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PRATT

By TONY PRATT,  
ASBPA President

ASBPA has just concluded the 
2021 Virtual Coastal Sum-
mit as we go to press on this 

issue. I would like to thank all those 
who had a hand in making our sec-
ond Virtual Coastal Summit a suc-
cess — from our generous sponsors, 
speakers, and numerous committees, 
to co-chairs Lynette Cardoch, Brian 
Caufield and Jack Koban for spear-
heading our program each day. 

Thanks also to the Students 
and New Professionals Chapter for 
providing creative game breaks when 
Zoom gloom could have set in. And 
special thanks to Annie Mercer, 

Nick Brown and 
the Pickels for 
serving as tech 
support “elves” 
behind the 
scenes. 

As we 
enter the spring 
season, our 
search for a new 
leader of ASBPA 
continues. The 
hiring commit-

tee is reviewing applications after the 
March 31 deadline, and we plan to 
begin interviews soon. I look for-
ward to announcing our new execu-
tive director by early summer. Happy 
Spring to all.  v

CZF virtual short 
courses April 6-7

The Coastal Zone Foundation 
(CZF) is offering two half-day 
virtual short courses following 

the ASBPA 2021 Coastal Summit. 
On Tuesday, April 6, “Gov-

ernment Operations” will be led 
by Aram Terchunian, First Coastal, 
from noon to 4:00 p.m. This intro-
ductory course will present basic 
concepts in government operations, 
and will review the structure of fed-
eral and state government and how 
they work, including how authorities 
are granted, the federal budget pro-
cess, and basic regulatory programs. 
The local and federal government 
structure and the budgeting process 
will also be discussed. Additionally, 
the module will present the best way 
to effectively communicate your 
message to elected officials so you 

can advance your project through 
the bureaucratic maze.

 On Wednesday, April 7, 
“Communication” will be led by 
Shannon Cunniff, Shannon Cunniff 
Consulting, and Niki Mann, Florida 
Gulf Coast University, from noon to 
4:00 p.m. This introductory course 
will present the basic concepts of 
effective communication and col-
laboration providing participants an 
understanding of communication 
goals, stakeholders and audiences, 
delivery and tools. It also provides 
hands-on examples of how to effec-
tively communicate with a variety of 
media, peers, and government agen-
cies. A highly interactive session, this 
will feature problem-solving drawing 
on participants’ own experiences. 
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These courses are intended for 
coastal practitioners, professionals, 

consultants and 
representatives 
from govern-
ment agencies and 
nongovernmental 
organizations. 
New profession-
als and students 
are encouraged to 
attend. The short 
course topics are 
modules that are 
offered in partial 
completion of the 
Certified Coastal 
PractitionerTM 
(CCP) program. 
The complete 
program consists 
of 10 modules 
offering a broad, 
multidisciplinary 
platform of knowl-
edge for current 
and prospective 
coastal profession-
als and providing 
an introductory 
look at the various 
areas of coastal 
expertise that are 
crucial to suc-
cessful and sound 
coastal manage-
ment. Please email 
coastalzonefoun-

dation@gmail.com to register. https://
coastal-zone-foundation.org.

Special thanks to Cashman 
Dredging for sponsoring the 2021 
Coastal Summit Short Courses.  v

ASBPA is seeking nominations 
for the Best Restored Beaches 
Award to recognize beach 

renourishment projects. This award 
honors the Best Restored Beaches in 
America annually to help build aware-
ness of the value of America’s restored 
beaches. The award-winning projects 
on America’s open shoreline and on 
the Great Lakes’ shorelines could 
include:
•	Beach and shoreline 

renourishment project 
on open coastlines 

•	Dune restoration and 
dune building projects

•	Coastal resiliency 
projects with a sandy 
beach or dune compo-
nent

•	Inlet management and regional sedi-
ment management (RSM) projects 
including beach placement

•	Beach and shoreline projects on 
open coastlines with structures that 
enhance the performance of beach 
renourishment projects

The intensity of the storms that 
have been hammering our coasts have 
been increasing. It has been proven 
that high dunes and wide beaches 
are the best defenses to minimize the 
impacts of erosion and flooding from 
severe storms. 

