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UPCOMING DEADLINES:
 July 17 — Best Restored Shoreline nominations due
 Aug. 7 — Professional award nominations due
 Aug. 28 — Early-bird registration deadline for the 2020 

National Coastal Conference
 Sept. 6 — Student award nominations due
 Sept. 6 — 2020 National Coastal Conference poster abstracts 

due
 Sept. 28 — Regular registration deadline for 2020 National 

Coastal Conference
 Oct. 23 — Photo contest submissions due

ASBPA is calling for nomina-
tions for its Best Restored 
Shores Award. This award 

aims to recognize projects that en-
hance the environment par-
ticularly on low-energy and 
moderate-energy shorelines. 
ASBPA will accept nomina-
tions for the 2020 awards 
through July 17. Nomina-
tions can include:

• Back bay projects
• Living shoreline projects (in-

Last call for Best Restored 
Shores, nominations due July 17

cluding large freshwater lakes)
• Beneficial use of dredge mate-

rial for environmental projects
• Seagrass, shellfish, reef, and 

other submerged habitat 
projects

• Wetlands, mangroves, 
and other intertidal habitat 
and shoreline enhancement, 
restoration, or creation

For more information, 
go to https://asbpa.org/about-us/
awards-program/.  v

COVID + conference = change in plans
By CESAR ESPINOSA, National 
Coastal Conference co-chair

I must admit, I was a bit disap-
pointed this 4th of July to know 
that all County of Los Angeles 

beaches were closed for the entire 
holiday weekend. At the same time, 
I was relieved to know that our local 
leaders took the wise step of prevent-
ing the continued rampant spread of 
COVID-19. 

Over the past few weeks, Los 

Angeles County has seen a stag-
gering increase in positive COVID 
cases. Many factors are to be blame, 
including some of the recent pro-
tests, the re-opening of restaurants 
and bars, and not to mention the 
stubborn folks who refuse to wear a 
mask in public spaces. 

Celebrating the 4th of July 
hunkered down in our homes did 
not feel like an Independence Day. 
On the contrary, it felt more like an 
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Conference...........................................................
 Continued from page 1 Note: The next issue of 

“Coastal Voice” will come out 
Sept. 1. 

Also, please inform your book-
keeping department that ASBPA has 
a new mailing address: 11940 Palba 
Way, #5102, Fort Myers, FL 33912-
9094. Thanks!

ESPINOSA

imprisonment with the COVID guard 
watching outside, waiting for anyone 
who dared escape the “stay at home” 
orders. 

I never imagined that COVID 
would be with us past the summer. 
Especially when the executive team 
for ASBPA approached the West Coast 
2020 conference co-chairs in early 
April announcing that the plans for 
the Long Beach conference had to be 
postponed until fall 2022, I was taken 
aback. After all the hard work we 

had all been doing 
during the initial 
planning phase, it 
was not good news. 
There was an awe-
some logo made, the 
conference partners 
were beginning to 
be set, and track 
topics were being 
discussed and devel-
oped. 

It all came to a stop. Instead, 
we were offered the opportunity to 
co-chair a virtual conference. I was a 
bit hesitant to accept because in early 
April, the naive in me was still hop-
ing that this pandemic would not 
last longer than two months — and I 
could not conceive a three-day na-
tional conference being held virtually. 
Maybe I was already fed up with the 
three weeks of daily virtual meetings 
I already had, and thinking about a 
three-day virtual conference was not 
sinking in. 

Little did I know that virtual con-
ferencing would become the new nor-
mal. Nonetheless, it took me a couple 
of days to come to terms with the idea 
of a virtual conference. I accepted the 
offer to co-chair knowing that there 
was a great team of dedicated profes-
sionals guiding, supporting, and push-
ing the innovative boundaries. 

Within in a few days, Lee Weis-
har’s vision (napkin drawing) for 

a conference logo became a reality 
thanks to the great work of Jeanah 
Bauer at Moffat and Nichol (Long 
Beach office). Jeanah’s superb graphic 
art work, and Lee’s vision of ASBPA’s 
“Navigating Stormy Times” logo pro-
vides an eerie and real feel for what we 
have all been through these past four 
months and what is ahead of us as we 
navigate the COVID storm. 

This storm has done nothing to 
stop the visionaries behind the plan-
ning and organization of ASBPA’s 
Virtual Technical Conference. We have 
all heard the proverb “it takes a village 
to raise a child,” right? That is the same 
with putting together a conference. 
There is a great team of professionals 
taking care of every detail. The ex-
ecutive director, managing directors, 
webmaster, and the co-chairs meet 
(virtually) regularly to discuss every 
aspect of the conference. I continue to 
be amazed on how quickly and smooth 
everything has been coming together. 

This October, we are all in for a 
virtual conference that will have a bit 

of everything for everyone, including 
presentations on COVID response, 
community engagement, coastal infra-
structure, regional sediment manage-
ment, and coastal policy to name a 
few. So, go ahead and register by Aug. 
28 to get the best financial deal. If you 
are submitting a poster, you have until 
Aug. 21 to do so. 

While we will be able to enjoy 
this year’s national virtual conference 
from the comfort of our homes, I hope 
that by this time next year we will be 
talking about our New Orleans confer-
ence — but most important we will 
be back at our beaches to celebrate 
our nation’s independence without 
restrictions and masks, and declare our 
independence from COVID-19.  v

By TIFFANY ROBERTS BRIGGS, 
ASBPA National Coastal  
Conference poster chair

ASBPA continues to accept 
abstract submissions for 
poster presentation at the 2020 

National Coastal Conference through 
Aug. 21. This conference will be held 
at a unique venue of your choice! Well, 
that is, the conference will be held 
virtually so you can attend and present 
from the comfort of your home, office, 
or perhaps your favorite beach.

As we continue “navigating 
through stormy times,” consider sub-
mitting an abstract for poster presenta-
tion to share your research, projects, 
and/or lessons learned. Poster presen-
tations are invited for a range of topics 
relating to coastal science, engineering, 

economics, man-
agement, hazards, 
policy, and more. 
Also unique this 
year are possible 
presentations ad-
dressing COVID-19 
related response 
and recovery of 
coastal communi-
ties.

Submit ab-
stracts (up to 500 

words) via the online form found at 
http://asbpa.org/conferences/. Present-
ers are responsible for registration fees 
(but will save on travel and lodging 
this year). Notification of your pre-
sentation status will occur before the 
early-bird registration deadline of Aug. 
28. v

Conference poster abstracts due Aug. 21
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Sponsorship 
opportunities for 
ASBPA’s National 
Coastal Conference!

Online sponsorships are a whole 
new world. While online spon-
sorships lack the in-person 

networking of a live conference, you 
can reach far more people and get a 
consistent message to everyone who 
sees your brand.

You will need to think about 
sponsorship branding and ads more 
like TV or internet ads, than signs at a 
conference.

