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Blue Flag coordinator Annie Mercer (second from right) at the Rolex©️ Big Boat 
Regatta, Saint Francis Yacht Club, San Francisco, CA.

National Blue Flag operators from 43 countries gathered in Madeira, Portugal for four 
days of meetings and activities.

Where in the world is  
our Blue Flag coordinator? 

Since September, Blue Flag 
coordinator Annie Mercer 
has been actively network-

ing to support the program and its 
partners. The program launched 
the individual boat certificate at the 
National Coastal Conference in Long 
Beach, CA, and continued its promo-
tion by attending the Rolex© Big Boat 
Regatta hosted by the Saint Francis 
Yacht Club in San Francisco, CA. The 
Saint Francis Yacht Club is Blue Flag 
USA’s first club partner to promote 
the individual boat certificate to their 
members advocating for environ-

mental boating standards and best 
practices. 

Shortly after returning from 
the West Coast Annie traveled to 
Madeira, Portugal, an archipelago 
off the northwest coast of Africa, to 
participate in the Blue Flag National 
Operators Meeting. Over 40 coun-
tries participated in this in-person 
meeting, sharing their successes 
and experiences over the four days 
of meetings and activities. Topics 
included updates from the Founda-
tion for Environmental Education on 

Northeast Coastal 
Conference focuses 
on resilience efforts 
since Sandy

On the 10th Anniversary of 
Superstorm Sandy, the 2022 
Northeast Coastal Confer-

ence brought together experts and 
industry leaders to discuss what we 
have learned, ongoing research and 
projects that are making our shores 
and coastal communities safer, and 
new ways we can continue to build a 
more resilient future. 

More than 100 people traveled 
to the Stockton University-Atlantic 
City campus on Oct. 6-7 for the 
2022 Northeast Coastal Conference, 
hosted and organized by the North-
east Chapter of the American Shore 
& Beach Preservation Association 
(NSBPA). Marking 10 years since 
Superstorm Sandy struck the North-
east region in 2012, decimating New 
Jersey’s shore and coastal communi-
ties and costing $30 billion in dam-

NSBPA President Dr. Daniel Barone 
(left) and Dr. Stewart Farrell, recipient 
of the first J. Richard Weggel Coastal 
Academic Award.
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By: LESLIE AND BRAD PICKEL, 
ASBPA Managing Directors 

We hope everyone had re-
ceived their ASBPA mem-
bership letter from Presi-

dent Gary Jones distributed late last 
month. We wanted to say thank you 
for your steadfast support of ASBPA’s 
work this past year. We invite you to 
share this message broadly with your 
colleagues whom you know would 
benefit from joining our efforts to pro-
tect our nation’s coastal communities.

Dear ASBPA Supporter:

On behalf of our board of direc-
tors, we wish to thank you for 
your ongoing support and ac-

tive membership. While ASBPA honors 
our 96th year of work in the coastal 
science realm, we remain focused 
on fulfilling our mission dedicated to 
preserving, protecting and enhancing 
our nation’s coasts by merging science 
and public policy. Our Association 
has considerable momentum, and we 
ask you to continue supporting us by 
renewing your membership. Below are 
some highlights of our work this year: 

Led by executive director Tony 
Pratt, the government affairs commit-
tee has been active in encouraging 
the development of implementation 
guidance for the Water Resources 
Development Act of 2020 and writ-
ing of WRDA 2022; supporting an-
nual FY23 appropriations for multiple 
federal agency partners and programs 
while supporting additional federal 
infrastructure investments through 
supplemental appropriations; part-
nering with federal agencies to host 
exchanges with the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers, USGS, BOEM and 
NOAA to further the dialogue between 
the agency and coastal stakeholders; 
and co-hosted with Coastal States 
Organization, the 2022 Coastal Cel-
ebration on Capitol Hill in Washington, 
DC, bringing together congressional 
members, staff and agency leadership 

to celebrate our coastal resources. 
The Science & Technology Com-

mittee co-chaired by Science Direc-
tor Dr. Nicole Elko has been actively 
focused on the 2022-23 theme of 
sediment as a resource for coastal 
resilience. They developed a white 
paper on U.S. Coastal Community 
Perspectives on Coastal Flooding 
and oversaw the annual update of the 
National Beach Nourishment Data-
base. In addition, Dr. Elko led ASBPA 
efforts on three grant-funded initiatives 
identifying and reporting on state sedi-
ment regulations across the nation, 
supporting water level observations in 
the southeastern U.S., and identifying 
new coastal research projects for fed-
eral funding through the U.S. Coastal 
Research Program. 