“Many seasonal or new residents 
of beach communities do not realize 
that their beach was built and has been 
maintained over the years. It is impor-
tant that everyone realize the time and 
effort that is required to maintain this 
critical resource” says ASBPA Presi-
dent Tony Pratt. 

Continued public support for 
restoration is crucial and often difficult 
to maintain when restoration projects 

Think your beach is the best? 2021 Best 
Restored Beach nominations due April 30

become successful and routine. ASBPA 
encourages nominations from estab-
lished as well as new projects for the 
2021 Best Restored Beaches Award.

The committee will evaluate the 
nomination based on your responses 
to these questions. Please feel free to 
expand on or describe in more depth 
what efforts were required.

To meet submission deadlines, 
all nominations must 
be sent electronically 
to bestrestoredbeach@
asbpa.org by April 30, 
2021. Go to http://asbpa.
org/about-us/awards-
program/ to submit your 
nomination. A nomina-
tion checklist is available 

at www.asbpa.org. We encourage all 
applicants to use this form to make 
sure their application is complete. 

Please include beach nourish-
ment data for your current project, 
and historic beach nourishments, to 
include volume (cubic yards), cost, 
and length of shoreline restored. Your 
project will be added to our online 
geodatabase: https://gim2.aptim.com/
ASBPANationwideRenourishment/

Winners will be notified in 
advance. ASBPA will prepare press 
releases to notify the media of the 
winner. Winners must agree to provide 
press releases to their local media and 
arrange for a representative to be pres-
ent at the 2022 ASBPA Coastal Sum-
mit in Washington, DC, or participate 
in the virtual Coastal Summit in order 
to accept the award. 

All materials submitted will 
become property of ASBPA and will 
not be returned. Upon written request, 
a nomination from 2020 that was not 
chosen can be carried over to 2022.  v

TERCHUNIAN

CUNNIFF

MANN
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Gold sponsor

Bronze sponsors

Silver sponsors

Silver sponsors

Thanks to our  2021 
ASBPA Coastal Summit sponsors 
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Nothing but 
winners at 2021 
Coastal Summit 
mini-games
By: MARO PONTIKI, Social Chair 
of SNP Chapter and U-Delaware 
graduate student  
and EVE EISEMANN, President of 
SNP Chapter and ERDC researcher

Three virtual mini-games were 
held during the 2021 Coastal 
Summit with absolute success! It 

was great to see more than 22 enthusi-
astic engineers and scientists engaging 
and contributing their answers during 
the afternoon breaks. The participants 
answered a series of multiple-choice 
questions on coastal science, 
policy, technology and ad-
vocacy, and designed beach-
related prompts. 

The first Trivia game on 
March 23 was presented by 
Marissa Torres with Jeremy 
Smith providing technical 
support. Gordon Thomson, 
Nick Brown, Kim Garvey 
and Jennifer Steele all tied 
for first place! On March 24, 
Brian Caufield and Gordon Thomson 
represented Team A and Team B in the 
Pictionary game. They demonstrated 
their creativity and were recognized 
as the most avid players of this break 
session! Team B obtained 13 points 
and beat Team A with a difference of 
3 points. The game was organized by 
Amanda Tritinger and Maro Pontiki. 

The second Trivia game took 
place on March 25, the last day of the 
Coastal Summit, and was organized by 

Wendy Laurent and Nikki Zuck (who 
acted as Face and Tech moderators 
respectively). During the game, there 
were many exciting changes to the 
leaderboard keeping the race close, but 
in the end, Nick Brown and Gordon 
Thomson took the win — tying for 
first place. They were closely followed 

by a four-way tie for second 
place and a three-way tie for 
third place. 

The Students & New 
Professionals (SNP) chapter 
supports the mini-games 
to promote networking and 
create a fun and creative 
atmosphere for attendees of 
ASBPA events. We would 
like to thank all the wonder-
ful people who participated 

in the game break sessions. You all did 
fantastically! Many thanks to our game 
sponsors: Ducks Unlimited, Norfolk 
Dredging, Moffatt & Nichol, HDR and 
the Texas ASBPA Chapter. Without 
you, we could not have achieved this. 

