
Save the dates:
 May 18: ASBPA/CSO Coastal Celebration, Capitol Hill, 

Washington DC
 Sept. 13-16: ASBPA’s 2022 National Coastal Conference. 

In-person in Long Beach, CA

— April 2022 —

Coastal Voice
The Newsletter of the American Shore & Beach Preservation Association

By: LESLIE PICKEL, 
ASBPA Managing Director

On behalf of all of us at 
ASBPA, I want to thank our 
speakers, sponsors, partici-

pants, Summit committee members, 
ASBPA board members, and staff for 
presenting a stellar program with en-

gaging presenta-
tions and con-
versations at the 
2022 Coastal 
Summit, which 
just wrapped up 
yesterday after-
noon on March 
31. We will have 
full coverage in 
the next issue of 

“Coastal Voice.”
Please save the date of May 18 

at the Hart Building on Capitol Hill 
from 5-7 p.m. for the ASBPA/CSO 
Coastal Celebration in Washington, 
DC. All Coastal Summit registrants 
are cordially invited to attend!  v

2022 Coastal Summit: 
‘Future of Coastal Infrastructure Investments’ a hit

Jones named new ASBPA president 

JONES

By: LESLIE PICKEL, 
ASBPA Managing Director

We are pleased to announce 
Gary Jones, Director 
of Los Angeles County 

Department of Beaches and Harbors, 
was voted in during the March 22 
board meeting as the new ASBPA 
President. Congratulations, Gary! 
Our members will note that Gary (in 
his capacity as first vice president) 
has served as acting president since 
January 6 of this year, and will fulfill 
this presidential term until fall 2023. 
He previously served as Secretary 
and has been on the Executive Com-
mittee and the Board for many years. 
Thank you for your service and 

leadership!
Gary’s 

daily responsi-
bilities include 
oversight of 
the 30 miles of 
non-contiguous 
coastline in 
Los Angeles 
County, includ-
ing Marina 
del Rey, the 
largest small-
craft harbor in 

the U.S. Please join the board and 
staff in congratulating Gary, and if 
you would like to reach out person-
ally send your emails to president@
asbpa.org.  v
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The ASBPA Coastal Summit is made possible  
by the generous support of our sponsors. 

Gold sponsor

Silver sponsors

Bronze sponsors

Government Affairs:

FY22 omnibus 
appropriations 
signed into law

In early March, Congress passed the 
FY22 omnibus appropriations bill 
to fund the federal government. 

With votes of 260-171 by the U.S. 
House of Representatives and 68-31 by 
the U.S. Senate, Congress forwarded 
the bill to President Biden and it was 
signed into law on March 16. With the 
federal government operating under 
its third continuing resolution, this 
agreement was a much-needed resolu-
tion to the FY22 Appropriations pro-
cess. The appropriations bill included 
funds for all federal agencies and we 
wanted to share a few of the highlights 
with the ASBPA membership.

As it relates to the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers Civil Works Pro-
gram, below are some of the highlights 
we have identified. We have also listed 
the FY22 President’s Budget request 
and amounts appropriated in FY21 
for many of the individual line items. 
Many of the FY22 amounts are less 
than the enacted numbers for FY21 
likely due to additional funding being 
provided in the Infrastructure Invest-
ment & Jobs Act. In addition, the prac-
tice of earmarks was restored in FY22 
(after a decade of being banned) with 
the new name  “Community Project 
Funding”; however, not all members of 
Congress submitted requests.

• $143M for General Investiga-
tions 

• $2.492B for Construction 
• $4.57B for Operation & Main-

tenance 
• $2.49B for the Harbor Mainte-

nance Trust Fund (HMT) (in accor-
dance with the CARES Act) and $50M 
for Section 2106 donor and energy 
ports (in accordance with WRDA 
2014)
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• $35M for Flood Control and 
Coastal Emergencies account in-
cluding $19.833M for the construc-
tion of shore protection project. The 
$19.833M does not include Commu-
nity Project Funding (i.e. earmarks).

