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Save the dates:
 ASBPA’s Coastal Summit: March 23-25, online. 

Registration is open!
 ASBPA’s National Coastal Conference: Sept. 28-Oct. 

1, in New Orleans, Louisiana

Welcome to our January issue of “Coastal Voice,” which is ASBPA’s 
annual report. It will provide you with an overview of the year from 
the perspectives of Governance, Leadership, Communication, Com-

mittees, Events and Membership & Chapters. As you will see, 2020 was a year 
of transition for ASBPA. Later in this issue, we also have information on more 
current events as well.

Facing a time 
of transition
By KATE & KEN GOODERHAM, 
ASBPA Managing Directors

By the time you read this, 
ASBPA will have transitioned 
from us being Managing 

Directors to Brad and Leslie Pickel 
taking over that role. There will be 
more about the direction they will be 
going in February’s “Coastal Voice.” 
This is our look back at 2020… 
actually, we’re going to look further 
back (a little bit) to 2001 when we 
started with the American Coastal 
Coalition, which then merged with 
ASBPA and brought us with it.

We are proud of the fact we 
brought both organizations out of 
debt. In fact, 2020 ended with a slight 
surplus for ASBPA! We are proud of 
the fact we were the first truly profes-
sional managers for the association 
after years of it running mainly with 
volunteers in charge. 

Some of the accomplishments 
since then include:

•	 Increased	attendance	at	
conferences, which also delved into a 
widening range of topics as the field 
of coastal science and management 
expanded in new directions. 

•	 More	engagement	of	mem-
bers, both through regular contact 
and through participation in ASBPA’s 
operations. We developed a structure 
that allowed volunteers to bring their 
best to ASBPA — and all of you did!

•	 We	expanded	the	associa-
tion’s committees and worked on 
more effective ways for them to meet 
regularly — first by conference call, 
now by the more ubiquitous Zoom. 
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•	 We	developed	the	Best	Re-
stored Beaches program to bring at-
tention to the restored beaches across 
America. Building on that, the more 
recent	Best	Restored	Shores	was	devel-
oped to spotlight coastal excellence on 
shores that weren’t necessarily quite so 
sandy.

•	 We	believed	in	commending	
good works, so we expanded ASBPA’s 
award programs to recognize people 
early in their careers, strong members 
and others who make a difference. 

•	 We	did	some	less-than-excit-
ing things that build a stronger foun-
dation for ASBPA, such as regularly 
revising the bylaws, preparing the first 
set of Policies & Procedures, devel-
oping a more efficient bookkeeping 
system and bringing in Beth Sciaudone 
as Managing Editor of Shore & Beach 
and Ken Gooderham as its production 
manager, which has brought a new 
level of professionalism to our vener-
able journal.

Beth Sciaudone has blossomed 
as Shore & Beach editor, working with 
writers and reviewers to make the 
journal even more vital for ASBPA 
members. She has also become in-
volved with developing the program 
for the National Coastal Conference. 
In 2021 she will no longer be the web-
master, but will continue with Shore & 
Beach and the conferences. Her com-
petence, professionalism, enthusiasm 
and patience are extraordinary.

Nicole Elko also transitioned this 
year. She started as a very part-time 
Science Director and has developed 
a strong program with a number of 
grants.

Derek primarily worked with 
our Fellow, Annie Mercer, and this 
year was a transition for her as well. 
She took the Blue Flag Beach program 
from Derek’s great idea to ASBPA be-
ing accepted as the U.S. operator of the 
program — no mean feat. 

Annie was also the reason we 
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were able to conduct two virtual con-
ferences this year, bringing both tech-
nical expertise and unflagging patience 
to a role that was being redefined 
almost every week.

We all had to step up our game 
technically speaking, which means 
ASBPA has a head start on the inevita-
ble technical changes ahead. Annie has 
been our leader, but we all had to learn 
new platforms and new structures that 
will serve ASBPA well.

Almost since his arrival in 2015, 
Derek has led the association’s transi-
tion with a focus on ASBPA’s strategic 
plan. This year, despite not being able 
to physically meet with anyone, he was 
able to continue ASBPA’s transition to 

an organization making a difference.
It has been a joy, honor and 

a privilege to work on your behalf. 
We leave ASBPA in good hands and 
in good condition, with a surplus of 
energy and ideas to keep its transition 
moving forward in the years to come.

In five years, ASBPA will be 
100 years old. It has undergone more 
change than any of us can imagine. 
We believe it has been so resilient is 
because of members who are commit-
ted to America’s shore and beaches. 
You are a part of ASBPA not because 
you have to (e.g. professional organiza-
tion), but because it is part of who you 
are and what you want to be. Continue 
that history.  v
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From the president: 

Meeting new 
challenges
By TONY PRATT, ASBPA President

Our fabulous year, 2020, is com-
ing to a close as I write this. 
Let’s recap some of the chal-

lenges this year has brought. COVID 
19, of course, dominated the landscape 
for all of us and changed the ways we 
live in nearly every possible way. Na-

tionally the level 
of polarity grows 
— to our detri-
ment, I believe. 
Natural disas-
ters that include 
wildfires, torna-
does, inland and 
coastal flooding 
and severe wind 
events are rel-
egated to below-
the-fold routine 
news events, sadly, 

because they are so routine anymore. 
Within our own ASBPA bubble 

we knowingly reached the end of an 
era with the retirement of Kate Goo-
derham, one-half of our dynamic duo, 
Gooderham & Associates. We did have 
a long lead time on Kate’s departure as 
our long-serving Managing Director, 
so we were able to secure a transition 
to the new MD team of Brad and Leslie 
Pickel (Seahaven Consulting). Kate’s 
last official day with ASABPA as a staff 
member is Dec. 31. We wish her all 
the best in her newfound free personal 
time. 

COVID 19 brought the possibil-
ity of having our conferences in person 
to an immediate halt. Same for the 
Executive Committee and Board of 
Directors meetings. We all got to know 
Zoom a lot better this year and our 
team of experts did miraculous work 
in quickly converting last year’s Sum-

By CAMERON PERRY,  
ASBPA Treasurer

As is the theme with most every 
report this year, 2020 was a 
year of unexpected events. 

In late 2019 when we presented our 
budget to the board, we anticipated 
that 2020 would be a year in the red 
due to potential reductions in revenue 
and a transition in staffing. However, 

once the pan-
demic started 
to unfurl, our 
thoughts turned 
from how we 
might be in the 
red to how large 
could that loss 
be? This year re-
ally could have 
been a disaster 
for our orga-
nization. The 
quick thinking, 

ingenuity, and resiliency of our staff, 
board, and many volunteers turned 
potential disaster into a success. 

The first success story was how 
staff and volunteers were able to pivot 
from an in-person Coastal Summit to 
an online event with only a few weeks 
to do so. The Sponsorship Commit-
tee had done a fantastic job of raising 
funds for the Summit prior to the 
switch, and I’d like to not only thank 
the committee, but also the sponsors 
who maintained their support of the 
event even as it transitioned online.

The second success was the 
donation by Hawaiian Tropic as part 
of their beach candle campaign. This 
donation was unexpected and a major 

boost to our revenue. The third success 
was the online national conference and 
thanks once again go to our spon-
sors, committee members, and all the 
members that attended. The last suc-
cess of 2020, showing how dedicated 
our members are, was the “Fund the 
Fellow” campaign that raised money 
to help support our coastal fellowship 
recipient, Annie Mercer, for one more 
year during another significant ASBPA 
transitional period. 

This financial report would be 
woefully incomplete if I didn’t high-
light the incredible work of our Sci-
ence Director Nicole Elko and Execu-
tive Director Derek Brockbank for all 
they’ve done to bring in grants. Most 
of these grants will take effect starting 
in 2021, which will help us continue to 
grow and develop as an organization. 
Lastly, I’d also like to use my report 
to extend a huge thank you to Kate 
Gooderham as she retires in 2021. This 
organization and all of us owe so much 
to her and what she’s done to grow and 
evolve ASBPA. We wouldn’t be here 
without Kate. 

The year 2020 threw us a number 
of curveballs, but we are entering 2021 
in the black and on solid financial foot-
ing. This doesn’t mean our work next 
year is done, but we are on the right 
path and in a good financial position. I 
want to once again thank all of you for 
being a part of the ASBPA. Your active 
participation is key to helping us grow 
and being a larger part of the coastal 
conversation. 

I hope everyone has had a 
wonderful holiday season, and I look 
forward to seeing everyone again in 
person soon.  v

From the treasurer: 

Unexpected events, and successes



Coastal Voice            4

BROCKBANK

By DEREK BROCKBANK,  
ASBPA Executive Director

2020 was, as many have said, a 
year unlike any other. As a global 
society, a nation, a community of 

coastal professionals and as an organi-
zation, we have faced incredible adver-
sity this year. The pandemic has been 
all encompassing, wildfires and hurri-

canes set records, 
economic turbu-
lence has upended 
communities, and 
political strife and 
societal discord 
is the worst in 
decades. But the 
most trying times 
are often the most 
revealing.

I’m so proud 
of how ASBPA 

and the coastal community faced our 
challenges head on and demonstrated 
our resilience. To bridge our 2020 
Conference theme to our 2021 Summit 
theme, we have navigated stormy times 
and are wading into new waters.

Looking back on 2020 from a 
purely shore & beach perspective, I 
could recount the hurdles but I prefer 
to count the blessings. Just a few:

•	 A	global	resurgence	in	appre-
ciation for beaches and coastlines as 
healthy recreation;

•	 The	commitment	of	beach	

From the Executive Director: 

A year of hurdles, and blessings
managers to overcome challenges and 
ensure people can safely use our public 
coastal resources;

•	 Beaches,	dunes	and	wetlands	
— the first line of defense for coastal 
storms — reducing the community 
damage wrought by coastal storms 
from Hanna to Iota; 

•	 Our	coastal	industry	work-
ing through the pandemic to keep our 
beaches wide and dunes high;

•	 The	nimbleness	of	ASBPA	
board and staff to transition in-person 
events to successful online events;

•	 The	generosity	of	ASBPA	
sponsors, board and members to pro-
vide in times of need;

•	 New	ASBPA	staff	leading	new	
programs to grow the organization;

•	 ASBPA	staff	and	board	transi-
tions that demonstrate the wisdom and 
grace of outgoing leaders, with incom-
ing leaders showing the hope and 
promise of new directions and higher 
heights for ASBPA.

To those of you who may have 
been sick this year, are grieving for 
loved ones, or were specifically im-
pacted by the many challenges of 2020, 
I wish you all the best and hope you 
find solace, peace and prosperity in 
2021. And to each and every one of 
you, know that your work on the coast 
and your involvement in ASBPA has 
improved the world, bettered our na-
tion, benefited our organization, and 
enriched my life. Thank you.  v

Communication:

Coastal Voice
By KATE GOODERHAM, Editor

Coastal Voice” is an e-newsletter 
published monthly except in 
the summer, when two issues 

are published over the three-month 
period. The purpose of “Coastal Voice” 
is to provide the members with cur-
rent information on the activities of 
the organization. During the year we 
provide updates from staffers, informa-
tion on upcoming conferences, chapter 
updates, calls for awards, contest infor-
mation and governance information. 
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President.....................
 Continued from page 3
mit to a virtual meeting in a very short 
timeframe. The team then quickly 
started working after the Summit on 
organizing the Fall Conference so that 
too could be a rewarding and success-
ful virtual meeting. Our conference 
sponsors have stood by us like cham-
pions. We have finished the year in a 
very good fiscal position thanks to the 
hard work of so many.