SNP would love to hear your sug-
gestions for future activities and looks 
forward to receiving questions that can 
be integrated into our games. To reach 
out, please send us an email at asbpa.
snp@gmail.com.  v

SNP Chapter 
launches new 
podcast series 
By MARO PONTIKI, Social Chair 
of SNP Chapter and U-Delaware 
graduate student,  
and MARISSA J. TORRES, ERDC 
researcher

We are positively thrilled to 
announce the launch of our 
podcast show in coopera-

tion with ASPN-U (American Shore-
line Podcast Network–University)! 
Each episode will focus on highlight-
ing research and projects related to 
coastal science and coastal engineering 
undertaken by students and young 
professionals. 

It’s a show about sharing stories 
to promote the work occurring at out-
standing coastal universities, broaden 
the network of the participants, and 
uncover new research possibilities, 
crossovers, and gaps. It’s a once-a-
month show in an interview format 
where students, faculty members and 
young professionals are queried by the 
co-hosts and may debate with a diverse 
group of panelists. 

The first episode will launch on 
May 12 with hosts Marissa J. Torres, 
Jonathan Miller, Ph.D., and Heather 
Wade. The content will be available on 
https://www.coastalnewstoday.com/
all-podcasts, and on podcast listen-
ing apps. The stories can be consumed 
while doing something else and, if you 
miss one, we’ll have it uploaded on 
https://asbpa.org/members/students-
new-professionals/. 

If you want to support us — sub-
scribe, leave a review, and share the 
news on your social media accounts. 
We are excited about sharing science 
and listening to your story! #JoinUs 
#StayTuned  v
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The American Shore & Beach 
Preservation Association, in 
cooperation with the Coastal 

Zone Foundation, announces the Call 
for Abstracts for its 2021 National 
Coastal Conference, Sept. 28-Oct. 1 in 
New Orleans, LA. We are excited to be 
back in person!

ASBPA is the nation’s first or-
ganization to promote science-based 
policies for the preservation of coastal 
areas. The theme of the 2021 confer-
ence, “Geaux Resilient,” continues to 
broaden our focus across the entire 
physical coastal and estuarine system. 
The National Coastal Conference 
provides an opportunity for coastal 
stakeholders and managers to develop 
collaborative networks to promote best 
management practices, while learn-
ing the latest science, engineering, and 
policy needed to maintain and im-
prove the health of our beachfront and 
estuarine shorelines and ecosystems. 

Technical, policy-oriented, and 
coastal floodplain resource and flood 
risk management presentations or 
posters are invited for a broad range 
of coastal & estuarine ecology, science, 
engineering, economics, and policy. 
Specific topics include, but are not 
limited to:
•	 Beach restoration and management
•	 Coastal design concepts and proj-

ects
•	 Green/grey infrastructure and living 

shorelines
•	 Regional comprehensive coastal 

studies
•	 Lessons learned from storms and 

extreme events
•	 Coastal & estuarine modeling
•	 Coastal hazard mapping & analysis 

tools
•	 Sea level rise guidance, planning, 

and policy
•	 Lagoon, wetland, marsh, and estu-

ary restoration
•	 Regional sediment management
•	 Economics of coastal resources
•	 Federal, state, and local coastal 

policy, regulatory and legal issues
•	 Sand source availability and sand 

rights
•	 Coastal infrastructure management 
•	 Resiliency and adaptation policy
•	 “Nuisance flooding” and urban 

flooding challenges
•	 Lessons and issues in coastal com-

munication and outreach
Presentations may be Power-

Point or poster format. Abstracts (up 
to 500 words) are due by May 1, 2021. 
Submit abstracts via the online form 
by visiting our Future Meetings page at 
https://asbpa.org/conferences/future-
meetings/. Posters are due Aug. 20, 
2021. Presenters are responsible for 
their expenses including travel, lodg-
ing, and registration fees. 