• $3M for coastal field data 
collection to research the impact of 
extreme storms in coastal regions

• FY22 work plan required from 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
within 60-days on enactment.

The bill maintains language that 
keeps the Corps squarely within the 
Department of the Defense and does 
not support a larger reorganization 
effort to move the Corps to another 
agency or agencies

Additional provisions
• $2.044M for Beneficial Use of 

Dredge Material Pilot Program
• $1.5M for the National Shore-

line Management Study
• $9M for Planning Assistance 

to States 
• $0.5M for the Great Lakes 

Coastal Resiliency Study 
• $13M for the Environmental 

Infrastructure
• $9M for Planning Assistance 

to States
• Provides $12.05M for the 

Coastal Inlets Research Program
• Requires a study within-one 

year on the beneficial uses of dredged 
material for non-contiguous states 
and territories for addressing sea level 
rise and impacts on sensitive shoreline 
areas

• $16.25M for the Engineering 
with Nature Initiative (up to $5M set 
aside for the Chesapeake Bay).

• $5M for enhanced forecast-
ing capabilities for regional sediment 
management

• $3M for oyster reef 
restoration/R&D to promote healthy 
ecosystems, protect coastal infrastruc-
ture and support commercial fishing

• $8M to supplement harm-
ful algal bloom research and control 
and $4M to establish the Harmful 
Algal Bloom Demonstration Program 
(WRDA 2020)

Continuing Authorities
• $10M for CAP 204 for Benefi-

cial Uses of Dredged Material
• $11M for CAP 206 for Aquatic 

Ecosystem Restoration
• $8M for CAP 214 emergency 

streambank and shoreline protection
• $1M for CAP 103 Shore Pro-

tection
In addition, we want to share in-

formation highlighted by our partners 
regarding funding for NOAA pro-
grams that impact ASBPA stakehold-
ers:

• $79 M for Coastal Zone Man-
agement Grants

• $49M for Coastal Zone Man-
agement & Services

• $29.7M for the National Estua-
rine Research Reserve System

• $76M for Sea Grant
• $41M for the U.S. Integrated 

Ocean Observing System (IOOS)
• $2.5M for Regional Data Por-

tals
• $34M for the National Coastal 

Resilience Fund
• $33M for the Coral Reef Pro-

gram
• $55M for Habitat Conserva-

tion and Restoration
• $200M for NOAA Climate 

Research
• $59M for NOAA Mission Sup-

port
For more detailed information 

on these programs and other legisla-
tive issues, we invite you to join our 
monthly Government Affairs call on 
the third Thursday at 2 p.m. Eastern 
time.Please email managing@asbpa.
org to be added to the Government 
Affairs meeting notification list.

SHORRE Act support 
On March 24, the ASBPA sub-

mitted a letter of support for the 
Shoreline Health Oversight, Restora-
tion, Resilience, and Enhancement 
(SHORRE) Act. Introduced by Senator 
Tom Carper (DE), Senator Bill Cassidy 
(LA), Congresswoman Lisa Blount 
Rochester (DE) and Representative 
Garret Graves (LA), the bipartisan 
and bicameral piece of legislation is 
designed to restore our nation’s river-
banks and coastlines, while also mak-
ing communities across our country 
more resilient to the effects of climate 
change. This includes rising sea levels, 
extreme weather, flooding, and ero-
sion. 

We invite you to read ASBPA’s 
letter of support and consider sending 
one on behalf of your agency or orga-
nization. Every voice counts! We have 
created a model letter for you to tailor 
to your community. 

• ASBPA letter of support: 
https://tinyurl.com/asbpashorresup-
port

• Model letter of support: https://
tinyurl.com/modelasbpaletter

To learn more about the 
SHORRE Act, we invite you to read 
the announcement from Senator Tom 
Carper at carper.senate.gov.  v
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City of Sarasota (FL) Lido Key Hurricane and Storm Damage Reduction (HSDR) Project, 
2021 BRB recipient.