We will continue to rise to meet 
new challenges, and we will work 
through them as we have the other 
challenges brought before us this year. 
Team ASBPA has shown the resilience 
we so often encourage communities 
under stress to plan for. The unex-
pected, in spades, has been thrown in 
front of us this year and we have met, 
and continue to meet, those challenges 
with energy, intelligence, flexibility, 
esprit de corps and resilience. We 
are strong, getting stronger and will 
welcome things settling down a bit in 
2021. I am very much looking forward 
to seeing you again in 2021 virtually 
at our Summit, “Wading Into New 
Waters,” March 23-25, and in person in 
New Orleans for our National Coastal 
Conference.  v

Communication:

ASBPA web report
By BETH SCIAUDONE,  
ASBPA Webmaster

In 2020, use of the ASBPA website 
decreased slightly when measured 
by unique pageviews (60,624 in 

2020 and 63,538 in 2019). This is likely 
due to a decrease in use of the ASBPA 
website for the 2020 fall conference, as 
an outside vendor (Open Water) was 
used to host the conference pages and 
coordinate the virtual conference. Be-
cause the sessions were recorded, there 
was no virtual conference page hosted 
on the ASBPA site. Similarly use of 
the site around the time of the Coastal 
Summit also decreased (compare the 
spikes in March-April). 

The most viewed page was the 
home page with 10,772 pageviews in 
2020 to date, comprising nearly 15% 
of the page-views of the entire site. 
The next most popular page in 2020 
was the conferences page (10,667 
pageviews), followed by the Shore & 
Beach page (2,997 pageviews) and the 
2020 Shore & Beach digital issues page 
which has marked 2,183 pageviews to 
date. The Coastal Universities Guide 
was launched in 2020, and this page 
saw 1,799 views in 2020 to date for the 
fifth most popular page on the site.

The most popular post of the 

year was the announcement of the Best 
Restored	Beaches	for	2020	(949	page	
views). The next most popular post 
was the call for abstracts for the 2020 
National Coastal Conference (633 
page views). Website usage peaked in 
2020 around the times of the Coastal 
Summit, which also was the abstract 
deadline for the National Coastal Con-
ference. As noted, a spike was not seen 
on the ASBPA site around the time of 
the Virtual National Coastal Confer-
ence due to use of an outside vendor 
for that event. Weekends tend to see 
very little site traffic (the dips in the 
above plot). 

The electronic newsletters are 
posted monthly and other news, 
legislative updates, and conference 
information are posted as they are 
available. Every time a new issue of the 
journal Shore & Beach is published, the 
digital edition is added and the table of 
contents, abstracts, and landing pages 
for each article are created. The table 
of contents and abstracts are posted 
publicly, with access to the full text 
articles restricted to members only. We 
maintain a searchable online table of 
all contents of Shore & Beach with key-
words, which is an excellent resource 
for finding references. 

Information on our Coastal Sum-
mit and fall conference is constantly 
updated on our website, and sponsor 
links/logos for both events continue to 
be featured.  v
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Communication:

Social media
By DEREK BROCKBANK,  
ASBPA Executive Director

ASBPA continues to maintain ac-
counts on LinkedIn, Facebook 
and Twitter.

Twitter — Under the handle @
ASBPA, we post daily with coastal 
news and ASBPA information. We 
occasionally live-tweet from beach 
and coastal resilience events. In 2019, 
our tweets generated 175,000 impres-
sions with an average engagement rate 
of 1.1%. We have 1,381 followers, up 
from 1,266 last year. We have been 

retweeted and 
mentioned by 
Members, con-
gressional staff 
and federal agen-
cies. 

Face-
book — At www.
facebook. com/
AmericanBeaches 
we post a couple 
times a week on 
timely coastal 
issues and ASBPA 

information and news. We have 1329 
followers up from 1195 last year. Our 
most popular posts were announcing 
Keansburg, NJ, and Tybee Island, GA, 
as	2020	Best	Restored	Beach	recipients.	

Linked In — At https://www. 
linkedin.com/company/american-
shore-&- beach-preservation-associ-
ation we post a couple times a month 
on topics directly connected to ASBPA 
— our actions, our conference, our 
awards etc. Our posts made about 
14,000 impressions and we have 775 
followers, up from 402 last year.  v

Communication:

Shore & Beach
By LESLEY EWING, Ph.D., 
Executive Editor  
and BETH SCIAUDONE, Ph.D., 
Managing Editor

We continued to advance the 
reach of our Shore & Beach 
articles this year by main-

taining	membership	in	the	CrossRef	
indexing service. This service provides 
digital object identifiers (DOIs) for 
each of our articles and enables us to 
upload the article information and 
abstract to a searchable database. Each 
paper now has a permanent DOI, or 
online home, and 
can be searched 
internationally via 
CrossRef.	Addition-
ally, in December we 
began the process 
to apply for Shore & 
Beach to be in-
cluded in the Web 
of Science index-
ing service. Finally, 
we’ve started coor-
dination with the 
American Shoreline Podcast Network 
and are attempting to do a podcast or 
two with the guest editors or authors 
of select issues.

Shore & Beach continued to bring 
updated research findings and case 
studies to ASBPA members in 2020. 
Our first issue of the year (Winter 
2020, Volume 88, No. 1) was a dedi-
cated issue commemorating the 10th 
anniversary of the Deepwater Horizon 
oil spill. Although this environmental 
tragedy was devastating, the proj-
ects featured in this issue show how 
resource managers moved forward 
to mitigate damage and restore Gulf 
Coast ecosystems. There were 16 excel-
lent papers in this issue, which set a 
record for biggest-ever issue of Shore & 
Beach at 140 pages.

We held our 13th photography 

contest, and the winning photo was 
printed on the cover of Volume 88, No. 
2 (Spring 2020). This photo was the 
East Coast and Grand Prize winner of 
the 2020 ASBPA Photo Contest: “Cape 
Elizabeth Lighthouse” by Tracie Mc-
Cauley. The photo was taken in August 
2018, within Fort Williams Park/
Portland Head Light, Cape Elizabeth, 
Portland, Maine. Other papers in this 
issue included an update on new 2019 
sea level projections from the Intergov-

ernmental Panel on 
Climate Change, 
an examination of 
beach nourishment 
versus sea level rise 
on Florida’s beach-
es, and a discussion 
of sand reten-
tion and groins in 
Southern California 
beaches. Additional 
technical papers 
covered improve-

ment of tide predictions and technical 
considerations for using unmanned 
aerial systems for coastal habitat moni-
toring. The issue concluded with a 
white paper discussing considerations 
for local funding for coastal projects.

Volume 88, No. 3 (Summer 2020) 
was dedicated to a virtual tour of the 
Pacific coasts. This issue was the first 
to be completed under the coronavirus 
lockdown, with the authors and editors 
working hard through those difficult 
first months of the pandemic. Papers 
covered Pacific coasts from California 
to Oregon, to Alaska and even a sum-
mary of beach nourishment in China 
over the past 10 years. Topics included 
sediment management, assessing 
historical flooding and erosion, ad-
aptation planning, and surfing guide-

BROCKBANK
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Alyssa	Dausman,	Ed	Haywood,	Jessica	
Henkel,	and	David	Yoskowitz
Contributors:
Jeffrey	L.	Andrews,	Gov.	John	Bel	
Edwards,	Harris	C.	Bienn,	Jacob	
Blandford,	Brett	Borne,	Dorothy	Byron,	
Tim	J.B.	Carruthers,	P.	Soupy	Dalyander,	

John	Darnall,	Steve	Dartez,	Alyssa	M.	
Dausman,	Elizabeth	Fetherston-Resch,	
Beth	M.	Forrest,	Melissa	Gloekler,	Gregory	
M.	Grandy,	Lawrence	B.	Haase,	Ed	L.	
Haywood,	Scott	A.	Hemmerling,	Jessica	
R.	Henkel,	Ann	C.	Hijuelos,	Amy	Hunter,	
Kathryn Sweet Keating, Nancy Kinner, 
Syed	M.	Khalil,	Kyle	R.	“Chip”	Kline	Jr.,	
Bethany	Carl	Kraft,	Sheri	Land,	Joseph	
Long,	Mike	Lowiec,	Adrian	McInnis,	
Sharon	Mesick,	Rangley	Mickey,	Leland	C.	
Moss, Christopher Paul, Michael Peccini, 
Michael	Poff,	Quin	Robertson,	George 
Shuford	Ramseur	Jr.,	Richard	C.	Raynie,	
Erin	Rooney,	Benjamin	Shorr,	Lauren	
Showalter,	Brian	Spears,	Beau	C.	Suthard,	
David	Thompson,	Whitney	C.	Thompson,	
Dan	Van	Nostrand,	Charles	Villarrubia,	
Estelle Wilson

 Volume 88, Number 2
Contributors: Ryan	Anderson,	Jacob	
Berryhill, Marc Beyeler, Brian Brennan, 
Derek	Brockbank,	Tyler	Buckingham,	
Emma	Clarkson,	Shannon	Cunniff,	Rusty	
A.	Feagin,	Jens	Figlus,	Kate	Gooderham,	
Gary	Griggs,	Faye	Grubbs,	James	R.	
Houston,	Thomas	P.	Huff,	Charles Lester, 
Annie	Mercer,	Zachary	Olsen,	Kiki Patsch, 
Peter	Ravella,	Gregory	Rudolph,	Michael	
J. Starek, Ken Willson

 Volume 88, Number 3
Guest editors:	Andrea	O’Neill	and	Lesley	
Ewing
Contributors: Edward	A.	Atkin,	Marc	
Beyeler,	Tiffany	Roberts	Briggs,	Nicholas	
Brown,	Richard	M.	Buzard,	Feng	Cai,	
Huimei	Cao,	Jordan	Converse,	Nicole	
Elko, Douglas A. George, Kristen A. 
Goodrich,	Phyllis	Grifman,	Melodie	
Grubbs, Karina Johnston, Nicole E.M. 
Kinsman,	Gang	Lei,	Craig	Leidersdorf,	
Gen	Liu,	Jianhui	Liu,	Pedro	Lomonaco,	
Christopher	V.	Maio,	Kimberley	McKenna,	
Jacquelyn	R.	Overbeck,	Hongshuai	Qi,	
Jesse	Reiblich,	Dan	R.	Reineman,	David	
L.	Revell,	Nick	Sadrpour,	David	Verbyla,	
Michael	Walther,	Meagan	Wengrove,	
Dawn	York,	Fan	Yu,	Shaohua	Zhao,	
Jixiang	Zheng,	Jun	Zhu

 Volume 88, Number4
Contributors: Ryan	Anderson,	Tiffany	
Roberts Briggs, Ph.D., Shannon 
Cunniff,Nicole	Elko,	Ph.D.,	Jean	T.	Ellis,	
Ph.D., Gary Griggs, Michelle E. Harris, 
James	R.	Houston,	Ph.D.,	Douglas	Janiec,	
Charles Lester, Jennifer Mattei, Ph.D., 
Cptn.	Alek	Modjeski,	Danielle	E.	Ogurcak,	
Randall	W.	Parkinson,	Kiki	Patsch,	
Mayra	A.	Román-Rivera,	Ph.D.,	Peter	A.	
Terezkiewicz

2020 advertisers:
•	Anchor	QEA
•	Applied	Technology	&	Management	Inc.
•	Aptim
•	First	Coastal
•	Gahagan	&	Bryant	Associates	Inc.
•	Great	Lakes	Dredge	&	Dock	Co.
•	GZA
•	HDR Engineering
•	Morgan	&	Eklund	Inc.
•	Naismith	Marine
•	Olsen	Associates

13th Annual Photo Contest:
• U.S. East Coast winner and Grand 

Prize:	“Beach	Life”	by	David	Hall,	from	
Jacksonville	Beach,	Florida

• U.S. Pacific Coast and Alaska, 
winner:	“Royal	Palms	Beach”	by	Caesar	
Espinosa.

