students and 
new professionals
By COREY AITKEN and EVE 
EISEMANN, Student/New 
Professional Committee co-chairs

As the 2018 ASBPA conference 
draws near, the Students and 
New Professionals (SNP) Com-

mittee is working to make 
the conference accessible 
and beneficial for all of our 
SNP members. Through-
out the year we host events 
focusing on resume build-
ing, presentation prepara-
tion, and networking. 

The SNP will be 
hosting a networking hour 
on Wednesday Oct. 31 at 
7:30 p.m., location TBA. This event 
will provide an opportunity where 
students and professionals, at various 
levels in their careers, can network 
and have open dialogue in a relaxed 
environment. Thursday at 7:30 a.m., 
an in-person SNP meeting will be 
held in the prefunction area. Join us 
for some breakfast and a discussion of 
SNP’s overall mission and plans for the 
coming year! All are welcome. Finally, 
please join us for the traditional ASB-
PA volleyball tournament 5:30-7:00 
p.m. Thursday. Location information 
and a signup sheet will be available at 
the welcome desk. 

As a co-chair of the SNP commit-
tee, Corey Aitken is a graduate student 
at Florida Atlantic University, focused 
on geomorphology and the use of 
GIS to monitor shoreline change and 
relate it to planning of coastal com-
munities. He has been a part of ASBPA 
since 2015, assists with organizing the 
volunteers for the fall conference, and 
also attends the spring conference in 
Washington DC. You will be able to 

The Student/New Professional Committee 
submits a monthly column that either high-
lights research or experience of ASPBA’s 
students and new professionals. If you are 
a student or new professional and would 
like to contribute to the monthly student/
new professional column, please con-
tact Corey Aitkin coreyaitken115@gmail.
com . If you are seasoned professional 
and would like to connect with any of the 
monthly writers, please contact Eve Eise-
mann Eve.R.Eisemann@usace.army.mil.

AITKEN EISEMANN

catch him at the welcome desk and he 
will be more than happy to answer any 
questions about the conference or SNP.

The other co-chair of the SNP 
committee is Eve Eise-
mann, a research physi-
cal scientist with the U.S. 
Army Engineer Research 
and Development Center 
(ERDC). Eve’s research 
focus is on coastal geo-
morphology. Her projects 
range from developing 
methods to automatically 
delineate dune and bluff 

lines to quantifying regional impacts 
of hurricanes and understanding how 
geomorphology influences vegetation 
habitats. She has been a member of 
ASBPA since 2017. She will be there fa-

cilitating with SNP’s conference events 
and is available to answer any of your 
questions. 

Student poster abstracts are being 
accepted until Sept. 7. Submit here: 
http://asbpa.org/conferences/ and 
enter in the contest. Student awards 
are also open until Sept. 7. Nominate 
yourself or a colleague for the Nicholas 
Kraus Coastal Scholar Award or the 
ASBPA Student Educational Award. 
More information can be found at the 
conference website under “Awards.”

As the conference approaches, if 
you are, or know of a student or new 
professional interested in becoming a 
part of ASBPA and the SNP commit-
tee, please contact either Corey or Eve 
(coreyaitken115@gmail.com and eve.
eisemann@usace.army.mil).  v

Working with USACE on beach projects

ASBPA is pleased to be working with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE) to inform coastal and beach stakeholders about the USACE’s 
5-year schedule for federal beach projects. 

To help communities plan for when their federally authorized projects 
will be constructed, USACE has developed a draft schedule of nearly 700 
dredging projects – including navigation and flood risk management — that 
they consider likely to be constructed in the next five years. This includes 
projects that have funding committed from the disaster supplemental appro-
priations or FY18 USACE work plan or are likely to be funded in future work 
plans.

On Aug. 7, ASBPA and USACE held a join webinar with ASBPA mem-
bers and beach stakeholders to explain how USACE is planning for upcoming 
projects. USACE shared a compressive excel spreadsheet of upcoming proj-
ects, which is available on the ASBPA website: http://asbpa.org/2018/08/07/
federal-shore-protection-schedule/

USACE and ASBPA will be keeping the spreadsheet and website updated 
to reflect changes to the schedule. — Derek Brockbank, ASBPA Executive 
Director  v
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Paying to train 
the next generation
By NICOLE ELKO, Ph.D., 
ASBPA Science Director

The ASBPA Science and Technol-
ogy Committee recognizes a 
future challenge for coastal sci-

ence and engineering over the next 50 
years — identifying sufficient research 
funding to sustain coastal academic 
programs to train future generations. 
A 1999 National Research Council 
study, “Meeting the Research and Edu-
cational Needs in Coastal Engineer-
ing” and a 2012 ASBPA white paper 
addressed this concern. 