Our newest program, Blue Flag, 
an eco-award for sustainable devel-
opment of beaches, marinas, and 
tourism boats has had a successful 
year bringing on a new candidate 
beach, hosted a Blue Flag summer 
series, and looking ahead to process-
ing our first applications for beaches. 
The Shore & Beach editorial team 
published two general issues, and two 
dedicated issues on Coastal Critical 
Infrastructure and Social Components 
in Resilience Planning. We awarded 
four Best Restored Beaches awards 
and four Best Restored Shores awards 
to recipients across the country. 

We hosted the 2022 Coastal 
Summit on the Future of Coastal In-

ASBPA thanks you, our members! 
frastructure Investments held virtually 
in March with over 100 participants. 
ASBPA celebrated a successful return 
to California, a decade in the making, 
hosting the national coastal confer-
ence on “Shifting Shores, Surf, and 
Sediment” in September. Over 350 
participants joined us in-person and 
virtually in Long Beach, CA. The Sum-
mit and Conference are made pos-
sible by the generous support of our 
sponsors, exhibitors, agency partners, 
and members like you!

Despite our successes, our work 
is far from over. With an ever-growing 
population and commerce on our 
coasts and increasing frequency and 
severity of coastal storms combined 
with increasing rates of sea level rise, 
the mandates that ASBPA has been 
called to serve over the past century 
are more demanding now than at 
anytime in our past. Our national voice 
needs you. Our goal of sustainable, 
safe, and resilient coastal communi-
ties is what inspires our members, 
Board of Directors, and staff to carry 
out the important work that ASBPA 
accomplishes. This month we will be 
distributing membership renewals for 
2023 and ask you to continue sup-
porting our efforts and be a part of 
addressing and solving the growing 
threats to thriving coastal communi-
ties. We look forward to continuing to 
partner with you. 

Gary Jones, ASBPA President 
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ages, this year’s event took the time to 
reflect on the past decade of innovative 
research and resilience projects that 
have been rebuilding and strengthen-
ing infrastructure throughout the state 
and region.

The event drew more than 30 
expert speakers from across federal, 
state, and local governments as well as 
from Academia and Industry, includ-
ing: the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
New Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection, New Jersey De-
partment of Transportation, the New 
York State Governor’s Office of Storm 
Recovery, Stockton University, and 
more. From analyzing the “state of the 
shoreline” 10 years later to discussing 
living shorelines for coastal protection 
and best practices for coastal resiliency 
planning, the conference left attendees 
with a holistic view of recovery efforts 
post-Sandy.

 “This conference was an oppor-
tunity for the industry to learn about 
the cutting-edge science, engineering, 
planning, and policy projects that are 
strengthening our region’s shorelines,” 
said Dr. Dan Barone, NSBPA North-
east Chapter president. “It also gave 
everyone the chance to reflect on how 
Superstorm Sandy impacted us, how 
we responded, and where we have to 
go next to ensure resilience across our 
coastal systems.”

Dr. Barone is also a jointly ap-
pointed Associate Research Professor 
within the Rutgers University Cen-
ter for Advanced Infrastructure and 
Transportation (CAIT), Department of 
Marine and Coastal Sciences (DMCS), 
and Department of Geography. Along-
side the NSBPA Board of Directors, 
Dr. Barone led and organized the 
conference.

 “Thank you to all of our present-
ers, sponsors, exhibitors and attendees 
for making this such a memorable 
and informative event,” he said. “It is 
truly amazing to look back on the 10 

years since Superstorm Sandy and all 
of the amazing work that continues to 
make our coasts more resilient for the 
future.”  v

Above: Sandy aerial_Aerial 
views of the damage 
caused by Sandy to the 
New Jersey coast. Photo 
©️Flickr. Left: Dr. Daniel 
Barone and Mohammad 
Jamous, Stevens Institute 
of Technology, recipient 
of the student poster 
award. Below: Eric Rosina, 
president of Act Engineers, 
and participants on a field 
trip in Atlantic City.
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Students & New Professionals Chapter:
Recognizing students and young professionals in coastal engineering
By: JACLYNN TURNBAUGH (Texas A&M University); ANDREW STOREY (U.S. Army  
Corps of Engineers); and TEMITOPE E. IDOWU, Social Co-Chair of SNP Chapter

Inspired to protect coastal communities

Howdy, I’m Jaclynn Turnbaugh, 
a third-year Ph.D. student in 
the Department of Ocean En-

gineering at Texas A&M University. I 
received my bachelor’s degree in Ocean 
Engineering from Texas A&M Univer-
sity in 2020, graduating with honors 
from the College of Engineering. 

