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By: BRENNAN BANKS, Florida
Institute of Technology, ASBPA
Government Affairs Intern

T

he 2022 ASBPA Coastal Summit is just around the corner,
and I couldn’t be more excited! My first ASBPA Coastal Summit was in 2019 during my freshman
year. As a student volunteer, I had
the privilege of moderating presentations and participating in an advocacy meeting with the U.S. Department of Interior — Bureau of Ocean
Energy Management (BOEM). The
Summit was a fantastic experience
for me to learn more about the field
and inspired me to concentrate my
studies around coastal engineering
and policy.
This past fall, I was awarded the
Coastal Advocacy Award at the 2021
Coastal Conference in New Orleans,
Louisiana. Interning under
Brad Pickel and the Government Affairs Committee has been an honor thus
far and an extraordinary
development for my career
interest in coastal zone
management. As an intern,
I have gained experience
working with experts
and providing meeting
minutes on the monthly
Government Affairs Zoom meetings. I recently had the opportunity
to research growing issues in coastal
science that pertain to our interest at
ASPBA, such as modifications to the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ Benefit to Cost Ratio. I used this research
to draft our first policy position letter
to Congress on the development
of the bipartisan Water Resource
and Development Act (WRDA) of
2022 and the implementation of the
WRDA of 2020.

Future of Coastal Infrastructure Investments

ASBPA 2022 Coastal Summit

Brennan Banks at Fort Jefferson, Dry Tortugas National Park.

Coastal policy plays a vital role
in our efforts to preserve, protect,
and enhance communities and coastlines. This fiscal year has seen a great
deal of activity in policy development which is why it’s so crucial for
all stakeholders to understand what
tools are available to assist
engineering and design
efforts for our coastlines.
As the dedicated staff
member for the Government Affairs Committee, I
am participating with the
Coastal Summit Program
Committee and the Award
Selection Committee. I
know our virtual conference has some outstanding presentations in store from key
experts and government officials,
along with open-discussion sessions
on growing interests to the community such as Diversity, Equity,
and Inclusion, Regional Sediment
Management and the Beneficial Use
of Dredged Material, and Natural
and Nature Based Infrastructure. A
huge thank-you to everyone involved
in developing the program, including
our amazing sponsors. I hope to see
you all there! v

Register at asbpa.org/
conferences/
Why are you attending
the ASBPA Coastal Summit?

T

he ASBPA is the premier
coastal advocacy organization in the U.S. and provides
a voice to a broad spectrum
of coastal practitioners, policy
makers, and stakeholders. As a
member of ASBPA and an engineer engaged in projects providing coastal resiliency and critical
storm protection to the Gulf
Coast, I derive tremendous value
from the Coastal Summit which
delivers the information I need on
legislation that will directly impact
my work and my region’s coastal
communities. It also provides a
unique opportunity to converse
directly with the legislators and
agencies responsible for the passage and implementation of such
legislation. Most importantly, it
brings disparate parts of the country together through the common
goal of preserving and restoring
American’s shores and beaches. —
Jack Koban, FUGRO
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Federal appropriations...
Important dates:
n March 1: President Biden
to deliver State of the Union
Address
n March 11: Expiration of current
Continuing Resolution for FY22
n Mid-March: Anticipated release
of President’s FY23 budget
proposal

Why are you attending
the ASBPA Coastal Summit?

Summit early registration closes March 15

R

egister now for the ASBPA
2022 Coastal Summit on March
29-31. Early registration closes
March 15. The 2022 Coastal Summit
will be held virtually due to the shifting state of public gathering protocols
in Washington, DC.
As we begin to shift from winter
to the early signs
of spring, we are
pleased to announce Kenneth
Bailey, Director
of the Office of
Inclusion and
Civil Rights for
NOAA, will be
speaking on
Diversity and
Inclusion in the
Coastal SciencBAILEY
es. Diversity and
inclusion in the
coastal management realm is a priority
for ASBPA and we look forward to Mr.
Bailey’s presentation and participation.
The program also features a session on the Shoreline Health Oversight, Restoration, Resilience, and
Enhancement Act, (SHORRE Act), a
bipartisan bill recently introduced by

