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ASBPA in partnership with Coastal States Organization hosted the Coastal 
Celebration on May 18 at the Hart Senate Office Building, bringing 
together more than 150 national coastal advocates including elected offi-

cials, business and industry leaders, conservation and environmental non-profits, 
state coastal managers, coastal scientists and engineers. Special thanks to Senator 
Cassidy (R-LA), Representative Bonamici (D-OR), and ASA Michael Connor for 
their time to formally address the gathering to discuss the value of healthy coast-
lines and celebrate America’s beaches and coasts. The Celebration would not be 
possible without the support of our sponsors. To all of you, we extend our sincere 
thanks for your ongoing support! — Leslie Pickel, ASBPA Managing Director v

Thanks to 
this year’s 
sponsors:

U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers releases 
FY22 work plan

On May 25, the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers released 
the FY22 work plan. Per the 

FY22 omnibus appropriations bill 
which the President signed on March 
15, the Corps was directed to produce 
a work plan within 60-days to provide 
additional funding for authorized 
Corps projects funded in the FY22 

appropriations bill, 
as well as to provide 
funding for autho-
rized Corps projects 
that were not funded 
by the FY22 appro-

priations bill (either as a President’s 
budget request or a Member-requested 
community-funded project). 

Here is a link (https://www.
usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-Works/
Budget/) to the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers Budget page which has the 
links to all of the Corps of Engineers 
information for FY22 and previous ap-
propriations bills. The FY22 work plan 
was initially shared with Congress on 
May 20, but due to ongoing conversa-
tions with the Office of Management & 
Budget the public release of the work 
plan was delayed until May 25.  v
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Approval of 
WRDA 2022 
looking good

Movement is continuing on the 
Water Resources Develop-
ment Act of 2022 (WRDA 

2022). Over the past month, both the 
Senate Environment & Public Works 
Committee and the House Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure Committee 
have voted unanimously to approve 
their versions of WRDA 2022. 

Not surprisingly, the two versions 
have significant differences that will 
need to be resolved prior to final pas-
sage, and ASBPA has submitted letters 
of support for Congressional commit-
ment to develop a final bill this year. 
There is not yet a timeline for consid-
eration by the full Senate and House of 
Representatives, but this is a positive 
step forward and builds hope that 
WRDA will be passed prior to Con-
gress returning home for the sprint to 
the mid-term elections.

In addition, the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers has released their call for 
Section 7001 proposals. This process 
was created in WRDA 2014 as a way 
to work around the previous earmark 
ban. While earmarks returned in 
FY22, this process still provides non-
federal sponsors with the opportunity 
to submit study requests and modifica-
tions to authorized projects through an 
agency review process. 

Interested non-federal sponsors 
have until Aug. 29, 2022, to submit 
Section 7001 proposals. In turn, the 
Administration is required to provide 
a corresponding report to Congress 
by February 2023. Submit proposals 
online at: https://www.usace.army.mil/
Missions/Civil-Works/Project-Plan-
ning/WRRDA-7001-Proposals/  v

The ASBPA National Beach 
Nourishment Database is an 
online geodatabase of national-

scale statistics on U.S. communities’ 
beach nourishment efforts over the last 
century (Elko et al. 2021). The data-
base has been compiled over the last 
two decades and is updated annually 
by the ASBPA membership.

Please submit any project data 
you have access to that would expand 
the scope and accuracy of the data-
base and share this invitation broadly 
within your networks. The update 
period closes on June 10. 

We certainly want updates and 
information on new projects, but we 
also need help with historic projects, 
fact checking, and length and cost fig-
ures for past projects. So even though 

2022 update of National Beach 
Nourishment Database closes soon

you may not have anything to add if no 
nourishment projects occurred in your 
region last year, please do take a look 
and let us know if anything is missing 
or incorrect.

