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ASBPA’s first hybrid 
National Coastal 
Conference a hit!
By: LESLIE PICKEL, 
ASBPA Managing Director

Our BIG thanks to our co-
chairs Katie Brutsche, Eddy 
Carter and Gordon Thom-

son for leading this year’s National 
Coastal Conference Steering Com-

mittee. 
This was 

a year of many 
firsts to be cel-
ebrated! We re-
ceived the most 
abstract sub-
mittals to date, 
from which we 
presented for the 
first time seven 
concurrent ses-
sions over a day 

and a half in a hybrid platform on 
our new mobile app Whova to over 
500 in-person and virtual attendees! 

From all of us at ASBPA, we 
say THANK YOU to our sponsors, 
exhibitors, presenters, and attendees 
— without you, these historic mile-
posts wouldn’t be possible. And to 
the incredible “tiny but mighty” staff 
— you make all the work rewarding 
and fun!  v

LESLIE PICKEL

Bravo! Recognizing ASBPA‘s 2021 
professional & student award winners

Our sincerest of thanks to 
Nick Brown, Ph.D. candidate 
at Florida Atlantic Univer-

sity, for serving as our Awards Chair 
for ASBPA’s 2021 National Coastal 
Conference. Special thanks also to 
Cashman Dredging & Marine Con-
tracting for sponsoring the awards 
program and congratulations to all 
our stellar award recipients this year! 

ASBPA’s highest honor, the 
Morrough P. O’Brien Award, was 
presented to Dr. Scott Douglass, 
founder and president of South 
Coast Engineers, for his 40+ years of 
work to preserving, protecting and 
enhancing beaches, shores, and other 
coastal resources through the effec-
tive application of science, engineer-
ing, and policy. 

The Robert G. Dean Coastal 
Academic Award was presented to 
Dr. Bret Webb, professor of Civil En-

gineering at the University of South 
Alabama, and vice president of South 
Coast Engineers.

The Robert L. Wiegel Coastal 
Project Award recipient was the 
Louisiana Sediment Management 
Plan presented to Syed Khalil and 
Greg Grandy of the Coastal Protec-
tion and Restoration Authority. 

The inaugural Gooderham 
Media and Communications Award 
was presented to the American 
Shoreline Podcast Network’s Peter 
Ravella and Tyler Buckingham.

The Unsung Hero Award 
was presented to Annie Mercer in 
recognition of her tireless efforts as 
ASBPA’s Program Coordinator to the 
Blue Flag Program and her leader-
ship directing the technology of 
three previous virtual conferences, 
our first hybrid conference, along 

From left: ASBPA Managing Director Brad Pickel, O’Brien Award winner Dr.Scott 
Douglass and Dean Award winner Dr. Bret Webb.
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u Platinum sponsoru Gold sponsors

u Silver sponsors
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u Bronze sponsors

u Exhibitors

u Charging stations

u Program sponsor
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Welcome to our 
newest ASBPA 
board members

During the 2021 Annual Meet-
ing in New Orleans, the 
membership voted to affirm 

our slate of new of board members. We 
are pleased to welcome Marc Beyeler, 
Derek Brockbank, Brandon Hill and 
Karina Johnston.

Marc Beyeler is Executive Direc-
tor and Science Director for the Beach 
Erosion Authority for Clean Oceans 
and Nourishment (BEACON) in Ven-
tura, CA. BEACON is responsible for 
regional sediment management and 
coastal adaptation planning along the 
California Coast in Santa Barbara and 
Ventura counties.

Derek Brockbank is Executive 
Director of Coastal States Organiza-
tion, which represents the nation’s 
Coastal States, Territories, and Com-
monwealths on ocean, coastal, and 
Great Lakes issues. With two decades 
of experience in Washington DC, Der-
ek is connecting state coastal manage-
ment programs with federal agencies 
and resources to address the greatest 
coastal challenges facing society.

Brandon Hill is Coastal Re-
source Manager for the City of Galves-
ton, TX. Brandon’s Green Belt in Six 
Sigma practices and experience in 
private consulting, municipal govern-
ment, and a NASA-funded academic 
research lab provide him a unique per-
spective that complements his focus on 
holistic natural resource management.

Karina Johnston is Science Di-
rector for The Bay Foundation in Los 
Angeles, CA, and is Director of Pro-
grams for Loyola Marymount Univer-
sity’s Coastal Research Institute. Karina 
is a coastal marine scientist with ex-
pertise in implementing nature-based 
solutions to improve coastal resilience 
from climate impacts such as sea level 
rise and erosion, through beach and 
dune restoration projects.  v

Phill Roehrs, navigating a 68-foot boat through the Falkirk Wheel in Scotland.

