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ASBPA offers gratitude  
to all involved in response 
& recovery efforts

With reports coming in daily 
identifying the immense 
toll taken from Hurrica-

ne Ian on Sept. 28, we collectively 
add our support and sympathies to 
all who have been impacted by this 
major storm event. Thanks to all the 
humanitarian organizations and in-
dividual volunteers assisting our fel-
low neighbors in Florida on response 
and recovery efforts.  v

Federal funding update: 

Congress approves 
Continuing 
Resolution for funds 
through Dec. 16

With the end of Fiscal Year 
2022 (FY22) on Sept. 30 
and no appropriations 

bills passed for FY23, Congress 
passed a Continuing Resolution to 
fund the federal government through 
Dec. 16. Both the Senate and House 

of Representa-
tives are now 
on Congres-
sional recess 
until after the 
midterm elec-
tion. The date 

of the expiration was a sticking point 
for negotiations since it would mean 
that new appropriations bills would 
need to be passed during a lame 
duck session when the current Con-
gress would still be in session instead 
of after newly elected members take 
office in January.

Army announces additional 
Corps’ Civil Works investments 

On Oct. 3, the Office of the 
Assistant Secretary of the Army for 
Civil Works announced additional 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers stud-
ies, projects, and programs funded 
by the Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act (IIJA), also known as the 
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law. These 
investments total over $700 million 
for Investigations, Construction, 
and Operations & Maintenance. The 

funding for each category is: 
• Investigations — $9,800,000; 
• Construction — $671,688,500; and 
• O&M — $49,450,000.

Additional details regarding 
specific amounts provided to vari-
ous programs, projects and activities 
can be found at https://tinyurl.com/
civilworksbudget under the heading 
“Infrastructure Investment and Jobs 
Act”.
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Clockwise from top left: Lightning Point Shoreline Restoration Project, Bayou La Batre, AL; Galveston Island State Park Marsh 
Restoration and Protection Phase II, Galveston, TX; Twin Rivers Park Shoreline Protection and Enhancement, Martin County, FL; and 
Delaware Botanic Gardens Living Shoreline, Dagsboro, DE.

ASPBA established its Best 
Restored Shores awards to 
recognize and encourage more 

effective coastal risk management 
that restores natural infrastructure to 
address growing erosion, flooding, 
and related hazards associated with 
increased storm severity and/or sea 
level rise.

Now in its fourth year, the Best 
Restored Shores awards for 2022 are:

• Lightning Point Shoreline Res-
toration Project, Bayou La Batre, AL; 

• Delaware Botanic Gardens Liv-
ing Shoreline, Dagsboro, DE; 

• Twin Rivers Park Shoreline 
Protection and Enhancement, Martin 
County, FL; and 

• Galveston Island State Park 
Marsh Restoration and Protection 
Phase II, Galveston, TX.

2022 Best Restored Shores award winners announced
“Coastal communities need to 

creatively adapt to changing condi-
tions. These award winners demon-
strate how innovative thought pro-
cesses, design, and materials result 
in projects that improve resilience to 
benefit people and the environment 
every day,” said Shannon Cunniff, co-
chair of Best Restored Shores Award 
committee.

Resilient communities are better 
able to withstand and recover from 
adverse environment conditions and 
events when critical, natural and built 
infrastructure is identified and pro-
tected, and cooperation exists amongst 
stakeholders. In addition to moderat-
ing surface runoff and reducing ero-
sion, nature-based solutions can also 
provide climate mitigation (carbon 
storage), recreational space, nutrient 

cycling and pollution reduction, and 
other ecosystem services important 
to thriving communities and econo-
mies. “Continued public support for 
shore restoration is crucial to building 
coastal resilience to storms and rising 
seas,” says ASBPA Executive Direc-
tor Tony Pratt. “Successfully planning 
and implementing shoreline restora-
tion projects can be challenging and 
too often their far-reaching economic 
benefits go unnoticed.” 