Make sure your project isn’t 
missed! If you would like to submit a 
project(s) for this year’s update, please 
email nicole.elko@asbpa.org. Include 
the project year, name, volume (cubic 
yards), length (feet), and cost if pos-
sible. Thank you!  v

RefeRence: Elko, N., Briggs, T.R., 
Benedet, L., Robertson, W., Thomson, 
G., Webb, B.M., and K. Garvey, 2021. 
“A Century of U.S. Beach Nourishment. 
Ocean & Coastal Management,” 199(2021) 
105406, ISSN 0964-5691, https://doi.
org/10.1016/j.ocecoaman.2020.105406

Are we ready for summer school? Over the months of February and 
March 2022, Administration officials hosted a series of webinars 
called “Infrastructure School” to show participants how to use the 

Bipartisan Infrastructure Law Guidebook and provide a deeper look at im-
portant information and upcoming milestones for each of the major areas 
of investment in the law. Below is a link to the full White House announce-
ment where you can find separate videos for each session: https://www.
whitehouse.gov/build/briefing-room/2022/05/04/infrastructure-school-
webinars/  v

Infrastructure school is in session
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cUnnIff

Time to submit 
nominations in for 
Best Restored Shores!
By SHAnnOn cUnnIff,  
Shannon Cunniff Consulting, and  
PETER SEIDLE, Moffatt & Nichol 

It’s June, and that means there’s only 
a few weeks left to submit a nomi-
nation for the annual ASBPA call 

for nominations for 
the Best Restored 
Shores Award (asb-
pa.org/about-us/
awards-program/).  
No need to panic! 
You’ve got this! 
Especially as we’ve 
made the process 
straightforward 
and simple. For 
someone familiar 
with the project 
it should not take very long. We like 
simple, concise, direct, and clear. So it’s 

The Sassafras Landing Living Shoreline in Sussex County, DE, a 2021 Best Restored 
Shores winner.

Best Restored  
Shores award  
nominations due July 1

ASBPA is seeking nominations 
for the 2022 Best Restored 
Shores Award to recognize 

projects which enhance the environ-
ment, particularly on low-energy and 
moderate-energy shorelines. ASBPA 
seeks to award well-designed and 
implemented projects focused on 
restoring natural resources 
to enhance shoreline resil-
ience by addressing envi-
ronmental degradation, 
storm impacts, climate 
change, and sea level rise 
— factors which increas-
ingly threaten the nation’s 
coastal, estuarine, and 
Great Lakes communities. 

“Continued public awareness of 
and support for shore restoration is 
crucial to building coastal resilience 
to storms and rising seas. Successfully 
planning and implementing shore-
line restoration projects can be chal-
lenging, and often their far-reaching 
economic benefits go unnoticed,” says 
Gary Jones, president of ASBPA.

Whether a project involves an 
estuary or a Great Lake, a mangrove 
or an oyster reef — if it resulted in rec-
reating thriving habitats or improved 
water quality to benefit multiple uses 
and aid local economies, we invite you 
to nominate a project. 

Nominations can include:
• Back bay projects
• Living shoreline 

projects (including large 
freshwater lakes)

• Beneficial use of 
dredge material for envi-
ronmental outcomes

• Seagrass, shellfish, 
reef, and other submerged 
habitat projects

• Wetlands, mangroves, and 
other intertidal habitat and shoreline 
enhancement, restoration, or creation

• Urban waterfronts (where 
coastal habitat restoration, green de-
sign and materials are key aspects)

All nominations should be for 
projects that have completed construc-
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tion by Summer 2020.  This is to allow 
more complete reporting on successful 
outcomes and lessons learned. ASBPA’s 
Best Restored Shores Committee will 
evaluate each nomination based on the 
responses to the following questions, 
and please feel free to expand on or 
describe in more depth what efforts 
were required. 

Nominations are due by July 
1 via email to bestrestoredshores@
asbpa.org. 

Questions? Visit asbpa.org/
about-us/awards-program/ to learn 
more about the Best Re-
stored Shores award. 

Nomination needs
The BRS 2022 Nom-

inations must include the 
following, in order: 

• Nominator’s con-
tact information: name, 
email, contact number, 
mailing address.

• The name of the project man-
ager and the construction contractor. 
If consulting firms were used in the 
design and/or permitting, provide the 
consulting firm’s principal scientist, 
biologist, ecologist and/or engineer as 
appropriate.

• The name and contact informa-
tion for the nominee’s public affairs 
specialist who will be coordinating 
with the media for press releases, etc.

• Project location map.
• Project narrative, including the 

following:
— Effectiveness and Purpose. Des-

cribe the primary objective(s) of the 
project and any secondary objectives. 
Demonstrate the effectiveness of the 
project in meeting both primary and 
secondary goals.