U.S. Senators Tom Carper (D-Del.)
and Bill Cassidy, M.D. (R-La.), along
with U.S. Representatives Lisa Blunt
Rochester (D-Del.) and Garret Graves
(R-La.). The U.S. Senate Environment
& Public Works Committee’s press release stated: “The SHORRE Act would
restore our nation’s riverbanks and
coastlines, while also making communities across our country more resilient
to the effects of climate change. This
includes rising sea levels, extreme
weather, flooding, and erosion.”
We have also finalized the interactive sessions of the program. Our
Agency Exchanges with NOAA, USGS,
BOEM and the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers have been scheduled and
each registrant is invited to sign-up for
one session. We will discuss a range
of topics related to funding, policy,
regulation, and research during the
Facilitated Discussion breakout sessions and the popular Virtual “Happy
Hour.” These opportunities will invite
dialogue amongst the participants and
allow each of you to engage with other
stakeholders on the issues of interest to
you! Register and learn more at asbpa.
org/conferences/. Sponsorship opportunities are available. v

I

am attending the Coastal Summit to hear reports from ASBPA’s
Agency Visits with NOAA, USGS,
and the USACE, and the opportunity to network with coastal professionals. I cannot wait to catch up
with the great connections made
during previous ASBPA conferences! — Brennan Banks, Florida
Institute of Technology

I

am attending the Coastal Summit to hear from representatives
and government organization
leaders on how science is being
used to influence policy decisions.”
— Nicholas Brown, Florida Atlantic University

ASBPA
Coastal Summit
Registration before March 15:

$300 member
$420 non-member
$75 student member
$100 student non-member
Register at
asbpa.org/conferences/
Send checks or purchase orders to: ASBPA, 11940
Palba Way #5102, Fort Myers, FL 33912.

To be officially registered,
payments must be received
by March 22.
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The ASBPA Coastal Summit is made possible
by the generous support of our sponsors.
Learn more about sponsorship opportunities
by visiting asbpa.org/conferences/.

Bronze sponsors

Gold sponsor

Silver sponsors
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Transitions, plans
and challenges
By: TONY PRATT,
ASBPA Executive Director

T

his year started off with yet
more transitions, as I stepped
down as president to become
Executive Director and Gary Jones
became acting president. Secretary Tiffany Roberts Briggs wrote about this in
the last “Coastal Voice,” so this month
I want to thank all involved in finding
a way forward to fill the vacancy left
open for a year. I also stepped down
from the board which I had served on
for 26 years.
I am very
honored to be
trusted with this
new service to
ASBPA serving as
your Executive Director. Over many
years I have had the
privilege of serving as an officer of
ASBPA, as a board
PRATT
member of the
American Coastal
Coalition, and served on the ad hoc
committee that merged ASBPA and
ACC in 2003. I have stepped up to help
lead ASBPA through trying times and
I have enjoyed watching the organization grow.
The staff of ASBPA is first rate.
In my first two months as ED I have
become more engaged in what they
do for us so well, and with unbounded
willingness and intelligence to carry
out their responsibilities.
What impresses me the most
in addition to how well they do their
work, is how each of these staff members never balk for a moment if an
additional association need arises.
Whether it is a conference duty, a website challenge, an external request for

 Continued on page 11
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In support of Great Lakes Day on March 2, 2022, we highlight an updated
Great Lakes Coastal Resiliency Fact Sheet prepared by Nicholas Brown, Florida Atlantic University,
ASBPA Awards Chair and previous ASBPA Government Affairs Intern

Great Lakes Coastal
Resiliency Study

An Overview of the Goals, Importance, and State of the Study

T

he Great Lakes Coastal Resiliency Study (GLCRS) is a
proposed study that would assess the Great Lakes vulnerabilities to the numerous environmental and anthropogenic
stressors that contribute to coastal flooding and erosion. The goal
of the study is to improve resilience and develop a management
plan for our changing future. The GLCRS has a project management plan and is included in both the FY22 President’s budget and
House and Senate appropriation bills.
Whihala Beach on Lake Michigan

T

he frequently picturesque Great Lakes coastline
extends over 5,200 miles and is home to more than
4.2 million people within two miles of it. The Great
Lakes encompass a variety of ecosystems and sustain a multifaceted economy balancing both tourism and industry. The
Great Lakes are vulnerable to numerous risks such as lake
level fluctuations, invasive species, and aging infrastructure.
The hazards in the region pose threats to the coastlines and
waters both individually and when coupled.
The GLCRS is a regional effort that began in 2016
from the eight Great Lakes states in collaboration with the Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lake Shore, Lake Michigan
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, USGS, FEMA, NOAA, and
USEPA. This study’s goal is to investigate opportunities to improve resilience within both
structured and natural coastal environments and will result in a plan that identifies vulnerable areas and recommends measures to increase resilience.

