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What we’re watching in Washington
New issue of Shore & 
Beach targets social 
components of 
resilience planning
By: BETH SCIAUDONE, 
Managing Editor

Your next issue of the ASBPA 
journal Shore & Beach (Vol-
ume 90, Number 4) is headed 

to your mailbox and in-box. This is 
a dedicated issue on social compo-
nents of resilience planning, guest 
edited by Shannon Cunniff and Tom 
Herrington. This issue’s articles con-
sider economic and social population 
vulnerabilities, equity, place attach-
ment, and just transitions, among 
other social considerations. 

Our guest editors and authors 
have put together a fantastic issue 
addressing these critical aspects of 
resilience and adaptation planning. 
Articles in the issue include:

• “Projection of future hurri-
cane risk in changing climate con-
sidering population vulnerability” by 

In December, our ASBPA Govern-
mental Affairs team is focused on 
three important items that could 

impact the coasts:
• Runoff race for the remain-

ing Georgia U.S. Senate seat between 
Warnock and Walker on Dec. 6.  
While the Democrats have already 
secured control of the Senate in the 
next Congress, the result of this race 
will determine the final breakdown 
of Democrat vs. Republican seats. In 
the Senate, these numbers directly 
translate to committee budgets, staff-
ing sizes and a number of rules that 
govern the policies and procedures 
in the upper body.

• The current FY23 continuing 
resolution (CR) expires on Dec. 16. If 
Congress does not finalize the FY23 
appropriations 
bills by this date 
or get another 
stop-gap mea-
sure in place, 
the government 
will be at risk 
of a shutdown. 

Already, we are hearing discussions 
about another short-term CR until 
Dec. 23 or a year-long CR. The lack 
of an agreement by democrats and 
republicans on a top line spending 
number for the FY23 appropriations 
bills is the No. 1 sticking point. Ei-
ther CR scenario could impact pend-
ing congressionally directed funding 
(formerly known as earmarks). If 
Congress completes the FY23 appro-
priations bills before the end of the 
year, earmarks could take an across-
the-board reduction. Prior to 2010, 
earmarks often got slight reductions 
in the final bill as appropriators 
worked to reconcile the House and 
Senate versions. If Congress does not 
complete the FY23 appropriations 
bills and passes a year-long CR, all 

earmarks pend-
ing in either the 
House or Senate 
FY23 appropria-
tions bills could 
be a casualty.
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GRANDY

Grandy joins 
ASBPA board

ASBPA welcomed three new 
board members during the 
National Coastal Conference 

in Long Beach, California. We will be 
highlighting each of them in upcoming 
newsletters. This month, we warmly 
welcome Greg Grandy, deputy execu-
tive director of the Louisiana Coastal 
Protection and Restoration Authority 
(CPRA).

Greg has over 25 years of experi-
ence in the development and imple-
mentation of effective, efficient coastal 
protection and restoration projects 
in the northern Gulf of Mexico. Over 
a decade of his experience included 
work as a project manager for the 
State of Louisiana successfully leading 
multidisciplinary, multi-agency teams 
through the planning, design and 
implementation of coastal restoration 
projects. He was the program manager 

responsible for the development and 
initial implementation of the Louisiana 
Coastal Impact Assistance Program 
(CIAP) Plan in Louisiana, which was 
the first state to have their CIAP plan 
approved, the first state to have CIAP 
grants awarded, and the first state to 
construct coastal restoration projects 
using CIAP funding. 

Throughout his career, he has 
had the great opportunity to educate 
others through a variety of platforms, 
including serving as the founding Di-

rector of the BREC Bluebonnet Swamp 
Nature Center in Baton Rouge and the 
host of the award winning, environ-
mental education series Envirotack-
lebox produced by Louisiana Public 
Broadcasting. 

Grandy 
served as presi-
dent of the Loui-
siana Chapter 
of the American 
Society of Land-
scape Architects 
in 2016 when 
ASLA held their 
national con-
vention in New 
Orleans. He is 
immensely proud 
of the legacy project which came from 
that conference — a pocket park at the 
International High School on Caron-
delet in downtown New Orleans. 

Greg, welcome aboard, and we 
look forward to working together and 
thank you for your commitment to 
ASBPA!  v

Coastal Summit sponsorship opportunities (for the first time in-person in three years!) 
will open Dec. 9. The government and policy award nominations will launch on Jan. 2, 2023.

2023 ASBPA Coastal Summit
March 21-23, 2023 

Location: NACo Building, Washington, DC

Coastal Celebration • March 22 on Capitol Hill
(in partnership with Coastal States Organization)

Registration opens Dec. 9
Early Rates: $425 Member; $525 Non-member; 

$75 Student; $105 Non-member Student
– Details at www.asbpa.org —

2023 ASBPA Coastal Summit
March 21-23, 2023 

Location: NACo Building, Washington, DC

Coastal Celebration • March 22 on Capitol Hill
(in partnership with Coastal States Organization)
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Sami Pant and Eun Jeong Cha
• “Navigating the middle space—

Just transitions for U.S. coastal adapta-
tion” by A.R. Siders

• “Exploring diverse perspectives 
of coastal resilience: the state of resil-
ience model” by Laura Szczyrba, Justin 
Shawler, Ali Mohammad Rezaie, and 
Vanessa Constant

• “Understanding the coast as a 
peopled place: a literature survey of 
place attachment in climate change 
adaptation” by Joanna Wozniak-Brown