— Design features including 
constraints and challenges. Provide a 
comprehensive, concise description of 
the design and identify the issues that 
influenced the design.  

time to get it off your To-Do List! 
What qualifies as a “shoreline 

restoration project”? ASBPA is look-
ing for projects that involve coastal 
back bays or large freshwater lakes; 
seagrass, shellfish, coral reef, and other 
submerged habitats; wetlands, man-
groves, and other intertidal habitats; 
living shorelines; and, beneficial use of 
dredged material. Plus, we’re con-
tinuing to seek projects that restore 

habitats and/or 
improve water 
quality in “urban 
waterfronts.” They 
just need to be 
noteworthy — suc-
cessful and ideally 
innovative in terms 
of funding, meth-
ods, partners, et al., 
and performed at 
a scale appropriate 

for the problem being resolved. 
Think about projects you’ve been 

involved with or know about from 
the U.S. coastal waters (i.e., Pacific 
— including Hawaii, Atlantic, Gulf, 
and Great Lakes) as well as from U.S. 
protectorates and territories. Let’s help 
these great projects get some recogni-
tion and show how ASBPA advances 
the quality and quantity of excellent 
shoreline restoration in diverse envi-
ronments and geographies.   v

— Construction Methods. Provide 
a comprehensive, concise description 
of construction methods. Projects with 
innovative design and construction 
methods that were effective and able to 
meet project’s purposes will be favored 
where demonstrated with monitoring 
or other evidence.

— Funding. Describe the fund-
ing sources and how any obstacles 
or hurdles were overcome. Projects 
involving public / private partnerships 
and monitoring to document project 
performance success will be favored.

• Outcomes. Ecological, econom-
ic or other outcomes that 
stem from the successfully 
executed project. Quanti-
fied outcomes are espe-
cially helpful.

• A statement about 
why you consider this 
project to represent a Best 
Restored Shore in the 
United States.

• Historical context/
maps/data and before/after photo-
graphs. If available, please include 
historical  information for the restored 
shoreline or area.

• Several professional quality 
color photographs of before and after 
the restoration. (Tourist development 
councils, local resorts, the US Army 
Corps of Engineers, NOAA, and USGS 
can be good sources for imagery.) 
Please include a release so that we can 
use the professional photographs in 
our publications. 

Selected recipients will be 
notified in advance. The ASBPA will 
prepare a press release and social 
media to celebrate the award winners, 
and awardees must agree to provide 
press releases to their local media and 
arrange for a designated representative 
to be present at the ASBPA National 
Coastal Conference on Sept. 13-16, 
2022, in Long Beach, CA (which will 
be a hybrid event) to receive the award 
and discuss the project.  v

SeIDLe

SAVE THE DATES:

 June 10: Deadline to submit 
updated information for the 
National Beach Nourishment 
Database

 July 1: Deadline to submit a 
nomination for the 2022 Best 
Restored Shores award

 Aug. 1: Deadline to submit 
an abstract for a poster 
presentation for the 2022 
National Coastal Conference

 Aug. 1: Deadline to submit 
conference award nominations
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The 2022 ASBPA National Coastal Conference heads to Long Beach!
“Shifting Shores, Surf, and Sediment”:

Conference field trip, short courses set
National Coastal 
Conference registration 
& sponsorships open

Registration fees are the same 
for in-person or virtual attendees and 
partial-event registrations are now 
available:
 Before Aug. 1:
ASBPA member  non-member
 $420       $550
Student member non-member
 $75       $105
 After Aug. 1:
ASBPA member  non-member
 $470       $600
Student member non-member
 $100       $130
 After Sept. 1:
ASBPA member  non-member
 $520       $650
Student member non-member
 $100       $130
 Half-day CZF short course:
ASBPA member/non-member: $100
Student member/non-member: $50

Cancellations for registration are avail-
able until Sept. 5 to receive a full refund (minus 
a $50 processing fee). Send checks or govern-
ment purchase orders to ASBPA, 11940 Palba 
Way, Unit 5102, Fort Myers, FL 33912.

Sponsorships: A wide variety of 
sponsorships are available, and going 
fast! Thanks to all who have already 
jumped on board! Please see full de-
tails at asbpa.org/conferences or email 
the Pickels at managing@asbpa.org. 

The National Coastal Conference 
begins Tuesday-Friday, Sept. 
13-16 at the Westin Long Beach 

located at 333 East Ocean Boulevard. 
It’s a 10-minute walk to the LBC iconic 
beaches! The reduced group rate is 
$219, government rate is $181, and 
are available now through Aug. 26. A 
limited number of rooms available at 
the prevailing government rate with 
required ID upon check-in. Book your 
room by visiting asbpa.org/confer-
ences/.

