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By: BRENNAN BANKS, Florida 
Institute of Technology, ASBPA 
Government Affairs Intern 

The 2022 ASBPA Coastal Sum-
mit concluded at the end of 
March after an amazing three 

days of informative and engaging 
agency exchange meetings, presenta-
tions by our congressional partners, 
facilitated discussions, breakout 
sessions and numerous opportunities 
to engage with 
colleagues. As 
the Intern and 
dedicated staff 
member of the 
ASBPA Gov-
ernment Affairs 
Committee, I 
had the op-
portunity to sit 
in on agency 
exchange 
meetings with 
BOEM, NOAA, USGS, and the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers. The agen-
cy exchange meetings were a perfect 
kick-off to the Summit, setting high 
expectations for presentations and 
facilitated discussions. 

One clear message throughout 
the meetings was ASBPA’s growing 
role as a leader in the coastal science 
and policy space, with the respon-
sibility to continue these meaning-
ful conversations with groups that 

BANKS

2022 Coastal Summit: 

The Future of Coastal 
Infrastructure Investments

From top: Marlon Brown presented on 
Lido Key, one of 2021’s Best Restored 
Beaches. Attendees heard from Paul 
Scholz, Deputy Assistant Administrator 
with NOAA’s National Ocean Service. 
Steve Townsend was part of a panel 
on “Diversity and inclusion efforts in the 
coastal sciences.” The Summit kicked off 
with “A View from Washington, DC” with 
Julie Minerva of Carpi & Clay.
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seldom have such an opportunity to 
collaborate. As a newer member of 
ASBPA, it is exciting to see the drive 
from our leadership to ensure that our 
members are engaged in the changing 
policy and assist agencies with effi-
ciently reaching a wider audience. 

The Coastal Summit hosted 
keynote speakers 
Senator Shelden 
Whitehouse on the 
vital steps toward 
a clean energy 
economy. Sena-
tors Tom Carper 
and Bill Cassidy, 
and Representative 
Lisa Blunt Roch-
ester shared their 
thoughts on the 
importance of the SHORRE Act for the 
enhancement of future USACE coastal 
restoration work plans. 

My favorite presentation of the 
Summit came from Dr. Todd Bridges 
of the USACE Engineering With Na-
ture program. The U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers Engineering Research and 
Development Center has continued to 
play an integral role in the advance-
ment of green infrastructure in coastal 
science, and it is always a pleasure to 
hear their updates at ASBPA confer-
ences! A special congratulations to the 
St. Joseph Peninsula (Florida) Beach 
Renourishment Project, Dwayne 
Piergiovanni, and the team for win-
ning one of the Best Restored Beaches 
awards! Their video presentation 
displayed a true testament of persever-
ance. 

ASBPA has successfully hosted 
yet another fantastic virtual confer-
ence. However, I know I speak for 
the majority when I say I am already 
marking my calendar for the 2022 
National Coastal Conference in Long 
Beach, California!  v

ASBPA, in partnership with Coastal States Organization (CSO), 
will host our first in-person Coastal Celebration in two years on 
Wednesday, May 18, on Capitol Hill from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. in 

the Hart Senate Office Building, Room 902. All registrants and sponsors 
who attended this year’s Coastal Summit are invited to attend. The Coastal 
Celebration brings together elected officials, business and industry, con-
servation groups and environmental nonprofits, state coastal managers, 
coastal scientists, and engineers to discuss the value of healthy coastlines 
and celebrate America’s beaches and coasts. If you plan to join us in Wash-
ington, DC, please email the Pickels at managing@asbpa.org by May 10 
for the invitation RSVP.  v

Thanks to 
this year’s 
sponsors:

WHITEHOUSE
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Congratulations to 
our 2022 Coastal 
Summit award 
recipients

We presented our annual 
government and policy 
awards during the 2022 

Coastal Summit, and we would like 
to acknowledge this year’s recipients. 
The Friend of the Coast Awards were 

presented to Sena-
tor Chris Murphy 
(D-CT) and Rep-
resentative David 
Rouzer (R-NC 
7th District). The 
Army Corps of 
Engineers Award 
was presented to 
Dr. Julie Rosati, 
and the Agency 
Award was given 

to Mark Osler of NOAA. The Con-
gressional Staffer Award honored 
Ian Whitson, legislative director for 
Rep. Rouzer. Our Friend of the Coast 
Media Award was presented to Maritza 
Cañizares of Hemisphere Media Group 
in Puerto Rico. We congratulate and 
honor these coastal champions for 
their tireless efforts to help preserve 
our coasts. Special thanks to our amaz-
ing Awards Chair, Nick Brown, for all 
your hard work!  v

MURPHY ROUZER

Send us your beach nourishment data!