Final Call: 

Nominate a Best 
Restored Beach 
by April 30
By: PETER SEIDLE, Co-Chair, Best 
Restored Beaches Committee

We welcome your nomina-
tions for the 2022 Best 
Restored Beach awards. The 

award-winning projects on America’s 
open shoreline and on the Great Lakes’ 
shorelines could include:

• Beach and shoreline renourish-
ment projects on open coastlines 

• Dune restoration and dune 
building projects

• Coastal resiliency projects with 
a sandy beach or dune component

• Inlet management and regional 
sediment management (RSM) projects 
including beach placement

• Beach and shoreline projects 
on open coastlines with structures that 
enhance the performance of beach 
renourishment projects

Visit asbpa.org/about-us/awards-
program/ to learn more and make a 
nomination.

The intensity of the storms that 
have been hammering our coasts have 
been increasing. It has been proven 
that high dunes and wide beaches 
are the best defenses to minimize the 
impacts of erosion and flooding from 
severe storms. “During the COVID 
pandemic, many of America’s beaches 
have become a place to rejuvenate 
and feel safe with family and friends. 
It is important that everyone realize 
the time and effort that is required to 
maintain this critical resource,” says 
ASBPA President Gary Jones. 

Continued public support for 
restoration is crucial and often difficult 
to maintain when restoration projects 
become successful and routine. The 
ASBPA encourages nominations from 
established, as well as new projects for 

the 2022 Best Restored Beaches Award.
The Committee will evaluate the 

nomination based on your responses 
to these questions. Please feel free to 
expand on or describe in more depth 
what efforts were required.

Nominations must contain the 
following:

 Nominator’s contact informa-
tion: name, email, contact number, 
mailing address.

 The name and contact infor-
mation for the nominee’s public affairs 
specialist who will be coordinating 
with the media for press releases, etc.

 Project location map.
 The name of the project man-

ager and the construction contractor. 
If consulting firms were used in the 

Visit asbpa.org/about-us/
awards-program/ to learn more 

and make a nomination

design and/or permitting, provide the 
consulting firm’s principal scientist, 
biologist, ecologist or and/or engineer 
as appropriate.

 Project narrative, including the 
following:

• Effectiveness and Purpose. 
Describe the primary objective(s) of 
the project and any secondary objec-
tives. Discuss the effectiveness of the 
project in meeting both primary and 
any secondary goals.

• Design features including 
constraints and challenges. The nomi-
nee should provide a comprehensive 
description of the design, and identify 
the issues that influenced the design. 

• Construction Methods. The 
nominee should provide a description 
of construction methods. Projects with 
innovative design and construction 
methods that were effective and able to 
meet project’s purposes will be favored.

• Funding. Describe the fund-
ing sources and how any obstacles 
or hurdles were overcome. Projects 
with public / private partnerships and 
monitoring to document project per-
formance success will be favored.

 Several professional quality 
color photographs of before and after 
the restoration project. Please include 
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Beaches.......................
 Continued from page 4
a release so that we can use the profes-
sional photographs in our publications. 
Tourist development councils and local 
resorts are good sources for imagery. 

 A statement about why you 
consider this project is a Best Re-
stored Beach in the United States. (It is 
important to let the Committee know 
that you are passionate about your 
project and that the restoration project 
was a benefit to the shoreline habitat). 

Quantified outcomes (benefits re-
sulting from the successfully executed 
project) are especially helpful.

Please include beach nourish-
ment data for your current project, 
and historic beach nourishments to 
include volume (cubic yards), cost, 
and length of shoreline restored. Your 
project will be added to our national 
beach nourishment database located 
at https://asbpa.org/national-beach-
nourishment-database/. 

To meet submission deadlines, all 
nominations must be received by April 
30, 2022, and sent to bestrestored-
beach@asbpa.org. Visit https://asbpa.
org/about-us/awards-program/ to 
submit your nomination and view the 
nomination checklist. 