On Friday, Sept. 
16, just after the confer-
ence ends, hop aboard 
and ride along the Pacific 
Coast Highway making 
four stops along the way 
to Surfside/Sunset Beach, 
Bolsa Chica Wetlands, 
Santa Ana River/Newport 
Beach, and Crystal Cove State Beach. 
Sign up at asbpa.org/conferences.

Two new short courses 
We are pleased to offer two 

new short courses as a prelude to 
the National Coastal Conference in 
Long Beach this September. Both 
short courses, offered in cooperation 
with Coastal Zone Foundation, are 
new modules of the Certified Coastal 
Practitioner® (CCP) certification. They 

will be offered on Tuesday, Sept. 13, 
prior to the start of the conference on 
Wednesday, Sept. 14.

 EWN: Engineering With Na-
ture® is leading a four-hour course on 
designing natural-based infrastructure 
for increased coastal resilience. The 
course will include technical presenta-
tions that cover a broad range of topics 
including quantifying environmental 
benefits associated with natural infra-
structure, strategies for designing with 

natural infrastructure, in-
novative engineering and 
operational procedures, 
modeling, benefits quan-
tification, and strategic 
communications.

The course objec-
tives are:

1) Provide partici-
pants with an overview of 

EWN and its practices and example 
projects. 

2) Demonstrate how natu-
ral infrastructure promotes coastal 
resilience, flood risk reduction, and 
ecosystem services. 

3) Introduce participants to many 
EWN tools, materials, and solutions. 

4) Share the innovative research 
being conducted within the EWN 
program.
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Thanks to our sponsors for the 2022  
ASBPA National Coastal Conference

A wide variety of sponsorships still available...
See full details at asbpa.org/conferences or email managing@asbpa.org.

Award nominations 
for 2022 due Aug. 1

We are accepting award nomi-
nations now through Aug. 1 
for the Long Beach Confer-

ence. To refresh your memories as you 
think of worthy candidates, here’s a list 
of award categories: 

The Morrough P. O’Brien Award 
is presented annually to an individual 
or organizational member of ASBPA 
on the basis of 1) an outstanding 
record in achieving the objectives and 
ideals of ASBPA; or 2) for major direct 
contributions to ASBPA. Any ASBPA 
member can submit a nomination.

The Robert L. Wiegel Coastal 
Project Award is presented in rec-
ognition to a coastal project that has 
stood the test of time and has shown 
a positive environmental, social, or 
recreational benefit. Nominations must 
include a statement of objectives of the 
project and the major design features; 
evidence that the project achieved the 
desired objectives with a minimum 
of five years since completion; the 
environmental, social, recreational and 
other effects of the project should be 
described; a statement identifying the 
agencies and individuals responsible 
for planning, designing and construct-
ing the work and the individuals that 
will receive the award; and the cost of 
the project. 

The Robert G. Dean Coastal 
Academic Award is presented in rec-
ognition of an academic who has made 
significant contributions furthering the 
community’s understanding of coastal 
science or engineering and in fostering 
young coastal scientists or engineers. 

The Gooderham Media and 
Communications Award is presented 
to a public media or communications 
professional who has excelled in com-
municating the value of our coasts. 

The ASBPA Member of the Year 
Award is presented annually to an 
individual giving of their time, talents, 

 Continued on page 12
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The Annual Members Meeting 
will be held on Wednesday, 
Sept. 14, during ASBPA’s An-

nual National Coastal Conference at 
the Westin Long Beach, CA. Members 
do not need to be registered for the 
conference to participate.

ASBPA President 
Gary Jones appointed 
Secretary Tiffany Rob-
erts Briggs as chair of 
this year’s Nominating 
Committee, which also 
includes ASBPA board 
members Brian Caufield and Lee Weis-
har, as well as Managing Director Les-
lie Pickel. The committee will prepare a 
slate of candidates to be voted on at the 
annual meeting. If you are interested 

Save the date:

Summer Series 
continues June 15
 By: AnnIe MeRceR,  
Program Coordinator

Blue Flag USA is hosting “Natural 
and Microplastic Debris in Sedi-
ment’’ on Wednesday, June 15, 

2:00-3:30 p.m. EDT. Speakers include: 
David Hewett and Christy Ferguson, 
Town of Holden Beach, NC; Judd Ma-
han, TetraTech; and Russell Cole, City 
of Galveston, TX. Presentations will be 
followed by a roundtable discussion on 
the impacts, challenges, and next steps 
for coastal debris management mode-
rated by Dolan Eversole.