Great Lakes coastal environment, economy, hazards, and vulnerabilities
Coastal environments:

The varying coastline and ecosystems of
the Great Lakes include swamps, marshland,
beaches, dunes, upland forests, and various others containing many species of native flora and
fauna which include several endangered species.

Great Lakes tourism:

A combination of sport, commercial, and
Native American fishing contributes a $14.5
billion a year gain in economic value while also
sharing the waters with a few small cruise lines.
Numerous water sports and recreational boating
are practiced on the lakes as a third of our nation’s registered boaters reside here.
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Great Lakes Coastal Resiliency Study
Coastal cities and industry:

Along the coast of the Lakes are
large urban areas such as Chicago,
Cleveland, Detroit and Gary which
house millions of people, and entertain
millions more through tourism. The
shipping industry is a large portion of
the Great Lakes economy and ports
located on the coastlines contribute
to the approximately 165 million tons
of cargo moved each year. That cargo
generates $17.3 billion in economic activity and supports more than 293,000
jobs.

Coastal hazards:

The Great Lakes often have lake
level fluctuations that can occur independently but often are influenced by
varying precipitation patterns causing
coastal erosion and frequent coastal
flooding. Coastal storms can occur
year-round and bring wind, waves,
precipitation, and often changes in
temperature that can assist in the
freezing of the lake and the formation
of ice shelfs.

The eight states bordering the
Great Lakes along with the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, USGS, FEMA,
NOAA, and USEPA are in collaboration on this study. The goal is to
investigate opportunities to improve
resilience by creating plans to offer
an array of structural, non-structural,
natural, nature based, institutional, and
regulatory based measures that will be
evaluated for their ability to improve
coastal resiliency.
The plan as a result of this study
will work to increase resiliency immediately as well as for a variety of

Sediment placement
regulations white
paper now available
By: NICOLE ELKO, Ph.D.,
ASBPA Science Director

Coastal vulnerabilities:

The Lakes are exposed to large
amounts of agricultural and stormwater runoff delivered from rivers that
run deep into the surrounding cities
and farmland. They are also vulnerable to numerous invasive species that
threaten native flora and fauna along
with some industries.

Aging coastal infrastructure:

The great Lakes’ costal defense
and infrastructure have struggled
to keep pace with the intensity and
frequency of exposure to numerous
hazards. This infrastructure is often a
last line of defense between the Lakes
and both cities and homes that have
been constructed on the coasts.

GLCRS progress and future resilience strategies
Collaborators and
goals of the GLCRS:
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potential future conditions that include
climate variability, land use development, watershed loading, and invasive
species. Without a plan to increase the
resilience and effectiveness of management strategies, it is expected that
the risk of future coastal damage will
increase.

Current state of GLCRS:

As of 2022, the GLCRS is being considered by Congress and the
Administration for funding ($500k).
Presently, work is being completed
with all eight Great Lakes states to
reach an agreement on the non-federal
match ($200k). v

T

he American Shore and Beach
Preservation Association
(ASBPA) and the Coastal States
Organization (CSO) have partnered
to highlight coastal program successes
in managing sediment resources and
elevate effective regional sediment
management policies in the national
spotlight.
Regional Sediment Management
(RSM) integrates watershed and shoreline management, using a systems approach to sand management to, among
other purposes,
minimize erosion, maximize
shoreline accretion, enhance
coastal ecosystems, and more
efficiently use
state and federal
funds through
efficient use of
sediment in a
ELKO
coastal region.
Many states and federal agencies
have prioritized implementation of
RSM principles and are increasingly
pursuing Beneficial Use of Dredged
Materials (BUDM) opportunities, recognizing the cost savings and beneficial ecological outcomes these projects
make possible. But challenges still remain. This project, funded by USACE
Institute for Water Resources, aims to
focus on the perceived challenge of
conflicting state and federal policies
and regulations around how dredged
sediment can be used beneficially.
ASBPA and CSO is working with
coastal states, USACE, and key partners to conduct a comparative policy
 Continued on page 11
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2022 National Beach Nourishment Database update
By: MICHAEL PRIDDY,
Florida Atlantic University, ASBPA
Science & Technology Intern

W

e are gearing up for the 2022
National Beach Nourishment Database update
which begins April 1.
The ASBPA National Beach
Nourishment Database is an online
geodatabase that provides nationalscale statistics on U.S. communities
beach nourishment efforts over the last
century (Elko et al. 2021). The database has been compiled over the last
two decades and is updated annually
by ASBPA membership.
During the recent 2021 project season, the database recorded 27
projects, placing over 10-million total
cubic yards of sand, and spanning
approximately 35 miles. We could not
have obtained this valuable information without your help!