The ASBPA National Beach 
Nourishment Database is an 
online geodatabase of national-

scale statistics on U.S. communities’ 
beach nourishment efforts over the last 
century (Elko et al. 2021). The data-
base has been compiled over the last 
two decades and is updated annually 
by the ASBPA membership.

We are kicking off the 2022 
database update with this call to ac-
tion. Please submit any project data 
you have access to that would expand 
the scope and accuracy of the data-
base and share this invitation broadly 
within your networks.

We certainly want updates and 
information on new projects, but we 
also need help with historic projects, 
fact checking, and length and cost fig-

ures for past projects. So even though 
you may not have anything to add if no 
nourishment projects occurred in your 
region last year, please do take a look 
and let us know if anything is missing 
or incorrect.

The update period closes on 
June 10. Make sure your project isn’t 
missed! If you would like to submit a 
project(s) for this year’s update, please 
email nicole.elko@asbpa.org. Include 
the project year, name, volume (cubic 
yards), length (feet), and cost if pos-
sible.  v
Reference: Elko, N., Briggs, T.R., Benedet, L., 
Robertson, W., Thomson, G., Webb, B.M., and 
Garvey, K., 2021. “A Century of U.S. Beach 
Nourishment. Ocean & Coastal Management.” 
199(2021) 105406, ISSN 0964-5691, https://
doi.org/10.1016/j.ocecoaman.2020.105406

Save the date for Blue Flag networking sessions
By: ANNIE MERCER, ASBPA Program Coordinator

Save the date! Blue Flag USA is hosting three virtual 
beach management networking discussions this summer 
May through July! Each session will be an hour and a 

half with two presentations on the topic, followed by network-
ing discussions between coastal practitioners. Topics include 
Educational Activities, Debris Management, and Plastics. Be 

on the lookout for more details about dates, times, and speakers. We look for-
ward to sharing information and experiences from across the ASBPA network! 
Sponsorships available, contact annie.mercer@asbpa.org for information.  v
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Sea Grant, USCRP 
to release $4M in 
resilience funding
By: NICOLE ELKO, Ph.D., 
ASBPA Science Director

ASBPA is proud to support the 
U.S. Coastal Research Program 
(USCRP) where I serve as a co-

Executive Director, and Annie Mercer, 
ASBPA’s Program Coordinator, serves 
as one of USCRP’s Managing Direc-
tors. Each year, USCRP awards around 
$4M to coastal university programs 
to advance the state of coastal science 
and engineering and to train the next 
generation of leaders. The program 
has funded over 130 graduate students 
since its inception in 2016. This year, 
USCRP is partnering with the National 
Sea Grant Program to release a joint 
funding opportunity in early May 
2022.

Sea Grant and USCRP anticipate 
that approximately $4 million will be 
available to integrate research, its ap-
plication, and community engagement 
in thematic areas of long-term coastal 
evolution, extreme storms, and hu-
man and ecosystem health. Proposals 
should address the needs or gaps that 
have been identified by or are evident 
from USCRP-funded projects, to move 
research project findings toward appli-
cation through service delivery and de-
cision support for coastal community 
decision-makers, planners, and other 
coastal stakeholders.

An informational webinar about 
the funding opportunity will take 
place in May. More information about 
this opportunity will be available at 
seagrant.noaa.gov/funding when the 
notice of funding is published. While 
applications for this opportunity must 
come through a Sea Grant Program, 
Sea Grant and USCRP seek to en-
courage collaborative proposals with 
multiple partners that are connected to 
coastal stakeholders and needs.  v

The view of the 
sand prairie towards 

Lake Michigan at 
the City of Racine 

(WI) Samuel Myers 
Park, a 2021 Best 
Restored Shores 

recipient.