We encourage all applicants to 
use the checklist to ensure your appli-
cation is complete. All materials sub-
mitted will become property of ASBPA 
and will not be returned. Please note 
that upon written request, a nomina-
tion from a previous year submittal 
which did not receive an award can be 
carried over to 2023.

Selected recipients will be noti-
fied in advance. The ASBPA will pre-
pare a press release and social media 
to celebrate the award winners, and 
awardees must agree to provide press 
releases to their local media and ar-
range for a designated representative to 
be present at the ASBPA Coastal Sum-
mit to be held in March 2023.  v

Best Restored Shores:

Call for award nominations coming in April

City of Racine (WI), Samuel Myers Park, 2021 BRS Recipient; view of sand prairie 
towards Lake Michigan.

By: SHANNON CUNNIFF, Shannon 
Cunniff Consulting, and 
PETER SEIDLE, Moffatt & Nichol 

Are you looking forward to 
Spring? For some of us that 
means April showers, emerging 

flowers. But for us who are “coastally 
inclined,” spring means it’s time for 
ASBPA’s annual call for nominations 
for the Best Restored Shores Award 
(asbpa.org/about-us/awards-pro-
gram/). 

ASBPA’s Best Restored Shores 
Committee is looking for you to nomi-
nate or encourage others to nominate 
noteworthy shoreline restoration proj-
ects deserving of recognition. We seek 
shoreline restoration projects from 
all U.S. coasts (Pacific, Atlantic, Gulf, 
and Great Lakes) as well as those of 
U.S. protectorates and territories. We 
continue to seek projects that involve 
coastal back bays or large freshwater 
lakes; seagrass, shellfish, coral reef, and 

other submerged habitats; wetlands, 
mangroves, and other intertidal habi-
tats; living shorelines; and, beneficial 
use of dredged material. Plus, we’re 
continuing to seek projects that restore 
habitats and/or improve water quality 
in “urban waterfronts.”

We’re placing emphasis on 
projects that have substantially com-
pleted construction by summer 2020 
as we are looking for evidence that 
the project’s environmental and other 
outcomes were realized. As before, 
projects with innovative design and/or 
construction methods, implemented at 
a scale relevant to the challenges, with 
evidence that they achieved project’s 
purposes as demonstrated with moni-
toring will be favored.

The nomination process is short 
and straightforward, and it should not 
take very long for someone familiar 
with the project to put it together. 
Wouldn’t you rather be out in the field 
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on a gorgeous spring day? 

ASBPA realizes the creativity, 
dedication, perseverance it can take 
to conceive, design, and implement 
shoreline restoration projects. Our 
intent behind offering this award is 
to recognize and encourage contin-
ued expansion and refinement of 
that expertise in ways that results in 
growing the number of and enhancing 
the diversity of successful approaches 
to shoreline restoration 
that preserves, protects 
and enhances coastal 
habitats and their 
resilience to storms and 
climate change. 

To recognize 
your efforts and suc-
cesses and help build 
expertise, we ask that 
the winners of the 2022 
Best Restored Shores 
be prepared to share 
candidly your experiences. Awards will 
be formally presented at the National 
Conference and we’ll organize a panel 
for award winners to share their expe-
riences and advice and ask you to con-
sider preparing an article for ASBPA’s 
journal Shore and Beach. Not only 
does ASBPA help with and encourage 
media coverage, we will continue to 
use social media to get the word out 
about the recipients. 

Call for nominations
ASBPA is seeking nominations 

for the 2022 Best Restored Shores 
Award to recognize projects that 
enhance the environment, particularly 
on low-energy and moderate-energy 
shorelines. ASBPA seeks to award well-
designed and implemented projects 
focused on restoring natural resources 
to enhance shoreline resilience by ad-
dressing environmental degradation, 
storm impacts, climate change, and sea 
level rise — factors which increasingly 
threaten the nation’s coastal, estuarine, 

and Great Lakes communities. 
“Continued public awareness of 

and support for shore restoration is 
crucial to building coastal resilience 
to storms and rising seas. Successfully 
planning and implementing shoreline 
restoration projects can be challenging, 
and often their far-reaching economic 
benefits go unnoticed,” says ASBPA 
President Gary Jones.