Our options this year are simple: 
Platinum ($6,500 has been sold., Gold 
($2,300), Silver ($1,800), and Bronze 
($925), and a few items to be included 
in a “Goodie” bag to mailed to first 250 
registered attendees. In the few weeks 
sponsorships have been open, there 
has been a tremendous response.

Each sponsorship includes online 
ads at conference sessions, shout-
outs at the conference, thanks in our 
newsletter and all except bronze in-
clude space in our virtual exhibit hall. 
Higher level sponsors receive addi-
tional advertisement options and extra 
registrations. Go to https://asbpa.org/
conferences/ for more details.

Register for a sponsorship 
through the Conference registration, 
and choose “ASBPA Sponsor” for regis-
tration type. Register here: http://www.
cvent.com/events/2020-asbpa-nation-
al-coastal-conference/event-summary-
52d3d9b1e9eb425c96eab9e5264f2c88.
aspx 

If you have questions about 
sponsoring the 2020 National Coastal 
Conference, please email managing@
asbpa.org. or call (239) 489-2616. v

t Platinum sponsor

t Item sponsors

t Gold sponsors

t Silver sponsors
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Registration open, 
and conference 
program is online! 

Registration and sponsorship 
opportunities are open for the 
2020 ASBPA National Coastal 

Conference in online Oct. 13-16. The 
program will be online beginning July 
17. For more information, go to http://
asbpa.org/conferences/. To register, go 
to http://www.cvent.com/d/l7qnff

Professional awards due Aug. 7
ASBPA is accepting nominations 

for the 2020 National Coastal Confer-
ence Awards, including the Morrough 
P. O’Brien Award, the Robert L. Wiegel 
Coastal Project Award, the Bob Dean 
Coastal Academic Award and the 
ASBPA Member of the Year Award. 

To submit your nomination, 
go to https://asbpa.org/2019/04/13/
conference-award-form/ for online 
nomination.

Student awards due Sept. 6
The American Shore & Beach 

Preservation Association (ASBPA) is 
accepting nominations for the 2020 
National Coastal Conference Student 
Awards including the ASBPA Student 
Educational Award, the James Houston 
Coastal Economics Scholar Award, the 
Nicholas Kraus Coastal Scholar Award 
and the Student Coastal Advocate 
Award. 

To submit your nomination, go 
to https://asbpa.org/2019/04/13/
conference-award-form/ for online 
nomination. v

The Annual Members meet-
ing will be held on Zoom on 
Wednesday, Oct. 7, beginning at 

4 p.m. ET. Members need not be regis-
tered for the National Coastal Confer-
ence to participate.

ASBPA President Tony Pratt 
appointed Gary Jones as chair of the 
Nominating Committee, with board 
members Reuben Trevino, Tiffany 
Roberts Briggs, Brian Caufield and Lee 
Weishar as members. They will prepare 
a slate of directors to be voted on at the 
annual meeting on Annual Members’ 
Zoom meeting. If you are interested 
in being considered by the Nominat-
ing Committee, you should (right 

Annual meeting set, board nominations open
now!) contact Gary Jones at gjones@
bh.lacounty.gov.

The committee will prepare a 
Nominating Committee Report, which 
will be emailed to active ASBPA mem-
bers at least 30 days before the elec-
tion. They also will email a proxy to 
active members at least 30 days before 
the election. 

Nominations from outside the 
Nominating Committee shall be valid 
provided they are submitted to the 
committee no less than 60 days in 
advance of the board meeting with rec-
ommended signatures of no less than 
ten (10) active members and the prior 
consent of the person nominated.  v
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Two short courses are part of the 
ASBPA Virtual National Coastal 
Conference

The short courses, which are of-
fered by the Coastal Zone Foundation 
as part of the National Coastal Confer-
ence, will be held virtually via Zoom a 
week after the conference. Erin Hague 
will lead “Water Quality,” on Tues-
day, Oct. 20, from noon until 4 p.m. 
EDT. Tiffany Roberts Briggs will lead 
“Coastal Geology” on Wednesday, Oct. 
21, from noon until 4 p.m. You can 
sign up for them as part of your con-
ference registration or, if you want to 
attend only the short courses, contact 
the Coastal Zone Foundation directly 
at coastalzonefoundation@gmail.com 
to arrange your registration.

Hill earns Certified Coastal 
Practitioner™ certification

The Coastal Zone Foundation 
(CZF) is pleased to announce that 
Brandon Hill has earned the designa-
tion of Certified Coastal Practitioner™ 
(CCP) professional credential. 

Earning the CCP designation 
distinguishes Hill as having a broad 
knowledge base and understanding of 
the interrelationships that exist among 
different coastal professions. 

Hill is a Coastal and Environ-
mental Planner with AECOM; his 
previous positions include the Direc-
tor of the City of South Padre Island’s 
Shoreline Department and Director of 
the Sargassum Early Advisory System 
at Texas A&M University. His master’s 
in marine resource management influ-
ences his holistic understanding and 

approach to natural systems, which 
he brings to the planning and imple-
mentation of large-scale dredging, 
beneficial reuse of dredged material, 
and regional sediment management 
projects.

Hill began his pursuit of the CCP 
credential as an undergraduate student 
at Texas A&M University at Galves-
ton under the recommendation and 
support of his research advisor and 
mentor, the late Captain Robert Web-
ster. As Hill has moved through his 
professional career, he remained active 
in ASBPA and the CCP program. “The 
short courses offered through the pro-
gram have been consistently beneficial 
in furthering skills applicable to my 

focus and throughout 
my career,” Hill said. 

To earn the 
CCP credential, can-
didates must com-
plete a series of ten 
short courses offered 
by the Coastal Zone 
Foundation in coop-
eration with ASBPA. 
The CCP program 

provides participants with multidisci-
plinary instruction on comprehensive 
coastal management and defines the 
body of knowledge, which reflects best 
practices for coastal practitioners. 

The Coastal Zone Foundation 
was formed in 1984 with the purpose 
of advancing scientific and related 
engineering and planning knowledge. 
Please visit coastalzonefoundation.org 
to learn more about the group and the 
CCP certification.  v

Coastal Zone Foundation sets two short 
courses for National Coastal Conference

HILL

Coronavirus response:

What has 
Congress done?
By DEREK BROCKBANK, CCP, 
ASBPA Executive Director

As Congress grapples with how 
to respond to the Coronavirus 
pandemic and the economic 

challenges it has created, they have 
largely ignored the unique difficulties 
facing coastal communities who rely 
on beach- and coastal-based tourism.

Congress has passed a few pieces 
of legislation, and introduced a num-
ber of others, that provide some ben-
efit to local jurisdiction and/or coastal 
communities specifically:

Passed by Congress  
and signed into law:

The CARES Act — The widely 
known, $2 trillion Covid-response bill 
provided $150 billion to state govern-
ments for new programs in response 
to Covid; it offered additional funding 
through FEMA which governments 
could use for new funding requirement 
to respond to Covid; and some ad-
ditional funding for cities with popu-
lations over 500,000. It provided no 
money for state or local governments 
to offset lost revenue due to shutdowns 
and decreased expenditures. In other 
words, beach communities can tap 
some of this money to pay for things 
like new sanitizing requirements for 
opening beaches, but cannot pay for 
lifeguards or beach patrol rely that 
normally rely on local tax revenue 
from hotel occupancy taxes.