By: TONY PRATT, ASBPA President 
and LEE WEISHAR, VP of External 
Communications

Think waaaay back, if you can, to 
2003: 

• The Tampa Bay Bucca-
neers were the Super Bowl champs, the 
Florida Marlins won the World Series, 
and the New Jersey Devils clinched the 
Stanley Cup.

• Basketball legend Michael Jor-
dan retired. 

• Inflation was at a 37-year low 
of 1.3%, unemployment was 6.0%, and 
the retail price for a gallon of gas aver-
aged $1.59.

• Thomas English Muffins were 
$1.99 for a 12-pack, blueberries were 
$1.99 per pint, and Hellman’s Mayon-
naise was $1.99 for a 32-ounce jar.

• A 2003 Ford Ranger cost 
$8,995.

• Most people graduating college 
this year were three years old.

• And Phill Roehrs joined the 
ASBPA board of directors that fall. 

We honor and celebrate Phill’s 
18-year tenure with ASBPA with 

First Vice President Phillip Roehrs:

Celebrating 18 years of service to ASBPA 
reflections on a few key highlights of 
Phill’s contributions to this organiza-
tion. 

The City of Virginia Beach was 
kind enough to share Phill’s extensive 
intelligence and talents with us for 
nearly two decades. Phill was always 
an excellent voice for local govern-
ments engaged in major Corps beach 
projects. He contributed insights from 
his city’s lobbyists which were enlight-
ening and sometimes different from 
what we heard from other lobbyists.

He was always a solid volunteer 
for the harder jobs and stuck with an 
issue until it was resolved. His role, not 
only on the Board but also on the Ex-
ecutive Committee, was significant in 
all the ASBPA important decisions for 
over a decade and a half. He brought 
strong team leadership into our midst, 
which was most useful as we strived to 
function as an integrated team from 
our widely separated geographic loca-
tions. 

Phill was one who people gravi-
tated toward. He enjoys people and his 
ingratiating persona helped make new 
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members to ASBPA and the Board feel 
right at home. Always ready for a sit 
down with others after hours, usually 
with his diet coke and Jack (or two or 
three), a smile and a humorous story 
to share. He is good company and we 
have enjoyed many social hours with 
him. That laugh!! Quick to rise out of 
him and from deep inside. We won’t 
forget it. 

There is one particularly memo-
rable story to share: In addition to 
all the strong contributions he made 
to ASBPA, one day in Houston at the 
very end of November 2010, he also 
managed to acquire the endearing 
nickname of Splat!! 

The ASBPA Executive Commit-
tee was holding a multi-day planning 
retreat in the offices of one of our 

By: NICOLE ELKO, 
ASBPA Science Director 

ASBPA is helping to address top 
management challenges in 
coastal communities across the 

Southeast U.S. High-tide flooding has 
become a major concern to tourism-
based and residential coastal commu-
nities. A widespread network of water 
level monitoring stations is needed to 
improve coastal resilience.

ASBPA’s five-year “Southeast 
Coastal Communities Water Level 
Observation System” project has been 
funded by SECOORA (Southeast 
Coastal and Ocean Observing Region-
al Association), which is a member of 
the U.S. Integrated Ocean Observing 
System, and part of NOAA.

ASBPA is leading one of four 
teams selected to create a new regional 
water level network. The project will 
engage 40 of ASBPA’s member com-

ASBPA helps launch the Southeast Coastal 
Communities Water Level Observing Network

munities to install low-cost sensors 
to fill gaps between federal tide sta-
tions. ASBPA is seeking funding to 
expand this project on a national scale.

“Commu-
nity demand for 
local water-level 
data has exceed-
ed expectations,” 
said Dr. Nicole 
Elko, ASBPA 
Science Direc-
tor. “Managers 
have elected to 
install sensors 
on their estua-
rine shorelines, 
where chronic and episodic flooding is 
most severe.”

The project will provide real-time 
water level data, tide predictions, and 
flooding alerts to coastal communi-
ties. The data will be used to plan for 
and respond to flood emergencies and 

design resilience strategies for sea-
level rise and the projected increase in 
flooding. 

ASBPA is collaborating with Ho-
honu, Inc., a technology startup that 
provides environmental water level 
monitoring to help communities adapt 
to climate change.