Meet the conference co-chairs 
We welcome Katie Brutsché, 

Eddy Carter, and Gordon Thomson 
as the co-chairs for the “Geaux Resil-
ient” National Coastal Conference to 
be held in New Orleans, LA on Sept. 
28-Oct. 1, 2021. Katie, Eddy and Gor-
don serve the ASBPA on the board of 
directors. This trio of leaders also have 
long standing commitments to, and 
work within, the Gulf Coast region and 
they will be supported by the ASBPA 
Central Gulf Coast Chapter to formu-
late a stellar program.

Please understand the health and 
well-being of all who attend events 

ASBPA National Coastal Conference abstracts due May 1
sponsored by ASBPA is a top priority. 
Due to the ever-changing nature of the 
COVID-19 virus and treatments ac-
cepted by medical authorities, we will 
continue to monitor local, state, and 
CDC protocols during the planning 
process. We look forward with great 
enthusiasm to the planning and imple-
mentation of the National Coastal 
Conference this fall season.

Dr. Kather-
ine Brutsché is a 
Coastal Geologist 
with the USACE 
Coastal and Hy-
draulics Labora-
tory in Vicks-
burg, MS. As the 
Deputy Program 
Manager, Na-
tional Regional 
Sediment Man-
agement (RSM) 
Program, she as-
sists the Program 

Manager in working with USACE Re-
search, Development, and Technology 
Programs, Districts, stakeholders, and 
partners to improve the management 
and use of sediments across coastal, 
inland, and estuarine projects and 
systems. RSM and EWN are collabora-
tive efforts implementing sustainable 
solutions to increase economic, envi-

ronmental, and 
social benefits 
nationwide.

Eddy 
Carter, P.E., is a 
graduate of LSU 
and a Senior 
Environmental 
Engineer at Gulf 
South Research 
Corporation 
(GSRC) based 
in Baton Rouge, 
LA. He has over 

38 years in project/program manage-
ment of IDIQ contracts for numer-

BRUTSCHÉ

CARTER
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ous federal and state agencies. Areas 
of expertise include: dredge material 
management, water and sediment 
quality analysis, navigation channel 
maintenance, coastal protection/flood 
risk reduction, environmental impact 
assessment (NEPA) and wetland/
marsh creation along the Gulf coast 
and South Atlantic coastal regions.

Gordon Thomson is Associ-
ate Principal at W.F. Baird & Associ-
ates. He has designed, permitted, and 
constructed a wide array of beach 
nourishment, marsh restoration, and 
coastal structure projects along the 
Atlantic and Gulf coasts. Mr. Thomson 

THOMSON

Blue Flag launch  
set for September 
By ANNIE MERCER, 
Program Coordinator

Blue Flag staff presented the first 
Quarterly Report on the pro-
gram to the ASBPA Board at its 

March meeting. The report included 
updates on management, pilots, opera-
tions, and busi-
ness plans. We 
have continued 
to hold monthly 
committee meet-
ings, submitted 
materials for the 
international jury 
meeting in April, 
and hosted or 
participated in 
several interna-
tional operator 
meetings. The 
program has started preparing pilots 
for meeting criteria by putting on 

MERCER

workshops and creating tools to help 
communities find ways to meet cri-
teria. We are preparing for a national 
launch in conjunction with the Na-
tional Coastal Conference in Septem-
ber. The next step will be to review the 
operational plan and build infrastruc-
ture to help staff solicit, receive, and 
manage applicant information. 

Staff continues to work with 
partners and present to stakeholders. 
If you are interested in learning more 
about Blue Flag and how you can help 
partner or participate, contact Annie 
Mercer by email at annie.mercer@
asbpa.org or check out the webpage at 
https://asbpa.org/get-involved/blue-
flag-pilot-program/.  v

has developed 
numerous reports 
and federal docu-
ments combining 
coastal principles 
and numerical 
modeling. He is a 
licensed profes-
sional engineer in 
eight states and 
is accredited by 
COPRI as a Dip-
lomate in Coastal 
Engineering. He 

also serves ASBPA as Vice President 
for Member & Chapter Relations.   v

What’s in the next 
Shore & Beach?