Passed by the House:
The Heroes Act — A nearly $3 

trillion coronavirus response bill, it 
includes $500 billion to states and $375 
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billion to local governments to “replace 
foregone revenues not projected on 
Jan. 31, 2020, or to respond to negative 
economic impacts of COVID.” Mean-
ing, states and local governments could 
use the money to pay staff — such as 
beach operations officials — who may 
otherwise have to be let go.

The Moving Forward Act (aka 
The INVEST Act) — This $1.5 trillion 
infrastructure bill includes a $3 billion 
coastal grant program, and the $50 
million living shorelines grant pro-
gram. The coastal grant program fund 
projects that “restore a marine, estua-
rine, coastal, or Great Lake habitat..., 
provides adaptation to climate change.” 
These projects can be federally autho-
rized (in which case the grant offsets 
the local cost share) or proposed by 
the state. This could be a tremendous 

new source of funding for beach and 
coastal restoration. The living shore-
lines grant program authorizes NOAA 
to provide grants for living shorelines.

Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell dismissed the Heroes Act, 
and called the Moving Forward Act 
“nonsense, [a] list of absurd House pro-
posals,” so they seem unlikely to move 
in anything near their current form. 
However, the Senate has not consid-
ered any legislation that addresses local 
government needs, much less the specific 
needs of coastal communities.

Introduced, but not passed:
The SMART Act — This biparti-

san Senate bill just focuses on funding 
to state, county and municipal govern-
ment, providing $333 billion to states 
and $166 billion to local governments 
“to address the economic effects of the 

COVID-19.” Meaning this bill does 
mostly what the state and local fund-
ing section of the Heroes Act does, but 
with a lesser amount.

What ASBPA is asking for:
ASBPA is asking Congress to help 

coastal communities with:
• Stimulus funding to state, coun-

ty, and municipal budgets to offset lost 
revenue;

• Increased federal funding for 
programs specific to coastal communi-
ties:

• Coastal (Zone) Management 
Grants ( CZM Grants);

• BEACH Act Grants;
• National Coastal Resilience 

Grants;
• Reducing or eliminating local 

cost-shares for federal projects on the 
coast.  v

By DEREK BROCKBANK, CCP, 
ASBPA Executive Director

As Congress debates how to help 
state, county and local govern-
ments whose budgets have 

been devastated by coronavirus, we in 
the coastal and beach community need 
to speak up!

With many beach towns and de-
partments funded through some type 
of tourism generated revenue — hotel 
and occupancy taxes, local sales taxes, 
beach badges, parking fees, etc. — our 
economic hit has been as hard as any 
communities’ in the country. And now, 
with most beaches re-opened, we are 
facing three concurrent challenges:

• Massive budget shortfalls and 
staffing cuts,

• Increased costs for antivirus 
cleaning and security for social dis-
tancing, and

• Huge crowds of people eager 
to get outdoors and recreate.

We need to speak up and make 
sure Congress provides the neces-
sary support to make sure beaches are 

healthy and safe in 
2020 and beyond. 
YOU can be an ef-
fective advocate:

• Set up 
a phone call or 
Zoom meeting 
with a decision-
maker.

• Draft a 
letter to your 
Members of Con-
gress, or ask your 

Governor to demand support.
• Get a local or county resolution 

asking for federal support.
• Draft an OpEd or Letter to your 

local paper asking for support for your 
coastal community.

What are you asking for?
Key to any good advocacy meet-

ing is being specific in your request. 
Here is what ASBPA is asking for to 
help coastal communities:

• Stimulus funding to state, 
county, and municipal budgets to 
offset lost revenue;

• Increased federal funding for 
programs specific to coastal commu-
nities:

 Coastal (Zone) Management 
Grants ( CZM Grants);

 BEACH Act Grants;
 National Coastal Resilience 

Grants;
• Reducing or eliminating local 

cost-shares for federal projects on the 
coast.

We have put together a list of 
resources and tools to help you speak 
up, as well as who to talk to and how 
to advocate, which is available on our 
website: https://asbpa.org/2020/06/30/
coronavirus-advocacy-toolkit/.  v

Budget blues mean coastal communities need to speak up on needs

BROCKBANK
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2020 ASBPA Best Restored Beaches:

Beach project brings back the Bayshore
By ED STRIEDL, CFM,  
Borough of Keansburg, NJ

The Borough of Keansburg is 
located along the Raritan Bay in 
the Bayshore region of Mon-

mouth County, New Jersey. Steam-
boat service, railroad access, and its 
proximity to New York City made the 
Borough a popular resort destination 
in the 19th and early 20th century. 
However as the Atlantic coast became 
more accessible with the construction 
of the Garden State Parkway, Keans-
burg’s popularity as a summer resort 
waned and poverty rates rose. 

Today, Keansburg is predomi-
nantly a tight-knit year-round residen-
tial community consisting of mostly 
single-family homes. Commercial 
activity in Keansburg Borough is cen-
tered around the downtown area along 
Main and Church Streets and the 
waterfront amusement and restaurant 
district at the end of Carr Avenue and 
along Beachway Avenue. 

With over two miles of beach-
front, Keansburg contains the longest 
stretch of publicly accessible water-
front of the Bayshore municipalities 

providing recreational opportunities to 
fishermen and beachgoers. With New 
Jersey’s multi-billion-dollar tourism 
industry, much of which consists of 
coastal tourism, the Borough ac-
knowledged the need to revitalize the 
waterfront as early as 1980. In 2005, 
the entire Borough was designated as 
an area in need of rehabilitation. 

In 2012, the Borough was devas-
tated by storm surge and wind damage 
from Superstorm Sandy. It was one 
of the hardest hit communities in the 
state.

Following Superstorm Sandy, 

many coastal towns in New York and 
New Jersey received state and federal 
funding for recovery and resiliency 
projects including beach restoration. 
While beach restorations were neces-
sary for many towns as not only a 
protective measure, but to continue to 
attract tourists, many towns accepted 
state and federal money for these proj-
ects and continued on with the status 
quo. But this was not the case in the 
Borough of Keansburg. 

The Borough has been a model 
in Monmouth County for continued 

Keansburg Beach Gratitude 
Festival on restored Keansburg 
Beach. Photograph used with 
permission from T&M Associates.
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dedication to flood resilience and 
responsible redevelopment. Thanks 
to the dedication and perseverance of 
Borough staff and residents, Keans-
burg took this as an opportunity to not 
only recover, but to reclaim its place as 
a Jersey shore attraction. The restored 
Keansburg beach has returned to its 
status as a major asset in the com-
munity as the Borough continues to 
commission research, make improve-
ments, and promote the long-forgotten 
beauty of the Bayshore. With a beach 
and dune system to be proud of, the 
town now hosts several annual festivals 
and events on the beach, once again 
attracting the tourists once lost to the 
Atlantic coast beaches.