Whether a project involves an 
estuary or a Great Lake, a mangrove 

or an oyster reef — if 
it resulted in recreat-
ing thriving habitats or 
improved water quality 
to benefit multiple uses 
and aid local economies, 
we invite you to nomi-
nate a project. 

Nominations can 
include:

• Back bay projects
• Living shoreline 

projects (including large 
freshwater lakes)

• Beneficial use of dredge mate-
rial for environmental outcomes

• Seagrass, shellfish, reef, and 
other submerged habitat projects

• Wetlands, mangroves, and 
other intertidal habitat and shoreline 
enhancement, restoration, or creation

• Urban waterfronts (where 
coastal habitat restoration, green de-
sign and materials are key aspects)

All nominations should be for 
projects that have completed construc-
tion by summer 2020. This is to allow 
more complete reporting on successful 
outcomes and lessons learned. ASBPA’s 
Best Restored Shores Committee will 
evaluate each nomination based on the 
responses to the following questions, 
and please feel free to expand on or 
describe in more depth what efforts 
were required. 

Nominations are due by July 
1, 2022 via email to bestrestored-
shores@asbpa.org. 

Questions? Visit asbpa.org/

about-us/awards-program/ to learn 
more about the Best Restored Shores 
award. 

Nomination checklist
BRS 2022 Nominations to in-

clude the following, in order: 
 Contact information
Nominator’s contact information: 

name, email, contact number, mailing 
address.

 The name of the project man-
ager and the construction contractor. 
If consulting firms were used in the 
design and/or permitting, provide the 
consulting firm’s principal scientist,  
biologist, ecologist and/or engineer as 
appropriate.

 The name and contact infor-
mation for the nominee’s public affairs 
specialist who will be coordinating 
with the media for press releases, etc.

 Project location map.
 Project narrative, including the 

following:
• Effectiveness and Purpose. 

Describe the primary objective(s) of 
the project and any secondary objec-
tives. Demonstrate the effectiveness of 
the project in meeting both primary 
and secondary goals.

• Design features including 
constraints and challenges. Provide a 
comprehensive, concise description of 
the design and identify the issues that 
influenced the design. 

• Construction Methods. Pro-
vide a comprehensive, concise descrip-
tion of construction methods. Projects 
with innovative design and construc-
tion methods that were effective and 
able to meet project’s purposes will 
be favored where demonstrated with 
monitoring or other evidence.

• Funding. Describe the fund-
ing sources and how any obstacles 
or hurdles were overcome. Projects 
involving public / private partnerships 
and monitoring to document project 
performance success will be favored.
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• Outcomes. Ecological, eco-
nomic or other outcomes that stem 
from the successfully executed project. 
Quantified outcomes are especially 
helpful.

 A statement about why you 
consider this project to represent a 
Best Restored Shore in the United 
States.

 Historical context/maps/data 
and before/after photographs. If avail-
able, please include historical informa-
tion for the restored shoreline or area.

 Several professional quality 
color photographs of before and after 
the restoration. (Tourist development 
councils, local resorts, the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, NOAA, and USGS 
can be good sources for imagery.) 
Please include a release so that we can 
use the professional photographs in 
our publications. 

Selected recipients will be 
notified in advance. The ASBPA will 
prepare a press release and social 
media to celebrate the award winners, 
and awardees must agree to provide 
press releases to their local media and 
arrange for a designated representative 
to be present at the ASBPA National 
Coastal Conference on September 
13-16, 2022 in Long Beach, CA (which 
will be a hybrid event).  v

National Beach Nourishment 
Database update begins April 1

The National Beach Nourishment 
Database, an online geodatabase 
that provides national-scale 

statistics on U.S. communities beach 
nourishment efforts over the last 
century, update begins April 1. The da-
tabase has been compiled over the last 
two decades and is updated annually 
by the ASBPA membership. 