“We’re excited to participate in 
the SECOORA project with ASBPA,” 
said Linda Laird, chair of the Captiva 
(FL) Community Panel’s Sea Level 
Rise Committee. “The closest NOAA 
gauge is 25 miles away on the Caloo-
sahatchee River near Fort Myers. Now 
Captiva has real-time data on water 
levels.”

As the water level sensors are 
installed, data will become available 
online at Hohonu’s website. Sign up 
for a free account to view the data and 
community-defined critical elevation 
thresholds. Ultimately, data will be ac-
cessible on SECOORA’s website.  v

ELKO

member organiza-
tions (which shall 
remain nameless). 
The lobby area of 
this office was full 
of glass walls, pro-
viding for an open 
feel to folks arriv-
ing there. The lobby 
and those clear 
glass walls were im-
mediately adjacent 
to the large board-
room where we were working. 

On the second day, having all 
gone out for lunch, we were strag-
gling back into the boardroom. As 
Phill came in, he failed to notice the 
glass wall directly in his way. So, while 
waving or gesturing to someone, he 
walked, at full speed and face first, into 

that glass wall. The sound was hor-
rendous to those of us already in the 
boardroom. It was sort of a “splat!!” 
sound — hence his nickname. 

As is often the case with orga-
nizations ASBPA has gone through 
trying times on occasion. Phill has 
always risen to meet these challenges 
as the true leader that he is. He never 
shied away from the tough issues or 
the tough times. He has been a “go-
to” guy always and we cannot say in 
words how deeply we appreciate all he 
contributes to the success of ASBPA. 
Readily speaking up on EC and Board 
meetings and often being our gut 
check on decision making. His input 
was always insightful, thoughtful, and 
passionate. 

Thank you, Phill, for an ASBPA 
“career” well served.  v

ROEHRS
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The SNP has a new podcast 
called “Going Coastal,” ad-
dressing all things coastal for 

current and emerging coastal profes-
sionals across the nation, co-hosted by 
Heather Wade, Jon Miller, and Marissa 
Torres. Listen wherever you get your 
pods and tune in and enjoy.  v

Blue Flag workshop 
completes last step 
of implementation
By: ANNIE MERCER, 
Program Coordinator

Blue Flag USA held its National 
Workshop in conjunction with 
the National Coastal Confer-

ence in New Orleans. Completion of 
a successful workshop fulfills the last 
step of implementation of the Blue 
Flag program in a new country. We 
are continuing to work with our pilot 
sites and partners to bring pilots into 
compliance 
with award 
criteria and 
look forward 
to accept-
ing their full 
applications 
once ready.

The 
workshop hosted speakers on criteria 
topics such as environmental manage-
ment and accessibility, hazards to hu-
man health and safety, engaging with 
visitors through education, pollution 
management, and water quality. Infor-
mation on the award process was also 
presented. Self-assessments for beaches 
interested in starting the award process 
are live. Please contact our Blue Flag 
staff for access instructions.

The Blue Flag program will 
continue to hold workshops on topics 
related to sustainable beach manage-
ment and program interest areas. Keep 
your eyes open for more information 
and let us know of any topics you are 
interested in learning more about. 

For more information on the 
Blue Flag program contact Annie Mer-
cer by email at annie.mercer@asbpa.
org.  v

Dedicated issue 
focuses on marsh 
enhancement
By: BETH SCIAUDONE, 
Managing Editor

Be on the lookout in your mail-
box and inbox for the next issue 
of Shore & Beach, Volume 84, 

Number 4. This issue is dedicated to 
building coastal resilience via marsh 
enhancement and was guest edited by 
Ram Mohan, Candice Piercy, and Tim 
Welp. The issue focuses on innovative 
techniques to enhance marshes includ-
ing thin-layer placement of dredged 
material. The authors are subject mat-
ter experts, and this issue is not to be 
missed! 

One of the guest editors, Tim 
Welp, passed away before the issue was 
completed, and he is remembered for 
his many contributions to the field. 