By: SHANNON CUNNIFF, 
Shannon Cunniff Consulting

The annual ASBPA call for nomi-
nations for the Best Restored 
Shores Award [asbpa.org/

about-us/awards-program/] is up and 
running. And we need your help to 
find projects and encourage folks (nag 
if you have to) to submit nominations. 
Yes, self-nominations are allowed. In 
fact it’s been the norm. 

What are we looking for? ASB-
PA’s Best Restored Shores Committee 
is looking for noteworthy shoreline 
restoration projects that deserve some 
love. Speaking of love, we’d love to see 
a nice balance of shoreline restoration 
projects from each of the U.S. coastal 
areas (i.e., the Pacific — including Ha-
waii, Atlantic, Gulf, and Great Lakes) 
as well as from U.S. protectorates and 
territories. 

What do we mean by a “shoreline 
restoration project”? We mean projects 
that involve coastal back bays or large 
freshwater lakes; seagrass, shellfish, 
coral reef, and other submerged habi-
tats; wetlands, mangroves, and other 
intertidal habitats; living shorelines; 
and, beneficial use of dredged material. 
Plus, we’re continuing to seek projects 
that restore habitats and/or improve 

water quality in “urban waterfronts.”
When do projects need to be 

completed by to qualify? We strongly 
prefer projects that have substantially 
completed construction by Summer 
2020 as we are looking for evidence 
that the project’s environmental and 
other outcomes were realized. 

What is really 
important? Proj-
ects with innova-
tive design and/or 
construction meth-
ods, implemented 
at a scale relevant 
to the challenges, 
with evidence that 
they achieved pro-
ject’s purposes as 
demonstrated with 

monitoring will be favored.
Is the nomination process dif-

ficult or time-consuming? No! The 
committee has made it short and 
straightforward. If you’re familiar with 
the project it won’t take very long. We 
like simple, concise, direct, and clear.

What does a winner get? Posi-
tive media! A display-worthy award 
(for an office at least, maybe not your 
living room). A chance to share lessons 
learned at the ASBPA National Confer-
ence. And more.  v

Can you beat the bushes (or maybe the 
sedges) for some Best Restored Shores?

CUNNIFF
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Brunswick Town/Fort Anderson in North Carolina, a 2021 Best Restored Shores recipient.

Call for nominations:

ASBPA’s Annual Best 
Restored Shores 
awards due July 1

The American Shore & Beach 
Preservation Association is 
seeking nominations for the 

2022 Best Restored Shores Award to 
recognize projects which enhance the 
environment, particularly on low-en-
ergy and moderate-energy shorelines. 
ASBPA seeks to award well-designed 
and implemented projects focused on 
restoring natural resources to enhance 
shoreline resilience by addressing envi-
ronmental degradation, storm impacts, 
climate change, and sea level rise — 
factors which increasingly threaten the 
nation’s coastal, estuarine, and Great 
Lakes communities. 

“Continued public awareness of 
and support for shore restoration is 
crucial to building coastal resilience 
to storms and rising seas. Successfully 
planning and implementing shoreline 
restoration projects can be challenging, 
and often their far-reaching economic 
benefits go unnoticed,” says ASBPA 
President Gary Jones.

Whether a project involves an 
estuary or a Great Lake, a mangrove 
or an oyster reef — if it resulted in rec-
reating thriving habitats or improved 
water quality to benefit multiple uses 

and aid local economies, we invite you 
to nominate a project. 

Nominations can include:
• Back bay projects
• Living shoreline projects (in-

cluding large freshwater lakes)
• Beneficial use of dredge mate-

rial for environmental outcomes
• Seagrass, shellfish, reef, and 

other submerged habitat projects
• Wetlands, mangroves, and 

other intertidal habitat and shoreline 
enhancement, restoration, or creation

• Urban waterfronts (where 
coastal habitat restoration, green de-
sign and materials are key aspects)

All nominations should be for 
projects that have completed construc-
tion by Summer 2020. This is to allow 
more complete reporting on successful 
outcomes and lessons learned. ASBPA’s 
Best Restored Shores Committee will 
evaluate each nomination based on the 
responses to the following questions, 
and please feel free to expand on or 
describe in more depth what efforts 
were required. 