Check your inbox/mailbox for 
the latest Shore & Beach: Win-
ter 2021. The first thing you’ll 

notice is the amazing photo on the 
cover, the Grand Prize winner of the 
2020 ASBPA Photo Contest, “Beach 
Cusps at Seabright Beach” by Marcel 
Peliks. The rest of the contest winners 
are included in the issue’s pages for 
your enjoyment. 

Notably, our first article about 
COVID-19 and beaches, “Sand and 
Social Distancing: A UAS study of 
Galveston, TX beach attendance dur-
ing COVID-19” by Benjamin Ritt, 
Glenn Jones, and David Retchless, 
appears in this issue. Other articles in-
clude two that examine coastal changes 
over decadal timescales. “Quantifying 
interior coastal marsh degradation at 
two North Carolina marshes,” by Faith 
Johnson and Alejandra Ortiz uses sat-
ellite data to assess expansion of water 
areas over the time period from 1983 
to 2016. The Coastal Observations 
piece “Rapid development and coloni-
zation of a UK sand dune system”, A.T. 
Williams discusses the rapid expansion 
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ASBPA’s annual 
photo contest 
welcomes entries

The editors of Shore & Beach an-
nounce the ASBPA’s 14th annual 
photography competition! The 

contest highlights the beauty and natu-
ral wonders of America’s magnificent 
coasts as part of celebrating more than 
85 years of continuous publication of 
Shore & Beach. 

Any photographs depicting the 
coastal zone including, but not limited 
to, beaches, bluffs, marinas, wetlands, 
marine life, recreational facilities, and 
engineered projects as long as they 
include the setting in which they were 
built. Winning photographs may be 
used as cover art on Shore & Beach. 
Photographs must have been taken 
since January 1, 2021. Photographs can 
be full-color, black and white, sepia, 
or colorized in one of the following 
categories: U.S. East Coast; U.S. Gulf 
of Mexico Coast; Caribbean (Puerto 
Rico, U.S. Virgin Islands); U.S. Pacific 
Coast and Alaska; U.S. Great Lakes; 
and Pacific 

Each participant may submit 
up to three (3) photographs total and 
include name, address, occupation, 
business affiliation, photo titles, date 

taken and category. Photographers 
may submit all entries in a single cat-
egory or select different categories, as 
long as the total does not exceed three 
photographs. 

Participants are to send electron-
ic files in JPEG, TIFF or BMP format 
to contest@ASBPA.org. VERTICAL-
format photographs are highly pre-
ferred. Horizontal photographs can be 
submitted, but if chosen as a cover shot 
are subject to editing at the discretion 
of Shore & Beach. 

Deadline for submitting entries is 
11:59 p.m. ET on October 1, 2021. 

Winner in each category will 
have their name and 
photograph printed in 
either Shore & Beach or 
the “Coastal Voice” e-
newsletter, or both. 

A Grand Prize will 
have their photograph 
printed on the cover of 
Shore & Beach and re-
ceive a one-year annual 
membership renewal to 
ASBPA. 

The competition is 
open to all (except ASB-
PA staff and immediate 
family members).  v

of a dune system following the aban-
donment of a coastal caravan site. In 
less than 3 decades, the 13.4 hectare 
park has been converted to vegetated 
dunes, some up to 4 meters high. 

Much more rapid change is dis-
cussed in the paper “Revealing geo-
morphic changes after the occurrence 
of a seismic event on the south coast 
of Puerto Rico,” by Kevián Pérez-Va-
lentín, Maritza Barreto-Orta, Aurelio 
Castro, Alfredo Montañez-Acuña, and 
Nahir Cabrera-Valentín. Between 29 
December 2019 and 10 February 2020, 
the southern Puerto Rico coast was 
shaken by a sequence of earthquakes, 
ranging in magnitude from 2.5 to 6.4. 
This paper looks at coastal changes 
that occurred over the 43-day period 
of seismic activity. Major changes were 
up to 15 cm of subsidence, permanent 
inundation of low-lying lands, soil 
liquefaction and lateral spreading, 
landslides, collapse of coastal arches, 
changes to coastal cliffs, inland migra-
tion of the shoreline and damage to 
coastal infrastructure. 