• Caribbean, winner:	“The	reef	at	Well	
Bay,	Necker	Island,British	Virgin	Islands”	
by	Douglas	Gaffney.

• Pacific, winner:	“Wai	Aina	(means	
“Water	Land”	in	Hawaiian);	Natural	
Shoreline	of	Oahu	just	prior	to	sunset”	by	
Robbyn C. Spratt.

• U.S. Gulf of Mexico Coast, winner: 
“McFaddin	National	Wildlife	Refuge	
Saltwater	Intrusion”	by	Evan	Walters.

• Great Lakes, winner: “Independence	
Day	in	the	Heartland	of	America:	
Fireworks	over	Lake	Michigan”	by	
Stefanie Nagelbach

• U.S. Pacific Coast and Alaska, 
honorable mention:	“Waves	breaking	
at	Table	Rock	Beach,	Laguna	Beach,	
California”	by	Robert	Grove.	

• U.S. Pacific Coast and Alaska, 
honorable mention:	“Friendly	Green	
Sea	Turtle”	by	Robbyn	Spratt.

• U.S. Gulf of Mexico Coast, honorable 
mention: “A	Long	Day”	by	Elizabeth	
Wysocki.

• U.S. East Coast, honorable mention: 
“Jasper	Beach”	by	Douglas	Mann.
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Committees:

Government Affairs
By DEREK BROCKBANK,  
ASBPA Executive Director

In a year when everybody’s plans 
changed, ASBPA government af-
fairs work both responded to the 

times — with a new focus on COVID 
response to help coastal communities 
— and stayed the same – with a contin-
ued	focus	on	the	Water	Resources	
Development	Act	(WRDA)	and	appro-
priations. We did not expect significant 
coastal policy investment or reforms 
from Congress nor the Administration 
in this election year, and we did not 

get any. We have 
been successful 
on some minor 
points, but our 
larger interests 
and the funda-
mental threats 
to coastlines and 
coastal communi-
ties continue to 
grow. Here are 
some updates on 
coastal policy is-
sues from 2020:

WRDA: We continue to have 
outsize	influence	on	the	Water	Re-
sources Development Act and have 
been successful in getting some of 
our small but important priorities 
included. After being asked to testify 
twice in 2019, ASBPA 
was again asked to 
provide testimony 
in what became a 
written-testimony-
only hearing in the 
Senate Environment 
& Public Works 
(EPW) Committee in 
April 2020. We have 
been pleased to see some of our main 
policy requests regarding regional sedi-
ment management, evaluating dredged 
sediments’ full value, and natural in-

frastructure	included	in	WRDA	2020.	
We have been quoted in Hill media 
supporting the legislation and encour-
aging Members of Congress to pass the 
bill. The final bill passed as part of the 
end-of-year omnibus legislation.

Appropriations: We continue 
to work on appropriations and pushed 
back against the Administration’s ef-
forts to eliminate and defund coastal 
programs (Sea Grant, Coastal Zone 
Management Grants, Coastal Flood 
Risk	Management).	After	multiple	
continuing resolutions that pushed a 
decision on FY21 appropriations to 
right before the New Year, Congress 
passed an omnibus appropriations bill 
where coastal programs mostly saw 
slight increases (with a few decreases) 
but were largely the same as FY20. 

New Funding: Another focus 
for ASBPA this year was working to 
increase, and create new, dedicated 
revenue for coastal resilience, mainly 
from offshore energy development. 
The	OFFSHORE	Act	was	introduced	
(but not passed) in the Senate and 
House, which would establish a new 
source of dedicated revenue from 
offshore wind power. We have worked 
with the GOMESA coalition to seek 
an increase in coastal funding from 
offshore drilling in the Gulf of Mexico. 

We have also seen the Living Shoreline 
Act — legislation that would authorize 
a new trust fund for competitive grants 
for living shorelines — passed in the 

House but stall in the Senate. We will 
continue to push these bills in 2021.

COVID appropriations: One 
issue we picked up this spring was 
helping beach and coastal communi-
ties respond to the financial challenges 
of COVID. After polling our members 
in the spring, followed by multiple calls 
with beach managers, we heard clearly 
that they needed our help in pushing 
for funding to support coastal projects 
and management threatened by the 
loss of local revenue. We developed 
letters and advocacy materials asking 
congress to fund multiple programs 
to help communities that were seeing 
coastal tourism revenues decline this 
summer.	Senate	Republicans,	however,	
have been unwilling to consider fund-
ing for state and local governments 
who have had decimated budgets and 
we have not succeeded in getting help 
specifically for coastal communities.

Policy 
Papers: ASB-
PA developed 
two major 
policy papers 
in 2020. Early 
in the year, 
we released 
“Local Fund-
ing for Coastal 
Projects: An 
overview of 

practices, polices and considerations,” 
which is intended to help local com-
munities assess their ability to finance 
coastal projects. 

A second major project was a 
review and re-write of our joint policy 
paper with Coastal States Organiza-
tion on beach and inlet management. 
This paper establishes a broad array of 
policy positions on five topics: bet-
ter sediment management, improved 
coastal permitting, regular and pre-
dictable funding, responsible develop-
ment, and research. This paper will be 
published in January and shared with 
the incoming administration to help 
shape their coastal planning and policy 
reform agenda.   v
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lines as well. The ASBPA Science and 
Technology Committee also published 
a white paper on best management 
practices for coastal inlets in this issue.

Our final issue of the year — Vol-
ume 88, No. 4 (Fall 2020) — included 
technical papers on dune recovery 
and adaptation to shoreline retreat. 
The ASBPA Science and Technology 
Committee contributed a white paper 
describing the results of their survey 
on national coastal management chal-
lenges and needs. Comments on the 
paper about beach nourishment and 
sea level rise on Florida’s coasts were 
also published as a Coastal Forum and 
a reply from the paper’s author was 
included as well. This issue concluded 
with tips for a superior coastal natural 
infrastructure project from the win-
ners	of	the	2020	Best	Restored	Shores	
competition.

Many thanks go to our peer 
reviewers who are an invaluable part 
of the publication process. We appreci-
ate all you and all of our contributors 
do to make Shore & Beach a continued 
success. We hope you have all enjoyed 
your subscription this year, and con-
tinue to do so in 2021. Thank you all 
for your support, and remember that 
we always welcome your contributions 
— manuscripts, opinion pieces, letters 
and photographs!  v

Committees:

Nominating and 
Policies & Procedures
By GARY JONES, Secretary/Chair

In a year dimmed by so much 
difficulty for all of us, ASBPA is 
fortunate to count on the con-

tinued involvement of our members 
who volunteer their time completing 
vital ‘behind-the-scenes’ tasks that 
help the organization thrive. As chair 
of the Bylaws and Nominating Com-

Committees:

‘Local Funding for 
Coastal Projects’ 
white paper 
By ANNIE MERCER, ASBPA Fellow

January marks one year since 
ASBPA published a white paper 
explaining ways communities can 

fund coastal management projects, 
entitled “Local Funding for Coastal 
Projects: An Overview of Practices, 
Policies, and Considerations.” 

The paper identifies regional 
characteristics and local consider-
ations communities must assess when 
determining how to raise revenue for 
beach and coastal restoration projects. 
The report then explains taxes; fees 
and other sources of revenue com-
monly used by communities for beach 
projects; and provides an overview of 
emerging financial tools which can 
make existing revenue go further in 
support of local coastal management 
efforts. 

Additionally, the report describes 
“emerging” funding tools that look at 
how revenue raised from the above 
activities can be expanded through 
Green Bonds, Environmental Impact 
Bonds, Catastrophe Bonds, Parametric 
Insurance,	and	Resilience	Bonds.	

One stakeholder used the paper 
as an aide in explaining options in the 
following example: 

“The release of the white paper 
could not have come at a better time. 
We are in the process of develop-
ing a Master Plan for a beach park 
experiencing erosion due to lack of 
sediment in the system. At our com-
munity stakeholder meetings the 
questions I hear most often are what 
can be done about it and how do we 
pay for it? The paper highlights, in a 
concise way, the basic tools available 
to residents, elected officials and other 
municipalities. Many thanks to the 

authors for compiling the information 
and presenting the current practices 
and funding considerations for coastal 
projects.”
— Susan Brodeur, Senior Coastal 
Engineer, Orange County, CA

The Local Funding for Coastal 
Projects paper can be found here: 
https://asbpa.org/get-involved/fund-
ing/. Look for a 2021 update involving 
analysis of how these tools reacted 
during Covid-19. 

Questions, comments and re-
quests for information contact: Annie 
Mercer, ASBPA Fellow, at annie.mer-
cer@asbpa.org or 910-368-7847.  v

mittees, I’d like to give huge thanks to 
my fellow committee members this 
year. Board Directors Cris Weber, Ken 
Craig, and Katherine Brutsche joined 
me on the Bylaws Committee for an 
extensive review and update of ASB-
PA’s Policies and Procedures. Tiffany 
Roberts	Briggs,	Brian	Caufield,	Reuben	
Trevino, and Lee Weishar sat on the 
Nominating Committee to review and 
select the recommended slate of board 
candidates for election at the Annual 
Members Meeting. Best wishes to all 
ASBPA members. May the promise of 
a brighter New Year come true!  v



Coastal Voice            1 0

 Continued on page 6

ELKO

Committees:

Science & 
Technology
By NICOLE ELKO, Ph.D.,  
ASBPA Science Director  
and TIFFANY ROBERTS BRIGGS, 
Ph.D., Science & Technology 
Committee co-chair

ASBPA Science Director: 
The Science Director is respon-
sible for expanding our science 

advocacy and coordination with feder-
al agencies and the academic commu-
nity. In addition to duties categorized 
as Administration, Outreach, Confer-
ences, Strategic, and Development, the 
Science Director 
obtained a num-
ber of external 
contracts to 
allow continued 
engagement and 
leadership of the 
U.S.	Coastal	Re-
search Program 
(USCRP)	and	a	
strategic evalu-
ation of coastal 
practitioners’ 
greatest man-
agement challenges and needs.

2. The Nation’s Top 5 Coast-
al Management Challenges: 
In 2020, ASBPA S&T published the 
report entitled “National Coastal 
Management Challenges and Needs” 
in Shore & Beach (Elko and Briggs, 
2020). This report was the culmination 
of work supported by the USGS and 
USCRP	toward	a	strategic	evaluation	
of coastal management challenges. The 
effort identified research needs to in-
form appropriate investments in useful 
science, tools, and resources to address 
today’s most pressing coastal chal-
lenges. ASBPA aims to publish white 
papers and/or easy-to-understand 
products describing each challenge by 
2022. 

Overall, the prioritized coastal 
management challenges identified by 
the survey were:

•	 Deteriorating	ecosystems	
leading to reduced (environmental, 
recreational, economic, storm buffer) 
functionality,

•	 Increasing	storminess	due	to	
climate change (i.e. more frequent and 
intense impacts),

•	 Coastal	flooding,	both
o Sea level rise and associated 

flooding (e.g., nuisance flooding, 
King tides), and

o Combined effects of rainfall 
and surge on urban flooding (i.e., 
episodic, short-term),

•	 Chronic	beach	erosion	(i.e.,	
high/increasing long-term erosion 
rates), and

•	Coastal	wa-
ter quality, includ-
ing Harmful Algal 
Blooms (e.g. red 
tide, sargassum).