Register in advance for this meet-
ing: https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/
register/tZwsduqvpjkrHd1FtYNcz2D-
m0J-EEKuScjTW

After registering, you will receive 
a confirmation email containing 
information about joining the meet-
ing. Registration is free to all inter-
ested. Each month will have a separate 
registration link, be on the lookout for 
more information at https://blueflag.
us/blue-flag-2022-summer-series/.  v

Next ‘Shore & Beach’ 
to highlight critical 
coastal infrastructure 

Your next issue of the ASBPA 
journal Shore & Beach (Volume 
90, Number 2) is dedicated to 

the theme “Critical Coastal Infrastruc-
ture.” As the issue editors state: “In-
frastructure differs from many other 
types of development along the coast 
due to its network of linkages along the 
coast and far inland, its longevity, its 
importance during and after disasters, 
and the many interdependencies that 
infrastructure has with other infra-
structure and the communities that are 
served.” These issues are explored in 
six papers, and we hope that you will 
find this issue inspiring and informa-
tive. 

Articles in the issue include:
• “Discreet working waterfronts 

are a lifeline for Maine fishermen” by 
Monique Coombs

• “Adapting wastewater treatment 
plants to sea level rise: A case study of 
Half Moon Bay, California” by Brittney 
Cozzolino 

• “Beach nourishment provides 
resilient protection for critical coastal 
infrastructure” by James R. Houston

• “Disposable or readily relocat-
able infrastructure to aid managed 
coastal retreat” by Angus D. Gordon 

• “Resilient edges — holistic 
coastal protection and lessons learned” 
by Ian McRae and Jim Remlin

• “Sea level rise planning for re-
silient coastal infrastructure in Califor-
nia’s coastal zone” by Mary Matella.  v

Annual meeting set, board nominations open
in being considered by the Nominat-
ing Committee, please contact Tiffany 
Roberts Briggs at briggst@fau.edu by 
July 1. 

The committee’s slate of candi-
dates will be emailed to active ASBPA 

members at least 30 
days prior to the elec-
tion. Nominations from 
outside the Nominat-
ing Committee shall be 
valid provided they are 
submitted no less than 
60 days in advance of the 

annual meeting and are accompanied 
by no less than 10 signatures of rec-
ommendation from active members 
and the prior consent of the person 
nominated.  v
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Students & New Professionals Chapter:
Recognizing students and young professionals in coastal engineering
By: LEANNE HAUPTMAN, Florida Atlantic University, Coastal Studies Laboratory; and
TEMITOPE E. IDOWU, Graduate Research Assistant, University of Delaware

The Coastal Zone Foundation 
(CZF) is pleased to announce 
that William “Mick” Prouse and 

Alexis Miller have earned the designa-
tion of Certified Coastal Practitioner® 
(CCP) professional credential. 

Earning the CCP designation 
distinguishes Prouse and Miller as 
having a broad knowledge base and 
understanding of the interrelation-
ships that exist among different coastal 
professions. 

Prouse graduated from Texas 
A&M University-Galveston with a 
degree in Offshore and Coastal En-
gineering. He began his professional 
work providing survey assistance on 
over 25 different Texas coastal projects, 
specializing in Unmanned Aerial Sys-
tems (UAS) photogrammetry. Prouse 
currently works as a Coastal Engineer 
overseeing construction of beneficial-

Coastal Zone Foundation names Prouse, 
Miller newest Certified Coastal Practitioners

PROUSe MILLeR
use marsh restoration in Galveston 
Bay. 

Said Prouse: “I am excited to con-
tinue my career as a Certified Coastal 
Practitioner by applying my knowledge 
to the dynamic Texas coast.”

Miller graduated from Texas 
A&M University in May 2021 with a 
bachelor’s degree in Ocean Engineer-
ing. Upon graduation, she was help-
ing develop a model to forecast the 
impacts of hurricanes along the Gulf 

Coast. Miller currently works as a 
Coastal Engineer on various coastal 
projects including marsh creation and 
risk reduction.

To earn the CCP credential, 
candidates must complete a series of 
10 short courses offered by the Coastal 
Zone Foundation in cooperation with 
ASBPA. The CCP program provides 
participants with multidisciplinary 
instruction on comprehensive coastal 
management and defines the body of 
knowledge, which reflects best prac-
tices for coastal practitioners. 