Growing up along the Texas 
Coast, I witnessed firsthand the de-
struction and devastation that hur-
ricanes cause. My community was 
severely damaged by Hurricanes Ike 
and Harvey, and I wanted to work 
towards solutions that could protect 
coastal communities and their infra-
structure. Ocean Engineering was the 
best field of study for me to be able to 
work towards my goal.

Ocean Engineering is a dynamic 
field with many avenues of study. One 
of the fields of study that I have always 

been interested in is coastal engineer-
ing. I remember sitting in my Intro-
duction to Ocean Engineering course 
and hanging on to every word that 
my professor said during the coastal 
engineering chapter. 

During my undergraduate educa-
tion, I had the incredible opportunity 
to travel to the Netherlands and study 
coastal flood risk reduction strategies 
through the National Science Founda-
tion’s Partnership in International Re-
search and Education (PIRE) program. 
During this program, I researched in-
novative coastal structures and looked 
at ways to apply these technologies to 
reduce flooding along the Texas Coast. 
As part of the trip, I had the oppor-
tunity to see these structures in their 
natural settings. I also visited different 
flood reduction systems and learned 
when and how they are used to prevent 

flooding further inland. 
Having the opportunity to listen 

to experts speak about the aspects that 
go into maintaining flood defenses 

Connecting government and its beneficiaries

Growing up as an Army brat, 
I never lived anywhere I was 
able to truly appreciate. Fol-

lowing in my father’s footsteps, I was 
commissioned as an officer in the U.S. 
Army and a branched engineer. About 
five years into my career, I was relo-
cated to Schofield Barracks, Hawaii, 
which opened my eyes to just how 
important a resource the coast can be 
to communities. I took full advantage 
of the recreational opportunities by 
getting into snorkeling, SCUBA diving, 
and surfing around the island. 

A tour of duty with the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 
introduced me to the responsibilities 
of the military I wasn’t well-versed in: 
civil works to help develop and man-

age the nation’s water resources. That 
experience sparked a passion in me to 
help bridge the gap I perceive between 
the federal government and the benefi-
ciaries of its projects.

My duty station afforded me the 
ideal location to learn more about the 
subject. I am a recent graduate of the 
University of Hawaii at Mānoa with 
an MS in Ocean Resources Engineer-
ing. My thesis research was conducted 
in collaboration with the Honolulu 
District of USACE, which explored the 
shoreline response of Sunset Beach on 
O’ahu. The beach is prone to some dev-
astating instances of seasonal erosion, 
which of note resulted in the collapse 
of a home into the water earlier this 
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CGC Chapter Lunch & Learn 
features Alabama 2022 Best 
Restored Shores project

You are invited to the Central 
Gulf Coast Chapter virtual 
Lunch & Learn on Nov. 17 at 

noon CST. Nick Cox of Moffatt & 
Nichol will present on their award-
winning shoreline and habitat resto-
ration project at Lightning Point in 
Bayou La Batre, AL. Cox is a coastal 
engineer focusing on small and large-
scale coastal restoration projects across 
the Gulf Coast. He has worked on the 
planning, design and construction of 
over 4,000 acres of marsh restoration 
projects ranging in size from 25 to 
1,200 acres.

The Lightning Point Restora-
tion Project restored over 40 acres of 
coastal habitat through the creation of 
a resilient living shoreline. The living 
shoreline design is habitat focused, and 
was designed in part by using natural 
analogues to mimic natural marsh 
and tidal creek systems in the project 
vicinity. The project was immediately 
tested by Hurricane Zeta and its 17-
year return period water level at the 
project site. The living shoreline design 
performed as intended with minimal 
damage to the project. 