3. ASBPA 
Technology and 
Outreach Prod-
ucts:

a. ASBPA’s 
National Beach 
Nourishment Da-
tabase: This online 

tool provides a broadly-sourced na-
tional overview of the history of beach 
nourishment in the U.S. 476 commu-
nities have placed nearly 1.6 billion cu-
bic yards of sand on US beaches since 
the 1920’s. In 2020, the annual data 
base update occurred and a journal 
paper was published (Elko et al., 2021). 
The S&T Committee led the update 
by coordinating a national network of 
coastal professionals to provide recent 
nourishment data. A 2021 update will 
begin in April to verify existing data, 
identify missing and new projects, and 
promote use of database.

b. ASBPA’s Coastal Universi-
ties Guide: ASBPA S&T assisted in 
the developed of this new resource in 
2020. The Guide is an interactive map-

based tool for high school or college 
students looking for an undergraduate 
or graduate coastal program.

c. White Papers for Public 
Outreach: ASBPA has published at 
least one White Paper per year for the 
past six years. The intended audi-
ence for these papers is non-technical 
coastal professionals and stakeholders. 
2020 papers include “Best Manage-
ment Practices for Coastal Inlets” 
(Elko et al., 2020), as well as the two 
papers mentioned above (see refer-
ences). A new white paper on the topic 
of coastal water quality is underway 
to meet several ASBPA goals. It will 
be the first white paper on the top five 
management challenges, it will provide 
a resource to members, and it will sup-
port ASPBA’s management of the U.S. 
Blue Flag Beaches program. Thus far, 
a database of each coastal state’s beach 
water quality monitoring protocols has 
been developed.

4. U.S. Coastal Research Pro-
gram (USCRP): ASBPA’s Science Di-
rector serves as a co-executive director 
of	the	USCRP,	a	collaboration	of	feder-
al agencies, academics, and stakehold-
ers that aims to build a community of 
practice, identify research priorities 
and fundamental knowledge gaps for 
addressing societally-relevant coastal 
challenges, foster collaborative oppor-
tunities, enhance funding for academ-
ics and students), and promote science 
translation to users. During 2020, 
ASBPA helped to advance stakeholder 
engagement in the During Nearshore 
Event Experiment (DUNEX), develop 
a	story	map,	work	with	USCRP’s	489	
members to populate the ASBPA 
Coastal Universities Guide, assist in 
the	formation	of	a	formal	USCRP	Fed-
eral Team that includes representation 
from 12 agencies, organize a virtual 
workshop on Human and Ecosystem 
Health in Coastal Systems scheduled 
for January 2021, and maintain the 
website, blog, email communications 
and social media accounts. To date, 
USCRP	has	hosted	five	workshops	and	

BRIGGS
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Committees:

Blue Flag prepares 
for pilots in 2021
By ANNIE MERCER, ASBPA Fellow

ASBPA staff have diligently 
continued on the path towards 
implementation of the Blue 

Flag program during 2020. Since 
becoming the official National Opera-
tor of Blue Flag in the U.S. last July, we 
have tackled several tasks simultane-

ously: 
•	Held	monthly	

working group calls
•	Researched	

and submitted a 
feasibility study

•	Reached	out	
to ASBPA members 
to identify potential 
pilots

•	Updated	our	
implementation 

timelines 
•	Created	new	promotional	ma-

terials — an introductory PowerPoint 
and a Partner newsletter

•	Held	several	partner	meetings
•	Hosted	a	pilot	beach	meeting
•	Coordinated	discussions	on	

criteria with stakeholders
•	Attended	the	national	operators	

meeting
•	Solicited	gap	analyses	from	

pilots
•	Created	a	webpage	

awarded $11.1 million for 51 academic 
studies.

References: Elko, N., McKenna, K., Briggs, 
T.R.,	Brown,	N.,	Walther,	M.,	Kana,	T.,	and	
York, D., 2020. “An ASBPA white paper: 
Coastal inlets best management practices.” 
Shore & Beach, 88(3), 75-84. http://doi.
org/10.34237/1008838.

•	Communicated	with	interna-
tional staff on progress

These tasks equate to comple-
tion of three out of the five steps to 
implementation: Establish a National 
Blue Flag Committee, Initiate a Blue 
Flag	Feasibility	Study,	and	Review	the	
Criteria.

The final two steps — Host a 
National Workshop and Carry Out a 
Pilot Phase — are set to begin with the 
new year. The Pilot Gap Analyses will 
be submitted to the International Jury 
for approval at their April meeting. We 
will be offering a series of mini meet-
ings to introduce the Blue Flag pro-
gram to as many partners as we gear 
up for the National Workshop. Keep 
your eye out for events that may target 
your organization’s mission or geo-
graphical area! For more information 
on the Blue Flag Beach program, check 
out our web page under get involved: 
https://asbpa.org/get-involved/blue-
flag-pilot-program/; as always, please 
let me know if you have questions or 
would like to participate by email at 
annie.mercer@asbpa.org or phone 
(910) 368-7847.  v

Elko,	N.	and	Briggs,	T.R.,	2020.	“An	
ASBPA White Paper: National Coastal Manage-
ment Challenges and Needs.” Shore & Beach, 
88(4), 34-43. https://doi.org/10.34237/1008843 

Elko,	N.,	Briggs,	T.R.,	Benedet,	L.,	
Robertson,	W.,	Thomson,	G.,	Webb,	B.M.,	
Garvey, K., 2021. “A Century of U.S. Beach 
Nourishment. Ocean & Coastal Management.” 
199(2021) 105406, ISSN 0964-5691, https://doi.
org/10.1016/j.ocecoaman.2020.105406  

Committees:

Technical Advisory 
Committee (TAC)
By JULIE ROSATI, Ph.D., co-chair

The purpose of the TAC is to 
facilitate communication and 
collaboration between ASBPA 

and the federal and academic science 
communities; and to provide respect-
ed, independent scientific recommen-
dations to ASBPA’s science, policy and 

education initiatives. 
The TAC has 10 
members represent-
ing academic, federal, 
and non-govern-
mental perspectives, 
who rotate every two 
years.

TAC leader-
ship is Nicole Elko, 
ASBPA;	Julie	Rosati,	
USACE; and Nina 

Stark, Virginia Tech. The TAC met 
May 22 and Aug. 28, 2020. TAC mem-
bers are: 
Name Affiliation Expires
Stephanie Smallegan* USA 2022
Colleen Finnegan* BOEM 2022
Britt	Raubenheimer	 WHOI	 2022
Hilary Stockdon* USGS 2022
TBD
Peter	Ruggiero	 OSU	 2021
Tucker Mahoney FEMA 2021
Ty Wamsley USACE 2021

Updates on 4 goals:
•	GOAL 1: Educate Next Gen-

eration — Discussed need to reach 
out to younger STEM interests in high 
school and college; facilitate through 
videos and blog posts through ASBPA 
and	USCRP;	advertise	available	Co-
Op/ Internship Programs to universi-
ties and industry

•	GOAL 2: Engage Users — S&T 
could assign managers to arrange 
“brown bags” on topical advancements 
whether through ASBPA white papers 

MERCER ROSATI
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Recognizing Excellence:

2020 Best 
Restored Beaches
By LEE WEISHAR, Best  
Restored Beaches co-chair

When looking back at 2020, 
one of the recurring themes 
will be the COVID-19 im-

pacts on our ASBPA and how we have 
made great strides to make the best of 
it and to overcome its adversities. To 
quote my friend Gordon Thomson:” 
When life gives you lemons, make 
lemonade.”	Well,	the	Best	Restored	
Beach award is kind of like that. The 
beaches are one of the few places that 
you can go to enjoy the sun and the 
water while social distancing. You can 
forget the stress and the everyday pres-
sures our new reality has placed on us. 
Having said that, there is a glimmer of 
hope that this summer we will be able 
to go to the beaches and not have to 
worry about staying six feet apart and 
wearing a mask. 

Each year, 
ASBPA recognizes a 
few selected beaches 
that have overcome 
obstacles to get sand 
on their beaches. We 
presented this award 
because over the years 
most vacationers and 
tourist do not know the time, effort, 
and money that cities, towns, and 
municipalities invest in maintaining 
their beaches. The cynic will say it is 
self-serving and that the government 
does this to generate revenue. While 
there may some truth to this, you are 
the ones that ultimately benefit when 
you walk across that wide dune and lay 
your beach towel down on that perfect 
wide beach that you are going to enjoy 
for the next several hours.

ASBPA established the Best 
Restored	Beach	award	to	recognize	

all those people in the trenches that 
make sure you have a wide beach that 
is clean and the trash is picked up so 
you can enjoy that perfect summer 
day. This year was no different. ASBP 
selected five beaches that represented 
best restored beaches in the United 

States. The winners 
were Cardiff State 
Beach, CA, Keansburg, 
NJ, Norriego Point, FL, 
South Benson Beach, 
CT, and Tybee Beach, 
GA. Congratulation to 
the 2020 winners.

If you have a 
restored beach that you 

feel deserves recognition, please go on-
line to the ASBPA web site and submit 
your beach for this year’s contest. I 
guarantee that it will make you feel 
better the next time you go down to 
the shore. 

The winners of the 2020 Best 
Restored	Beaches	were:

•	Cardiff	State	Beach,	California
•	South	Benson	Marina/Jennings	

Beach, Connecticut
•	Keansburg,	New	Jersey
•	Norriego	Point,	Florida
•	Tybee	Island,	Georgia		v

or to convene discussion on emerging 
topics.	Within	ASBPA’s	Survey	Results,	
coastal water quality ties to NNBF and 
integrated water resources manage-
ment, as well as Blue Flag Beaches, an 
ASBPA initiative.

•	GOAL 3: Communicat-
ing Data/Information — Discussed 
ASBPA’s National Beach Nourishment 
Database; TAC recognized a need for 
national coastal infrastructure database 
that includes economic benefits pro-
vided by that infrastructure (to include 
natural infrastructure such as beaches).

•	GOAL 4:	USCRP	—	ASBPA	
is forming the Stakeholder Team 
(ST).	USCRP	plans	for	a	sea	level	rise	
workshop in 2021 in which stake-
holders will have a prominent role. A 
challenge in forming the ST is finding 
a group of ~10-15 stakeholders that 
represent coastal communities around 
the	nation.	Recommended	to	check	on	
Chambers of Commerce and National 
Association of Coastal Mayors (if these 
exist). 

Look at National league of cities. 
SeaGrant network (many stakehold-
ers); NACO National Association of 
Counties ( coastal resilience).  v

TAC..............................
 Continued from page 10

Norriego Point, Florida
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Recognizing Excellence: 

2020 Best 
Restored Shores
By SHANNON CUNNIFF, Best 
Restored Shores co-chair

ASPBA’s	Best	Restored	Shores	
Award is a reflection of ASB-
PA’s ongoing transition towards 

a broader, more diverse organization 
that addresses coastal issues beyond 
beach nourishment. One objective 
for	the	Best	Restored	Shores	award	
is recognizing well-executed projects 
that improve conditions for coastal 
habitats and communities and ASPBA 
announced the 2020 winners of the 

Best	Restored	
Shores	(BRS)	
award on Sept. 14: 
Cooks Beach and 
Gandy’s Point in 
New Jersey, and 
Stratford Point 
in Connecticut. 
Beyond provid-
ing examples, an 
equally important 
objective of the 

awards is to help others plan, design, 
and implement superior shoreline 
restoration projects. 