This was not one single project, 
but a series of projects to recover from 
the losses sustained during Superstorm 
Sandy as well the decades of decline 
There have been numerous studies, 
reports, and plans that have set the 
framework for the ongoing improve-
ments to the beachfront area. Com-
mon goals and strategies identified for 
the beachfront area can be grouped 
into four main topics: 

• Economic development and 
redevelopment opportunities, 

• Preservation of natural re-
sources, 

• Resilience and hazard mitiga-
tion, and 

• Public access and recreational 
opportunities. 

The following will discuss some 
of the objectives related to beach nour-
ishment and enhancement and the 
projects through which the Borough 
has furthered these objectives.

• Objective: Flooding and ero-
sion resilience and mitigation

Keansburg Beach Hurricane 
and Storm Damage Risk Reduction 
Project: Flooding and storm surge 
from Superstorm Sandy substantially 
damaged 2.6 miles of dunes in Ke-
ansburg. High winds coupled with 

unprecedented storm surge caused 
the already diminished dune system 
to breach in four locations. The beach 
also suffered significant erosion. In 
order to repair, reinforce, and increase 
the height and width of the dunes, 
Keansburg requested Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency (FEMA) 
funding. 

However, after further collabora-
tion with state and federal agencies, 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE) and New Jersey Department 
of Environmental Protection (NJDEP), 
it was determined that these improve-
ments would be included as part of its 
federally funded beach fill and dune 
restoration project. In a partnership 
with the NJDEP and USACE the Ke-
ansburg Beach Hurricane and Storm 
Damage Risk Reduction Project was 
completed through two contracts: one 
for beach, berm, and dune restoration 
and one for levee, outfall, and wing 

wall repairs. The beach, berm, and 
dune portion of the project was com-
pleted in 2014.

Waackaack Creek: As part of its 
efforts to restore the natural functions 
of the Waackaack Creek, the Borough 
dredged the creek and suitable dredged 
materials were deposited within the 
dune system and used to further fortify 
the dune’s core. This project was com-
pleted in 2014 and again in 2018 to 
clear the channel for boaters to safely 
access Raritan Bay.

• Objective: Preservation of 
natural resources

Conservation Overlay Zone 
District: Most of the beachfront is part 
of the Borough’s Conservation Overlay 
Zone District, which restricts activities 
and permitted uses in order to prevent 
the destruction of beaches, dunes, and 
tidal wetlands. Ongoing protection 
of these resources will prolong their 
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effectiveness for flooding and erosion 
control as well as maintain their value 
as a recreational asset.

• Objective: Maintaining views 
of the coastline and enhancing pub-
lic access for recreation

Baywalk East and Baywalk West 
– The Hurricane and Storm Reduc-
tion Project provided the Borough 
with necessary hazard mitigation and 
protection from coastal processes, but 
it also provided the Borough with an 
enhanced ecological and recreational 
asset that has become an attraction for 
locals and tourists alike. The Borough 
provides over 40 public access points 
to the beach. The most popular access 
points for the replenished beach and 
dunes are the East and West Baywalks, 
located along Beachway Avenue. 

While the Keansburg Amuse-
ment Park offers bright lights, rides 
and games, the beach and Baywalks 
offer a natural, tranquil, and unex-
pected contrast to its amusement park 
neighbor. Baywalk West is a wooded 
boardwalk that is located along the 
municipally owned and maintained 
public parking lot on the northern side 
of Beachway Avenue, adjacent to the 
Keansburg Amusement Park. There is 
a parking lot with direct access to the 
beach via the dunes as well as ADA-
accessible ramps and stairs to the Bay-
walk. As part of Keansburg’s ongoing 
efforts to improve the beachfront area, 
Baywalk West will be replaced in 2020. 

Baywalk East is Keansburg’s 
second wooded boardwalk and is 
located along the municipally owned 
and maintained public parking lot on 
the northern side of Beachway Avenue. 
There is direct access to the beach from 
the parking lot via the dunes immedi-
ately to the west of the Baywalk East or 
via the Baywalk itself. Both the west-
ern and eastern points of the Baywalk 
East have ADA-accessible ramps and 
beach mats allowing accessibility onto 
the beach. The boards throughout 

the entirety of the Baywalk East were 
replaced in 2017. Baywalk East also 
features a picnic area and benches. 

Both Baywalks provide visual 
access to the Raritan Bay and the New 
York City skyline and physical access 
to the beach. Keansburg is one of the 
only free beaches remaining in the 
state, making it not only physically 
accessible but economically accessible 
as well. 

Design constraints/challenges
Keansburg’s widened beach and 

dunes were originally constructed by 
the USACE in 1973 to provide storm 
damage risk reduction to the Borough. 
The 2014 Hurricane and Storm Dam-
age Risk Reduction Project restored 
the previously constructed beach and 
dunes and is now designed to with-
stand a 200-year storm. 

The Flood Control and Coastal 
Emergencies Act (PL 84-99), autho-
rizes USACE to repair previously 
constructed projects after a large event 
like Superstorm Sandy to pre-storm 
conditions, and the Disaster Relief 
Appropriations Act of 2013 (PL 113-2), 
authorized USACE to restore previ-
ously constructed projects severely 
impacted by Superstorm Sandy to their 
original design. This allowed USACE 
to place more sand than was lost from 
Superstorm Sandy, resulting in a much 
wider beach and higher level of coastal 
storm risk reduction than existed prior 
to Sandy. The 2014 project placed 
roughly 1.1 million cubic yards of sand 
along approximately 2.5 miles of the 
Keansburg shoreline. (Source: USACE)

Prior to Superstorm Sandy, 
the Borough, NJDEP, and USACE 
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acknowledged the need for replen-
ishment of Keansburg Beach. The 
narrowing shoreline resulting from 
erosion reduced the effectiveness of 
the beach and berms as a method of 
inland protection from coastal storms 
and flooding. The 2007 Draft Envi-
ronmental Assessment for the project 
prepared by USACE identified poten-
tial impacts to several threatened and 
endangered bird and plant species as 
well as benthic organisms and shellfish. 

USACE, with consultation from 
United States Fish & Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) determined that negative 
impacts would likely be temporary 
and that a widened beach, improved 
dunes, and improved intertidal condi-
tions may prove beneficial to these 
species providing additional nesting 
and spawning habitat. Environmental 
monitoring before, during, and after 
construction was implemented as a 
condition of the NJDEP permitting.

Negative impacts to residents 
and visitors such as construction 
noise and limited access to the beach 
were temporarily experienced during 
construction. Positive outcomes of the 
project design are increased protection 
of life and property. The berms, dunes, 
and widened beach reduce damage to 
residences, roads, and other structures 
or properties.