The Coastal Zone Foundation 
was formed in 1984 with the purpose 
of advancing scientific and related 
engineering and planning knowledge. 
Please visit coastalzonefoundation.org 
to learn more.  v

MAC held a webinar on IIJA 
Funding in conjunction with 
our Annual Meeting on May 

24. MAC Board member Jesse Hayden, 
Delaware DNREC, gave an overview 
of how IIJA funding is being coordi-
nated in Delaware and Richard Klein, 
USACE, informed the chapter of some 
exciting upcoming projects in the Nor-

folk District 
and neighbor-
ing districts. As 
part of our An-
nual Meeting, 
Annie Mercer 

provided a great introduction to the 
Blue Flag program for chapter mem-
bers. We also discussed the plan for 
an in-person conference next January. 
MAC board member Emily Dhingra 
will be leading coordination for that 
effort, so if you are interested in par-
ticipating in planning, please reach out 
to her, or any of our board members, at 
MAC.asbpa@gmail.com.  v

NSBPA Sandy conference set
The Northeast Shore & Beach 

Preservation Association Presents 
2022 Northeast Coastal Conference — 
“Hurricane Sandy: 10 Years Later.” The 
conference will take place at Stock-
ton University Atlantic City Campus 
located at 3711 Atlantic Ave, Atlantic 
City, NJ, on Oct. 6-7, 2022.

We have extended the abstract 
submission deadline to June 6! All pa-
pers related to the topics offered below 
are encouraged (they do not need to 

be specific to Superstorm Sandy). We 
also hope to have several student post-
ers to be presented during our evening 
networking event. We will present the 
best student poster with the NSBPA 
Outstanding Research Award. 

Organized special sessions in-
clude: 

• State & Federal Activities; 
• Coastal Project Monitoring; 
• Sediment Management; 
• Coastal Structures; 
• Storm Impacts on Northeast 

Shores; 
• Living Shorelines for Coastal 

Protection; 
Other topics of interest include: 

Coastal & Seafloor Mapping; Coastal 
Resiliency Planning; Ocean Resource 
Planning & Policy; Shore Protection 
Planning, Design & Construction; 
Beach Nourishment; Coastal Environ-
mental & Regulatory Issues; Economic 
Issues; Project Case Studies (Northeast 
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U.S. & Canada); Environmental Effects 
and Monitoring of Sand Borrow Sites.

Student papers are especially 
solicited and encouraged. We currently 
plan to have a student poster contest 
with a cash award(s) for the best post-
ers. Abstracts are due by June 6 and 
notification of acceptance of abstracts 
will be sent by July 1. Abstracts of ac-
cepted presentations will be printed 
and distributed at the conference. Au-
thors of accepted papers are required 
to present the paper and register for 
the conference. No further paper will 

be required; however, presenters are 
encouraged to prepare a paper for 
submission to Shore & Beach for a 
planned Sandy retrospective issue.

Learn more at asbpa.org/nsbpa/. 
Information on Conference Registra-
tion, Sponsorships and Accommoda-
tions will be available in June.  v

5) Extend the opportunity for 
others to get involved.

This course will be offered 1-5 
p.m. PDT on Sept. 13. Course instruc-
tors are to be determined.

 Three Coastal Engineering 
Design Risks & Remedies: This course 
discusses three major pitfalls in the 
design of coastal engineering projects 
and introduces approaches to safe-
guard against the associated risks. The 
design risks are related to the following 

concepts: (1) De-
sign wave height; 
(2) Sediment 
transport; and (3) 
Design methodol-
ogy.

Participants 
will need to com-
plete quizzes, two 
of which require 
application of 
simple, publicly 

available software to perform pre-
liminary calculations and make design 
judgments to confirm an understand-
ing of the design risks. Course partici-
pants will need to bring a laptop.

This course is led by Saied Saiedi, 
Ph.D., P.E., a civil engineer with 33 
years of engineering and academic 
experience in various countries includ-
ing Canada and US. His hydrotechni-
cal interests cover a 
wide range: Coastal 
structures and pro-
cesses, floating offshore 
structures, submarine 
pipelines, free surface 
flow, hydrodynam-
ics, surface hydrology 
and flood studies, and 
dam safety review. Dr. 
Saiedi has developed, 
managed, and reviewed 
several numerical and physical model-
ing works. His COUPFLEX model (J. 
of Hydraulic Engineering, ASCE, May 
1997) is among the first coupled simu-
lations of unsteady water-sediment 
flow. Since 2020, he has been working 
with the Center for Coastal Services 
(Boynton Beach, FL), Tetra Tech.