Once the heart of Alabama’s 
seafood and fisheries indus-
try, Lightning Point, located 

at the confluence of Bayou La Batre 
and the Mississippi Sound, has been 
battered by storms, the BP oil spill, 
and impacts from the oil spill response 
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efforts resulting in a rapidly eroding 
shoreline compromising wetland habi-
tats and local ecosystems. The Nature 
Conservancy (TNC) worked with Mof-
fatt & Nichol to revitalize this locally 
important waterfront area by restoring 
and protecting shoreline habitats that 
support coastal ecosystems and recre-
ational opportunities, and improving 
safe community access to boating, fish-
ing and sightseeing.

Implemented with funding from 
the National Fish and Wildlife Foun-
dation, other partners included the 
City of Bayou La Batre, Alabama De-
partment of Conservation and Natural 
Resources, Mobile County, and the 
US Army Corps of Engineers Mobile 
District. The project combines seg-
mented breakwaters, beneficial reuse 
of dredged material, and re-creation 
of tidal creeks, and marsh and shore 
habitats that are benefiting species of 
concern, such as least terns and dia-
mondback terrapins. The restoration 
site has survived numerous tropical 
storms and project features provided a 
significant buffer for the community of 
Bayou La Batre. Use of local construc-
tion firms left a legacy of expanded ca-
pacity and skill sets for implementing 
resilience measures across the region. 

The Delaware Botanic Gardens 
Living Shoreline and Wetland 
Enhancement project located 

in Dagsboro was developed in part-
nership between Delaware Botanic 
Gardens at Pepper Creek, the Dela-
ware Center for Inland Bays, Delaware 
Department of Natural Resources 
& Environmental Control, Temple 
University, and Sovereign Consulting 
to improve water quality and habitat by 
deploying nature-based solutions that 
stabilize and improve the shoreline and 
wetland areas. 

Since completion of construction 
in 2020, monitoring has ensured the 
project’s structural integrity and docu-

mented continued expansion of veg-
etative cover and marsh habitat chan-
nelward — even after winter storms 
and an extended spring nor’easter 
in 2022 — as well as habitat use by 
turtles, blue crabs, fish, 
shorebirds, and bald ea-
gles. Its public location, its 
extensive and creative use 
of onsite natural materials, 
together with its explana-
tory signage, makes this 
project a powerful means of 
educating the public about 
nature-based solutions for 
building coastal resilience.

Faced with an eroding shoreline, 
Martin County Florida Parks 
and Recreation teamed up with 

Applied Technology and Management 
to stabilize the shore and create salt 
marsh and mangrove habitat at Twin 
Rivers Park located on the St. Lucie 
River and the Intracoastal Waterway.  

Funded with a Florida Inland 
Navigation District (FIND) grant and 
constructed in 2005, vibrant habitat 
is flourishing along the shoreline and 
clearly demonstrates to the public the 
effectiveness of using natural features 
to mitigate shoreline erosion and 
achieve multiple benefits including 
public recreation rather than installing 
a seawall.

Phase II of the Galveston Island 
State Park Marsh Restoration 
and Protection Project sought 

to offset marsh habitat loss caused by 
sea level rise, land subsidence, lack of 

natural sediment supply, 
wave induced erosion, and 
other factors. Cooperation 
between the Texas General 
Land Office, Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department, 
and the National Fish and 
Wildlife Foundation led 
to restoration of approxi-
mately 70 acres of marsh 

complex in shallow open water adja-
cent to the existing marsh.

Restored marshes provide estua-
rine habitat for local flora and fauna 
and increase the long-term sustain-
ability and overall health of the bay 
system. Four years of post-construc-
tion monitoring has demonstrated 
that marsh vegetation — both planted 
and naturally propagated — continues 
to expand and also provided valuable 
insights relevant to design and imple-
mentation of other habitat restoration 
and protection projects in Galveston 
Bay.

