
ASBPA: Shaping National Coastal Policy for 100 Years 

The American Shore and Beach Preservation Association (ASBPA) has played a pivotal role 
in influencing national coastal policy since its founding in 1926. Driven by a commitment to 
address shoreline erosion and advocate for federal involvement, ASBPA’s members have 
been instrumental in shaping legislation and policy that protect America’s coasts. 

Legislative Achievements and Advocacy 

Throughout its history, ASBPA has been a politically active force, successfully advocating 
for key federal laws and programs. Early victories included the authorization for the Corps 
of Engineers to collaborate with state agencies on erosion studies and the creation of the 
Beach Erosion Board in 1930. In 1935, Congress mandated that navigation improvement 
reports consider the impact on adjacent shorelines, ensuring broader environmental 
oversight. 

The passage of the U.S. Beach Improvement and Protection Act in 1936, championed by 
ASBPA, established federal assistance for beach protection projects, promoting public 
recreation and health. Over the decades, ASBPA’s advocacy led to further federal support, 
including funding for shore protection under the Public Works Administration and Works 
Project Administration, and expanded financial participation for both public and private 
shorelines through a series of Congressional acts from 1945 to 1962. 

ASBPA’s influence extended to the restructuring of federal agencies, with the abolition of 
the Beach Erosion Board in 1963 and the creation of the Coastal Engineering Research 
Center. In 1968, Congress authorized federal projects to mitigate shore damage caused by 
navigation works, with costs borne by the United States. 

Leadership and Evolution 

The association’s progress was guided by dedicated leaders, beginning with J. Spencer 
Smith, whose tenure from 1926 to 1953 marked a period of intense political activity. 
Subsequent presidents continued this legacy, adapting to changing coastal challenges and 
federal priorities. 

Responding to Change: The ACC Merger 

In the mid-1990s, federal budget cuts threatened shoreline protection programs. ASBPA 
played a key role in shifting national policy from allowing beaches and dunes to erode, 
resulting in costly storm damage, to proactively fortifying these natural barriers. This 
change helped prevent human suffering and reduce federal recovery costs, which ASBPA 
fought for decades.   



ASBPA helped to form the American Coastal Coalition (ACC), which lobbied for continued 
federal involvement. The ACC’s endorsement of the Shore Protection Act of 1996 was a 
significant milestone, ensuring that economic and ecological benefits remained central to 
project evaluation. 

But by 2003, ASBPA and ACC merged, consolidating their advocacy efforts and 
strengthening their voice in Washington under ASBPA’s name. This merger led to new 
patterns for conferences and policy engagement, with ASBPA continuing to evolve as a 
credible national leader in coastal policy. 

Continuing Impact 

Today, ASBPA’s active Government Affairs committee champions critical initiatives, 
including the Coastal Storm Risk Management (CSRM) Trust Fund and the Water Resources 
Development Act (WRDA), driving resources to where they matter most.  Our century-long 
legacy and commitment to science-based solutions make ASBPA a trusted source 
amongst Capitol Hill insiders for policy guidance and advocacy.  For 100 years, ASBPA has 
ensured that America’s shores remain a national priority, shaping policy for the benefit of 
communities, ecosystems, and future generations. 

 