We have conducted a 2018 
update to this white paper, which 
involved a survey of 51 coastal aca-
demics from Geology, Engineering, 
Oceanography, Planning, Marine and 

Waiting on Congress
By DEREK BROCKBANK, 
ASBPA Executive Director

Congress is very close to com-
pleting two of ASBPA’s top leg-
islative priorities, a 2018 Water 

Resources Development Act (WRDA) 
and the FY2019 Energy & Water ap-
propriations bill. But the final steps to 
achieving them are proving to be very 
challenging. And with just a few weeks 
left before Congress adjourns before 
the election and FY18 closes, whether 

these bills will 
make it across the 
finish line is still 
unclear.

WRDA has 
passed the House, 
but is being held 
up in the Sen-
ate, despite near 
unanimous sup-
port. In order to 
keep controversial 
provisions out of 

WRDA, the Senate is using a proce-
dural move that requires “unanimous 
consent” to begin voting on WRDA. 
Unfortunately one senator — Sen. 
Burr from North Carolina — has a 
“hold” that is preventing WRDA from 
moving. His hold has nothing to do 
with the content of the bill (and our 
understanding is that he supports the 
policies in WRDA), but he refuses to 
allow a vote on WRDA until Congress 
votes on permanent authorization for 
the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund (LWCF), which is set to expire in 
September. 

While ASBPA does not have a 
position on LWCF, in previous em-
ployment I personally advocated for 
LWCF — which provides federal fund-
ing for local parks, open space, public 
lands and water conservation — so I 
am hugely sympathetic to what Sen. 
Burr is trying to do. But holding up 
bi-partisan legislation that would help 

SCIENCE REPORT

ELKO

support our nation’s water infrastruc-
ture and coastlines is not the way to 
do it. ASBPA has been working with 
members and partners in North Caro-
lina to convince Sen. Burr to allow 
WRDA to move forward.

The FY19 Energy & Water appro-
priations bill has been packaged with a 
couple other spending bills, including 
Military Construction and Veteran’s 
affairs, and passed both the House and 
the Senate in what’s known as mini-
omnibus (or, simply, “minibus”). Now 

the House and the Senate have formed 
a conference committee to work out 
the differences between the two cham-
bers’ versions. 

While both chambers are speak-
ing optimistically about reaching an 
agreement before FY18 ends on Sept. 
30, the conference committee has been 
negotiating since June with no deal 
reached. 

Now, as September looms with 
lots of non-coastal legislative priori-
ties, we hope to see Congress finalize 
both WRDA and the Energy & Water 
“minibus” in a packed September 
schedule. Fingers crossed!  v

Wetland, and 
Environmen-
tal Science 
programs. The 
online survey 
was conducted 
during the 
spring of 2018 
by reaching out 
to ASBPA’s list 
of academic 
professors and 
researchers via 

email.
Some of the advance findings are 

that despite some progress, funding is 
still difficult to obtain and is diminish-
ing. There’s also an interesting discon-
nect in the academics’ opinion that 
they are offering courses in funda-
mental coastal science and engineer-
ing, but the USACE specifically feels 
that students are graduating with less 
traditional coastal engineering training 
(the underlying physics, the tradi-
tional curriculum of waves, hydraulics, 
structural design, ocean/nearshore 
labs, etc.). 

We look forward to sharing this 
white paper in final form at the ASBPA 
Fall Conference this year in Galveston, 
Texas.  v

Final call for photo 
contest entries... 

deadline to submit  
is Sept. 7. Details  

online at http://asbpa.
org/2018/04/23/asbpa-

announces-2018- 
photo-contest/
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Editor’s Note: The 2018 National Coastal Con-
ference will be held overlooking this project!

By KELLY DE SCHAUN, 
Executive Director, Galveston 
Island Park Board

The historic Galveston seawall 
area from 12th Street to 61st 
Street includes the original 

sections of the seawall whose construc-
tion began in 1901, and completed to 
its present 10-mile length in 1961.

Prior to the development of the 
Park Board’s Sand Management Plan 
and its recommended use of sediment 
dredged from navigation channel 
maintenance, large-scale beach nour-
ishment funding has been historically 
difficult to secure. In fact, not con-
sidering the emergency placement 
following Hurricane Ike (that was 
implemented to protect the seawall), 
funding for larger beach nourishment 
projects was simply out of reach. 