Articles in this issue include:
• Thin layer placement for marsh 

enhancement: Planning, design, 
construction, and monitoring consid-
erations

• Tidal marsh restoration at 
Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge, 
Maryland: A case study in thin-layer 
placement

• Enhancing marsh elevation 
using sediment augmentation: A case 
study from southern California, USA

• Evaluating direct and strate-
gic placement of dredged material 
for marsh restoration through model 
simulations

• Incorporation of coarse-
grained dredged material into marsh 
and shoreline restoration projects in 
coastal New Jersey

• Engineering and design of the 
Lightning Point Shoreline Restoration 
Project in Bayou La Batre, Alabama

• Restoration of estuarine wet-
lands using thin cover placement: A 
pilot application in Brunswick, Geor-
gia

• Can sea level rise help us re-
store coastal wetlands? The hydrologic 
restoration of the Slop Bowl, Brazoria 
National Wildlife Refuge, Texas.  v
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SNP Chapter: 

Recognizing and promoting students and 
young professionals in coastal engineering
By: MARY OLSEN, Coastal Carolina University Graduate Student; 
KYLE RUMAKER, University of South Alabama Graduate Student; and 
MARO PONTIKI, Social Chair of SNP Chapter, University of Delaware Graduate Student

My name is Mary Olsen, and 
I am a first-year master’s 
student at Coastal Carolina 

University in the Coastal Marine and 
Wetland Studies program. I attended 
my undergraduate at Coastal Carolina 
University as well, where I obtained 
my bachelor’s degree in Marine science 
with an Applied Mathematics minor in 
Spring 2021. 

I am currently pursuing my 
master’s degree under Dr. Angelos 
Hannides, a marine biogeochemist. 
I worked with Dr. Hannides as an 
undergraduate student, as well as a 
graduate student currently. 

I performed an honors thesis 
research project as an undergraduate, 
in which, we examined anthropogenic 
runoff from isolated identifiable point 

discharges and their nutrient concen-
trations in order to better describe the 
number of nutrient inputs into Single-
ton Swash and Whitepoint Swash. 

Water quality in the Grand 
Strand area is directly influenced by 
human activities and therefore it is 
imperative that we better understand 
the effects we are having on our coastal 
water quality. 

My undergraduate thesis can 
be found at https://digitalcommons.
coastal.edu/honors-theses/409 titled 
“Isolated Point Discharges into Coastal 
Swashes as Nutrient Sources to Coastal 
Waters.” My ASBPA poster can be 
found at https://asbpa.org/wp-content/
uploads/2021/09/Poster_Final_
MaryOlsen.pdf titled “Nutrient Inputs 

Mary Olsen: 

Studying chemical & biological cycling of nutrients in coastal areas

Kyle Rumaker: 

Investigating nearshore hydrodynamics and morphodynamics

My name is Kyle Rumaker and 
I am a first-year master’s 
student at the University 

of South Alabama. I grew up on the 
coast of New Jersey and instantly fell 
in love with the beach. For the past 
seven years I was a beach lifeguard in 
Strathmere, NJ. There, I was able to 
observe coastal hydrodynamics and 
beach morphological changes every 
day that sparked my interest in why 
these changes were occurring. 

I completed my bachelor’s in 
Civil Engineering from the University 
of Delaware, where I completed a se-
nior thesis on optimizing the location 
of dredged sand placement to slow 
coastal erosion under the supervision 

of Dr. Jack Puleo. Currently, I attend 
the University of South Alabama 
where I am pursing my master’s degree 
in Civil Engineering with a concentra-
tion in Coastal Engineering. 

My research now focuses on the 
examination of hydrodynamic and 
morphodynamic processes taking 
place in coastal areas where invasive 
sea grass species are present, with advi-
sor Dr. Brett Webb. Besides investigat-
ing the beach accretion and erosion 
physics, I am also interested in learn-
ing more about nature-based solutions 
that can help preserve the shores and 
barrier island systems.

Once I finish my master’s degree, 
I plan on going out in the work force 

or expanding my research in Coastal 
Engineering. I leave all doors open to 
interesting opportunities that may ap-
pear near the end of my studies!  v
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By: JACK KOBAN, 
ASBPA CGC Board Member

On Oct. 12, 2021, the Central 
Gulf Coast Chapter of ASBPA 
joined the Baton Rouge 

Branch of the American Society of 
Civil Engineers and the Louisiana En-
gineering Society to host 2020 ASBPA 
Congressional Friend of the Coast 
Award Recipient, Senator Bill Cassidy 
(R-LA). 

In the joint luncheon, Senator 
Cassidy provided an update on his ef-
forts with the bipartisan Infrastructure 
bill also known as the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA), high-
lighting that it’s important to “be in 
the room” to ensure that infrastructure 
needs are met. High on the list of those 
needs, the Senator noted resiliency 
for areas such as coastal communities 
that have been negatively impacted by 
flooding and hurricanes in the past five 
years. He pointed to the Storing CO2 
and Lowering Emissions (SCALE) Act 
which has been incorporated into the 
IIJA and how it will promote decar-

and their Modification by Coastal 
Swashes across a Sandy Shoreline.” 