Members from each winning de-
sign/implementation teams pulled out 
all the stops! Not only did each present 
their projects at the virtual National 
Coastal Conference with compelling 
visuals and innovative story telling; 
they teamed up together to compile 
advice to advance others capabilities 
and potential for success which was 
included in ASBPA’s Shore and Beach 
(Volume 88, No. 4). 

The	Best	Restored	Shores	Com-
mittee also welcomed two new mem-
bers in hopes of securing better rep-
resentation of Pacific and Great Lakes 
shorelines.  v

CUNNIFF

California Chapter
 

By KIM GARVEY, president

Like many groups, the California 
Chapter (aka California Shore 
and Beach Preservation Associa-

tion or CSBPA), was not as active as in 
previous years due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. We had been looking for-
ward to the ASBPA National Coastal 
Conference being held in California 
and, as you know, that was instead held 
virtually. The California State Science 
Fair was cancelled, so CSBPA was not 
able to provide awards at that event as 
we typically do. However, CSPBA was 
able to support some other awards and 
spent time thinking about 
how to best serve the 
California coastal com-
munity in 2021. 

Wiegel Scholar-
ship Winner: CSBPA 
established	the	Robert	L.	
Wiegel Scholarship for 
Coastal Studies in 2002 
and makes annual awards 
to students pursuing 
graduate level studies at a California 
university or college. The 2020 award 
winners are:

•	Ph.D. Candidate ($2,400): 
Boxiang Tang, UCLA, Numerical 
Simulation of Coastal Flooding from 
Multiple Factors.

•	Masters Candidate ($2,400) 
Federick Pinongcos, San Diego State, 
Using Chemical and Biological Mark-
ers to Track Anthropogenic Sources of 
Contamination	in	an	Urban	River	in	
Southern California.

The award also includes student 
membership in ASBPA (new this year). 
Keep up the good work, scholars! 

Joe Johnson Award: CSBPA 
has presented a Joe Johnson award 
since 1989 to recipients who work 
diligently to: a) support the many ac-
tivities and concerns of CSPBA and/or 

b) work to advance the knowledge and 
understanding of coastal science and 
coastal processes. 

The most recent recipient of the 
CSBPA Joe Johnson 
award was Jenny 
Dugan. Dr. Dugan 
is a researcher on 
the ecological value 
of beaches as an As-
sociate	Research	Bi-
ologist at the Marine 
Science Institute at 
UC-Santa Barbara. 

As a coastal marine ecologist, her 
primary research has focused on sandy 
beach ecosystems. She investigates 
many aspects of beach ecosystems and 
their associated food webs and func-

tions, from the bottom up 
effects of the deposition 
of macroalgal wrack as a 
major subsidy to expand-
ing the understanding of 
shorebirds as ecological 
indicators and predators 
in these open coast eco-
systems. Her research also 
evaluates the ecological 
impacts of a number of 

widespread human alterations to this 
ecosystem, including shoreline armor-
ing and beach grooming.

Congratulations to Dr. Dugan on 
her award. Special congratulations for 
being our first female award winner! 

ASBPA Corps Award: We are 
proud that the winner of the national 
2020 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
award	is	from	California	—	Joe	Ryan	
with the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers — Los Angeles District, Coastal 
Engineering Section. As anyone from 
the Southern California coastal com-
munity can attest, Joe has been an 
invaluable resource of coastal informa-
tion consistently for decades. 

Other activities: Some of our 
other CSBPA board activities include 
planning for a 2021 webinar series, 



Coastal Voice            1 4

 Continued on next page

Chapters....................................................................................................
 Continued from page 13

Benson.....................................................................................................
 Continued from page 13

development and future web posting 
of an Orville Magoon historic coastal 
photos collection, publication of tech-
nical journal articles, re-initiation of 
newsletters, and involvement of some 
awesome new (student and young) 
professionals. Check us out on our 
webpage http://asbpa.org/california/ to 
stay in touch. 

Central Gulf Coast 
Chapter
By BRET WEBB, president

Like most of the world in 2020, 
the Central Gulf Coast Chapter 
of ASBPA was forced to rapidly 

adapt to shifting paradigms in how we 
conduct our activities. Our regularly 
scheduled chapter lunch and learn 
meetings were quickly converted 
to web-based meetings. Dr. Scott 
Douglass, Jack Koban, Senator Mary 
Landrieu, and Tracy Wyman pro-
vided a diverse series of presentations 
on topics ranging from engineering 
design for sea level rise, to GOMESA 
funding and the activities of the 
Revenue	Sharing	Commission,	and	
even low impact development strate-
gies along the Gulf Coast. For more 
information about our chapter activi-
ties, and to watch any of the recorded 
webinars from 2020, please visit our 
chapter website: https://asbpa.org/cen-
tralgulf/.

Although our chapter had always 
offered a web-based option to virtually 
attend the lunch and learn meetings, 
they were seldom used and clearly 
people’s preference was to meet in 
person when able to do so. As a result, 
the shift to online-only meetings was 
not without some trepidation: keep-
ing our members and friends engaged 
with the chapter is of utmost impor-
tance! But how best to do that during a 
pandemic? Looking back now on 2020, 

our fears never materialized. 
With a total of nearly 200 attend-

ees at this year’s web-based lunch and 
learn meetings, our attendance more 
than doubled from 2019 to 2020. This 
speaks volumes about the engagement 
of our chapter members and friends 
and their ability--and willingness--to 
pivot with us in a changing world. I 
would also like to thank our Executive 
Committee and Board of Directors 
for remaining engaged and commit-
ted to chapter governance during a 
very challenging year. Your attendance 
and participation during the quarterly 
board calls were greatly appreciated!

Looking ahead to 2021, our chap-
ter is considering some subtle changes 
to our meeting schedule, frequency, 
and format. The popularity of this 
year’s web-based meetings suggests 
that there may be room to expand 
beyond our typical three-meeting-
per-year format by utilizing the online 
modality more often. In turn, the 
chapter leadership is considering new 
ways to directly engage with mem-
bers and friends within our region 
through expanded technical meetings 
and social events--once we are able to 
responsibly resume such activities. We 
are currently surveying our members 
to determine the level of interest and 
availability for a web-based technical 
workshop to be held early in 2021.

As a final note, our chapter is 
delighted to play host to the 2021 Na-
tional Coastal Conference to be held 
in New Orleans. We are holding out 
hope that the event will continue on 
as planned and that we will be able to 

reconnect with old friends, and hope-
fully make new ones, when we see each 
other in the Big Easy this fall (colloqui-
ally known as our second summer here 
in the South).

Great Lakes Chapter
By PETER TRAUX, president

The Great Lakes Chapter had a 
reduced presence in 2020 be-
cause of the Covid-19 epidemic, 

but our plans for 2021 are ambitious 
in terms of activating the Chapter and 
helping bring technical expertise and 
advocacy for the Great Lakes.

The Great Lakes Chapter will 
be holding its first monthly meeting 

via Zoom 
on January 
12, 2021 at 
12:30PM Cen-
tral. The meet-
ing is open 
to the public 
– use this 
link https://
us04web.

zoom.us/j/75427714408?pwd=M3Ur
VlhpaUFpaXl3K1F2N3gvbkdBQT09, 
Meeting ID: 754 2771 4408 / Passcode: 
x1g4WH 

The Great Lakes Chapter will 
also be hosting its first quarterly lunch 
and learn webinar, on the subject of 
shoreline protection projects in the 
Great Lakes, tentative date Feb. 23, 
2021. The presenter will be Peter Truax 
of W.F. Baird & Associates. An invita-
tion to the webinar will be finalized in 
January.

Anyone wishing to participate 
in the Great Lakes Chapter’s activi-
ties, there are openings on the Board. 
Please contact Peter Truax, Chapter 
President, for information, at ptruax@
baird.com. Volunteers in general are 
always welcomed as well.
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Hawaíi Chapter
By ANDREW WYCKLENDT, president

Aloha from the Hawaíi Chapter 
of ASBPA! The Hawaíi Shore 
& Beach Preservation As-

sociation (HSBPA) recently held our 
annual meeting that took place virtu-
ally December 17th and was followed 
by a series of virtual presentations 
December 18th. Our goals for 2021 
include engaging membership more 
fully, providing testimony and expert 
opinion on coastal projects, and devel-
oping social media and social out-
reach programs. We have three active 
committees that our members can be 
involved with: membership/outreach, 
legislative, and funding. 

Our plan for 2021 includes quar-
terly general membership meetings 
and bi-monthly committee meetings. 
Although we look forward to meeting 
in person again, virtual meetings will 
continue until CDC, state and county 
guidelines all clearly indicate that it is 
safe to return to normal operations. 
Our chapter has remained active 
throughout the pandemic and we are 
optimistic that individuals invited to 
attend our virtual meetings will be-
come active members in 2021. 

Mid-Atlantic Chapter
By MAURA BOSWELL, president

In keeping with the changing 
times of 2020, the Central East 
Coast (CEC) Chapter underwent 

a change and rebranded as the Mid-
Atlantic Chapter (MAC). Following 
feedback received from members and 

Chapters....................................................................................................
 Continued from page 14 stakeholders in 2019, it was deter-

mined that the large region of the 
CEC Chapter was not best serving our 
membership. This 
fall we officially 
focused our re-
gional boundaries 
to include Dela-
ware, Maryland, 
Virginia, and the 
District of Columbia and renamed the 
chapter to better identify the market 
we represent. New board members 
were elected, and planning has already 
begun for a series of webinars to be 
held in 2021.

Northeast Chapter
By DANIEL BARONE, president

Greetings from the Northeast 
Chapter of ASBPA! The North-
east Shore & Beach Preserva-

tion Association (NSBPA) is in the 
process of rescheduling 
our “Beneficial Use of 
Dredged Materials for 
Coastal	Resilience”	
workshop for 2021! 
While the pandemic 
certainly altered our 
plans for 2020, in 
addition to reschedul-
ing the planned 2020 
workshop NSBPA is partnering with 
MassFM (Massachusetts Flood plain 
Managers Association) for a New 
England-focused workshop focusing 
on coastal flood risk. Our Chapter 
Officers remain active, steadily grow-
ing our membership. Continuing as 
Chapter President is Dan Barone, 
Ph.D.,	now	an	Associate	Research	Pro-
fessor	at	Rutgers	University.	Our	other	
dedicated NSBPA Officers including 
Secretary Sarah Hamm from Dewber-
ry,	Treasurer	Richard	Weggel,	Ph.D.,	
and Vice Presidents Tom Herrington, 
Ph.D., from Monmouth University and 

Frances Bui from Jacobs/CDM Smith. 
Directors are Bob Hamilton, Douglas 
Gaffney. Jesse Baldwin, Kim McKenna, 
Rebacca	Haney	and	Tom	Thornton.	
Stay tuned for NSBPA news in 2021!

Student & New 
Professionals Chapter
By EVE EISEMANN, president

This year, the Students & New 
Professionals (SNP) group of 
ASBPA formally became a chap-

ter! This is one of the most notable 
SNP accomplishments of 2020, thus, 
it is important to recognize SNP’s first 
board of directors. The members who 
will serve on board along with their 
SNP leadership title and professional/
student affiliation are: 

President: Eve Eisemann (US-
ACE	ERDC)	

Vice President: Taylor Zimmer-
man (McLaren Engineering Group)

Social 
Chair: Maro 
Pontiki (Ph.D. 
student, 
University of 
Delaware)

Coastal 
Universities 
Guide Chair: 
Wendy Laurent 

(Taylor Engineering)
Treasurer: Jeremy Smith (Sea 

Grant State Fellow, California Coastal 
Commission)

University Chapter President(s): 
Nikki Zuck (Ph.D. student, Stevens 
Institute of Technology)

In addition to becoming a chap-
ter, SNP officially released the Coastal 
Universities Guide publicly (https://
asbpa.org/get-involved/coastal-univer-
sities-guide/). This tool is designed to 
help interested students find education 
opportunities in coastal science and 
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engineering. The tool is an interactive 
map displaying a growing database of 
universities offering coastal programs 
of study. 