We would like to kick-off this
2022 database update period with this
call to action. We hope you will submit
any project data you have access to that
would expand
the scope and
accuracy of the
database. There
will be those
in your region
that may not see
this, so please
forward this to
relevant project
managers so we
PRIDDY
can make sure
and get all projects into our database. These project
managers may each reach out to others
as well.
We certainly want updates and
information on new projects, but we
also need help with historic projects,
fact checking, length and cost figures

for past projects. So even though you
may not have anything to add if no
nourishment projects have occurred in
your region since last year, please do
log in and take a look at the projects
showing in your region. In addition,
we always welcome any quality checking help you can offer with the older
records.
The update period closes on June
10, 2022. Make sure your project isn’t
missed! If you’d like to submit a project
for this year’s update, please email
me at mpriddy2020@fau.edu. Include
the project year, name, volume (cubic
yards), length (feet), and cost if possible. v
Reference: Elko, N., Briggs, T.R., Benedet,
L., Robertson, W., Thomson, G., Webb,
B.M., and K. Garvey, 2021. A Century
of U.S. Beach Nourishment. Ocean &
Coastal Management, 199(2021) 105406,
ISSN 0964-5691, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.
ocecoaman.2020.105406
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Nominate a 2022
Best Restored Beach
By: PETER SEIDLE, Co-Chair, Best
Restored Beaches Committee

W

hat is your favorite recently
restored beach or dune system? That’s not a rhetorical
question! The call for nominations for
the 2022 Best Restored Beach award
is out and accessible by visiting asbpa.
org/about-us/awards-program/. Please
nominate a project and reach out to
non-ASBPA contacts with an interesting beach or dune project.
The award-winning projects on
America’s open
shoreline and on
the Great Lakes’
shorelines could
include:
n Beach and
shoreline renourishment projects
on open coastlines
n Dune restoration and dune
SEIDLE
building projects
n Coastal resiliency projects with
a sandy beach or dune component
n Inlet management and regional
sediment management (RSM) projects
including beach placement
n Beach and shoreline projects
on open coastlines with structures that
enhance the performance of beach
renourishment projects
The intensity of the storms that
have been hammering our coasts have
been increasing. It has been proven
that high dunes and wide beaches
are the best defenses to minimize the
impacts of erosion and flooding from
severe storms. “During the COVID
pandemic, many of America’s beaches
have become a place to rejuvenate
and feel safe with family and friends.
It is important that everyone realize
the time and effort that is required to
maintain this critical resource,” says
Gary Jones, Acting ASBPA President.

Continued public support for
restoration is crucial and often difficult
to maintain when restoration projects
become successful and routine. The
ASBPA encourages nominations from
established, as well as new projects for
the 2022 Best Restored Beaches Award.
The committee will evaluate the
nomination based on your responses
to these questions. Please feel free to
expand on or describe in more depth
what efforts were required.

Nominations must contain:

1) Nominator’s contact information: name, email, contact number,
mailing address.
2) The name and contact information for the nominee’s public affairs
specialist who will be coordinating
with the media for press releases, etc.
3) Project location map.
4) The name of the project manager and the construction contractor.
If consulting firms were used in the

design and/or permitting, provide the
consulting firm’s principal scientist,
biologist, ecologist or and/or engineer
as appropriate.
5) Project narrative, including the
following:
• Effectiveness and Purpose. Describe the primary objective(s) of the
project and any secondary objectives.
Discuss the effectiveness of the project in meeting both primary and any
secondary goals.
• Design features including
constraints and challenges. The nominee should provide a comprehensive
description of the design, and identify
the issues that influenced the design.
• Construction Methods. The
nominee should provide a description
of construction methods. Projects with
innovative design and construction
methods that were effective and able to
meet project’s purposes will be favored.
• Funding. Describe the funding sources and how any obstacles
or hurdles were overcome. Projects
with public / private partnerships and
monitoring to document project performance success will be favored.
6) Several professional quality
color photographs of before and after
the restoration project. Please include
a release so that we can use the profes Continued on next page
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Best.............................
 Continued from page 7