Due to their close proximity to 
the shoreline, the Baywalks are vulner-
able to damage as a result of hurricanes 
and storms. They are constructed 
over the dunes, which are designed to 
withstand a 200-year storm. Moisture-
resistant pressure-treated timber was 
used for construction and will prolong 
the life of the Baywalks.

A destination for all to enjoy
Keansburg Beach is the hid-

den gem of the Bayshore. After being 
destroyed by Superstorm Sandy we 

Project profile:
In partnership with the 

NJDEP, USACE completed the 
Keansburg Beach Hurricane and 
Storm Damage Risk Reduction 
Project through two contracts: 
$36.9 million for beach, berm 
and dune restoration and $3.4 
million for levee and wing wall 
repairs. The project placed 
roughly 1.1 million cubic yards 
of sand along approximately 2.5 
miles of shoreline. Construction 
was completed by Great Lakes 
Dock and Dredge Co. of Oak 
Brook, IL.

The reconstruction of Bay-
walk East consisted of an in-kind 
replacement of the existing Bay-
walk over the dunes. The new 
Baywalk East was constructed 
using 10,000 square feet of 
pressure treated timber for the 
deck and stairs. Other improve-
ments included installing railings 
and benches, and updating all 
handrails, benches, and ramps 
to be compliant with current ADA 
standards. A similar replacement 
is scheduled for Baywalk West.

have come back tenfold. We have had 
a multi-million-dollar beach replen-
ishment as well as reconstructed our 
Baywalk East walkway. At our Baywalk 
location we have added a playground 
and bike rack. We host a series of 
recurring and unique events through-
out the spring and summer that have 
helped us draw great crowds back to 
our tiny town. With the replenishment 
of the beach, the rebuilding of the 
Baywalk, music, movies, and festivals, 
we are slowly changing the image and 
reputation of our great town. We as 
a community couldn’t be happier to 
make Keansburg Beach a destination 
for all to enjoy!

Though no doubt these projects 
contribute significantly to flooding 
mitigation efforts in Keansburg, it 
is difficult to quantify resiliency and 
flood damage prevention outcomes 
that have resulted from the beach and 
dune restoration alone, as this restora-
tion has been coupled with a variety 
of other resiliency measures such as 
higher construction standards in flood 
hazard areas. 

Success can however be easily 
measured in the increasing amount 
of residents and visitors utilizing the 
beach and Baywalks and the ever-
increasing attendance at annual events 
held on the beach.  v

Keansburg homes destroyed by Superstorm Sandy. Photograph used with 
permission from T&M Associates.



Coastal Voice            1 1

 Continued on next page

ASBPA 2020 Best Restored Beaches:

A win for recreation  
and stabilization

By MATTHEW TRAMMELL, P.E., 
Taylor Engineering

The Norriego Point Stabilization 
and Restoration Project’s pri-
mary objective was to provide 

Destin residents and tourists with 
increased, diverse recreational oppor-
tunities such as protected swimming 
areas and extensive shoreline for boat 
access/landing. Additionally, given 
the limited public beaches and beach 
access in the local area, the Norriego 
Point restoration project also provided 
the opportunity for local and state 
governments to create a desperately 
needed, large-scale safe public recre-
ation area. 

Secondary objectives included, 
but were not limited to, increased 
ADA accessibility to the beach areas, 
increased storm protection to Destin 
Harbor, reduced maintenance dredg-
ing frequency of the Destin Harbor 
and adjacent Federal Navigation Chan-
nels and providing increased habitat 
for endangered shorebirds.

Prior to the project, Norriego 
Point had historically suffered both 
long-term chronic erosion (due to 
seasonal storms and boat wakes), as 
well as extensive storm-induced ero-
sion from large-scale storm events. 
The erosion was partially mitigated 
by the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers (USACE) 
who routinely placed 
small amounts of dredge 
spoil on the peninsula 
from adjacent naviga-
tion channels; however, 
due to the lack of federal 
funding for this dredg-
ing, the erosion was 
exacerbated. 

The erosion caused excessive 
scour at the two existing T-groin 
structure foundations, ultimately un-
dermining the structure foundations, 
causing major structural damage, and 
flanking the northernmost structure 
allowing water to flow freely around 
the structure. This critical erosion 
resulted in the loss of much of the 

recreational beach and protective dune 
system and caused excessive shoal-
ing within the adjacent navigation 
channels, almost completely blocking 
navigational access to Destin Harbor. 
In fact, the erosion required the city to 
perform emergency dredging opera-

tions nearly every year 
to keep the navigation 
channel open to sup-
port the vital charter 
and recreational boating 
industries of Destin.

Prior to the proj-
ect, recreational access 
was also severely lim-
ited due to the limited 
sandy beach areas, deep 

water and swift currents immediately 
offshore, and hazardous structures. 
In addition, the adjacent navigation 
channel did not provide safe naviga-
tional access to Destin Harbor and 
the severely eroded beach and dunes 
provided minimal storm protection to 
the Harbor.
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To meet the objective of restoring 
and creating a vital, public recreation 
area, the project focused on expand-
ing Norriego Point to its historical 
footprint using sand fill dredged from 
adjacent navigation channels, and 
stabilizing the shoreline with robust 
erosion control structures (compos-
ite sheet-pile and rock T-groins and 
terminal structure). The project would 
also provide increased navigational ac-
cess and substantial storm protection 
to Destin Harbor, and the shoreline 
stabilization structures would vastly 
limit sand transport into the naviga-
tion channel, significantly reducing the 
maintenance dredging frequency. 

Since the successful completion 
in June 2018, site visits and aerial pho-
tographs of the project area have dem-
onstrated that the project effectively 
met these objectives. In addition, the 
project experienced complete overtop-
ping during Hurricane Michael, how-
ever, minimal damage was observed.

The project has been deemed 
a huge success by the state and local 
governments, project stakeholders and 
residents, and serves as a showcase 
amenity to the City providing signifi-
cant restoration and recreational re-
sources. The sand placed to restore the 
beach and dune continues to remain 
stable, the embayments between the 
T-groins provide protected swimming 
areas, and the critical erosion is no lon-
ger evident. Moreover, Norriego Point 
has become one of the most popular 
recreation areas in Destin — enjoyed 
by beachgoers, boaters, fishermen and 
wildlife observers.

As previously mentioned, the 
secondary goals included, but were not 
limited to, increased ADA accessibil-
ity to the beach areas, increased storm 
protection to Destin Harbor, reduced 
maintenance dredging frequency 
of the Destin Harbor and adjacent 
Federal Navigation Channels and 
providing increased habitat for threat-

ened and endangered shorebirds. The 
project has successfully met these goals 
as the project provides a large-scale 
dune system providing substantial 
storm protection to Destin Harbor (in 
addition to the shoreline stabilization 
structures). In addition, the restored 
dune (planted with native plant species 
and protected with sand fencing, post/
rope, and educational signage), has be-
come a popular shorebird nesting area.