This course will be offered 8 a.m.-
noon PDT on Sept. 13.

Those who successfully complete 
the courses will receive four hours of 
PDHs per course, along with a certifi-
cate of completion. Both courses can 

be applied towards the CCP certifica-
tion, and can be taken in conjunction 
with your conference registration (for 
an additional fee) or as stand-alone 
courses for people who are not plan-

ning to attend the 
conference. Registra-
tion costs are $100 per 
course, $50 per course 
for students.

To earn the CCP 
credential, candidates 
must complete a series 
of 10 short courses 
offered by the Coastal 
Zone Foundation 
in cooperation with 

ASBPA, which are available online as 
stand-alone webinars that allow those 
pursuing the CCP certification to pro-
cess at their own pace. These courses 
to deliver the fundamentals of each 
topic applied in coastal management, 
so that individuals obtain exposure to 
a breadth of knowledge and expertise. 

The CCP program provides 
participants with multidisciplinary 
instruction on comprehensive coastal 
management and defines the body of 
knowledge which reflects best prac-
tices for coastal practitioners.   v

Conference.................................................................................................
 Continued from page 6
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Students & New Professionals Chapter:
Recognizing students and young professionals in coastal engineering
By: EvAN MAZUR (University of Delaware), ELIZABETH ROyER (University of South 
Florida), and TEMITOPE E. IDOWU, Social Chair of SNP Chapter

Preserving the 
culture of coastal 
communities

I am a second-year master’s student 
at the University of Delaware (UD) 
in the civil engineering program 

concentrating in coastal engineer-
ing. I received my undergraduate 
degree in civil engineering with a 
minor in music from the University of 
South Alabama (USA) in Mobile, AL. 
Throughout my undergraduate experi-
ence, I was afforded opportunities to 
travel all over the country with various 
REUs and internships. 

As an NSF Natural Hazards 
Engineering Research Infrastructure 

Producing science 
that can impact and 
impact the coasts 

Currently, I am a second-year 
graduate student working in 
the Coastal Research Labo-

ratory under Dr. Ping Wang at the 
University of South Florida, pursuing 
a master’s degree in geology with an 
expected graduation date of early sum-
mer 2022. I am from Columbus, Ohio, 
and graduated from Oberlin College in 
2020 with a bachelor’s degree, double 
majoring in geology and environmen-
tal studies. 

I fell into geology by accident 
during my undergraduate education, at 
the end of my first year. However, once 
I began to learn more about the field 
it seemed to be the perfect fit for me. 
It was the science behind the issues we 
learned about in my environmental 

studies classes. This seemed like the 
best field to make practical change and 
aid communities dealing directly with 
the effects of sea level rise and climate 
change, and other geohazards. 

The aspect that drew me to coast-
al geology was the direct impact that 
it had on coastal communities and the 
environment. The idea that the science 
you are helping to produce will help 
solve problems and actively improve 
the coasts. This is one of the pillars 
of coastal geology: Practical problem 
solving that is tailored to the voices of 
the local community. 

Coastal communities have to pri-
oritize resiliency now more than ever 
and it is amazing to see scientists, en-
gineers, and community leaders come 
together with one common goal. The 
collaboration that is essential to solv-
ing coastal issues is also very unique 
to this field as we combine voices from 
geology, engineering, oceanography, 
biology, and many other disciplines 

(NHERI) researcher at UC Berkeley’s 
Computational Modeling and Simu-
lation Center (SimCenter) I worked 
with FEMA’s geographic informa-
tion system-based natural hazard risk 
model to optimize data collection and 
processing to create hurricane damage 
and loss estimation research tool. 

In conjunction with my research 
as a NOAA Ernest F. Hollings Scholar, 
I participated in a three-week research 
cruise in Alaska using Unmanned Air-
craft System (UAS) imagery to identify 
prominent shoreline hazards and navi-
gable features. These experiences along 
with research opportunities at my 
own institution set me on the path to 
pursuing a career in coastal engineer-
ing in hopes of preserving the culture 

Evan Mazur

Elizabeth Royer

academic or otherwise. 
My research and academic 

interests include beach-inlet mor-
phodynamics, nearshore sediment 
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abstract for poster presenta-
tion at this year’s conference! 