Blue Flag
International
marks 35 years
By: ANNIE MERCER,
Program Coordinator

T

he Blue Flag program began
in 1987 in France. Originally
an activity where bottles were
dropped off the coast with notes from
students to represent how currents
bring pollution ashore, the French
switched tactics and decided to create
an eco-label for beaches and marinas.
With EU support, the program grew
until it went international in 2001
when South Africa became the first
non-European participating country.
Currently, the Blue Flag program is
operated in 50 countries with over
4,800 sites — an increase of 200 sites
since 2021.
What will international and
national staff be working on before
Blue Flag turns 45? The Foundation for
Environmental Education has released
a 10-year strategic plan called GAIA

20:30. The focus of the organization
and its five environmental programs
will be to address climate change,
biodiversity loss, and environmental
pollution. Blue Flag International is
taking steps to review the international
criteria to bolster these pillars. Expect
more best practices and ideas on how
to preserve habitat in the coastal zone,
projects to reduce single-use plastics,
and increased support for partnerships
which enhance community protection. Background documents can be
found online at FEE.global. For more
information about the program and
US implementation, contact Annie
Mercer at annie.mercer@asbpa.org or
910-368-7847. v

sional photographs in our publications.
Tourist development councils and local
resorts are good sources for imagery.
7) A statement about why you
consider this project is a Best Restored Beach in the United States. (It is
important to let the Committee know
that you are passionate about your
project and that the restoration project
was a benefit to the shoreline habitat).
8) Quantified outcomes (benefits
resulting from the successfully executed project) are especially helpful.
9) Please include beach nourishment data for your current project,
and historic beach nourishments to
include volume (cubic yards), cost,
and length of shoreline restored. Your
project will be added to our National
Beach Nourishment Database located
at https://asbpa.org/national-beachnourishment-database/.
To meet submission deadlines,
all nominations must be received by
April 30, 2022, and sent to bestrestoredbeach@asbpa.org. Visit https://
asbpa.org/about-us/awards-program/
to submit your nomination and view
the nomination checklist. We encourage all applicants to use the checklist
to ensure your application is complete.
All materials submitted will become
property of ASBPA and will not be
returned. Please note that upon written
request, a nomination from a previous
year submittal which did not receive
an award can be carried over to 2022.
Selected recipients will be notified in advance. The ASBPA will prepare a press release and social media
to celebrate the award winners, and
awardees must agree to provide press
releases to their local media and arrange for a designated representative to
be present at the ASBPA Coastal Summit to be held in March 2023. v
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Mid-Atlantic Chapter

The MAC will host a lunch-andlearn webinar “Successfully Advocating for Coastal Projects” on March
9 from noon-1 p.m. EST with guest
speakers Tony
Pratt, Executive Director,
ASBPA; Terrence McGean,
City Manager,
Town of Ocean City, MD; and Skip
Stiles, Executive Director, Wetlands
Watch. If you are interested in our upcoming webinars and events, email us
at MAC.asbpa@gmail.com to be added
to our list.

Texas Chapter

The Texas ASBPA Chapter held
an in-person meeting in Houston on
Jan. 27 at the Marriott Hotel, Hobby
Airport. The keynote speaker was
from the Houston Ship Channel and
discussed their expansion and Improvement project. The Houston Ship
Channel is experiencing tremendous growth. The
Houston region,
the country’s No. 1
region for exports,
is home to the
largest petrochemical manufacturing complex in
the Americas. Energy production and
the export of crude oil, along with the
increasing global demand for chemicals produced in the region, are major
drivers of this success. Largely because
of petrochemical activity along the
52-mile ship channel, the nearly 200
private companies that make up the
Greater Port of Houston have helped
make it the No. 1 U.S. port in waterborne tonnage. Petroleum and petroleum products are leading import and
export commodities.
We also heard from the five lunch
sponsors on the various projects they
were involved in along the Texas coast.
Callan Marine presented the “Corpus
Christi Ship Channel Improvement

Project”; Great Lakes Dredge & Dock
discussed their recent award for a $92
million Houston Ship Channel Dredge
Project; HDR Engineering presented
their “17 Mile Long Beach Nourishment Project at the McFaddin National
Wildlife Refuge; Lloyd Engineering
discussed their “Dredge Material and
Beneficial Use Reclamation”; and, T.
Baker Smith talked about the “Beneficial Use of Dredged Material Design at
the Port Arthur, Texas, LNG facility”.