Like many other events in 2020, 
the ASBPA National Coastal Con-
ference was held virtually. SNP was 
responsible for organizing games and 
entertainment for the conference 
during the presentation breaks. The 
games were a success, as many of the 
conference members joined the fun of 
playing Pictionary and trivia. The vir-
tual conference made it easier for more 
students to attend, which led to an 
increase in SNP members who joined 
the mailing list. Additionally, we are 
continuing to cultivate a relationship 
with the Young Coastal Scientists and 
Engineers (YCSEC) group. As the SNP 
Chapter continues to grow, we hope 
to reach more universities around the 
nation and provide a network and 
community for all coastal students and 
new professionals. 

Texas Chapter
By JERRY MOHN, president

The Texas Chapter of the ASBPA 
got off to a great start with 
our first meeting in January in 

Rockport.	The	Mayor	had	a	welcome	
presentation and we heard about the 
devastation from Hurricane Harvey 
in 2017 and the rebuilding of the City 
and area. The City Manager provided a 
presentation on the impacts of Hur-
ricane	Harvey	at	Rockport	and	the	
subsequent rebuilding and recovery 
efforts.	Damage	in	Rockport	was	
primarily from wind, not flooding or 
storm surge. Approximately 95% of the 
structures	in	Rockport	sustained	dam-
age. The hurricane caused two indirect 
fatalities. Although recovery efforts 
are	ongoing,	Rockport’s	economy	has	
begun to recover fairly well in many 

categories, including tourism.
We also heard from the Harbor 

Master of the Aransas County Naviga-
tion District, who provided a pre-
sentation	on	the	Little	Bay	Reefs	and	
Shoreline Protection Project. 

The Texas General Land Office 
(GLO) provided an overview of the 
CEPRA	(Coastal	Erosion	Planning	&	
Response	Act)	program	and	other	pro-
grams that provide funding for coastal 
restoration projects managed by GLO.

We announced and planned 
for our fifth symposium at the Harte 
Research	Institute	in	Corpus	Christi	
on March 31 with the theme “Improv-
ing Texas Shores and Beaches,” but as 
we got closer to the date and due to the 
coronavirus pandemic getting worse, 
we cancelled the meeting.

Each year the Texas Chapter has 
a partnering and collaborating fo-
rum with the Army Corps Galveston 
District, who handles the entire Texas 
coast. This would be our fifth partner-
ing and collaborating meeting with the 
Galveston District, and it was decided 
to have a virtual Webex meeting on 
Aug. 18. The attendance was great, and 
we heard at first from the Corps Com-
mander for the District who considers 
Texas as the Energy Coast. The Galves-
ton Mayor ProTem welcomed every-
one and talked about coastal programs 
initiated by the city. 

There were seven presenters from 
the Galveston District talking about 
various ongoing projects along the 
Texas Coast. One major presentation 
was the Coastal Texas Protection and 
Restoration	Feasibility	Study	of	a	pro-
posed 84-mile defense systems, mainly 
for the Houston Ship Channel, against 
storms that could cost $23 billion to 
$32 billion. 

The Texas ASBPA Chapter Board 
decided against another meeting for 
the remainder of 2020, but we did 
agree to have a virtual Zoom meeting 
in South Padre for mid-January 2021. 
Details to follow. This will be our an-
nual meeting with election of Board 
Members and Officers.  v

Membershp: ASBPA 2020 members
 Associations:
•	Florida	Shore	&	Beach	Preservation	

Association
•	Galveston	Park	Board	of	Trustees
•	HR	Wallingford
•	North	Carolina	Beach,	Inlet	and	

Waterway Association
•	Ocean	Village	Property	Owners	

Association 
•	Waikīkī	Beach	Special	Improvement	

District Association

 Coastal Stewards:
•	APTIM
•	GZA

 Corporate members:
•	ACT	Engineers	Inc.	
•	Applied	Technology	&	Management
•	Belaire	Environmental	Inc.
•	Coastal	Engineering	Consultants	Inc.
•	Creative	Pultrusion
•	CrowderGulf	
•	Coastal	Science	&	Engineering	Inc.
•	Dredging	Contractors	of	America
•	The	Dutra	Group
•	EA	Engineering,	Science,	and	
Technology	Inc.

•	Earth Balance
•	ESA
•	Flotilla	Tech
•	Freese	and	Nichols
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•	G.E.C.	Inc.
•	Gahagan	&	Bryant	Associates	Inc.
•	Great	Lakes	Dredge	&	Dock	Co.
•	HDR Engineering
•	LJA	Engineering	Inc.
•	Lloyd	Engineering
•	Luedtke	Engineering	Co.
•	Manson Construction
•	Moffatt	&	Nichol
•	Neel-Schaffer	Inc.
•	Olsen	Associates
•	SWCA	Inc.
•	T.	Baker	Smith
•	Tetra	Tech	
•	Thompson	Engineering
•	Van Scoyoc Associates
•	Weeks Marine

 Government members:
Alabama:
•	Town	of	Dauphin	Island
•	City of Gulf Shores
•	Town	of	Orange	Beach
California:
•	BEACON
•	California	Dept.	of	Parks	and	Recreation
•	Los Angeles County
•	Orange	County
•	Port San Luis Harbor District

Delaware:
•	Town	of	Bethany	Beach
•	Town	of	Bowers
•	Delaware	Department	of	Natural	
Resources	and	Environmental	Control

•	Town	of	Henlopen	Acres
•	Town	of	Rehobeth	Beach
Florida:
•	Brevard	County
•	Canaveral	Port	Authority	
•	Captiva	Erosion	Prevention	District
•	City of Delray Beach 
•	Lee County
•	City	of	Miami	Beach
•	City	of	Panama	City	Beach
•	Pinellas County
•	City of St. Augustine Beach
•	St. Lucie County
•	City of St. Pete Beach
Hawaii:
•	Hawaii	Department	of	Land	and	Natural	

Resources
Maryland:
•	City	of	Ocean	City
New York:
•	Town	of	Westhampton	Dunes
North Carolina:
•	Town	of	Bald	Head	Island
•	Town	of	Carolina	Beach
•	Carteret County

•	Town	of	Duck
•	Town	of	Nags	Head
•	Town	of	Oak	Island
•	Town	of	Ocean	Isle	Beach
•	Town	of	Surf	City
•	Town	of	Topsail	Beach
South Carolina:
•	City of North Myrtle Beach
•	Town	of	Hilton	Head	Island
Texas:
•	Brazoria County Shoreline Restoration 
Task	Force

•	City of Corpus Christi
•	Galveston	Park	Board	of	Trustees
•	City	of	Jamaica	Beach
•	City of Port Aransas
•	City	of	South	Padre	Island
Virginia:
•	City of Virginia Beach

 Individual Corporate/Small Business 
members:
•	Barrier	Beach	Preservation	Association	
•	C-2	Innovations	Inc.
•	Figure	Eight	Beach	HOA	
•	First	Coastal
•	Jersey Shore Partnership
•	Sand	n	Sea	Properties
•	Seahaven	Consulting

ASBPA’s 2020 National Coastal Conference
Editor’s Note: We want to acknowledge 
the work Cesar Espinosa, Dolan Ever-
sole, Doug George and Andrea O’Neill 
did in preparing for the live conference 
in Long Beach, California that ended up 
being virtual.

By GORDON THOMSON, CESAR 
ESPINOSA and LEE WEISHAR, 
National Coastal Conference chairs

As the saying goes, “When life 
throws you lemons, make 
lemonade.” Well, we’ve all been 

squeezing away this year, and ASBPA 
was no exception. The good news is 
the ASBPA’s National Coastal Confer-
ence team found the sugar jar and 
served up a refreshing and worthwhile 
break.

The historic conference had 
over 430 attendees, which included 77 

WEISHAR

THOMSON

ESPINOSA

students and 119 
attendees who were 
not previous ASBPA 
members. Once we 
recognized that the 
conference would 
have to be virtual, 
we shifted gears and 
mindsets to expand 
our participant list. 
The numbers and 
the feedback we 
have received from our participants 
support that this was a very successful! 

As always, ASBPA recognizes 
that, like shorelines, the world and our 
industry are constantly evolving. Thus, 
we developed a plenary that exam-
ined Coastal STEM diversity and how 
we can better encourage women and 
minority groups to recognize the op-
portunities and engage in coastal chal-

lenges. We had a panel on the impacts 
of Coronavirus and Beach Manage-
ment and presentations on the finance 
of beaches, risk and value. 

However, to move forward it’s 
helpful to look back and Kate Gooder-
ham, our retiring Managing Director, 
provided a 20-year retrospective. 

Initially, we were concerned that 
our coastal community would not be 
enthusiastic about presenting in an on-
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line format. Happily, we were wrong. 
Our loyal members and supporters 
embraced the virtual format. The con-
ference included 139 presentations on 
a wide range of topics from our popu-
lar beach nourishment, coastal struc-
ture sessions and regional sediment 
management sessions to coastal hazard 
mapping, green /grey infrastructure, 
resilience and coastal policy.

The National Conference could 
not have been the success that it was 

without the invalu-
able work of ASBPA’s 
fellow, Annie Mercer. 
Annie was in the 
trenches from begin-
ning to end, was 

instrumental in organizing the confer-
ence moderators, and was our guru in 
all things technical. Kuddos for a great 
job! 

In a year where we were con-
cerned that events might force our 
checkbook into the red, our sponsors 
stepped up and remained committed 
to ASBPA’s mission. Thus, we man-
aged to meet our revised revenue goals 
allowing ASBPA to continue to pursue 
some of our other goals. We cannot 
thank our sponsors and the spon-
sorship committee enough for their 
continued support.