The 2022 Best Restored Shores 
award recipients were recognized on 
Sept. 15 at the National Coastal Con-
ference Awards Luncheon. Congratula-
tions to all the project teams!  v

CSBPA: Call for Wiegel Scholarship applicants

The California Chapter is asking ASBPA 
members to help spread the word on a call 
for applicants for the 2022 Robert L. Wiegel 

Scholarship for Coastal Studies. The deadline for 
submittals is Oct. 14, 2022. The award, which may 
be made to a single student or divided among several 
students, will equal or exceed $4,000. This award is 
open to students pursuing a graduate degree at a Cal-
ifornia university or college in coastal science or coastal engineering. Further 
information, including application details and award criteria, can be found 
on our Chapter webpage at Robert L. Wiegel Scholarship for Coastal Studies 
(asbpa.org).  v
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ASBPA celebrates 
a successful return 
to California 
By: LESLIE PICKEL,  
ASBPA Managing Director

It’s been a decade since ASBPA 
hosted a national coastal confer-
ence on the west coast, and we are 

thrilled and thankful for the support 
and participation of all speakers, 
sponsors, exhibitors, participants and 
volunteers at the “Shifting Shores, Surf, 
and Sediment” event held Sept. 14-16 
in Long Beach, CA. We have received 
such positive feedback due in full mea-
sure to each attendee’s presence. 

We would especially like to thank 
our co-chairs Kim Garvey of Moffatt & 
Nichol, Doug George with NOAA, and 
Andrew Wycklendt of APTIM, along 
with sponsorship chair Brian Cau-
field of CDM Smith and awards chair 
Nicholas Brown of ACT Engineers for 
creating a spectacular program. The 
conference was made possible by the 
generous support of our sponsors and 
exhibitors, and a special recognition to 
Diamond Sponsor Moffatt & Nichol. 
We can’t wait to return to the west 
coast!   v

Thank you to Nicholas Brown 
of ACT Engineers for serv-
ing as our Awards Chair, and 

congratulations to all our stellar award 
recipients this year! 

ASBPA’s highest honor, the Mor-
rough P. O’Brien award, was presented 
to Dr. Lee Weishar for  dedicating 
his career of more than 50 years as a 
coastal scientist and engineer serving 
as an expert on oceanography, coastal 
engineering, and nearshore processes. 

Dr. Lesley Ewing received the 
President’s award in honor of her 
30-plus-year career with the California 
Coastal Commission and long-term 
editor of Shore & Beach. 

The Robert G. Dean Coastal 
Academic Award was presented to 
Dr. Gary Griggs, Professor of Earth 
Sciences at UC Santa Cruz, for his 
work advancing the state of science 
in coastal geology, engineering, and 
oceanography.

The Robert L. Wiegel Coastal 

Bravo! Recognizing the 2022 ASBPA 
professional and student award recipients

Project Award recipient, our lifetime 
achievement award for a project, was 
given to the Iroquois Point Beach 
Nourishment and Stabilization, the 
largest beach nourishment project ever 
done in Hawaii. 

Kim Garvey presented long-time 
ASBPA board member Russ Boudreau 
with the CSBPA Joe Johnson award. 

The Member of the Year award 
was presented to the incomparable 
Steve Mercer of Coastal Transplants. 

The Rising Star Award was given 
with gusto to Nicholas Brown of ACT 
Engineers. 

The Nicholas Kraus Coastal 
Scholar Award was presented to Del-
aney Doran, and the Student Coastal 
Advocate Award was presented for 
a second year in a row to Brennan 
Banks.

Congratulations to all award 
recipients and thank you for your con-
tinued service to ASBPA and through-
out the coastal realm.  v

From left: ASBPA President Gary Jones, Steve Mercer, Brennan Banks, Lesley Ewing, 
Nicholas Brown, Delaney Doran and ASBPA Executive director Tony Pratt.
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Thanks to our sponsors for the 2022 ASBPA National Coastal Conference

From left: Sponsorship Chair Brian Caufield, ASBPA President Gary Jones, 2022 
Murrough P. O’Brien Award winner Dr. Lee Weishar, and ASBPA Executive Director Tony 
Pratt.

Upcoming in 2023: 
Coastal Summit 

on March 21-23 in 
Washington, DC

  

National Coastal 
Conference on 
Oct. 11-13 in 

Providence, RI
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There’s a Blue Flag  
for boat owners, too
By: ANNIE MERCER, 
ASBPA Program Coordinator

The Blue Flag program promotes 
best practices for beach, marina, and 
tour boat management through 30-
plus criteria. The program does not 
stop at the decisions and actions of lo-
cal government or tourism businesses. 
It promotes environmentally sustain-
able action by individuals through 
education focused activities in its 
programs and the Blue Flag for envi-
ronmental code of conduct for boating. 