9

On Thursday, April 14, we will
host our sixth Symposium in Corpus
Christi, at Texas A&M Harte Research
Institute. This event will be a collaboration with the University of Texas Marine Science Institute in Port Aransas,
the Coasts, Oceans, Ports, and Rivers
Institute (COPRI) of the American
Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), and
the Texas A& M Harte Research
Institute in Corpus Christi. Abstracts
are requested for technical and policyoriented talks related to coastal issues,
disaster recovery, coastal ecology, science, engineering, and economics.

Great Lakes Chapter

GLASBPA wishes to recognize
the Great Lakes Commission (GLC)
Great Lakes Week of events beginning
Feb. 28-March 4 (below). The GLC
celebrates Great Lakes Day on March 2
with a Congressional Breakfast Reception to be held virtually. For more
information visit glc.org. v
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ASBPA National Coastal Conference
Call for Abstracts opens March 15

A

SBPA announces the Call
for Abstracts for its National
Coastal Conference on “Shifting Shores, Surf, and Sediment” to
be held Sept. 13-16 in Long Beach,
CA. The National Coastal Conference
provides an opportunity for coastal
stakeholders and managers to develop
collaborative networks to promote best
management practices, while learning the latest science, engineering and
policy needed to maintain and improve the health of our beachfront and
estuarine shorelines and ecosystems.
The 2022 theme,
“Shifting Shores, Surf &
Sediment,” continues to
broaden our focus across
the coastal zone. Please
note that if uncertainty
around travel restrictions
could be an issue for you,
we suggest that you still
submit an abstract for
this hybrid event, and we
will work with you on the presentation
details.
We will again have sessions
focused on criteria related to aspects of
the Blue Flag program such as Beach
Accessibility; Environmental Management; Water quality; Beach safety and
operations; and Community engagement.
Technical, policy-oriented, and
coastal floodplain resource and flood
risk management presentations or
posters are invited for a broad range
of coastal & estuarine ecology, science,
engineering, economics, and policy.
Specific topics include, but are not
limited to:
• Beach restoration and management
studies
• Coastal design concepts and projects
• Green/Grey infrastructure and living shorelines

• Improving shoreline and coastal
resiliency
• Regional comprehensive coastal
studies
• Lessons learned from storms and
extreme events
• Coastal & estuarine modeling
• Coastal hazard mapping & analysis
tools
• Sea level rise guidance, planning,
and policy
• Lagoon, wetland, marsh, and estuary restoration
• Regional sediment management
• Economics of coastal
resources
• Federal, state, and local coastal policy, regulatory and legal issues
• Sand source availability and sand rights
• Coastal infrastructure
management
• Policies for improving
resiliency and adaptation
• “Nuisance flooding” and urban
flooding challenges
• Lessons and issues in coastal communication and outreach
• Adapting to changing coastal forces
• Surfing issues
Presentations may be PowerPoint
or Poster format. Abstracts shall include discussion on objective/motivation, methods/approach, results/findings, and conclusions/lessons learned.
Abstracts (up to 500 words, following
the required format) are due by May
1, 2022, for PowerPoint Presentations
and Aug. 1, 2022, for Poster Presentations. Submit abstracts via the online
form beginning March 15, 2022 by
visiting our Conference page at https://
asbpa.org/conferences/. Presenters are
responsible for their expenses including travel, lodging, and registration
fees. Notification of presentation status
will occur by June 15, 2022. v