Following the navigation chan-
nel dredging and sand placement, 
the channel continues to provide safe 
navigation access and shoaling within 
the channel has been reduced dramati-
cally. Finally, the increased ADA access 
enhancements will be provided in the 

final phase of the project (currently 
scheduled for fall 2020) and include 
public restrooms and showers, shade 
pavilion, boardwalk and dune walk-
overs, observation areas, paved park-
ing, and environmental educational 
signage.

Design features
Norriego Point is located at the 

northern tip of the peninsula separat-
ing East Pass from Destin Harbor. The 
project area is exposed to very strong 
tidal currents, storm surge, waves pen-
etrating East Pass jetties and large boat 
wakes. These harsh coastal conditions, 
affecting both the structure design 
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and project construction were a major 
project challenge. In addition to these 
constraints, the project also required 
extensive value-engineering design to 
keep the project within the available 
grant funding, while also maintaining 
the limited schedule, and meeting all 
state and federal permitting require-
ments.

The design intent was to restore 
Norriego Point to its historic (1997-
1999) condition, while providing natu-
ral beach areas for public recreation. 
The recreation areas generally include 
wide beaches, safe/protected swim-
ming areas on the East Pass shoreline 
(protected from waves and strong tidal 
currents) and open shorelines along 
Destin Harbor to allow boat access/
landing. As one of the most recogniz-
able features in Destin, another major 
challenge was ensuring the project was 
resilient within the harsh coastal envi-
ronment while also remaining “natu-
ral” and aesthetically pleasing.

Given the harsh coastal condi-
tions, coastal structures were required 
to stabilize the shoreline and meet the 
design criteria. These included major 
reconstruction of the two dilapidated 
rock structures, installation of two 
additional, large-scale rock T-groins, 
and a terminal sheet pile wall and 
rock revetment along the northern 
tip. The project created approximately 
1,200 linear feet of shoreline for public 
recreation and over five acres of beach 
and dune area, and restored over seven 
acres of existing beach and dune areas.

Construction methods
The project had a limited con-

struction schedule to avoid impacts to 
the local tourism and fishing economy. 
Construction challenges included 
water-based construction within the 
hazardous conditions of East Pass. 
Construction began in late October 
2017 with in-water installation of 
the sheet pile walls at the northern 

terminal end of Norriego Point. The 
contractor developed a very innovative 
process for driving the sheet pile walls 
that involved accurate placement of 
temporary steel pipe piles and welded 
cross beams to form a rigid wall tem-
plate in the hazardous conditions, and 
the installation was complete by mid-
December 2017. 

In January 2018, the contractor 
began excavation along the seaward 
toe of the rock structures using a 
barge-mounted excavator. Excavated 
material was placed behind the sheet 
pile walls or within the structure 
footprint to reduce the volume of rock 
required. Once the required excavation 
depths were obtained, a second barge 
fleet with a large crane would begin 
laying the marine mattress foundation 
followed by core stone. Once the con-
tractor completed the foundation and 
core stone up to a required elevation, 
large armor stones were placed along 
the northern structures and the exca-
vation/foundation operations shifted 
south to reconstruct the existing rock 
structures.

Nearing the completion of the 

northern structures, the dredge opera-
tions commenced late March 2018. 
Notably, the navigation channel at the 
entrance to Destin Harbor was nearly 
full of dry beach prior to dredging op-
erations causing substantial congestion 
and difficulty dredging this area. The 
dredge was able to clear the channel 
very quickly with minimal impact to 
the local boat traffic.

Additionally, while the large 
coastal structures were in place prior to 
dredging, the site was still open water 
with large gaps between the structures, 
requiring the contractor to closely 
monitor dredge/fill operations to avoid 
sand losses from the fill area or back 
into the channel. The dredging was 
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completed mid-April 2018. During 
the dredging operations the contractor 
was also able to complete the southern 
T-groin structures. Overall, approxi-
mately 143,000 cy of beach-compatible 
sand was placed within the project area

In late April 2018, the land-
ward sheet pile wall extensions were 
installed in the newly placed fill. By 
installing these structures post-fill (i.e., 
in the dry), the wall design was able to 
be reduced resulting in substantial cost 
savings. Once the upland walls were 
installed, concrete caps were formed 
and poured. The concrete operations 
were complete by mid-May 2018 and 
the project was deemed substantially 
complete with the only remaining 
item being placing a small quantity of 
rock seaward of the newly constructed 
concrete cap. The material was placed 
mid-June 2018 and the first phase of 
the project was deemed complete.

The second phase of the project, 
native dune vegetation installation, 
sand fencing and signage, was per-
formed the following month. 

The third phase, anticipated to be 
complete Summer 2021, will include 
extensive recreation components 
including ADA restrooms, pavilion, 
boardwalks, dune walkovers, and edu-
cational signage.

Project profile
The nominated restored 

beach project is located on Nor-
riego Point, the northwestern tip 
of Holiday Isle in Destin, Oka-
loosa County, FL. 

The nominated project was 
coordinated closely with USACE 
regulatory, operations and main-
tenance staff; however, it is not a 
federal project.

Project owners: Florida 
Department of Environmental 
Protection (FDEP) and City of 
Destin

Project manager: Pearce 
Barrett, P.E., FCCM

Design engineer/consult-
ing firm: Taylor Engineering, Inc. 
Project Manager: Matthew Tram-
mell, P.E.

Construction contractor: 
Luhr Bros, Inc. Project Manager: 
Matt Gardner

Dredging contractor: In-
land Dredging. Project Manager: 
Jeff Freeman

The Norriego Point project was 
funded through a partnership between 
the City of Destin and the FDEP, with 
the majority of FDEP funding pro-
vided through the Natural Resource 
Damage Assessment (NRDA) pro-
gram. This program was established to 
compensate for environmental injury/
damage caused by the 2010 Deepwater 
Horizon oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico.

Project benefits
The project has benefited stake-

holders, wildlife, and the environment 
in unique ways. The stakeholders, 
including residents and tourists of 
Destin, have a 13+-acre park avail-
able to them for diverse recreation, 
including protected swimming areas, 
walking, nature observation, fishing, 
and boat staging along the Harbor 
shoreline. The stabilized shoreline and 
park is no longer a dangerous hazard 
to visitors as it previously was due to 
the prolonged shoreline erosion.

The historic practice of dredging 
East Pass navigation channels and dis-
posing of the material along Norriego 
Point reduces the amount of sediment 
available for placement on adjacent 
eroding Gulf beaches. The stabilization 
of the peninsula helps reduce shoreline 
erosion and the maintenance dredging 
requirements of the adjacent channels. 