We invite you to submit project 
data you have access to that would 
expand the scope and accuracy of the 
database and please feel free to forward 
on to relevant project managers. While 
we want updates and information on 
new projects, we also need help with 

historic projects, fact checking, length 
and cost figures for past projects. 
Please log in to look at the projects 
showing in your region and as always, 
we welcome any quality checking you 
can offer with the older records. 

The update period closes on June 
10. If you would like to submit a proj-
ect for this year’s update, please email 
Michael Priddy, ASBPA Science & 
Technology Intern, at mpriddy2020@
fau.edu. Include the project year, 
name, volume (cubic yards), length 
(feet), and cost if possible. Thank you 
for your assistance with this important 
annual endeavor!  v

Save the date:

Blue Flag summer seminar series
By: ANNIE MERCER, Program Coordinator

Save the date! Blue Flag USA is hosting three virtual beach management 
networking discussions this summer May through July! Each session will 
be an hour and a half with two presentations on the topic, followed by net-

working discussions between coastal practitioners. Topics include Educational 
Activities, Debris Management, and Plastics. Be on the lookout for more details 
about dates, times, and speakers. We look forward to sharing information and 
experiences from across the ASBPA network!

Sponsorships are available, contact annie.mercer@asbpa.org for more 
information.  v
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National Coastal Conference:

‘Shifting Shores, 
Surf, and Sediment’ 
abstracts due May 1

ASBPA announces the Call for 
Abstracts for our National 
Coastal Conference on “Shift-

ing Shores, Surf, and Sediment” to be 
held Sept. 13-16, 2022 in Long Beach, 
California. The National Coastal 
Conference provides an opportunity 
for coastal stakeholders and manag-
ers to develop collaborative networks 
to promote best management prac-
tices, while learning the latest science, 
engineering and policy needed to 
maintain and improve the health of 
our beachfront and 
estuarine shorelines 
and ecosystems.

Please note that 
if uncertainty around 
travel restrictions 
could be an issue 
for you, we suggest 
that you still submit 
an abstract for this 
hybrid event and we 
will work with you 
on the presentation 
details.

We will again have sessions 
focused on criteria related to aspects of 
the Blue Flag program such as Beach 
Accessibility; Environmental Manage-
ment; Water quality; Beach safety and 
operations; and Community engage-
ment. 

Technical, policy-oriented, and 
coastal floodplain resource and flood 
risk management presentations or 
posters are invited for a broad range 
of coastal & estuarine ecology, science, 
engineering, economics, and policy. 
Specific topics include, but are not 
limited to:

• Beach restoration and manage-
ment

• Coastal design concepts and 
projects

• Green/Grey infrastructure and 
living shorelines

• Improving shoreline and coastal 
resiliency

• Regional comprehensive coastal 
studies

• Lessons learned from storms 
and extreme events

• Coastal & estuarine modeling
• Coastal hazard mapping & 

analysis tools
• Sea level rise guidance, plan-

ning, and policy
• Lagoon, wetland, marsh, and 

estuary restoration
• Regional sediment management
• Economics of coastal resources
• Federal, state, and local coastal 

policy, regulatory and legal issues
• Sand source availability and 

sand rights
• Coastal infra-

structure manage-
ment 

• Policies for 
improving resiliency 
and adaptation

• “Nuisance 
flooding” and urban 
flooding challenges

• Lessons and 
issues in coastal 
communication and 
outreach

• Adapting to changing coastal 
forces

• Surfing issues
Presentations may be PowerPoint 

or Poster format. Abstracts shall in-
clude discussion on objective/motiva-
tion, methods/approach, results/find-
ings, and conclusions/lessons learned.