When this project was imple-
mented, it had been 23 years since a 
large-scale beach nourishment project 
was undertaken to restore a recre-

ational beach along this section of the 
seawall. 

The majority of funding for this 
project was made available by the Tex-
as General Land Office (GLO) through 
their determination to re-allocate 
Hurricane Ike FEMA public assistance 
funding originally intended for subdi-
visions on Galveston’s west end. This 
reallocation became necessary after 
a 2010 Texas Supreme Court opinion 
changed the boundary between public 
and private property. Prior to that, 
private property (in Title) extended to 
the mean high tide line; however, the 
general public owned a “greater” right 
of access to the beach area from the 
line of vegetation to the water. 

With this new opinion, the court 
said the public’s right of use began 

at the line of mean high tide extend-
ing seaward to the water, and the area 
above mean high tide to the line of 
vegetation was truly private prop-
erty. So, with the Texas Constitution 
prohibiting the expenditure of public 
funds for private benefit, any project 
on Galveston’s west end became unfea-
sible. Based on the geographic area of 
the disaster declaration for Hurricane 
Ike, the GLO had the authority to real-
locate that funding anywhere along the 
367-mile Texas coast. 

There was significant interest 
statewide regarding where this block of 
funding would ultimately land. Fol-
lowing a lengthy review process, it was 
determined the “highest and best” use 
of the funding would be to apply it to-

Galveston  
restoration  
a project full of firsts
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About the project
•	 Sponsors: Park Board of Trustees of 

the City of Galveston; City of Galveston 
Industrial Development Corps.; Texas 
General Land Office (GLO); Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA)

•	 Designers/engineers: Dan Heilman, 
Project Manager, HDR Engineering Inc., 
Corpus Christi; Kevin Frenzel, GLO 
Project Manager, Texas GLO; Joelyn 
Barclay, Administration/Construction 
Contract Manager, Texas GLO

•	 Construction Contractor: Weeks 
Marine Inc., Brett Dupuis, Project 
Manager

•	 Location: 12th Street to 61st Street 
fronting the Galveston seawall

•	 Project length: Approximately 3.69 
miles (19,487 LF)

•	 Cubic yardage: >1.0M yds3; 51.31 yds3 
LF; $16.74 per yd3

•	 Notice to Proceed: Issued by the 
Texas GLO Oct. 10, 2016

•	 Pipeline arrives: Dec. 16, 2016
•	 Dredging begins: Jan. 16, 2017
•	 Dredging completed: March 26, 2017

ward a project fronting the Galveston 
seawall — clearly a recognized public 
beach area. Once the GLO finalized 
their decision, the planning and coor-
dination process began in earnest.

An interesting fact of the project 
was that when the Notice-To-Proceed 
(NTP) was issued by the GLO on Oct. 
10, 2016, the dredge was in dry-dock 
undergoing a series of repairs. The 
dredge did not arrive on scene until 
Jan. 12, 2017, with dredge pumping 
beginning on Jan. 16.  

The GLO coordinated with the 
Galveston Park Board and the City of 
Galveston to implement the project, 
with the Park Board  taking the lead 
to obtain the necessary permitting ap-
provals. Public solicitation was com-
pleted and the project was awarded to 
Weeks Marine Inc., with a Notice to 
Proceed issued on Oct. 10, 2016. The 
beach placement activities began on 
Jan. 16, 2017, and were concluded on 

Galveston———————————————
 Continued from page 9

Top: Project aerial with nourishment area and identified borrow areas (graphic courtesy 
of HDR Engineering Inc.). Above left: 51st Street rock groin, typical depiction of the 15 
groins crossed. Above right: Aerial view of early work progress near 19th Street.

March 26, 2017 — well ahead of the 
May 13 deadline. Following equilib-
rium of the placement material, the 
nourishment project is anticipated 
to realize an additional beach width 
increase minimum of approximately 
60 feet.

A significant milestone has 
been reached with this project: For 
the first time in Texas a single project 

is exceeding 1,000,000 yds3 of place-
ment volume. This is easily the single 
largest project implemented along the 
Texas coast. It is estimated this project 
will have an approximate 10-15-year 
project life. 