The project also helps dissipate wave 
energy in Destin Harbor, and thus 
increases boater safety. In the event 
of a storm, the constructed dune and 
structures provide substantial storm 
protection to Destin Harbor.   v

By DEREK BROCKBANK, CCP, 
ASBPA Executive Director

On a new joint episode of “The 
Capitol Beach” and “Sea 
Change” podcasts, Derek 

Brockbank & Jenna Valente interview 
two congressional staffers to discuss 
what it’s like to work on coastal policy-
making from inside and outside the 
halls of Congress. Yes, the so-called 
“revolving door” of staffing in Wash-
ington is not always about making 
money; sometimes people move from 
government positions to jobs in the 

nonprofit sector (and back) so they can 
do the most to help protect the coast. 

Podcast guests Sara Gonzalez-
Rothi and Elizabeth Mabry have had 
similar careers working with coastal 
senators, then for conservation organi-
zations (National Wildlife Federation 
and Environmental Defense Fund) and 
returning to Capitol Hill to work as 
committee staff. On the podcast, you’ll 
learn how their roles shaped coastal 
policy, what it’s like to work in DC, 
and gain a little insight — and perhaps 
inspiration – from two talented wom-
en who’ve worked their way up from 

junior Hill staff 
to being hugely 
influential in 
U.S. coastal 
policy.

Avail-
able at: 
https://asbpa.

org/2020/07/06/capitol-beach-sea-
change/; and anywhere you listen to 
podcasts, under “American Shoreline 
Podcast Network.”

Coming soon: The Capitol Beach 
podcast on National Fish & Wildlife 
Foundation’s “National Coastal Resil-
ience Fund.”  v

Coastal policy, from inside and outside
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Great American 
Outdoors Act needs 
to include beaches
By DEREK BROCKBANK, CCP, 
ASBPA Executive Director

The Great American Outdoors 
Act (GAOA, or S.3422), which 
recently passed the Senate, 

directs a significant portion of federal 
revenue from offshore oil and gas de-
velopment to the Land & Water Con-
servation Fund (LWCF), which fund 
parks and public lands, and deferred 
maintenance in National Parks.

While fully funding LWCF and 
addressing maintenance backlog at 
National Parks are admirable goals, 
funding from coastal and offshore 
development and energy produc-
tion should focus on the needs of the 
nearby coastlines. The coastal commu-
nities and coastal environments that 
support offshore energy production 
are existentially threatened by rising 
sea levels and increasing storm inten-
sity. The Army Corps of Engineers and 
EPA have billions of dollars in back-
logged coastal projects, and coastal 
states’ resilience and adaptation plans 
are funded at fraction of what’s needed 
over the coming decades.

As the House of Representative 
begins to consider the Great American 
Outdoors Act (GAOA), ASBPA is ask-
ing Congress to include coastal funding 

from lease fees associated with offshore 
energy production in the GAOA. At 
minimum, the GAOA should ensure 
that the Gulf Coast — one of the most 
vulnerable coastlines in the world 
to climate impacts — has access to 
the full amount of funding outlined 
in GOMESA and isn’t limited by an 
arbitrary cap. Additionally, as offshore 
wind power expands, congress must 
ensure those lease fees fund coastal 
resilience efforts.

ASBPA asks the House of Rep-
resentatives to include language in the 
GAOA similar to what was included 
in the bipartisan Senate amendment 
(#1623) from Sens. Cassidy (R-LA) 
and Whitehouse (D-RI).

As we celebrate and support the 
Great American Outdoors, let’s not 
forget that twice as many people visit 
a beach each year than visit all our na-
tional parks combine, and also remem-
ber that coastal communities are bear-
ing the environmental cost of offshore 
energy, and so should be receiving the 
resilience funding benefits.

See more: https://asbpa.
org/2020/06/18/will-the-great-ameri-
can-outdoors-act-fund-the-coast/  v

 Coastal land loss in Louisiana. 

ASBPA joins ‘Blue 
Flag Beach’ program
By ANNIE MERCER, ASBPA Fellow 

ASBPA has been actively explor-
ing becoming the National 
Operator in the United States 

for the international beach certifica-
tion, Blue Flag. The Blue Flag program 
is run by an international NGO, the 
Foundation for Environmental Edu-
cation (FEE), along with four other 
environmental education initiatives 
worldwide. 

In the past two months, we have 
signed a three-way Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) with FEE and 
the United States’ Associate Member to 
FEE, the National Wildlife Federation 
(NWF). The MOU outlines responsi-
bilities and gives ASBPA three years 
to get the Blue Flag USA program 
operational. We have also received our 
Affiliate Membership to FEE recogniz-
ing ASBPA as the Blue Flag representa-
tive in the United States.

We are excited to bring you these 
updates and continue in our pursuit 
of operationalizing this program. For 
more information please contact An-
nie Mercer at 910-368-7847 or email 
annie.mercer@asbpa.org.  v



Coastal Voice            1 6

 Continued on next page

Corps uses data to improve coastal work before hurricanes arrive
By JOANNE CASTAGNA, Ed.D., 
Public Affairs Specialist, USACE

In a hotel conference room on Long 
Island, a team of experts are pro-
cessing data and information on 

computers. Alongside them is a large 
display monitor screen that’s project-
ing the information.

“It’s a beautiful thing. On the 
screen they are able to observe the 
condition of New York’s and New 
Jersey’s coastlines almost in real-time,” 
said Jeffrey Cusano, Geospatial Coor-
dinator, New York District, U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers.

The team is the Joint Airborne 
Lidar Bathymetry Technical Center 
of Expertise (JALBTCX). Recently, 
Cusano and other members of the 
New York District used this team to 
obtain cutting-edge survey data about 
the current condition of New York and 
New Jersey coasts.

Not only did the team get the 
data to them fast, but the Corps is al-
ready using it to monitor and cost-ef-
fectively improve its coastal projects, as 
it enters the Atlantic hurricane season.

The JALBTCX team members 
perform operations, research and 
development in various airborne 
geospatial technologies to support the 
Corps’ coastal mapping and charting 
requirements. 

One of the center’s programs is 
the National Coastal Mapping Pro-
gram, which acquires high-resolution 
elevation and imagery data along the 
sandy shorelines of the United States 
on a recurring basis. JALBTCX uses 
an aircraft equipped with government-
owned state-of-the-art airborne re-
mote sensing platforms, comprised of 
a Lidar sensor with both topographic 
and bathymetric capabilities, and two 
additional aerial mapping cameras. 

The Lidar’s topographic capabil-
ity measures the elevation of the beach 
and dune systems and its bathymet-
ric capability measures the sea floor 

Above: Col. Thomas Asbery, former 
New York District Commander, watching 
the JALBTCX team (also shown below) 
working in their flight operations and 
data production center they stood up in a 
hotel conference room in Islip, NY.  Photo 
courtesy USACE.

elevations. The Lidar sensor provides 
detailed elevation measurements both 
on land and under the water, while two 
additional cameras provide detailed 
images and spectral information from 
the same land and water. 

The last time JALBTCX flew 
over the coasts of New York and New 
Jersey was in 2017 and scheduled to fly 
again in 2022. The New York District 
wanted to get this information sooner. 
JALBTCX had a small pocket of time 
available to fly the area, so the district 
coastal team quickly worked to take 
advantage of this opportunity.