Nominations are due July 1 via 
email to bestrestoredshores@asbpa.
org. 

Questions? Visit asbpa.org/
about-us/awards-program/ to learn 
more about the Best Restored Shores 
award. 

BRS 2022 Nominations must 
include the following, in order: 

Contact information
• Nominator’s contact informa-

tion: name, email, contact number, 
mailing address.

• The name of the project man-
ager and the construction contractor. 
If consulting firms were used in the 
design and/or permitting, provide the 
consulting firm’s principal scientist, 
biologist, ecologist and/or engineer as 
appropriate.

• The name and contact informa-
tion for the nominee’s public affairs 
specialist who will be coordinating 
with the media for press releases, etc.

Project location map.
Project narrative, including the 

following:
• Effectiveness and Purpose. Des-

cribe the primary objective(s) of the 
project and any secondary objectives. 
Demonstrate the effectiveness of the 
project in meeting both primary and 
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Planning for the 2022 National 
Coastal Conference in Long 
Beach, California, is underway 

and we will launch registration and 
sponsorships for 
this hybrid event 
on May 10th! 
We welcome and 
thank our three 
co-chairs this 
year: Kim Garvey, 
Moffatt & Nichol 
(and Long Beach 
native!), Doug 
George, NOAA 
(Oakland, CA), 
and Andrew 

Wycklendt, Aptim (Haleiwa, HI), 
and special thanks to Sponsorship 
Chair Brian Caufield and Committee 
Members Marc Beyeler, Lynn Bocam-
azo, Nick Brown, Nicole Elko, Dolan 
Eversole, Karina Johnston, Gary Jones, 
Annie Mercer, Brad and Leslie Pickel, 
Tony Pratt, Tiffany Roberts-Briggs, 
Beth Sciaudone, Jeremy Smith, and 
Lee Weishar.  v

GEORGEGARVEY

WYCKLENDT

The 2022 ASBPA National Coastal Conference heads to Long Beach!
“Shifting Shores, Surf, and Sediment”:

Call for conference abstracts due May 6

ASBPA announces the Call 
for Abstracts for our hybrid 
National Coastal Conference 

on “Shifting Shores, Surf, and Sedi-
ment” to be held September 13-16, 
2022 in Long Beach, California. The 
National Coastal Conference provides 
an opportunity for coastal stakeholders 
and managers to develop collaborative 
networks to promote best management 
practices, while learning the latest sci-
ence, engineering and policy needed 
to maintain and improve the health of 
our beachfront and estuarine shore-
lines and ecosystems.

Please note that if 
uncertainty around travel 
restrictions could be an 
issue for you, we suggest 
that you still submit an 
abstract for this hybrid 
event and we will work 
with you on the presenta-
tion details.

We will again have sessions 
focused on criteria related to aspects of 
the Blue Flag program such as Beach 
Accessibility; Environmental Manage-
ment; Water quality; Beach safety and 
operations; and Community engage-
ment. 

Technical, policy-oriented, and 
coastal floodplain resource and flood 
risk management presentations or 
posters are invited for a broad range 

of coastal & estuarine ecology, science, 
engineering, economics, and policy. 
Specific topics include, but are not 
limited to:

• Beach restoration and manage-
ment

• Coastal design concepts and 
projects

• Green/Grey infrastructure and 
living shorelines

• Improving shoreline and coastal 
resiliency

• Regional comprehensive coastal 
studies

• Lessons learned 
from storms and extreme 
events

• Coastal & estua-
rine modeling

• Coastal hazard 
mapping & analysis tools

• Sea level rise guid-
ance, planning, and policy

• Lagoon, wetland, 
marsh, and estuary restoration

• Regional sediment management
• Economics of coastal resources
• Federal, state, and local coastal 

policy, regulatory and legal issues
• Sand source availability and 

sand rights
• Coastal infrastructure manage-

ment 
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• Policies for improving resiliency 
and adaptation

• “Nuisance flooding” and urban 
flooding challenges

• Lessons and issues in coastal 
communication and outreach

• Adapting to changing coastal 
forces

• Surfing issues
Presentations may be PowerPoint 

or Poster format. Abstracts shall in-
clude discussion on objective/motiva-
tion, methods/approach, results/find-
ings, and conclusions/lessons learned. 