Poster presentation abstracts remain 
open now through Aug. 1. The hybrid 
conference will offer an in-person 
poster session during the opening 
reception on Sept. 14, and fully online 
poster presentations. We are excited to 
announce the addition of fully online, 
live lightning talks for anyone present-
ing a poster (either in-person or fully 
remote). The two-minute (optional) 
lightening talks will take place in 
virtual sessions during the conference. 
All presenters will remotely present in 
real-time (live) via Zoom and all at-
tendees will also be on Zoom for Q&A. 
If you would like to present a lightning 

and treasury to further the goals of 
ASBPA’s impact.

The ASBPA Rising Star Award 
is presented annually to a new profes-
sional or student who has a lead role to 
further the positive impact of ASBPA’s 
mission.

Entries for all awards closes 
Aug. 1. Please submit nominations at 
asbpa.org/about-us/awards-program/. 
All recipients are invited to the Long 
Beach conference to attend the annual 
awards luncheon.  v

Conference poster abstracts due Aug. 1
talk, please indicate your intent when 
you submit an abstract for consider-
ation as a poster presentation at asbpa.
org/conferences/

Poster presentation abstracts 
are invited from both professionals 
and students. Student posters will be 
eligible for the “best student poster” 
award given each year based on votes 
by conference attendees. Student 
poster presentations are an excellent 
way to share research activities, get 
feedback from experts from across the 
nation, and develop professional rela-
tionships and collaborations. We hope 
the newly added lightning talk sessions 
will enhance networking and direct 
discussions between the professionals 
and students of ASBPA.  v

of coastal communities through the 
development of resilient infrastructure 
and habitat.

At the UD Center for Ap-
plied Coastal Research (CACR), I 
am advised by Dr. Jack Puleo; we are 
working to quantify and infer flood 
magnitudes and map flood pathways 
through a coastal community and 
validate a community model to aid in 
the prevention and mitigation of flood 
damage. Sensors were deployed within 
the intersecting canal network to re-
cord water levels and velocities during 
a month-long deployment. Data were 
used to validate the model used to 
determine the flooding patterns, mag-
nitudes, and durations of areas where 
sensors were not deployed. Ultimately, 
parametric studies will be conducted 
using various offshore/bay water level 
magnitudes to identify and inform the 
community of flooding threats.

Upon the completion of my mas-
ter’s degree, I plan to work for an en-
gineering consulting firm as a coastal 
engineer to learn more about the pro-
fession from an industry perspective. 
Outside of my professional endeavors, 
I enjoy performing with community 
opera theatres as a mezzo-soprano, 
spending time with my pup Zella, and 
taking advantage of any opportunity to 
spend a day on the water.  v

transport, nearshore wave, and current 
modeling, and coastal resiliency using 
natural and nature-based features. My 
thesis research is focused on the depth 
of closure and its controlling factors 
at various Florida beaches. Depth of 
closure is defined as the most land-
ward depth seaward of which there is 
no significant change in bottom eleva-
tion and no significant net sediment 
exchange between the nearshore and 
the offshore over a certain period, such 
as 5-20 years. This is an essential piece 
of information for coastal engineering, 
beach and shore protection, sediment 
management, and many other aspects 
of coastal studies. 

Taking advantage of recent ad-
vancements in bathymetry data collec-
tion, this study aims to develop a new 
and more comprehensive method to 
identify the depth of closure through 
field measurements. The measured 
values are used to examine existing 
empirical formulas to calculate DOC. 
Thus far we have determined that the 
foreshore slope may have significant 
control on the DOC.  

My goal and focus going into 

graduate school was to produce a 
thesis that could be applied and posi-
tively impact the coastal community 
surrounding me. Dr. Ping Wang and 
the Coastal Research Lab at USF have 
provided me with the opportunity to 
work on various projects that can be 
directly applied to our community. 
I am hoping to continue this work, 
understanding and helping to solve 
coastal problems through continuing 
my education at USF. 

I plan to continue my studies to-
ward a Ph.D. degree and I would love 
to focus on the impact and importance 
of natural and nature-based features, 
like living shorelines for erosion 
control, rising sea levels, and storm 
protection. This area of focus allows 
for the connection to the community 
that I am looking for in my education 
to be furthered. The local community 
needs to be involved in the decision-
making process when designing an 
Natural and Nature-Based Features 
(NNBF) project for the benefits to be 
maximized. NNBFs can be used not 
only for their physical benefits to the 
system but also to provide an opportu-
nity for education.  v

Culture........................
 Continued from page 11

Science.................................................................
 Continued from page 11