Attendees will receive a certifi-
cate acknowledging their participation 
in one hour of technical content for 
professional development reporting. 
Event registration is required, and can 
be done online at https://southalabama.
zoom.us/meeting/register/tJYlcuuhpz-
wqG9eAwYmNH_VguHqpGvf9QCZg.  v

allowed me to gain great respect for 
the importance of flood risk reduction. 
I also completed multiple internships 
during my undergraduate education 
where I learned what goes into the 
design and implementation of various 
coastal protection measures. Being 
surrounded by successful coastal engi-
neers and learning from them helped 
me to realize that I wanted to attend 
graduate school. 

Along with the knowledge that 
I gained from my internships, my 
experiences from the PIRE trip also 
contributed to my decision to pursue 
graduate school.

My current research involves 
a process called Microbial 
Induced Calcium Carbonate 

Precipitation, or MICP. Bacteria reacts 
with a cementation solution to hold 
the sand grains together at a micro-
scopic level. This process essentially 
“glues” sand grains to one another, 
thereby strengthening the sediment 
matrix. 

The MICP process involves 
both a bacterial mixture cementation 
mixture. Initial testing has shown that 
MICP-treated sediment in a revetment 
matrix was able to prolong failure as 
the slope was increased when com-
pared to a revetment matrix with just 
sediment. Further testing into MICP 
under wave forcing is planned as is the 
use of MICP in an underwater setting. 
Along with revetments, investigation 
into the use of MICP in other coastal 
risk reduction features are being un-
dertaken. 

My goals coming into graduate 
school were to learn how to protect 
coastal communities through the 
things that I learned in class and gain 
hands-on knowledge. I was able to 
start getting hands-on experience 

year. 
This research opportunity opened 

my eyes to the myriad of stakeholders 
and interests that must be considered 
when confronting such challenges at 
the coast. There’s no one-size-fits-all 
solution, it requires input from various 
interests to generate solutions that can 
be assessed for viability and feasibility. 

I’ve since resumed my career in 
the Army, and hope to make my way 
back to an assignment in a USACE 
capacity where I can translate this 
experience into clear-eyed program 
management of civil works along the 
coastline that welcomes input from the 
community to generate solutions that 
work for everyone.  v

within my first few months of graduate 
school while conducting field stud-
ies and learning about the different 
aspects of biology/chemistry that the 
MICP process involves. It has been a 
steep learning curve, but I have en-
joyed the challenge. 

Conducting physical testing is 
another way that I have been able to 
acquire hands-on knowledge. Being 
able to physically see and test how the 
MICP process changes the sediment 
matrix has been exciting to experience. 

Upon completion of my gradu-
ate studies, I see myself entering the 
consulting field and being able to 
contribute to coastal engineering 
projects to protect coastal communi-
ties. I look forward to tackling the 
challenges involved in coastal engi-
neering and embracing each project’s 
unique variables and complexities. My 
current research seeks to find a way to 
reduce erosion through a more natural 
process while also protecting coastal 
communities.  v
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their strategic plan, Blue Flag interna-
tional updates, opportunities to discuss 
regional coordination, and sharing 
best practices for sites and administra-
tion. Activities included visiting local 
museums, aquariums, and Blue Flag-
awarded beaches. 

Participants included inaugural 
administrators with 35 years of expe-
rience, to new Blue Flag staffers who 
had been on the job only a week. The 

Above: Blue Flag meeting participants, organizers and partners in Madeira, Portugal. 
Right: Blue Flag USA program coordinator Annie Mercer on site in Portugal.

opportunity to discuss common issues, 
learn about unique features of each 
country, and brainstorm ways to el-
evate the program was as invigorating 
as it was invaluable! For more infor-
mation on Blue Flag, contact Annie at 
annie.mercer@asbpa.org, visit www.
blueflag.us or www.blueflag.global; and 
check out programs from around the 
world by following @blueflag_global 
on Instagram or @blueflag.global on 
Facebook.  v

2023 ASBPA National Coastal Summit
March 21-23 • Washington, DC 

The Coastal Celebration in partnership with Coastal States Organization on 
Capitol Hill will be held on March 22. Summit registration, award nominations, 

and sponsorships will launch in early December. Stay tuned! 

2023 ASBPA National Coastal Summit
March 21-23 • Washington, DC 