• “Building the foundation: cou-
pling capacity-building resources with 
planning and engagement to build 
equity and resilience in Virginia” by 
Grace Tucker and Emily Steinhilber

• “The Resilience Adaptation 
Feasibility Tool (RAFT) as an ap-
proach for incorporating equity into 
coastal resilience planning and project 
implementation” by Juita-Elena (Wie) 
Yusuf, Tanya Denckla Cobb, Elizabeth 
Andrews, Sierra Gladfelter, and Gray 
Montrose

NOTE: Due to supply-chain 
issues, our printer has extended the 
turnaround time for printing and mail-
ing issues… meaning you may see your 
next issue closer to the holidays than 
we’d planned. Be patient!  v

• On Nov. 15, the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) 
sent a letter to Congress requesting 
emergency supplemental funding for 
three priorities: Ukraine, COVID-19 
and disaster recovery. These types of 
emergency supplemental requests 
often get included in larger packages 
such as an end of the year omnibus ap-
propriations bill, but as we noted above 
the outcome of FY23 omnibus appro-
priations is to be determined. To view 
the letter visit whitehouse.gov/omb/
briefing-room/2022.  v

Save the date!

Blue Flag to host 
first outreach 
meeting Feb. 8 
By: ANNIE MERCER, 
Program Coordinator

Mark your calendars! We 
invite municipal staff and 
interested stakeholders to 

a Blue Flag beaches interest meet-
ing on Wednesday, Feb. 8, 2023. The 
agenda will cover an introduction to 
the Blue Flag program and partners, 
the criteria and applica-
tion process, followed by 
a Q&A session. Join us 
on Zoom to learn more 
about the program, how 
you can get your beaches 
involved, and other 2023 

Blue Flag planned events. 
The Blue Flag eco-award is one of 

five environmental education pro-
grams offered by the Foundation for 
Environmental Education (FEE). The 
award is offered to beaches, marinas, 
and tourism boats meeting over 30 
criteria for water quality, environ-
mental education and information, 
environmental management, safety 
and services, sustainable tourism, and 
social responsibility.

Registration for this virtual meet-
ing is required and we welcome you to 
reach out to Annie Mercer at bluefla-
gusa@asbpa.org for event details, and/
or outreach recommendations for this 
first time offering. 

For more informa-
tion on Blue Flag, visit 
www.blueflag.us or www.
blueflag.global; and fol-
low @blueflag_global on 
IG and @blueflag.global 
on FB.  v

S&B.............................
 Continued from page 1

Watching.....................
 Continued from page 1
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CADIZ

CZF names Cadiz as 
its newest Certified 
Coastal Practitioner

The Coastal Zone Foundation 
(CZF) is pleased to announce 
that Patricia Cadiz has earned 

the designation of Certified Coastal 
Practitioner™ (CCP) professional 
credential. Earning the designation 
distinguishes Cadiz as having a broad 
knowledge base and understanding of 
the interrelationships that exist among 
different coastal professions. 

Cadiz has more than 15 years’ 
experience organizing and manag-
ing beach restoration projects on the 
north shore of Maui, Hawaii. In 2008, 
Cadiz co-presented “Two Part Solu-
tion: Case study for Effective Mitiga-

tion of Coastal 
Recession” at the 
American Society 
of Civil Engi-
neers’ “Solutions 
to Coastal Disas-
ters Conference” 
held at Turtle Bay 
Resort, Oahu. 

“I am ex-
cited to achieve 
the Coastal 

Practitioner certification and apply 
my experience and knowledge to col-
laborate and find win-win solutions to 
coastal erosion issues here in Hawaii,” 
Cadiz said. 

To earn the CCP credential, can-
didates must complete a series of 10 
courses offered by the CZF in coopera-
tion with ASBPA. The CCP program 
provides participants with multidisci-
plinary instruction on comprehensive 
coastal management and defines the 
body of knowledge, which reflects best 
practices for coastal practitioners. 

CZF was formed in 1984 with 
the purpose of advancing scientific 
and related engineering and planning 
knowledge. Visit coastalzonefounda-
tion.org to learn more.  v

Celebrating 2022’s ASBPA Member of the Year

From left: ASBPA Executive Director Tony Pratt, Steve Mercer, ASBPA President Gary 
Jones.

By: LESLIE PICKEL, 
Managing Director

We had the good fortune to 
present the 2022 Member 
of the Year award to Steve 

Mercer, President of Coastal Trans-
plants, at September’s national coastal 
conference in Long Beach, CA. Steve 
leads the Coastal Transplants team and 
readily shares his expertise with practi-
cal, first- hand knowledge of all aspects 
of coastal revegetation projects. Work-
ing across the southern coastal region 
of the U.S., Coastal Transplants is a 
leading provider 
of dune construc-
tion, maintenance, 
& repair to provide 
protection against 
storms and erosion.

Many within 
the ASBPA com-
munity know Steve 

to be a tireless champion through the 
many roles he serves in the organiza-
tion. His financial support and gener-
osity have made possible the Fund the 
Fellow campaign, the Blue Flag USA 
program, and as sponsor and exhibitor 
at several Coastal Conferences. 

He was an early adopter to the 
online event platform Whova launched 
in 2021, and led the way innovating 
on practical ways to connect in person 
attendees with more than 200 virtual 
participants through the app, all while 
documenting daily sojourns around 
NOLA. His sharp wit, wisdom, and in-

tellect are a joy and 
treasure to all who 
have the privilege of 
knowing him. Ste-
ve’s contributions 
and value to ASBPA 
and cannot be over-
estimated.  v