Abstracts (up to 500 words, fol-
lowing the required format) are due by 
May 1 for PowerPoint Presentations 
and Aug. 1 for Poster Presentations. 
Submit abstracts via the online form 
by visiting our Conference page at 
asbpa.org/conferences/. Presenters are 
responsible for their expenses includ-
ing travel, lodging, and registration 
fees. Notification of presentation status 
will occur by June 15, 2022.  v

Poster sessions  
(yes, that’s plural!)
By: TIFFANY ROBERTS BRIGGS, 
Ph.D., Poster Session Chair

The call for poster presentation 
abstracts is open for ASBPA’s 
hybrid 2022 National Coastal 

Conference in Long Beach, California! 
We will be accepting abstract submis-
sions until the Aug. 1 deadline.

Like last year, the hybrid confer-
ence will offer an in-person poster 
session during the opening reception 
and fully online poster presentations. 
But this year, we are excited to an-
nounce the addition of fully online, 
live lightning talks for anyone pre-
senting a poster (either in-person or 
fully remote). The two-minute (option-
al) lightening talks will take place in 
virtual sessions during the conference. 
All presenters will remotely present 
in real-time (live) via zoom and all at-
tendees will also be on Zoom for Q&A. 
If you would like to present a lightning 
talk, just indicate your intent when you 
submit an abstract for consideration as 
a poster presentation. 

Poster presentation abstracts 
are invited from both professionals 
and students. Student posters will be 
eligible for the “best student poster” 
award given each year based on votes 
by conference attendees. Student 
poster presentations are an excellent 
way to share research activities, get 
feedback from experts from across the 
nation, and develop professional rela-
tionships and collaborations. We hope 
the newly added lightning talk sessions 
will enhance networking and direct 
discussions between the professionals 
and students of ASBPA.

Please consider submitting your 
abstract for poster presentation at this 
year’s conference in September! For 
more information on the 2022 Nation-
al Coastal Conference in Long Beach, 
CA visit asbpa.org/conferences/.  v
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By: LEANNE HAUPTMAN, Florida 
Atlantic University, Coastal Studies 
Laboratory 

My name is Leanne Hauptman, 
I am a first-year Ph.D. stu-
dent in the Coastal Studies 

Laboratory at Florida Atlantic Univer-
sity and the current Coastal Universi-
ties Guide Chair for ASBPA’s Student 
and New Professionals Chapter. I grew 
up in Maryland, where I would spend 
my summers at the beach. I have 
always had a passion for the environ-
ment and learning about the relation-
ships between marine science and 
society. This passion drove my goals 
in continuing my education in marine 
science and coastal geology.

I began my science career 
completing my Bachelor of Science in 
marine science from Coastal Carolina 
University. I obtained my master’s 
degree in marine ecosystems and 
society from the University of Mi-
ami’s Rosenstiel School of Marine and 
Atmospheric Science. During my time 
at the University of Miami, I focused 
my thesis on the relationship between 
beach nourishment and sea turtle nest-
ing trends. I found myself completely 
intrigued with beach nourishment and 
the processes affecting our shorelines. 
This interest led me to the doctoral 
program at Florida Atlantic University, 

studying under Dr. Tiffany Roberts 
Briggs in the Coastal Studies Labora-
tory. 

Our coastlines are being affected 
by an increase in erosion by a multi-
tude of processes like sea-level rise, 
storms, hurricanes, and anthropogenic 
effects. Coastal erosion has impacted 
many coastal communities and has 
had a reduction in critical habitat 
for endangered species. This coastal 
hazard has led my research to focus on 
the examination of beach morphologic 
evolution associated with beach nour-
ishment projects and critical ecological 
habitats on the beaches of Florida.

Beach nourishment has become 
a popular solution to mitigate erosion, 
protect against storms, and provide 
important habitat. After sediment has 
been placed, the nourishment area will 
go through a process of equilibration. 
During this process, natural forces will 
distribute the placed sediment into a 
more stable beach state. Borrow sedi-
ment can vary from inlet, offshore, to 
upland sources. Understanding the 
different physical properties of placed 
sediment on performance and equili-
bration process from beach nour-
ishment is important to ensure this 
coastal defense continues to provide 
benefits and functionality. 