Photo contest
winners announced

A

SBPA is pleased to announce
the 2021 photo contest winners
Winning photos are published in the current issue of Shore &
Beach, Volume 90, Number 1.
n Grand Prize and U.S. East
Coast: “Magical Monarchs” by Maura
K. Boswell (shown above).
n U.S. Gulf of Mexico Coast:
“Painted Skies, Siesta Key Beach,
Florida” by Westleigh Moore.
n Caribbean (Puerto Rico, U.S.
Virgin Islands): “Tropical Treasure” by
Kevián Augusto Pérez Valentín.
n U.S. Great Lakes Coast: “Overtopping Splash-Up at Columbia Park,
Bay Village, Ohio on 31 January 2021
before Lake Erie Freezes Over” by
Christopher M. Day.
View all the winning photos in
this excerpt from Shore & Beach (or
paste https://asbpa.org/wp-content/
uploads/2022/02/photoContest_90_1_
color.pdf in yor browser).
Inspired by what you see here?
Find out details (or: https://asbpa.org/
wp-content/uploads/2022/02/15thph
otoContest_90_1.pdf) about the 15th
annual ASBPA photo contest. v
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White paper..........................................................
 Continued from page 5

analysis of state BUDM policies and
develop recommendations and best
practices through expert interviews
and regional practitioner workshops.
Workshop participants benefit from
peer-to-peer information sharing and
strategic engagement with Federal and
NGO partners.
To conduct this study, ASBPA
and CSO are:
n Conducting interviews with
state coastal management programs
about BUDM policies, regulations, and
practices,
n Hosting invitation-only regional workshops with practitioners
to share, promote, and understand

BUDM implementation challenges,
opportunities, and success stories,
n Distributing a white paper to
summarize the findings of workshops
and interviews, and
n Drafting a final report that will
include results from items 1-3 highlighting states most effective regulations and practices to overcome policy
and other hurdles to BUDM.
We hope you will review the
white paper and provide feedback to
me at nicole.elko@asbpa.org. Please
also plan to attend the upcoming
ASBPA Coastal Summit where will
have a panel discussion on preliminary
project findings on Wednesday, March
30 at 3:00 pm eastern time. v
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Tentative workshop
schedule and locations:
• Nov. 15, 2021 – Southeast/
Caribbean
• Jan. 19, 2022 – New England
• March 3, 2022 – Great Lakes
(virtual)
• April 25, 2022 –Gulf at
GOMCON, Baton Rouge, LA
(in-person)
• May 2022 – Mid-Atlantic (inperson)
• July 2022 – Pacific Islands
(virtual)
• Sept. 13, 2022 – West Coast at
ASBPA conference (in-person)

Transitions................................................................................................
 Continued from page 3

help, a colleague’s need for assistance,
or any one of the dozens of things that
come up each month that someone/
anyone (please!!) must take on, there is
always someone willing to jump right
on it. I am so happy to be a part of this
team. Thank you, Brad, Leslie, Nicole,
Ken, Beth and Annie!
Because ASBPA is running so
smoothly, I see my leadership responsibilities to include at least three main
paths. With guidance and endorsement from the board, I will:
(1) Support and do everything
possible to ensure our dedicated staff
has everything they need to continue
to carry out their work so well;
(2) Move forward on the Strategic Plan that the staff has developed
and will hopefully be endorsed by the
board at the March 22 board meeting;
and
(3) Pursue ways to put ASBPA in
a more stable financial position.
Over the coming weeks I will be
working on how each of these will be
addressed, but for now my thinking is
this. Supporting staff and addressing

any needs they may have is of utmost
importance and, really at least to me,
is a no-brainer. Following finalization
of the strategic plan we will develop an
implementation strategy, the “how-to”
of turning goals and objectives into
actions.

Save the Dates:

ASBPA 2022 National
Coastal Conference
“Shifting Shores,
Surf and Sediment”

Sept. 13-16, 2022
Long Beach, California

I am taking the lead on pursuing
fiscal support for the nation’s leading
shore and beach caretaker. There are
so many entities that derive benefits
from the work we do on behalf of the
nation’s beaches. As my good friend
Bill Hanson reminds me on a regular
basis, determine who has “skin in the
game” and they should be our besties
(my concept of how we should include
them in the tent, not his).
When I ponder on how many
Coca Colas are enjoyed on American
beaches each summer…well my mind
does a back flip over what Coke, who
profits greatly by increased sales due
to hot and thirsty beach users, could
contribute to protecting and enhancing
America’s number one tourist attraction. So, with a Coca Cola in hand, or
a Corona in hand on a beach as shown
in EVERY ONE OF THEIR COMMERCIALS, I daydream about getting
them to realize just how much we do
to protect a natural resource that their
consumers cherish.
We all know how much that is,
and I hope to let them know too, very
soon! v