“They wanted to understand the 
current coastal condition and how it 

compared to the 2017 condition to see 
what work needs to be done now to 
improve the condition of the coasts. 
This work may involve such things 
as sand replenishment and environ-
mental work. They also wanted to see 
if the work they already performed is 
functioning well,” said Cusano.

Over a two-week period in late 
January, the JALBTCX team flew over 
approximately 157 miles of New York 
and New Jersey coasts, including from 
Manasquan Inlet to Sandy Hook, NJ, 
a portion of Staten Island, NY, and 
another stretch on Long Island from 
Rockaway Inlet to the tip of Montauk 
Point, NY. 

To capture the best data, the 
flight crew flew primarily during 
daylight hours at or near low tide, at 
an altitude of 1,300 feet and at an air 
speed of 140 knots. They flew over-
night operations only in the vicinity of 
John F. Kennedy International Airport 
in order to work with existing airspace 
restrictions.

Cusano said, “They used these 
sensors to gather a swath of informa-
tion all along the beach area that in-
cluded between 1,000 and 2,000 meters 
of the nearshore and onshore area.”

In addition, the JALBTCX team 
will soon provide the Corps with a 
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Find out more:
This JALBTCX data is also 

available to the public and other 
agencies. The JALBTCX team 
posts it on the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administra-
tion’s Digital Coast website, a 
multiyear archive of survey data 
acquired along U.S. coasts by 
partners in the federal map-
ping community and some state 
agencies. A person is able to 
search for a specific coastal 
area, learn about available data, 
customize exactly what they 
want to view — using the mul-
tiple layers of information avail-
able, and save the information in 
the format they can use for their 
intended purpose. 

To view the dataset the 
JALBTCX gathered recently 
for the New York District, visit: 
https://coast.noaa.gov/dataview-
er/#/lidar/search/where:ID=9000

    
The New York and New 

Jersey Coastal projects that are 
benefiting from the JALBTCX 
Mission are:

• The Manasquan to Sandy 
Hook, New Jersey Project

• The South Shore of Staten 
Island, New York Project

• The East Rockaway to 
Rockaway Inlet and Jamaica 
Bay, New York Project

• The Jones Inlet to East 
Rockaway Inlet Long Beach, 
New York Project

• The Fire Island Inlet to 
Montauk Point, New York Proj-
ect and its sub-project the Fire 
Island Inlet to Moriches Inlet 
Emergency Stabilization Project

To learn more about these 
projects visit: https://www.nan.
usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-
Works/

Change Analysis, using newly ac-
quired 2020 continuous digital eleva-
tion dataset that is compared it to the 
2017 dataset. Results will reveal where 
erosion or loss of sand occurred and 
where deposition or accumulation of 
sand occurred along the coastlines of 
New Jersey and New York. 

Cusano said, “We now have valu-
able information that shows us where 
there may be storm damage and sand 
loss that requires repairs. It also shows 
us how we are progressing with on-go-
ing coastal projects, of which we have 
done many in the last three years.”

Suzana Rice, Senior Coastal 
Engineer with the New York District, 
said, “This data is a great tool for us to 
monitor and understand our coast-
lines, and compare data from previous 
years, to use during the 2020 hurricane 
season.” 

She added that the timeliness of 
the data, delivered only 10 business 
days after the last flight, was helpful 
and enabled one particular coastal 
project to move along faster. “Because 
of this new data, we were able to expe-
dite the pre-construction engineering 
and design phase of the Fire Island 
Inlet to Montauk Point Project.”

Top: A sample of the type of elevation 
images the JALBTCX team developed for 
the New York District.  This image shows 
shoreline elevations along the coast of 
Staten Island. Photo courtesy JALBTCX. 
Above: The remote sensing platforms 
inside the JALBTCX aircraft. Photo 
courtesy USACE.

The JALBTCX data is also being 
used to perform environmental work 
on some of these coastal projects.

Robert Smith, Senior Biologist 
with the New York District, said, “The 
data is being used to design and track 
changes to habitats we built for en-
dangered species, such as the Piping 
Plover, an endangered bird that nests 
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Covid scrambles 
Texas Chapter’s 
meeting schedules
By JERRY MOHN,  
Texas Chapter President

The Texas ASBPA Chapter usu-
ally has 3-4 meetings a year 
with members up and down the 

Texas coast. We started the year with a 
meeting in Rockport, Texas, which is 
about the middle of the Texas Coast, 
on Jan. 17. We next scheduled our fifth 
symposium for March 31 in Corpus 
Christi and then one on Aug. 18 here 
in Galveston in partnership with the 
Galveston District of the U.S. Army 
Corp of Engineers, who handles the 
entire Texas Coast. This would have 
been our fifth partnership meeting the 
Galveston District. 

Well, the coronavirus pandemic 
hit Texas and we cancelled the March 
31 meeting, and just recently can-
celled the Aug. 18 one. However, all is 
not lost because new technology has 
brought us virtual webinars with Zoom 
and WebEx, so we are looking at this 
type of format and re-instituting the 
Aug. 18 meeting. The Corps and the 
Texas General Land Office, who man-
ages all the Texas beaches, are working 
with us in developing a program. 

We hope a vaccine is developed 
soon to eradicate the coronavirus or 
COVID-19 so we can all get back to 
our normal lives. We wish everyone a 
healthy and prosperous summer and to 
please hunker down and stay safe.  v

along the shore in the summer. We 
built habitats for the plovers for it to 
nest and forage.”

Cusano said, “In my opinion, this 
data is a win for everybody. It helps the 

By NICOLE ELKO, Ph.D.,  
ASBPA Science Director

In the fall of 2020, FEMA Building 
Resilient Infrastructure and Com-
munities (BRIC) grant program 

(https://www.fema.gov/bric) will 
provide funding to support state/lo-
cal hazard mitigation projects to help 
communities and the nation shift from 
reactive disaster spending to proactive 
investment in community resilience. 

In 2019, FEMA awarded $250 
million in total BRIC funding. Of 
that, $125 million went toward resil-
ient infrastructure projects and about 

Derek & Fiona Brockbank dredging an inlet for beach (sandcastle) placement on Shelter 
Island, NY, this summer.

BRIC grants encourage shift to proactive 
investment in community resilience

$12.5 million to 
state and local 
resilience plans. 
Along with our 
state and federal 
agency partners, 
several of our 
corporate mem-
bers’ companies 
specialize in 
these types of 
projects, so if 
you need help, 

don’t hesitate to leverage our network 
and reach out. We’ll get you in touch 
with the right contacts.  v

ELKO

Corps..................................................................
 Continued from page 17 Corps monitor and cost-effectively im-

prove our coastal projects and it helps 
our agency educate the public about 
their coasts and the work we are doing 
for them, as we begin a new Atlantic 
hurricane season.”  v