This material was obtained from 
the South Jetty borrow area follow-
ing an examination of existing cul-
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Galveston–————–
 Continued from page 10

 Continued on next page

tural resources and their buffer zones. 
The dredge discharged the sediment 
beginning in the 12th Street area and 
continuing to the west to 61st Street. 
Following discharge, the slurry would 
be contained and manipulated into 
a designed profile. As material was 
discharged, an area of the beach was 
fenced and maintained to prevent un-
authorized persons from entering the 
construction area. The Park Board pro-
vided staff at the construction site(s) to 
help answer public inquiries and assist 
with public safety activities.

The finished project resulted in a 
beach approximately 19,487 feet long 
fronting the Galveston seawall from 
12th to 61st Street that is approximate-
ly 400 feet wide, and following equili-
bration will add approximately 60 feet 
on average of additional beach to the 
existing pre-project beach width. This 
represents an increase of 26.84 acres of 
new beachfront recreational opportu-
nities, and additional storm protection 
for the seawall as well. 

Project benefits
Galveston Island is primarily a 

beach tourism driven economy, with 
approximately 7 million visitors a year 
to Galveston’s beaches. The major-
ity of Galveston’s beaches are eroding 
with rates approaching -5 to -10 feet 

Pre-construction images... Above: 
Facing west from approximately 21st 
Street; note tide lines at Murdochs and 
proximity of seawall. Right: Facing west 
from approximately 15th Street. Typical 
beachfront view of east seawall beach 
project area.

During construction... Above: Aerial view of project beyond the Pleasure Pier to 29th 
Street; note beach width at rock groin. Below: Facing west from 19th Street.
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per year. Fortunately, this project area 
has been stabilized by the USACE 
built groin field, that is helping to keep 
erosion rates almost stable at approxi-
mately -1 foot per year. However, given 
the long interval between restoration, 
(23 years) even relatively lower rates of 
erosion can have significant long term 
impacts. 

This project has provided (at a 
minimum) nearly 27 additional acres 
of coastal beach and dune habitat for 
native species, enhanced recreational 
opportunities for residents and visitors, 
and will help to grow the Galveston 
economy. Another less visible benefit 
is the confidence this project is foster-
ing in the Sand Management Plan. 
Utilizing the “Sand Plan” to formu-
late developing projects, successfully 
maintain existing projects and provide 
the necessary rationale for future grant 
applications is establishing a consistent 
approach to the management of the 
island’s coastal program. 

Previously, erosion on Galveston 
was viewed as unstoppable. But now 
there is a greater understanding of the 
ongoing coastal processes, and the ap-
proach to public policy decision mak-
ing has become more science based 
than “seat of the pants.” 

This project is nationally signifi-
cant because it was the very first beach 
project of any kind implemented on 
the Texas coast whose project volume 
exceeds 1,000,000 yds3. It is by far the 
largest project ever implemented in 
Texas and potentially twice that of the 
previous largest project pending the 
final surveys.

Project synergy
The current restoration of the 

historic seawall area beach is a contin-
uation of the momentum that was be-
gun with the Sand Management Plan. 
Local leaders committed to create a 
science based foundation upon which 
to build a growing coastal program 

in Galveston. Previous nourishment 
efforts were hap-hazard, with projects 
happening more by chance than by 
plan. Using the Sand Management 
Plan as a guide restoration projects 
are being successfully implemented 
including the restoration of the end of 
seawall/Dellanera Park area in 2014 
(despite the ongoing legal hurdles), 
the 2015 implementation of the Babe’s 

Post-construction... 
Above: Facing 
southeast toward fill 
segment #4 at 51st 
Street. Note lack of 
beach width to the 
left of the frame. Left: 
Facing southeast at 
Murdochs. Compare to 
pre-construction image 
on page 11.

The Great Lakes Shore and 
Beach Association (GLSBPA), a 
chapter of the American Shore 

and Beach Preservation Association 
(ASBPA), will be hosting its annual 
conference in Evanston on Wednesday, 
Nov. 14, at the Evanston Public Library 
in Evanston, IL. The GLSBPA annual 
conference will provide an opportunity 
for Great Lakes coastal stakeholders 
and managers to develop collaborative 
networks; promote best practices; and 
learn the latest science, engineering 
and policy related to our shorelines 

Beach project (the first-ever large 
scale hopper dredge BUDM project in 
Texas) creating ~15 city blocks of new 
beach, and this 2017 project to restore 
the historic seawall area beaches. Plus, 
Galveston has been short-listed to 
potentially receive future RESTORE 
funding for future cycles of BUDM 
projects fronting the seawall, and it 
started with a single Plan.  v

Great Lakes Chapter conference registration opens
and ecosystems. 