I plan to investigate the dynamics 
of placed sediment and morphology 

Leanne Hauptman, Coastal Universities 
Guide (CUG) Chair, Florida Atlantic 
University.

Students & New Professionals Chapter:
Recognizing students and young professionals in coastal engineering
By: LEANNE HAUPTMAN, Florida Atlantic University, Coastal Studies Laboratory; and
TEMITOPE E. IDOWU, Graduate Research Assistant, University of Delaware

Investigating the dynamics of 
sedimentology and morphology response 
from beach nourishment projects in Florida

response from beach nourishment 
projects. Examining how nourished 
and non-nourished beaches are re-
sponding to anthropogenic and natural 
processes. The goal is to quantify beach 
nourishment project performance 
based on sedimentology from different 
sources, as well as examine non-nour-
ished beach performance. 

Furthermore, I plan to investi-
gate placed sedimentology in relation 
to ecosystem functions like sea turtle 
nesting. My research intends to aid in 
future management practices for the 
improvement of Florida’s coastlines 
to ensure the protection of coastal 
communities and the preservation of 
ecological habitats.  v
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2022 SNP Chapter 
board elections

The annual SNP Board of Direc-
tors election for 2022 took place 
virtually on Feb. 16. The elec-

tion saw the emergence of new faces 
on the board as the leadership team 

seeks to steer the 
affairs of the or-
ganization to new 
heights. Here is a 
list of our newly 
elected 2022 SNP 
Board of Direc-
tors: 

• President: Taylor Zimmerman 
(McLaren Engineering Group)

• Vice president: Wendy Laurent 
(Taylor Engineering) 

• Social Chair: Temitope Ezekiel 
Idowu (University of Delaware)

• Coastal Universities Guide 
(CUG) Chair: Leanne Hauptman (Flo-
rida Atlantic University) 

• Treasurer: Jeremy Smith (Cali-
forn ia Coastal Commission)

• Podcast Chair: Marissa Torres 
(USACE ERDC).

We wish the new board of direc-
tors all the best.

Northeast Chapter

The NSBPA 
Chapter will 
present a 

Northeast Coastal 
Conference titled “Su-
perstorm Sandy — 10 
Years Later” to be held 
on Oct. 6-7, 2022, in 
Atlantic City, NJ. Please 
save the date and stay 
tuned for further details. 

Texas Chapter 

The Texas ASBPA Chapter will 
host our sixth Symposium on 
Thursday, April 14, in Corpus 

Christi, at Texas A&M Harte Research 
Institute. This 
event will be a 
collaboration with 
the University of 
Texas Marine Sci-
ence Institute in 
Port Aransas, the 
Coasts, Oceans, 

Ports, and Rivers Institute (COPRI) of 
the American Society of Civil Engi-
neers (ASCE), and the Texas A& M 
Harte Research Institute in Corpus 
Christi. 

Abstracts are requested for tech-
nical and policy-oriented talks related 
to coastal issues, disaster recovery, 
coastal ecology, science, engineering, 
and economics, and coastal policy.  v

Save the dates:
 April 30: Deadline to 

submit a nomination for 
the Best Restored Beach 
award

 May 1: Deadline to 
submit an abstract for a 
PowerPoint presentation 
for the 2022 ASBPA 
National Coastal 
Conference

 May 18: ASBPA/CSO 
Coastal Celebration, 
Capitol Hill, Washington 
DC

 June 10: Deadline 
to submit updated 
information for 
the National Beach 
Nourishment Database

 July 1: Deadline to 
submit a nomination for 
the Best Restored Shores 
award

 Aug. 1: Deadline to 
submit an abstract for a 
poster presentation for 
the 2022 ASBPA National 
Coastal Conference

 Sept. 13-16: ASBPA’s 
2022 National Coastal 
Conference, being held 
in person and online in 
Long Beach, California