This issue concludes with an 
interview of our 2020 Morrough P. 
O’Brien Award Winner, Joan Pope, 
conducted by Julie Rosati. We know 
you will enjoy the insights and reflec-
tions presented in the interview.   v

Next............................
 Continued from page 6
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Best Restored Shore awards call now open
By SHANNON CUNNIFF,  
Shannon Cunniff Consulting,  
and PETER SEIDLE, Applied 
Technology and Management

It’s April! Expect to see spring flow-
ers and ASBPA’s call for nomina-
tions for the Best Restored Shores 

Award (https://asbpa.org/about-us/
awards-program/). Our intent behind 
offering this award 
is to recognize and 
encourage contin-
ued expansion of a 
greater diversity of 
shoreline restora-
tion projects that 
preserve, protect 
and enhance 
coastal habitats 
and their resilience 
to climate change. 

This year we continue 
to seek shoreline restoration 
projects from U.S. coasts 
(West, East, Gulf, and Great 
Lakes) and US protectorates 
and territories. ASBPA has 
added “urban waterfronts” 
to the call’s list of projects 
to ensure that everyone understands 
these projects are also appropriate 
and very welcome. We continue to 
seek projects that involve coastal back 
bays or large freshwater lakes; sea-
grass, shellfish, coral reef, and other 
submerged habitats; wetlands, man-
groves, and other intertidal habitats; 
living shorelines; and beneficial use of 
dredged material.

In the call for nominations, we’ve 
placed more emphasis on projects that 
have substantially completed construc-

CUNNIFFSEIDLE

tion by 2019. Projects with innovative 
design and/or construction methods, 
implemented at a scale relevant to the 
challenges, with evidence that they 
achieved project’s purposes as dem-
onstrated with monitoring or other 
evidence, will be favored.

The nomination process is inten-
tionally designed not to be burden-
some. It’s short and straightforward 

and it should not 
take very long for 
someone familiar 
with your project 
to put it together.    

ASBPA real-
izes the creativity, 
dedication, perse-
verance it can take 
to conceive, design, 
and implement 
shoreline restora-

tion projects and we want to 
recognize your efforts and 
successes and help you share 
your expertise! Winners 
of the 2021 Best Restored 
Shores will be able to strut 
their stuff and toot their 
horn. 

Not only does ASBPA encourage 
media coverage, we will continue to 
use social media to get the word out. 
Awards are formally given at the Na-
tional Conference and we’ll organize a 
panel for award winners to share their 
experiences and advice. Last year’s 
winners also contributed to a piece in 
ASBPA’s journal, Shore and Beach. 

So start thinking about projects 
to nominate. Even if you don’t have 
one this year, help us spread the word 
and encourage others to apply.  v

 April 26-27: NCBIWA Spring 
Meeting, The Islander Hotel, Emerald 
Isle, NC. More information at www.
ncbiwa.org.  v

CONFERENCES

CHAPTER NEWS
 California: The California 

Chapter will host its second event 
of their 2021 Webinar Series — The 
Changing Sediment Landscape & Fu-
ture of California’s Shores and Beaches. 
The second event will be on April 
29th and will focus on Economics. 
Check the California Chapter webpage 
CSBPA 2021 Webinar Series (asbpa.
org). (https://asbpa.org/2021/02/15/
csbpa-2021-webinar-series/)

 Texas: The ASBPA Texas 
Chapter, in cooperation with ASCE 
Texas COPRI Chapter, announces a 
Save the Date on Thursday, April 22, 
for the 2021 Coastal Symposium. 
Due to the ongoing uncertainty with 
COVID-19 and out of an abundance 
of caution, the Symposium will be 
virtual this year and is scheduled from 
12:30pm to 4:30pm CT. The Sympo-
sium will provide an opportunity for 
both COPRI (Coasts, Oceans, Ports, 
and Rivers Institute) and ASBPA mem-
bers to engage with our Texas coastal 
experts. The presentations will be 
15-minutes with 5 minutes Q&A and 
will cover topics to include: Coastal 
Beaches/Bays, Coastal Agencies/Ini-
tiatives, TX COPRI (Coasts, Oceans, 
Ports, & Rivers), ASBPA Blue Flag 
Initiative.  v