We hypothesize that non-point 
sources, including groundwater inputs, 
may play a larger role in nutrient load-
ing in the coastal zone. The next stage 
of our study will focus on capturing 
seasonal rates of discharges of both 
point sources and non-point sources 
and their nutrient concentrations, in 
contrast with those of coastal ocean 
waters, to better determine their role 
in nutrient loading within the coastal 
zone. Moreover, we will study the role 
of photosynthesizers, such as micro-
phytobenthos and submerged aquatic 
macroalgae, in ameliorating the 
observed nutrient loads entering this 
coastal zone.

I am very excited to be starting 
my master’s degree at Coastal Carolina 
University under an incredible advisor. 
I think that water quality is such an 
important factor that interfaces across 
a multitude of platforms, both scien-
tific and societal. After my master’s 
degree I hope to continue work with 
water quality.  v

Senator Bill Cassidy talks infrastructure 
& coastal resiliency with ASBPA and ASCE

bonization measures such as carbon 
capture and sequestration. 

Dr. Cassidy next discussed the 
Reinvesting in Shoreline Economies 
and Ecosystems (RISEE) Act, which he 
has co-authored with Senator Sheldon 
Whitehouse (D-RI), and if passed will 
bolster the Gulf of Mexico Energy Se-
curity Act (GOMESA) which currently 
represents the single most important 
recurring funding stream for coastal 
restoration projects for energy-produc-
ing states of the Gulf Coast. The RISEE 
Act would also establish a revenue 
sharing model in the mold of GOME-
SA for states housing offshore wind 
developments with a portion of those 
royalties reserved for sustainability 
projects in adjacent coastal states. 

Following the approximately 
15-minute legislative update, Senator 
Cassidy opened the floor for a 45-min-
ute interactive dialogue with attendees 
to round out the approximately hour-
long event. Additional Information 
can be found at: https://www.cassidy.
senate.gov/imo/media/doc/RISEE%20
Act%20Bill%20Text.pdf.  v

Save the Date: 

ASBPA Coastal Summit
March 22-24, 2022
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with many other behind the 
scenes ASBPA work projects. 

The Rising Star Award 
was presented to Dr. Ange-
los Hannides. Angelos is an 
Associate Professor of Marine 
Science at Coastal Carolina 
University.

The Nicholas Kraus 
Coastal Scholar Award was 
presented to Michael Priddy. 
Mike is a Masters student at 
Florida Atlantic University 
and will serve an internship 
with ASBPA’s Science & Tech-
nology Committee. 

The Student Coastal 
Advocate Award was present-
ed to Brennan Banks. Brennan 
is an undergraduate student 
at the Florida Institute of 
Technology and will serve an 
internship with ASBPA’s Gov-
ernment Affairs Committee. 

The Student Education 
Award was presented to Adam 
Behr. Adam is a Masters 
student at NC State University.

The Member of the Year 
award was presented to the 
Massachusetts Beach Nourish-
ment Database Update Team 
for their hard work and dedi-
cation updating the ASBPA 
Beach Nourishment Database. 

Finally, the best Student 
Poster Awards went to Cas-
sandra Everett of the Universi-
ty of Delaware, “Testing living 
shoreline elements under ship 
wake forces on an estuarine 
island,” and Boluwatife Owo-
eye with New York University, 
“The United States response 
to new emission abatement 
technology in the maritime 
shipping industry.”  v

Above: Unsung Hero winner Annie 
Mercer (right) with Leslie Pickel. 
Left: Rising Star winner Dr. Angelos 
Hannides (center) with Dr. Nicole Elko 
and awards chair Nick Brown.

Above: The 
Wiegel Project 
Award-winning 
team from 
the Louisiana 
Coastal 
Protection and 
Restoration 
Authority. Left: 
ASPN’s Peter 
Ravella (right) 
and Tyler 
Buckingham 
(left), with Derek 
Brockbank.
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Top left: Kraus Coastal Scholar Award winner Michael Priddy (right) with Nick Brown and Dr. Nicole Elko. Top right: Sudent Education 
Award winner Adam Behr (center) with Dr. Beth Sciaudone and Nick Brown. Below left: Coastal Advocate Award winner Brennan Banks 
(right) with Brad Pickel. Below right: Dr. Bret Webb (kneeling) with some of his current and former students who were attending the 
conference. Bottom: The Students & New Professionals Chapter hosted a picture-perfect social mixer overlooking the Mississippi River 
in New Orleans on Sept. 30, full of networking, fun, food and games. 