Abstracts (up to 500 words, fol-
lowing the required format) are due by 
May 6 for PowerPoint presentations 
and August 1 for poster presenta-
tions. Submit abstracts via the online 
form by visiting our Conference page 
at asbpa.org/conferences/. Present-
ers are responsible for their expenses 
including travel, lodging, and registra-
tion fees. Notification of presentation 
status will occur by June 15, 2022.  v

Poster sessions (yes, 
that’s plural!) ahead
By: TIFFANY ROBERTS BRIGGS, 
Ph.D., Poster Session Chair,  
ASBPA Science & Technology 
Committee Chair

The call for poster presentation 
abstracts is open for ASBPA’s 
hybrid 2022 National Coastal 

Conference in Long Beach, California! 
We will be accepting abstract submis-
sions until the August 1 deadline.

Like last year, the hybrid confer-
ence will offer an in-person poster 
session during the opening reception 
and fully online poster presentations. 
But this year, we are excited to an-
nounce the addition of fully online, 
live lightning talks for anyone present-
ing a poster (either in-person or fully 
remote). The two-minute (optional) 
lightening talks will take place in 
virtual sessions during the conference. 
All presenters will remotely present 
in real-time (live) via zoom and all at-
tendees will also be on zoom for Q&A. 
If you would like to present a lighten-
ing talk, just indicate your intent when 
you submit an abstract for consider-
ation as a poster presentation. 

Poster presentation abstracts 
are invited from both professionals 
and students. Student posters will be 
eligible for the “best student poster” 
award given each year based on votes 
by conference attendees. Student 
poster presentations are an excellent 
way to share research activities, get 
feedback from experts from across the 
nation, and develop professional rela-
tionships and collaborations. We hope 
the newly added lightning talk sessions 
will enhance networking and direct 
discussions between the professionals 
and students of ASBPA.

Please consider submitting your 
abstract for poster presentation at this 
year’s conference in September! For 
more information on the conference, 
visit asbpa.org/conferences/.  v

We will gladly begin accepting 
award nominations on May 
10 for the 2022 National 

Coastal Conference in Long Beach, 
CA. To refresh your memories as you 
think of worthy candidates, here’s a list 
of award categories: 

The Morrough 
P. O’Brien Award is 
presented annually to 
an individual or orga-
nizational member of 
ASBPA on the basis of 1) 
an outstanding record in 
achieving the objectives 
and ideals of ASBPA; 
or 2) for major direct 
contributions to ASBPA. 
Any ASBPA member can submit a 
nomination that outlines the accom-
plishments of the nominee.

The Robert L. Wiegel Coastal 
Project Award is presented in rec-
ognition to a coastal project that has 
stood the test of time and has shown 
a positive environmental, social, or 
recreational benefit. Nominations must 
include a statement of objectives of the 
project and the major design features; 
evidence that the project achieved the 
desired objectives with a minimum 
of five years since completion; the 
environmental, social, recreational and 
other effects of the project should be 
described; a statement identifying the 
agencies and individuals responsible 
for planning, designing and construct-
ing the work and the individuals that 
will receive the award; and the cost of 
the project. 

The Robert G. Dean Coastal 
Academic Award is presented in rec-
ognition of an academic who has made 
significant contributions furthering the 
community’s understanding of coastal 
science or engineering and in fostering 
young coastal scientists or engineers. 

The Gooderham Media and 
Communications Award is presented 
to a public media or communications 
professional who has excelled in com-

2022 call for award nominations open
municating the value of our nation’s 
coasts. 

The ASBPA Member of the Year 
Award is presented annually to an 
individual giving of their time, talents, 
and treasury to further the goals of 
ASBPA’s impact.