GLSBPA, in coordination with 
the American Shoreline and Beach 
Preservation Association (ASBPA) 
promotes science-based policies and 
practices for the preservation of coastal 
areas. Themes for this conference will 
include the following: Beach Restora-
tion and Preservation, Holistic Shore-
line Management, Shoreline Sediment 
Management, and Inter-agency and 
Policy Coordination. 

Conference registration is at 
www.glsbpa2018.eventbrite.com/.  v
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Path to the beach at Dare County, NC. Photo courtesy of Paul Knorr, BOEM.

BOEM seeks comments on draft offshore 
sand survey assessment for Atlantic, Gulf

The Bureau of Ocean Energy 
Management (BOEM) has 
published a draft Environmental 

Assessment (EA) to evaluate potential 
environmental impacts related to sand 
survey activities that may use geo-
physical and geological equipment to 
support identification, mapping, moni-
toring, and research of sand resources 
in the Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico 
(GOM) Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) 
regions. BOEM invites the public to 
comment on the draft EA by midnight 
on Sept. 10, 2018 (Eastern time).

The draft EA is available on the 
BOEM’s Marine Minerals webpage 
at https://www.boem.gov/Regional-
Projects/. 

Stakeholders should submit com-
ments via the following means:

 Electronically, to Deena Han-
son at: deena.hansen@boem.gov 

 In hard copy, deliver by hand 
or mail, in an envelope addressed to: 
Deena Hansen, Office of Environmen-
tal Programs, Bureau of Ocean Energy 
Management, 760 Paseo Camarillo, 
Suite 102, Camarillo, CA 93010.  v

Check our website for all the latest information about the National 
Coastal Conference this fall and make your travel plans before the 
hotel deadline on Sept. 29. Students, it’s not too late to submit a poster 

abstract — they will be accepted until Sept. 7. Click on the link from the con-
ference page to access the form to submit. 

For our members, a reminder that we now publish a digital edition of 
our journal, Shore & Beach. See the publications page for the link and to read 
all the abstracts from our latest issue. 

Our chapters have been hard at work on their respective pages — check 
out all the latest from your closest chapter. The California, Central East Coast, 
Central Gulf Coast, Great Lakes, Hawai’i, and Northeast chapters each have 
their own pages hosted on our site. 

As always, the latest beach news and updates are linked from the home 
page and news archive. Follow us on Twitter and “like” us on Facebook to stay 
up to date. — Beth Sciaudone, Ph.D., ASBPA Webmaster  v

WWW.ASBPA.ORG

CONFERENCES
 Sept. 19-21: 2018 FSBPA 

Annual Conference, Hyatt Regency 
Clearwater Beach. Details at www.
fsbpa.com. 

 Oct. 4: ASCE COPRI Houston/
Texas Chapter Fall Conference, Grand 
Hall at Rice University Houston, Texas

 Oct. 30-Nov. 2: ASBPA’s 
National Coastal Conference, 
Galveston Island Convention Center, 
Galveston, Texas. 

 Nov. 9-11: Young Scientists 
and Coastal Engineers Conference of 
the Americas, Mérida, Yucatan, Mexi-
co. Details at: https://ycseca.wordpress.
com/conference/ 

 Nov. 14: Great Lakes Chapter 
Annual Conference, Evanston Public 
Library. Register at www.glsbpa2018.
eventbrite.com/.  

 Nov. 15-16: Atlantic Intra-
coastal Waterway Association Annual 
Meeting, Hyatt Place Historic District, 
Charleston, SC, Details at www.atlanti-
cintracoastal.org

 Feb. 6-8, 2019: National Con-
ference on Beach Preservation Tech-
nology, Hilton St. Augustine. Details at 
www.fsbpa.com/tech-conference.html

 March 12-14, 2019: ASBPA’s 
Coastal Summit. Details to follow at 
www.asbpa.org.

 Coastal Sediments 2019: May 
27-31, Tradewinds Island Resort, St. 
Pete Beach, FL. Abstracts deadline 
Sept. 12, registration opens Dec. 1. De-
tails and abstract submission at http://
coastalsediments.cas.usf.edu/.  v

Final call for photo 
contest entries... 
deadline to submit  
is Sept. 7. Details  
online at http://asbpa.
org/2018/04/23/asbpa-
announces-2018- 
photo-contest/