Individuals who own a boat for 
private recreational use can sign the 
code of conduct and commit to 12 
environmental actions. These include: 
not littering or dumping waste into 
coastal waters; reporting pollution 
or other environmental violations; 
respecting fishing regulations and 
seasonal limits; not purchasing or us-
ing items from or made from protected 
species or underwater archeological 
findings. For the full code of conduct 
and flag order form visit: https://
blueflag.us/individual-boat-owner-
code-of-conduct/.

Don’t have a boat and still want 
to support the program? Email bluefla-
gusa@asbpa.org to learn more.  v

Great Lakes Coastal Resilience 
Study agreement signed

In late September, the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers and the eight Great 
Lakes states signed a watershed study 
cost share agreement initiating the 
Great Lakes Coastal Resiliency Study 
aimed at protecting the immense eco-
nomic, environmental and social value 
of the Great Lakes coast. ASBPA has 
long supported this effort and its inclu-
sion in the Water Resources Develop-
ment Act of 2020, and we are eager to 
see it get underway.

The study is a comprehensive 
watershed assessment of the Great 
Lakes coastal areas which includes 
the identification of areas vulnerable 
to future storms, flooding, low water 

elevations, erosion and accretion; the 
identification of a range of measures 
to improve coastal resiliency; and the 
development of a collaborative risk-in-
formed decision framework to support 
the identification and prioritization of 
coastal investments. Total study costs 
are estimated to be $10.6M and will 
be cost shared 75% federal and 25% 
non-federal with the eight states col-
lectively providing cash and in-kind 
services towards the estimated $2.65M 
non-federal cost share. The study is es-
timated to take four years to complete 
and encompasses over 5,200 miles of 
the U.S. shoreline along the five Great 
Lakes. Learn more about the study 
from the ASBPA’s Great Lakes Coastal 
Resilience Fact Sheet found at https://
tinyurl.com/GLCRSOct22.  v

The NOAA RESTORE Science 
and NERRS Science Collab-
orative programs are back at it, 

teaming up to bring you the voices of 
project teams from the field through 
our Collaborative Science Conversa-
tions webinar series. These sessions dig 
into the unique value of collaborative 
science, what it feels like in practice, 
and tips and strategies for success.

Up first: Nov. 2, 2022 | BOO! 
Does working across political bound-
aries scare you? Try collaborative 
science! Ecosystems don’t care about 
political boundaries, even if the natural 
resources within them are managed 
by multiple entities. Research projects 
that span political boundaries can 
often be sticky — decisions are made 
on long timelines, changes in policy 
and staff can derail implementation of 
projects and the tools they produce, 
and it can be difficult to effectively en-
gage diverse stakeholders so that their 
perspectives inform the work.

Enter: collaborative science. In 
situations with complex and compet-
ing interests, there is a higher likeli-

Collaborative Science Conversations webinar set
hood that science will be applied to 
decision making when problems are 
tackled with a collaborative science 
framework. In this webinar, collabora-
tive science project teams will discuss 
how to work across political bound-
aries and with different partners to 
develop shared tools, models, and ac-
tion plans that will improve ecosystem 
management.

Panelists are:
• Soupy Dalyander: Dalyander 

is a Senior Research Scientist with the 
Water Institute of the Gulf. 

• George Ramseur: Ramseur has 
recently extended his career in coastal 
restoration by joining Moffatt & Nichol 
as a senior coastal scientist in the Mo-
bile, AL office. 

• Stuart Siegel: Manager of the 
San Francisco Bay NERR.

• Aimee Good: Wetland Science 
& Coastal Training Program Coordi-
nator, San Francisco Bay NERR.

Moderators are Caitlin Young, 
NOAA RESTORE Science Program, 
and Doug George NOAA Office for 
Coastal Management.  v