While lemonade can be refresh-
ing, we are planning for a different 
beverage in 2021 when we return 
to New Orleans and meet again in 
person. We will be keeping some of 
the successful and popular parts of the 
conference (can I get a shout out to our 
poster session and games committee!) 
Our conference committee is set and 
already dreaming up some ideas for 
how to make this another memorable 
event.	Our	theme	is	“Geaux	Resilient!,”	
a salute to Louisiana’s past, present and 
future. It also reflects a perspective 
that many of us are embracing both 
personally and professionally. We hope 
to see you there!  v

 Awards
•	Morrough	P.	O’Brien:	Joan	Pope
•	Project	Award:	Mouth	of	the	Columbia	
River	Project

•	Robert	G.	Dean	Academic:	Dr.	Rusty	
Feagin

•	President’s	Award	–	Kate	Gooderham
•	Member	of	the	Year:	Shannon	Cunniff
•	Rising	Star:	Eve	Eisemann
•	Unsung	Hero:	Beth	Sciaudone
•	Student	Ed.	Award:	Johnathan	Wood
•	Coastal	Scholar:	Jaclynn	Turnbaugh
•	Student	Poster	Award:	Maro	Pontiki,

 Steering Committee 
•	Virtual	Co-Chairs:	Cesar	Espinosa,	
Gordon	Thomson,	Lee	Weishar

•	California	Co-Chairs:	Cesar	Espinosa,	
Dolan	Eversole,	Doug	George,	Andrea	
O’Neill,	

•	Sponsorship:	Brian	Caufield
•	Papers:	Lee	Weishar	and	Gordon	
Thomson

•	Poster:	Tiffany	Roberts	Briggs
•	Awards:	Katie	Brutsché
•	Volunteers: Nick Brown
•	Short Course: Lee Weishar
•	Technology:	Annie	Mercer	and	Beth	
Sciaudone

•	Games:	Eve	Eisemann	and	Taylor	
Zimmerman

 Conference sponsors
Platinum sponsor:	Great	Lakes	Dredge	&	
Dock Co.
Goodie bag sponsors:
•	Imprinted	buff	sponsor	:	South	Coast	

Engineers
•	Notepad	sponsor	:	Texas	Chapter	ASBPA
•	Hand	sanitizer	sponsor	:	HDR	

Engineering
•	Dry	bag	sponsor:	Moffatt	&	Nichol
Break sponsors:
•	Tuesday	break	:	Nortek
•	Wednesday	break	:	Woods	Hole	Group
•	Thursday	break	:	BOEM
•	Friday	break:	Integral	Consulting	Inc.
Gold session sponsors:
•	APTIM
•	Taylor	Engineering
•	USGS
•	CrowderGulf
Poster sponsor:	South	Padre	Island
Awards presentation sponsor: National 
Wildlife	Federation

Events: ASBPA 2020 National Coastal Conference
Board meeting sponsor:	The	Nature	
Conservancy
Student scholarships sponsor: Manson 
Construction
Short course sponsor: EA Engineering, 
Science,	and	Technology
AV sponsor:	Coastal	Science	&	
Engineering
General sponsors 
•	Applied	Technology	&	Management	Inc.
•	Coastal	Engineering	Consultants	Inc.
•	Coastal Protection Engineering
•	Coastal Strategies
•	Dutra Group
•	Eastman	Aggregates
•	Ecological	Associates	Inc.
•	Fenstermaker
•	Freese	&	Nichols
•	G.E.C.	Inc.
•	Geodynamics
•	McKim	&	Creed
•	Neel-Schaffer	Inc.
•	Norfolk	Dredging	Co.
•	RACE Coastal Engineering
•	Reef	Innovations
•	Restore	America’s	Estuaries
•	Royal	Engineers	&	Consultants
•	SEARCH	Inc.
•	TetraTech
•	Virginia Beach
•	Volkert	Inc.
•	Weeks Marine
•	West	Galveston	Island	Property	Owners	

Association

 Conference volunteers 
• Moderators: Patrick Barrineau, Brian 
Caufield,	Nancy	MacPhee,	Bethany	
Kraft,	Brandon	Hill,	Tom	Herrington,	Bret	
Webb,	Peter	Seidle,	Joan	Pope,	Jessica	
Winterwerp, Lee Weishar, Cheryl Hapke, 
Margarita	Kruyff,	Kiki	Patsch,	Katie	
Brutsche, 

• Speaker Wranglers	(student	volunteers):	
Nicholas	Brown,Ty	Briggs,	Jyothirmayi	
Palaparthi,	Michael	Priddy,	Johnathan	
Woodruff,	Adam	Behr,	Brooke	
Rumbaugh,	Jacob	Adam,	Mathieu	Vallee,	
Kyle	Shaver,	Raquel	Valdes,	Cristal	
Espinosa, Kelsey Carpenter, Elizabeth 
Winter,	Peyton	Posey,	Sean	McQuagge

• Wizards (technical	coordinators):	Annie	
Mercer,	Beth	Sciaudone,	Jacob	Adam,	
Lesley	O’Hara,	Mathieu	Vallee,	Ken	
Gooderham
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And pivot... a 
summary of the 
2020 ASBPA 
Coastal Summit
By BRIAN CAUFIELD, MARGARITA 
KRUYFF, and MIKE MCGARRY; 2020 
Coastal Summit Co-chairs

I want to say a big THANK YOU 
to all who stayed with us through 
these trying times. When Margar-

ita, Mike, and I agreed to be co-chairs 
for the Coastal Summit; we never 
expected that we would be doing this 
in a virtual environment. Thank you 
specifically to our Managing Directors 
Kate and Ken Gooderham, Executive 
Director Derek Brockbank, and As-
sociation President Tony Pratt as they 

showed tremendous 
leadership and 
courage in making 
the decision to take 
the Coastal Sum-
mit into the virtual 
realm.

That was eas-
ily the best ASBPA 
virtual coastal 
summit that I ever 
attended. It was also 

the first, but it exceeded many expecta-
tions. We feared attendees not being 
able to join, panelists deciding last 
minute they could not be there, and a 
multitude of AV issues as we suddenly 
drained all the bandwidth of our home 
internet providers. But we managed to 
pull off one of the best pivots ever seen.

Day 1 was led by Margarita 
Kruyff and her cats, as she managed 
the challenges of working from home. 
Speaking of challenges, make sure that 
you participate in the U.S. Coastal 
Research	Program’s	Coastal	Manage-
ment Challenges survey, it is avail-
able through their website at https://
uscoastalresearch.org. ASBPA’s Science 

KRUYFFCAUFIELD McGARRY

Events: ASBPA 2020 Coastal Summit
 Steering Committee 
Brian	Caufield,	Margarita	Kruyff,	Mike	
McGarry, Lee Weishar, Julie Rosati, Katie 
Brutsche,	Dan	Adams,	Nick	Brown,	Joan	
Pope, Annie Mercer

 2020 Coastal Summit Awards 
•	Coastal	Advocate:	Congressman	Peter	
DeFazio	(OR)

•	Friend	of	the	Coast:	Senator	Bill	Cassidy	
(LA)

•	Friend	of	the	Coast:	Senator	Brian	
Schatz	(HI)

•	Corps	of	Engineers	Award:	Joseph	Ryan	
(Los	Angeles	District)

•	Federal	Agency	Award:	Tucker	Mahoney	
(FEMA)

 2020 Coastal Summit Sponsors 
Reception/food sponsor: Great Lakes 
Dredge	&	Dock
Notebooks sponsor:	Texas	Chapter	
ASBPA

Bag sponsor: Manson Construction
Awards sponsor:	Crowder	Gulf
Lanyard sponsor: HDR Engineering
AV sponsor:	Norfolk	Dredging
Charging station sponsor: Coastal 
Science	&	Engineering	Inc.
Mobile site sponsor:	Galveston	Park	
Board	of	Trustees
Handbook advertisers:
•	Marinex	Construction	
•	The	Dutra	Group
•	Town	of	South	Padre	Island,	TX
General sponsors:
•	GZA
•	Lee County VCB
•	City	of	Miami	Beach,	FL
•	North	Carolina	Beach,	Inlet	and	

Waterway Association
•	South Coast Engineers
•	Taylor	Engineering
•	City of Virginia Beach, VA
•	West	Galveston	Island	Property	Owners	

Association

Director Nicole Elko is looking to hear 
from you! Day 1 included a panel with 
two members of the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers speaking on the complex-
ities	of	their	Benefit	Cost	Ratio.	It	was	
interesting to hear from them on why 
the approach is taken and what matters 
most in the analysis -- and the fact that 
the policy in place goes back to the 
Reagan	administration!	

We also had a great summary of 
the Local Funding for Coastal Proj-
ects as ASBPA Fellow Annie Mercer 
had Ken Willson tell a story of success 
from the Atlantic coast, followed by 
Marc Beyeler tell us a success from 
the Pacific coast, and Shannon Cun-

niff brought us home with thoughts of 
bonds! Our final panel was chaired by 
Margarita and looked at Natural Infra-
structure. Dr. Stewart Farrell brought 
us through several examples of dune 
and beach performance during Sandy, 
while Moushumi Chaudhury told us 
about insuring reefs in Mexico. 

Katie Carpenter gave us an 
interesting look into how people are 
currently looking at projects with re-
spect to costs and needs and reminded 
us that the friction of change needs to 
be reduced to move projects. Although 
one of her best bullets was “The virus 
has taught us, that if you wait to act 
until you see the physical impact, it 
will be too late to stop it.” This senti-
ment is so true for those of us in the 
coastal space who know that we can-
not wait to last minute to protect our 
shores. 

Day 1 ended with our Key Note 
speaker	Rear	Adm.	Gallaudet	of	
NOAA. He spoke on NOAA’s stra-
tegic plan moving forward and how 
they want to push ocean science and 
technology leveraging the usage of Big 

 Continued on next page
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Nominations due 
Jan. 22 for 2021 
Summit awards

Nominations are now open for 
the ASBPA Congressional 
awards, Congressional Staffer 

award, Federal Agency award, Corps 
award, and Friend of the Coast Media 
award to be presented during the Vir-
tual Coastal Summit on March 23-25. 
The deadline is Jan. 22, 2021

 Congressional awards in-
clude “Coastal Advocate” — ASBPA’s 
highest award, a lifetime achievement 
award — and “Friend of the Coast,” 
for shorter term or more project-
specific contributions. Any ASBPA 
member may nominate one or more 
Members of Congress for the awards.

 The Congressional Staffer 
award will be given to a single staff 
member for his or her efforts both to 
promote beach preservation and to 
facilitate project requests in the past 
legislative session.

 The Federal Agency award 
will be given to a single staff member 
for his or her efforts to promote beach 
preservation.

 The Corps award honors a 
member of the Corps of Engineers 
who contributed to the cause of beach 
management and preservation. For the 
most part, these are people from the 
districts who make projects happen. 

 And the Friend of the Coast 
Media award will be given to a me-
dia outlet for exceptional coverage of 
coastal news.

Nominations are due at the ASB-
PA offices no later than Jan. 22, 2021, 
and may be submitted using the online 
form at www.asbpa.org. The nominator 
will need to be in attendance to present 
the award. For questions, e-mail us at 
managing@asbpa.org.  v

Data as well as private partnerships. 
So much of America’s Blue Economy 
relies on the quality of this data. He 
quoted that if you summed up the 
GDP in the coastal and Great Lakes 
states, it is the 3rd largest GDP in the 
world. We were all excited that the day 
ended without a hitch… even Mar-
garita’s cat jumped for joy as the day 
ended.

Day 2 was led by Brian Caufield. 
We began by celebrating our four 2019 
Best	Restored	Beach	Winners:	Cami-
nada Headlands, LA; Duval County, 
FL; South Padre Island, TX; Waypoint 
Park Beach, WA. Each 
project is a great example 
of what can be done to 
develop healthy coast-
lines. Hillary Stockdon, 
USGS, gave us a brief out-
line on the U.S. Coastal 
Research	Program	and	
told us about the field 
experiment During Near-
shore Event Experiment 
(DUNEX). This study 
is important in growing 
our current state-of-the-
science and some of the 
experiments are being designed based 
on the outcomes of the Coastal Man-
agement Challenges survey. 

Lisa Larimer, EPA, introduced 
the ASBPA membership to EPA’s Office 
of Water. The work this office performs 
is important to ASBPA’s mission of 
healthy shorelines as it focuses on the 
water quality standards and testing 
performed. Lisa also gave us the stag-
gering fact that 80% of aquatic trash 
comes from land-based sources! Brian 
Caufield then led a panel speaking on 
the use of offshore leases for coastal 
resilience comprised of Greg Grandy, 
LA	CPRA,	and	Jill	Hamilton,	Senator	
Whitehouse’s office. Greg spoke on the 
importance of GOMESA on deliver-
ing coastal projects in LA and how the 
states Coastal Master Plan ensures that 

the funds provided by the offshore 
lease are used to the best of their abil-
ity. 