The ASBPA Rising 
Star Award is presented 
annually to a new profes-
sional or student who 
has a lead role to further 
the positive impact of 
ASBPA’s mission.

Entries for all 
awards closes August 
1. Please submit nomi-
nations at asbpa.org/

about-us/awards-program/. All award 
recipients are invited to the Long 
Beach conference to attend the annual 
awards luncheon.  v

Abstracts.....................
 Continued from page 6
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Shores........................................................................................................
 Continued from page 5
secondary goals.

• Design features including 
constraints and challenges. Provide a 
comprehensive, concise description of 
the design and identify the issues that 
influenced the design. 

• Construction Methods. Provide 
a comprehensive, concise description 
of construction methods. Projects with 
innovative design and construction 
methods that were effective and able to 
meet project’s purposes will be favored 
where demonstrated with monitoring 
or other evidence.

• Funding. Describe the fund-
ing sources and how any obstacles 
or hurdles were overcome. Projects 
involving public / private partnerships 
and monitoring to document project 

performance success will be favored.
Outcomes. Ecological, economic 

or other outcomes that stem from the 
successfully executed 
project. Quantified 
outcomes are especially 
helpful.

A statement about 
why you consider this 
project to represent a 
Best Restored Shore in 
the United States.

Historical context/
maps/data and before/
after photographs. If available, please 
include historical information for the 
restored shoreline or area.

Several professional-quality 
color photographs of before and after 
the restoration. (Tourist development 

By: ANNIE MERCER, 
ASBPA Program Coordinator

Did you know May 22 is Inter-
national Day for Biological 
Diversity? The convention 

on Biological Diversity, a part of the 
the UN Environment Programme, 
adopted May 22 in 2000 to 
promote biodiversity issues. 
This year’s theme is “Build-
ing a Shared Future for all 
Life.” Activities include lists 
of 22 actions to promote 
biodiversity for audiences 
ranging from individuals, 
small businesses, to librar-
ies or museums. 

The Foundation for Environmen-
tal Education (FEE), the coordinat-
ing organization behind Blue Flag, 

The NSBPA Chapter will present a Northeast 
Coastal Conference titled “Superstorm Sandy 
— 10 Years Later” to be held Oct. 6-7, 2022 in 

Atlantic City, NJ. Save the date and stay tuned for 
further details. 

councils, local resorts, the US Army 
Corps of Engineers, NOAA, and USGS 
can be good sources for imagery.) 

Please include a release 
so that we can use the 
professional photographs 
in our publications. 

Selected recipi-
ents will be notified in 
advance. The ASBPA will 
prepare a press release 
and social media to 
celebrate the award win-
ners, and awardees must 

agree to provide press releases to their 
local media and arrange for a designat-
ed representative to be present at the 
ASBPA National Coastal Conference 
on Sept. 13-16, 2022, in Long Beach, 
CA (which will be a hybrid event).  v

identified Biodiversity as one of its top 
priorities in their GAIA 20:30 strategic 
plan. Beaches and shorelines boast 
incredible diversity in flora and fauna. 
Blue Flag supports management prac-
tices which balance recreational uses 
of the coastal zone with protection of 
species sharing the space by promoting 

environmental education. 
Let us know your 

favorite part of beach or 
shoreline biodiversity on 
social media by tagging us 
@asbpa on Twitter and @
AmericanBeaches on Face-
book with the #ForNature 
or #BiodiversityDay as we 

celebrate International Day for Biodi-
versity this year! 

For information visit https://
www.cbd.int/biodiversity-day.  v

Celebrate biological diversity on May 22 SAVE THE DATES:

 May 6: Deadline to submit 
abstracts for PowerPoint 
presentation at the 2022 
ASBPA National Coastal 
Conference

 May 18: ASBPA/CSO Coastal 
Celebration on Capitol Hill, 
Washington DC

 June 10: Deadline to submit 
updated information 
for the National Beach 
Nourishment Database

 July 1: Deadline to submit 
a nomination for the 2022 
Best Restored Shores award

 Aug. 1: Deadline to submit 
an abstract for a poster 
presentation for the 2022 
ASBPA National Coastal 
Conference

 Aug. 1: Deadline to 
submit conference award 
nominations


