o T S T " 4

he 2026 Legislative Agenda out-
I lines the American Shore & Beach

Preservation Association’s (ASBPA)
top priorities for the second session of
the 119" Congress. ASBPA connects local
priorities directly with federal action,
ensuring community needs are heard
and addressed in Washington. With 40%
of the U.S. population living along the
coast and coastal communities contrib-
uting $9.5 trillion to the national econo-
my, sustained investment is essential for
protecting lives, property, and economic
vitality.

Support Development of the
Water Resources Development
Act of 2026 (WRDA26)

WRDA is a comprehensive water re-
sources infrastructure bill that has been
successfully enacted, on a bipartisan
basis, in each of the last six Congresses. It
authorizes studies and projects in USACE
Civil Works, including shore & beach res-
toration. WRDAs help ensure the USACE
prioritizes coastal communities.

ASBPA's WRDA26 priorities focus on
measures that strengthen coastal resil-
ience and economic growth. Key priori-
ties are to:

1. Establish a Coastal Storm Risk Man-
agement (CSRM) Trust Fund, fully
funding federal beach nourishment
capacity,

2. Accelerate the beneficial use of
dredged material by funding 10
more pilot projects,

3. Streamline environmental per-
mitting using science to expand
construction windows, reduce
regulatory burdens, and enhance
public-private partnerships.
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4. ASBPA also advocates for timely
implementation of past WRDA
provisions and improvements to
easement requirements on CSRM
projects.

These steps will help protect coastal
communities, create jobs, and modernize
America’s water resources infrastructure.

Advocate for strong, efficient
federal investment in critical
coastal infrastructure

Sustained funding for various key coastal
programs is needed to strengthen and
safeguard coastal communities and

to support American jobs, economic
growth, and national security.

ASBPA will advocate for the continu-
ation of:

1. Sustained and supplemental USACE
funding, including Coastal Investi-
gations, Construction, Operations &
Maintenance, and beneficial use of
dredged materials.

2. NOAA's Coastal Resilience Grants
(e.g., NFWF NCRF).

3. NOAA’s Navigation, Observations, &
Positioning, which provide critical
foundational information to address
coastal resilience needs.
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4. BOEM'’s Marine Minerals Program

and National Offshore Sand Inven-
tory to build and refine sediment
resource management in federal
waters.

5. FEMA Category G funding for
storm-damaged engineered beach-
es, and pre-mitigation grant pro-
grams (e.g., BRIC, FMA)

6. USGS Coastal and Marine Hazards
and Resources Program to assess
and forecast shoreline erosion and
extreme weather to protect critical
infrastructure.

Strengthen and highlight
bipartisan support in
Congress for coastal priorities

Build broad, bipartisan Congressional
support for coastal initiatives by high-
lighting their role in strengthening the
U.S. economy, protecting property, and
supporting American industries.

ASBPA will:

1. Support coastal legislation such
as the BEACH Act to reauthorize
EPA grants for beach water quality
testing, the National Flood Insurance
Program Reauthorization and Re-
form Act and the Preventing Envi-
ronmental Hazards Act to modify the
National Flood Insurance Program,
and bipartisan legislation to improve
coastal permitting such as the SPEED
Act.

2. Build relationships with new Mem-
bers of Congress locally and in Wash-
ington, and non-coastal and Great
Lakes Members, to broaden support
for coastal legislation and funding
by highlighting public economic



benefits and property protection of-
fered by well-managed and resilient
coasts.

3. Help facilitate events with the House
Coastal Communities Caucus to
reinforce our message with elected
officials and staff.

4. Gather support for the ASBPA Coast-
al Advocacy Network, which con-
nects elected officials at the federal,
state, and local levels committed to
shore and beach preservation.

Advocate for a whole-of-
government approach for
coastal investments

ASBPA supports administration priorities

to streamline regulations, reduce bureau-
cratic barriers, encourage private sector
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Grant, and the U.S. Coastal Research
Program, which promote cross-agen-
cy collaboration and expand the
workforce.

ASBPA will also promote the timely
and effective allocation and implementa-
tion of BIL funding programs beyond the
Sept. 30, 2026 expiration date.

participation, and enhance cross-agency
collaboration to deliver resilient, world-
class coastal infrastructure. ASBPA is
committed to partnering with federal
agencies and local communities to ad-
vance and sustain these efforts.

1. FEMA Category G Reimbursement
for non-federal engineered beaches

2. USACE-specific actions include:

a. Enhance government efficiency
by promoting cross-agency col-
laboration to permit and imple-
ment CSRM project alternatives.

b. Clarify and standardize easement
requirements for CSRM projects
and adjust the perpetual lan-
guage to match 50-year project
lifespans.

¢. Advocate for interagency pro-
ductivity in coastal projects, for
example:

i. Conduct coastal feasibility
studies based on sound sci-
ence and engineering, rather
than arbitrarily constrained
timelines and legislative
deadlines.

ii. Inter-programmatic coor-
dination across business
lines: navigation (BUDM) and
Environment (ecosystem res-
toration) for comprehensive
benefits to CSRM projects.

3. Coastal research funding for NSF,
National Institute of Environmental
Health Sciences (NIEHS), NOAA Sea

Legislative acronym key

BIL: Bipartisan Infrastructure Law

BO: Biological Opinion

BOEM: Bureau of Ocean Energy Man-
agement

BRIC: Building Resilient Infrastructure
and Communities

BUDM: Beneficial Use of Dredged
Materials

CSRM: Coastal Storm Risk Manage-
ment

EPA: Environmental Protection Agen-
cy

FEMA: Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency

FMA: Flood Mitigation Assistance

IJA: Infrastructure Investment and
Jobs Act

IRA: Inflation Reduction Act

NBS: Nature-Based Solutions

NCRF: National Coastal Resilience
Fund

NFWF: National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation

NOAA: National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration

USACE: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

WRDA: Water Resources Development
Act
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Bipartisan support and
the Congressional Coastal
Communities Caucus (CCCC)

oastal issues have long enjoyed

strong bipartisan support in

Congress, reflecting their na-
tional importance for economic secu-
rity, environmental health, and com-
munity resilience. The Congressional
Coastal Communities Caucus (CCCC)
is a bipartisan group of Members of
Congress dedicated to addressing the
unique challenges and opportunities
facing coastal communities across the
United States.

ASBPA and the CCCC’s shared goals
include:

«  Protecting coastal economies,
ecosystems, and communities by
supporting legislation and poli-
cies that promote the health and
resilience of these areas.

«  Advocating for the industries and
people who depend on healthy
coasts, from tourism and fisheries
to shipping and recreation.

« Raising awareness about the im-
portance of U.S. beach communi-
ties, national marine sanctuaries,
estuaries, and flood resilience in
coastal regions.

By working across party lines, the
CCCC helps ensure that coastal pri-
orities remain at the forefront of the
national legislative agenda, building
coalitions that advance effective,
science-based solutions for America’s
coasts.