Jill Hamilton then broke the 
news to ASBPA membership as she 
talked about the Opening Federal 
Financial Sharing to Heighten Op-
portunities	for	Renewable	Energy	Act	
of	2020	(OFFSHORE)	which	was	filed	
on March 12 to the Senate Commit-
tee	on	Energy	and	Natural	Resources.	
This Act looks to GOMESA as an 
example and is aimed to give offshore 
leases related to renewable energy 
to states so that they can be used for 
coastal projects. The Act also looks 

to take a percentage of 
the lease fees and target 
them to the National 
Oceans and Coastal 
Security Fund, with an 
additional percentage 
be provided to the states 
as in GOMESA. ASBPA 
looks forward to track-
ing this bill and hope 
that our membership 
will support it.

Tucker Mahoney, 
FEMA, spoke of the es-
tablishment of the Build-

ing	Resilient	Infrastructure	and	Com-
munities program that will be the 
new grant mechanism for mitigation. 
Samantha Brooke, USFWS, spoke 
about the USFWS Coastal Program, 
there are exciting grant opportunities 
there that ASBPA membership can 
take advantage of such as the Na-
tional Coastal Wetlands Conservation 
Grant Program. Day 2 ended with 
an activity that usually takes place 
on the Hill as we had a joint briefing 
with the Coastal States Organization 
from staffers on the Transportation & 
Infrastructure Committee, Environ-
ment & Public Works Committee, 
Commerce Committee, and Natural 
Resources	Committee.	Each	staffer	
showed that Washington can work in 
this new virtual environment.  v

Summit..............................................................
 Continued from page 19
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FRIEND

The Coastal Zone Foundation 
(CZF) is pleased to announce 
that Dr. Patrick L. Friend has 

earned the designation of Certified 
Coastal Practitioner™ (CCP) profes-
sional credential. 

Earning the 
CCP designation 
distinguishes Dr. 
Friend as having 
a broad knowl-
edge base and 
understanding of 
the interrelation-
ships that exist 
among different 
coastal profes-
sions. 

Dr. Friend 
is an interna-
tional coastal and marine scientist, 
geologist, and business strategist with 
Integral Consulting Inc. He has more 
than 20 years of experience in project 
management and delivery for both the 
governmental and private sectors. His 
primary areas of scientific expertise 
include bio-sedimentology, sediment 
transport, and coastal geomorphology. 
Dr. Friend’s expertise as an economic 
geologist encompasses opportunity 
screening, strategic planning, probabi-
listic risk assessment, asset evaluations 
and acquisitions, quality assurance, 
and due diligence.

Dr. Friend has consulted exten-
sively for port and harbor authorities, 
and coastal stakeholders. He spent 
eight	years	as	a	Research	Fellow	at	the	
University of Southampton’s world-
renowned National Oceanography 
Centre, where he was scientific lead on 

three large, multidisciplinary European 
Union projects. He spent 10 years in 
the global offshore energy industry, 
working in multiple countries as a se-
nior geologist and senior basin analyst. 
He returned to coastal and marine sci-
ence in 2016, and is presently manag-
ing and developing projects in the Gulf 
of Mexico, Latin America and West 
Africa.

To earn the CCP credential, 
candidates must complete a series of 
10 short courses offered by the Coastal 
Zone Foundation in cooperation with 
ASBPA. The CCP program provides 
participants with multidisciplinary 
instruction on comprehensive coastal 
management and defines the body of 
knowledge, which reflects best practic-
es for coastal practitioners. Dr. Friend 
says, “this is a great certification pro-
gram that clearly defines best practices 
for coastal zone management - I can 
thoroughly recommend it to all coastal 
professionals.”

The Coastal Zone Foundation 
was formed in 1984 with the purpose 
of advancing scientific and related 
engineering and planning knowledge. 
Please visit coastalzonefoundation.org 
to learn more.  v

CZF honors Dr. Patrick Friend as  
newest Certified Coastal Practitioner

Certified Coastal Practitioners TM

Certified previously: 
Reuben	Trevino,	Derek	Brockbank

Certified in 2020: 
Matthew	Stovall,	Brandon	Hill,	Eric	Rosina,	

Kristina	Boburka,	Patrick	Friend

Call for nominations: 

ASBPA’s 2021 Best 
Restored Beaches 
awards due April 30

ASBPA is seeking nominations 
for	the	Best	Restored	Beaches	
Award to recognize beach 

renourishment projects. This award 
honors	the	Best	Restored	Beaches	in	
America annually to help build aware-
ness of the value of America’s restored 

beaches. The award-
winning projects 
on America’s open 
shoreline and on the 
Great Lakes’ shore-
lines could include:

•	Beach and shoreline renourishment 
project on open coastlines 

•	Dune restoration and dune building 
projects

•	Coastal resiliency projects with a 
sandy beach or dune component

•	Inlet management and regional sedi-
ment	management	(RSM)	projects	
including beach placement

•	Beach and shoreline projects on 
open coastlines with structures that 
enhance the performance of beach 
renourishment projects

The intensity of the storms that 
have been hammering our coasts have 
been increasing. It has been proven 
that high dunes and wide beaches 
are the best defenses to minimize the 
impacts of erosion and flooding from 
severe storms. “Many seasonal or new 
residents of beach communities do not 
realize that their beach was built and 
has been maintained over the years. 
It is important that everyone realize 
the time and effort that is required to 
maintain this critical resource” says 
Tony Pratt, President of ASBPA. 

Continued public support for 
restoration is crucial and often difficult 
to maintain when restoration projects 
become successful and routine. ASBPA 
encourages nominations from estab-

 Continued on next page
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lished, as well as new, projects for the 
2021	Best	Restored	Beaches	Award.

The Committee will evaluate the 
nomination based on your responses 
to these questions. Please feel free to 
expand on or describe in more depth 
what efforts were required.

To meet submission deadlines, all 
nominations must be sent electroni-
cally to Bestrestoredbeach@asbpa.org 
by April 30, 2021. Go to http://asbpa.
org/about-us/awards-program/ to sub-
mit your nomination . A nomination 
checklist is available at www.asbpa.org. 
We encourage all applicants to use this 
form to make sure their application is 
complete. 

Nomination packages must con-
tain the following:

•	Nominator’s	contact	informa-
tion.

•	The	name	and	contact	informa-
tion for the nominee’s public affairs 
specialist.

•	Project	location	map.
•	The	name	of	the	project	man-

ager and the construction contractor. 
•	Project	narrative,	including	the	

following:
— Effectiveness and purpose. 
— Design features including 

constraints and challenges.  
— Construction methods. 
— Funding. 
•	Several	professional-quality	col-

or photographs of the restored beach 
with release. Include before-and-after 
restoration photographs.

•	A	statement	about	why	you	
consider	this	project	is	Best	Restored	
Beach in the United States. 

•	Quantified	outcomes	(benefits	
resulting from the successfully execut-
ed project) are especially helpful.

Please include beach nourish-
ment data for your current project, 
and historic beach nourishments, to 
include volume (cubic yards), cost, 
and length of shoreline restored. Your 
project will be added to our online 
geodatabase: https://gim2.aptim.com/

ASBPANationwideRenourishment/
Winners will be notified in 

advance. ASBPA will prepare press 
releases to notify the media of the 
winner. Winners must agree to provide 
press releases to their local media and 
arrange for a representative to be pres-
ent at the 2022 ASBPA Coastal Summit 

Nominations.............................................................................................
 Continued from page 21 in Washington, DC, or participate in 

the virtual Coastal Summit in order to 
accept the award. 

All materials submitted will 
become property of ASBPA and will 
not be returned. Upon written request, 
a nomination from 2020 that was not 
chosen can be carried over to 2022.  v

Gold sponsor

Bronze sponsors

Silver sponsors

Silver sponsors

— Thanks to our 2021 ASBPA Coastal Summit sponsors —
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Wading  
Into New 

Waters

2021 ASBPA Coastal 
Summit... just the facts:
Chairs: Brian	Caufield,	Lynette	Cardoch	
and	Jack	Koban

Committee Leaders:
•	Joan Pope — Agency	Advocacy	Visits
•	Nick	Brown	—	Awards
•	Dan	Adams	—	Sponsorship
•	Lee Weishar — Short Course
•	Annie	Mercer	—	Technology
•	Breaks/Games	—	Eve	Eisemann

Agency visits:
Meetings with coastal agencies:
ASBPA	is	arranging	virtual	advocacy	
meetings	with	agencies	such	as	NOAA’s	
Office	of	Coastal	Management,	BOEM,	
USGS,	and	USACE.	The	Coastal	Summit	
registration	form	provides	you	with	
opportunity to sign up for one of these 
meetings	based	on	available	space.	The	
agenda	and	discussion	items	for	these	
meetings	will	be	determined	ahead	of	time;	
you	are	encouraged	to	provide	you	input	
and	actively	participate	in	these	meetings,	
but	if	you	have	a	very	specific	topic	to	
address	with	an	agency,	we	encourage	
you	to	have	a	separate	meeting.

Meetings with Members of 
Congress and Hill staff:
ASBPA	will	not	be	setting	up	meetings	
with	individual	congressional	member	
offices.	We	strongly	encourage	you	to	
reach	out	to	Members	of	Congress	to	set	
up	virtual	meetings	with	your	Senators	and	
Representatives,	in	coordination	with	the	
Coastal	Summit.	

Short courses:
ASBPA	and	Coastal	Zone	Foundation	
(CZF)	have	teamed	up	together	to	
present a series of short courses 
as	modules	for	the	Certified	Coastal	
PractitionerTM	credential.	 CZF	will	present	
the	Government	Operations	module	on	
Tuesday,	April	6,	from	noon	to	4	p.m.	CZF	
will	present	the	Communications	module	
on	Wednesday,	April	7,	from	noon	to	4	
p.m.	 Professional	development	certificates	
will	be	awarded	to	those	who	successfully	
complete	these	module.	You	can	sign	up	
as	part	of	your	Coastal	Summit	registration	
or	directly	at	https://coastal-zone-
foundation.org/	.

Registration fees before March 15: 
$250/member ■ $370/nonmember

 ASBPA Non-ASBPA Student Student
 member member* member non-member*

Until	midnight	March	15	 $250	 $370	 $75	 $100
March	16	 $300	 $420	 $75	 $100
Short	Course	 $100	 $100	 $75	 $75

Send	checks	or	government	purchase	orders	to	
ASBPA,	11940	Palba	Way	#5102,	Fort	Myers,	FL	33912.	

To	be	officially	registered,	payments	must	be	received	by	March	17,	2021.
Deadlines:	Cancellation	with	refund: March 17, 2021 ($50	cancellation	fee)

*	Registration	fee	includes	2021	ASBPA	membership.

Sponsorships are available...full details at www.asbpa.org

	Online	registration	at	Asbpa.org/conferences/2021-summit-reg	
	Online	sponsorships	at	Asbpa.org/conferences/2021-summit-sponsors	 

Join	us	for	three	days	of	policy,	technology	and	advocacy	online 
Information	at	www.asbpa.org.	•	Draft	program	available	Jan.	23	

—	Schedule	—
Tuesday, March 23,	1-5	p.m.	(Eastern)

Wednesday, March 24,	1-5	p.m.	(Eastern)
Thursday, March 25,	1-5	p.m.	(Eastern)

Advocacy	meetings	with	federal	agencies:	TBD

Certification	Short	Courses:
Tuesday	April	6,	noon-4	p.m.	(Eastern)	—	Government Affairs	module	
Wednesday,	April	7,	noon-4	p.m.	(Eastern)	—	Communications	module

—	Find	Out	More	—
Send	an	email	to	managing@asbpa.org	or	Derek.Brockbank@asbpa.org

Online:	www.asbpa.org


